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Global Peace Index (GPI) 135th 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

JUNE 
 

PM ADDRESSES UN 'HIGH-LEVEL DIALOGUE’ 

 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addressed a UN 'High-Level Dialogue 
on Desertification, Land Degradation & Drought' on June 14. Sh. Modi spoke at 
the Opening Segment in his capacity as the President of the 14th Session of the 
Conference of Parties of United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD).  
He stated that “..... three million hectares of forest cover has been added in India 
over the last ten years. As a result, the combined forest cover in the country has 
spread to almost one fourth of the country's total area.  India is working towards 
restoring 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030. This would contribute to 
India's commitment to achieve an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes 
of carbon dioxide equivalent”. 
 

INDIA JUMPS HIGH IN CHARITY 
The World Giving Index 2021 released by the UK based Charities Aid 
Foundation ranked India as the 14th most generous country in the world. It’s a 
big leap of 110 spots from the 124th rank in the last survey done in 2018.   
The Index covered 140 countries across the world. Improvement in India is 
seen across all the age groups and amongst both men and women. 61% Indians 
helped strangers; 34% volunteered; and 36% donated money.  
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown 'giving' trends across the world. Surprisingly, 
among traditionally generous countries like the USA, Canada, Ireland, the UK, and 
the Netherlands -- all fell out of the top rankings. Indonesia remains in the first 
place, followed by Kenya. 
 

TRILATERAL PARTNERSHIP LAUNCHED  
India, Italy and Japan launched a trilateral partnership on June 17 to establish 
stability and a govern-based global order based on the approval of all in the 
Indo-Pacific region. The experts from the three countries discussed various 
security issues, collaboration with third world countries, and other multilateral 
socio-economic issues. 
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THE US INDIA HYDROGEN TASK FORCE 

 
India and the USA launched a hydrogen task force to 
provide a push to India’s energy security efforts.  been 
launched under the aegis of Strategic Clean Energy 
Partnership.  The US India Hydrogen Task Force is a 
high-level bi-lateral collaboration between the US 
Department of Energy (DOE) and the Union Ministry of 
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). It aims to serve as 
a forum to achieve affordable hydrogen solutions. 
Green hydrogen gas is produced by splitting water into 
hydrogen and oxygen using an electrolyzer that may be 
powered by electricity generated from renewable energy 
sources. 
 

INDIA HOSTS BRICS FOREIGN MINISTERS MEET 
India hosted a virtual meeting of foreign ministers of 
BRICS states on June 1.  It was chaired by external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar.  The group endorsed an 
India-South Africa proposal for patent waivers for 
Covid-19 vaccines and called for sharing of doses, 
transfer of technology and development of vaccine 
production capacities to turn the tide in the fight against 
the Covid-19.  It also resolved to combat all form of 
terrorism, including cross-border movement of 
terrorist, terror financing networks and safe havens. 
 

IISc BENGALURU BEST IN WORLD IN RESEARCH 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) a British company 
specialising in the analysis of higher education 
institutions around the world, released the 18th edition 
of the World’s International University rankings on June 
9.  Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru has been 
ranked as number one University in the world in the 
research category. IISc got a perfect score of 100 out of 
100 for the citations per faculty (CPF) metric.  
Apart from IISc, IIT Bombay and IIT Delhi were the only 
two other universities from India to rank in the top-200 
positions.  IIT Bombay secured 177th position, IIT Delhi 
185th and IISc Bengaluru secured 186th position in 
overall university rankings globally.  
The US-based Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) has been ranked number 1 university in the world, 
with an overall score of 100, followed by the University of 
Oxford, UK at second spot. 

QS uses six indicators to compile the ranking: Academic 
reputation (AR), employer reputation (ER), citations per 
faculty (CPF), faculty/student ratio, international faculty 
ratio and international student ratio. 
 

WORLD BANK TO HELP INDIAN MSMEs 
The World Bank approved a $ 500 million program to 
help boost India's MSME sector. The programme targets 
improvements in the performance of 5.50 lakh MSMEs. 
Out of some 58 million MSMEs in the country, more than 
40 per cent lack access to formal sources of finance. The 
MSME sector is the backbone of the country's economy, 
contributing 30 percent of India's GDP and 40 percent of 
exports. 
 

INDIA ELECTED TO ECOSOC 
India has been elected to the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, ECOSOC for the three-year term Jan. 
2022- Dec. 2024. The ECOSOC is one of the six organs of 
UNO, responsible for coordinating the economic and 
social fields of the organization. It has 54 members. 
Pakistan’s Munir Akram is the current President of the 
ECOSOC. 
 

INDIA LAGS BEHIND IN ECONOMIC WELL-BEING 
Switzerland based Institute for Management 
Development (IMD) released the annual World 
Competitiveness Index that examined the impact of 
Covid-19 on economies around the world this year.  It 
ranked India at 43rd spot in a list of 64 nations. The 
Index is topped by Switzerland, followed by Sweden and 
Denmark at second and third place, respectively.  
The Index assesses the extent to which a country 
promotes the prosperity of its people by measuring 
economic well-being through hard data and survey 
responses from executives.  The study is based on the 
performance of four factors—economic performance, 
government efficiency, business efficiency, and 
infrastructure. This year, the rankings exposed the 
economic impact of the pandemic across the globe. 
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INDIA FARES POORLY IN PEACE INDEX 

 
 

The Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP), Sydney 
released the 15th edition of the Global Peace Index (GPI) 
on June 16. The index ranks 163 independent states and 
territories according to their level of peacefulness. India 
fared very poorly securing 135th rank while its 
neighbouring countries such as Nepal-85th, Bangladesh-
91st, Sri Lanka-95th, fared much better.   
Iceland remains the most peaceful country in the world, 
a position it has held since 2008. It is joined at the top 
by New Zealand, Denmark at 2nd and 3rd rank, 
respectively.  Afghanistan continues to be at the bottom 
at 163rd rank, behind Yemen and Syria.  
 

INDIA SLIPS TO 117th RANK IN SDGs 
The State of India’s Environment Report 2021 revealed 
that India slipped by two places from last year to 117 on 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  India’s 
rank was 115 last year and dropped by two places 
primarily because major challenges like ending hunger 
and achieving food security (SDG 2), achieving gender 
equality (SDG 5) and building infrastructure, promoting 
industrialisation and fostering innovation (SDG 9), still 
remain in the country.  
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals were adopted by 
all United Nations Member States in 2015, which provide 
a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people 
and the planet, now and into the future, to be achieved by 
2030. 

 

MAY 
 

MODI ATTENDS EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually joined in the 
Meeting of the European Council on May 9 as a special 
invitee of European Council President, Charles Michel.  
The meeting was hosted by Portugal's Prime Minister 
Antonio Costa, as Portugal currently holds the 
Presidency of the European Union Council.  
All the 27 heads of nations of European Union attended 
the Meeting. A wide range of issues were discussed at the 
meeting including Free Trade Agreement, Foreign policy 
and security, controlling COVID-19, Climate change and 
environment, Trade, connectivity and technology, Non-
proliferation and Disarmament, among others. 
 

MODI HOLDS VIRTUAL SUMMIT WITH UK PM 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his British 
counterpart Boris Johnson participated in the India UK 
Virtual Summit on May 04. The two sides discussed the 
entire gamut of bilateral ties and exchanged views on 
regional and global issues of mutual interest.  
They adopted an ambitious ‘Roadmap 2030’ to elevate 
bilateral ties to a ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’. 
The Roadmap will pave the way for a deeper and stronger 
engagement over the next ten years in the areas of 
people-to-people contacts, trade and economy, defence 
and security, climate action and health. 
 

FINALLY, A DRUG FOR CURING COVID-19 
The Drugs Controller General of India has given its 
approval for the emergency use of the anti-COVID drug- 
2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG) developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). The 
drug has been approved as an adjunct therapy in the 
moderate to severe COVID-19 cases. 
It can provide early relief from oxygen dependency among 
the patients, which can be helpful as the second Covid-19 
wave rages on across the country, and more patients 
continue to need medical oxygen. The drug has been 
developed by DRDO’s Institute of Nuclear Medicine and 
Allied Sciences, New Delhi in collaboration with Dr 
Reddy’s Laboratories, Hyderabad. 
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“SAMUDRA SETU-II” TO BRING OXYGEN 

 
The Indian Navy launched “Operation Samudra Setu-II” 
to help in faster transportation of medical oxygen and 
other requirements from other countries to India, amid 
its worsening COVID-19 pandemic. Seven Indian Naval 
ships have been deployed for shipment of liquid medical 
oxygen-filled cryogenic containers and associated 
medical equipment from various countries. 
 

INDIA TOPS IN RECEIVING REMITTANCES 
India received over $ 83 billion in remittances in 2020, a 
drop of just 0.2 per cent from the previous year, despite 
a pandemic that devastated the world economy, 
according to the World Bank’s latest Migration and 
Development Brief.  China was at second spot receiving 
$ 59.5 billion in remittances in 2020 against USD 68.3 
billion the previous year.  Remittance outflow was the 
maximum from the United States ($ 68 billion), followed 
by UAE ($ 43 billion) and Saudi Arabia ($ 34.5 billion). 

 
INDIA GOOD IN GOVERNMENT EFFECTIVENESS 
India has been placed at 49th position among 104 
nations in the Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI) 
2021. The Index observed that “Civil service innovation 
and capacity building is a key focus for the Indian 
government”.  Finland has secured the top position in 
the Index, followed by Switzerland and Singapore at 
second and third spot, respectively.  Venezuela is the 
last ranked country at 104th spot. 
The CGGI is an annual index developed by the Chandler 
Institute of Governance, Singapore.  It measures the 
effectiveness of the governments in 104 countries across 
the world in terms of their capabilities and outcomes. The 
index focuses on seven pillars: leadership and foresight; 
robust laws and policies; strong institutions; financial 
stewardship; attractive marketplace; global influence and 
reputation; and helping people rise. 

 

WORLD’s 1st VIRTUAL ARBITRATION PLATFORM 
Jupitice Justice Technologies, a Chandigarh-based legal 
tech startup, has launched the world’s first private 
digital platform to conduct virtual arbitration, 
conciliation, mediation and other Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) mechanisms.   
Powered by AI & Blockchain, the startup has launched an 

online justice service marketplace to file and resolve 

disputes online between individuals, organizations and 

Governments, through ADR Mechanisms, i.e. Arbitration, 

Conciliation, Mediation, etc., all online on a single 

platform.  Like any other arbitration award, any online 

arbitration award received on the Jupitice platform is as 

legally enforceable as a court decree. 

 

NEWS FROM STATES 
 
 

JUNE 
 
 

 

KERALA TOPS IN SDGs PERFORMANCE 

 
 

The government’s top think tank NITI Aayog released 
the third edition of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) India Index and Dashboard 2020-21.  Noting that 
the country’s overall SDG score has improved by 6 
points— from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2020–21, the Index 
has placed Kerala at the top of the chart with 75 points 
on a score of 100.  Himachal Pradesh along with Tamil 
Nadu bagged 74 points to secure the second position.  
According to the Index Bihar was found to be the worst 
performing state with a score of 52, while Jharkhand 
came second from the bottom with 56 points.  The Index 
was prepared on the basis of 16 identified goals, 
including a host of social, environmental and economic 
parameters.  
The SDGs are the blueprint to achieve a better and more 

sustainable future for all. They were adopted by the UNO 

in 2015 as a set of 17 goals to address the global 

challenges we face, including poverty, inequality, climate 

change, environmental degradation, peace and justice. 

These goals are to be achieved by 2030. 
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MP TOPS THE ANEMIA MUKT BHARAT INDEX 

 
In the Anemia Mukt Bharat Index 2020-21, Madhya 
Pradesh secured first position with a score of 64.1 
followed by Odisha with a score of 59.3 and Himachal 
Pradesh with a score of 57.1. 
Considering the slow progress that was less than 1% 
per annum in reduction of anemia from 2005 to 2015, 
the Government of India launched the Anemia Mukt 
Bharat (AMB) strategy under the Prime Minister’s 
Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment 
(POSHAN) Abhiyaan with the target to reduce anaemia 
by 3% per year.  It's an initiative of the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare in association with UN 
agency UNICEF. 
India is one of the countries with anemia as a serious 
public health concern even today. Almost 50% of 
pregnant women, 59% of children below five years of age, 
54% of adolescent girls and 53% of non-pregnant non-
lactating women in India are anemic. 
Anaemia is a condition in which the number of red blood 
cells or the Haemoglobin concentration within them, is 
lower than normal. Haemoglobin is needed to carry 
oxygen.  Lower Haemoglobin decreases the capacity of the 
blood to carry oxygen to the body’s tissues. This results in 
symptoms such as fatigue, weakness, dizziness and 
shortness of breath, among others.  
One main reason for anemia is the lack of nutritional diet. 
Government provides Iron-Folic Acid supplements to 
anemic people. 
 

PUNJAB FIRST TO USE NFC BASED I CARDS 
Punjab Government initiated for the first time in India, 
the usage of eIDs equipped with Near Field 
Communication (NFC) technology for their 
officers/employees through one of its prominent 
entities viz. Punjab Mandi Board.  These cards will be 
used primarily as an authentication tool. 
NFC technology is a standard-based wireless 
communication technology that allows data exchange 
between devices that are a few centimeters apart. The 
NFC operates at 13.66 MHz and transfers data at up to 
424 Kbits/ seconds. 

ODISHA 1st TO HAVE 3 TYPES OF CROCODILES 
Odisha has become the only Indian state to have all the 
three major kinds of crocodile species.  The three kinds 
spotted in River Mahanadi include saltwater crocodiles, 
muggers, and freshwater Gharials. This became possible 
after as many as 28 hatchlings of freshwater Gharials 
were spotted in the Mahanadi in the Baladamara area 
towards the end of May.  
Reptile freshwater Gharials are critically endangered species 
and this is the first time that Odisha has seen natural nesting of 
the species since they were first introduced in its rivers back in 
1975. 

 

BENGALURU MOST LIVABLE CITY OF INDIA 
The Ease of Living Index 2020, released by the Centre 
for Science and Environment (CSE) on June 16 named 
Bengaluru as the most liveable city of India.  The index is 
part of the report titled State of India’s Environment 
2021. Bengaluru is followed by Chennai, Shimla at 
second and third place, respectively.  
The report focused on four parameters to determine the 
ease of living index score of each city -- quality of life, 
economic ability, sustainability and citizens’ perceptions. 
 

PERFORMANCE GRADING INDEX 2019-20 
Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal released 
the third Performance Grading Index (PGI) 2019-20 for 
States and Union Territories on school education. Three 
states and two Union Territories- Kerala, Punjab, Tamil 
Nadu, Chandigarh and Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
occupied the highest grade (Grade A++) for 2019-20.   
The PGI 2019-20 was prepared with a set of 70 parameters to 
bring about change in school education. The PGI evaluation 
provides a grade to the States and UTs and not ranking.  It 
allows several States and UTs to be considered at the same level 
and it eliminates the phenomenon of one improving only at the 
cost of others.   
 

ADB LOAN FOR SIKKIM ROADS UPGRADATION 
India signed a $2.5 million project readiness financing 
loan agreement with the Asian Development Bank on 
June 3, to support preparation and design activities to 
upgrade major district roads in Sikkim.  The Project 
aims to help improve connectivity to important towns, 
rural areas, and pilgrimage and tourist destinations in 
the northeastern state. 
❖ The Asian Development Bank approved a $484 million loan, 

to improve transport connectivity in the Chennai–
Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC) in Tamil Nadu. 
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MAY 
 

 

SHERGAON IS THE BEST BMC IN INDIA 

 
 

The Shergaon Biodiversity Management Committee 
(BMC) in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh 
has been given the ‘Best BMC in India’ award in the fifth 
edition of the India Biodiversity Awards, given by the 
National Biodiversity Authority of the union ministry of 
environment, forests & climate change.  The award 
recognizes the efforts of individuals, communities and 
institutions working towards biodiversity conservation, 
sustainable use of biological resources, and biodiversity 
governance. 
The award was given on the occasion of the International 
Day for Biological Diversity - May 22.  The awards carry a 
memento, a certificate and cash prize of Rs 2 lakhs each 
for individuals and Rs 5 lakhs each for institutions. 
 

KARNATAKA TOPS IN SETTING UP HWCs 
Karnataka has emerged at the top in establishing Health 
& Wellness Centres (HWCs) under the Ayushman Bharat 
Program to provide comprehensive primary health care 
in rural areas in 2020-21.  A total of 5,832 HWC have 
been established till March 31this year against the 
target of 4,653 centres given by the Centre. The State 
upgraded 3,300 centres till March 31 against the given 
target of 2263 centres. 

 

JHARKHAND TOPS IN SMART CITY PROJECTS 
Jharkhand clinched the first position in the recent 
ranking released by the Union Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs, Government of India, based on the 
progress of the implementation of the Smart City 
Mission's schemes running in 100 different cities of the 
Country. It may be noted that Jharkhand has only one 
city selected under the Mission, Ranchi.  The Mission 
was launched in 2015 with an outlay of Rs. 48,000 cr.  
 

FIRST REAL TIME FLOOD REPORTING SYSTEM 
Assam became the first Indian state to have a real-time 
digital flood reporting system Flood Reporting and 
Information Management System (FRIMS). With the 
river Brahmaputra flowing at the crux, Assam is prone 
to severe floods and erosion every year. FRIMS has been 
developed jointly by Assam State Disaster Management 
Agency and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 
 

OIL PSUs TO DEVELOP BADRINATH DHAM 
The top Oil and Gas PSUs of India, including IOC, BPCL, 
HPCL, ONGC and GAIL, inked a MoU with the Shri 
Badrinath Utthan Charitable Trust on May 06 for 
construction and redevelopment of Shri Badrinath 
Dham in Uttarakhand as a Spiritual Smart hill Town. 
Under the MoUs, these PSUs will contribute Rs. 99.60 
crore in the first phase of project. 
Phase I will include developmental activities such as river 
embankment work, building all-terrain motorable roads, 
building bridges, beautifying existing bridges, establishing 
gurukul facilities, developing public conveniences, 
installing streetlights, etc. 

 
 
 

 

GOVT. INITIATIVES 
 

JUNE 
 

 

“BIOTECH-KISAN” LAUNCHED IN NORTHEAST  
The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) under the 
Ministry of Science and Technology has issued a Special 
Call for the NorthEast Region as a part of its Mission 
Programme “Biotech-Krishi Innovation Science 
Application Network (Biotech-KISAN)”.    
It will focus on understanding the problems of the local 
farmers and provide scientific solutions to those 
problems.  The NER is a predominantly agrarian region 
with over 70% of its workforce engaged in agriculture 
and allied sector for livelihood but produces merely 1.5 
percent of the country's food grains. 
Biotech-KISAN is a scientist-farmer partnership scheme 
launched in 2017 for agriculture innovation with an 
objective to connect science laboratories with the farmers 
to find out innovative solutions and technologies to be 
applied at farm level. Under this scheme, so far 146 
Biotech-KISAN Hubs have been established covering all 15 
agroclimatic zones and110 Aspirational Districts in the 
country.  
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CORONA AWARENESS CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED  

 
 

A nationwide awareness campaign “Jaan Hai To Jahan 
Hai” was launched on June 22 to create awareness on 
Corona vaccination in rural and remote areas of the 
country and also to “Crush and Curb” the rumours and 
apprehensions regarding the ongoing vaccination drive.   
The campaign was launched from the Primary Health 
Centre Chamraua in Rampur, Uttar Pradesh. Various 
religious leaders, prominent people from social, 
educational, cultural, medical, science and other fields 
will give effective messages to people to get vaccinated. 
Street plays will also be organised across the country 
under the campaign.  
 

DEEP OCEAN MISSION APPROVED 
The Central Government approved the Deep Ocean 
Mission on June 16.  It aims to tap vast marine living and 
non-living resources, conduct research on climate 
variables, develop deep-sea technologies for sustainable 
use of ocean resources.  
The Government has allocated Rs. 4,077 crores to the 
mission for the period of five years. The mission will be 
implemented in a phased manner by the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences.  It will also support the country’s Blue 
Economy initiatives including off-shore technology, 
marine fisheries, and coastal tourism. 
 

HELPLINE TO TACKLE CYBER FRAUD 
The Home Ministry 
operationalised the 
national Helpline 
155260 and a Reporting 
Platform for preventing 
financial loss due to 
cyber frauds. The Citizen 
Financial Cyber Fraud 
Reporting and 

Management System provides a mechanism for persons 
cheated in cyber frauds to report such cases to prevent 
loss of their hard-earned money. 
The Helpline and its Reporting Platform have been made 
operational by the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre, under the Ministry of Home Affairs, with active 
support and cooperation from the RBI, all major banks, 
Payment Banks, Digital Wallets and Online Merchants. 

EXPERT GROUP TO FIX MINIMUM WAGES 
The Labour and Employment Ministry constituted an 
expert group to provide technical inputs and 
recommendations on fixation of minimum wages and 
national floor level for minimum wages.  The group 
chaired by Ajit Mishra, Director, Institute of Economic 
Growth, has been constituted for a period of three 
years.   
Under the Code on Wages, which is yet to be enforced, a 
National Floor Level Minimum Wage will be set by the Centre to 
be revised every five years, while states will fix minimum wages 
for their regions, which cannot be lower than the floor wage. 
The current floor wage, which was fixed in 2017, is at Rs. 176 a 
day.   
 

SAGE LAUNCHED FOR ELDERLY PERSONS 
Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 
Thawarchand Gehlot launched the SAGE portal on June 
4 with a view to help elderly persons.  
SAGE or Senior care Ageing Growth Engine project has 
been established to select, support and create a 'one-
stop access' of elderly care products and services by 
credible start-ups. 
The portal aims to 
support startups 
associated with 
innovative products 
and services across 
sectors such as 
health, housing, 
care centres, apart 
from providing 
technological access linked to finances, food and wealth 
management and legal guidance. 
 

YUVA SCHEME FOR YOUNG AUTHORS 
The Department of Higher Education under the Ministry 
of Education, has launched a new initiative called 
‘YUVA- Prime Minister’s Scheme For Mentoring Young 
Authors’.  YUVA stands for Young, Upcoming and 
Versatile Authors. 
It is an Author Mentorship programme to train young and 
budding authors, below 30 years of age to promote 
reading, writing and book culture in the country, and 
project India and Indian writings globally. 
The National Book Trust, under the Ministry of Education, 
will be the implementing agency for the scheme. 
 

MODEL TENANCY ACT APPROVED BY CABINET 
The Union Cabinet approved the draft of Model Tenancy 
Act (MTA) for adoption and enactment by States and 
Union Territories to promote rental housing in the 
country. MTA envisages to balance the interests and 
rights of both, the owner and tenant, in an accountable 
and transparent manner.  The MTA seeks to cover urban 
as well as rural areas.  The Act is expected to make 
vacant houses available on rent as well as repose 
confidence of investors in the sector. 
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PORTAL FOR COVID-19 ORPHANED CHILDREN  

 
 

In view of the growing problem related to children 
affected by COVID-19, the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) launched on May 29 
an online tracking portal “Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care)” for 
children in need of care and protection, all over India.  
The portal aims to track the children affected by COVID-
19, right from their production before the Child Welfare 
Committee (CWC), to the restoration of the children to 
their parent, guardian, or relative, and its subsequent 
follow-up. 
It may be noted that the Supreme Court has directed all 
district officers across States and Union Territories to fill 
in data related to children who have become orphans, on 
the Commission’s portal under the COVID-Care link, by 
May 29. 
 

“PM-CARES FOR CHILDREN” SCHEME  
Government announced on May 29 a number of welfare 
measures under the for children who lost their parents 
to COVID-19, including ensuring a corpus of ₹ 10 lakh 
when they turn 23 years of age and providing for their 
education.  
• Children under 10 years will be given admission in 

the nearest Kendriya Vidyalaya or in a private 
school as a day scholar. 

• Those between 11-18 years of age will be given 
admission in any central government residential 
school such as Sainik School and Navodaya 
Vidyalaya.   

• The contribution under the scheme will be done 
through the PM CARES Fund till they attain the age 
of 18 years to create a corpus of Rs 10 lakh for each 
child orphaned due to COVID-19.  

• The children will be given a monthly stipend for five 
years starting from 18 years till they complete 23 
years to take care of their personal requirements 
during the period. 

 

MAY 
 

GOVT PLANS TO SET UP 10 OSCs ABROAD 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development in 
collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs plans 
to set up 10 ‘One-Stop Centres’ (OSCs) across nine 
countries to provide integrated comprehensive support 
to Indian women affected by violence in public or 
private places. Selected countries include Australia, 
Bahrain, Canada, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Singapore, Saudi 
Arabia, and the UAE. Each country will have one center, 
except Saudi Arabia which will have two centers. 
The OSCs assist women affected with violence with 
immediate emergency response and rescue services, 
medical assistance, aid women in filing FIR, psychological 
or 10ounselling support, legal assistance, shelter facility 
such as stay homes, video conferencing facility along with 
free police and court proceedings, etc. 
OSCs are formed under the National Mission for 
Empowerment of Women and are funded by the Nirbhaya 
Fund. They were recommended by the Usha Mehra 
Commission in February 2013 following the Nirbhaya 
gangrape in December 2012.  Currently, 700 OSCs are 
operational in India and 300 more OSCs are to be set up 
across the country in 2021.  
 

NATIONAL MISSION ON USE OF BIOMASS 
 The Union Power Ministry 
plans to set up a National 
Mission on the use of 
biomass in coal-based 
thermal power plants. It 
aims to address the issue of 
air pollution because of 
farm-stubble burning and reducing the carbon 
footprints of thermal power generation by using farm 
stubble and other such organic bio-waste as fuel for 
generating power. The mission will have a minimum 
duration of five years and will also contribute to the 
National Clean Air Programme. 
Biomass is a plant or animal material that is used as a 
fuel to produce heat or electricity.  Some examples of 
Biomass energy are crops residue, wood, and waste 
from yards, forests, or farms. 
 

‘SWAMIH’ GIVES HOPE TO FLAT BUYERS 
More than 600 home buyers of Rivali Park of Mumbai 
were handed over the much-awaited keys of their flats 
on May 13. This is the first stalled project completed 
with funding by SWAMIH (Special Window for 
Affordable and Mid-Income Housing) Fund, which is 
managed by SBICap Ventures Ltd. The scheme is 
administered by the Department of Economic Affairs 
under the Ministry of Finance. The government, in 
November 2019, announced a Rs 25,000 crore-SWAMIH 
fund to help complete over 1,500 stalled housing 
projects comprising 4.58 lakh housing units which were 
facing extreme cash crunch. 



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                                                                    11 

 

  



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                                                                    12 

MIS LAUNCHED FOR AGARBATTI STICKS 

 
 

The National Bamboo Mission launched an MIS 
(Management Information Systems) based reporting 
platform for agarbatti stick production.  It will collate 
the locations of stick making units, availability of raw 
material, functioning of the units, production capacity, 
and marketing. With the help of this module, the 
linkages with the industry will be synergised better to 
enable seamless procurement from production units.  
 

 
 

ECONOMY & INDUSTRY  
 

 

 

JUNE 
 

INDIA SUFFERS WORST RECESSION IN 2020-21 
As per the official GDP data released by the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation on May 31, 
the Indian economy contracted by 7.3 percent in 
Financial Year 2020-21, its worst recession since 
independence. Asia's third-largest (After China and 
Japan) economy was hit hard by the strict national 
lockdown that was imposed to contain COVID-19, which 
put millions out of work for months.  
There was some sign of revival though with the economy 
growing by 1.6 percent in 4th quarter ending March 31, 
2021, as compared to the same period last year.  GDP at 
current prices for the FY 2020-21 was estimated at Rs. 
197.46 lakh crore.  Per capita income for 2020-21 was 
estimated at Rs. 1.29 lakh. 
 

MOODY’S SLASHES GROWTH RATE TO 9.6% 
Noted global rating agency Moody's Investors Service, 
New York, slashed India's growth projection to 9.6 per 
cent on June 23 for 2021 calendar year, from its earlier 
estimate of 13.9 per cent. It observed that faster 
vaccination progress would be paramount in restricting 
economic losses to the June quarter.  
Moody's said high-frequency economic indicators 
showed that the second wave of Covid infections hit 
India's economy in April and May.  With states now 
easing restrictions, economic activity in May is likely to 
signify the recovery.  

INDIAN GDP MAY GROW BY 8.3% - WB 
As per the World Bank's June 2021 Global Economic 
Prospects report, released on June 8, India's GDP growth 
for FY 2021-22 is forecasted to be 8.3 percent, 
supported by plans for higher spending on health, rural 
development, infrastructure and a stronger-than-
expected recovery in services.  The report noted that the 
better growth prospects have shadowed significant 
damage to economic activity from COVID-19 in India. 
 

HALLMARKING OF GOLD MADE MANDATORY 
The central government made the BIS hallmarking of 
gold mandatory from June 16 to ensure quality of gold. 
The order came from the ministry of consumer affairs, 
food and public distribution.  
• The hallmarking shall be done at the first point of 

sale which may be manufacturer, whole-seller, 
distributor or retailer.  

• The scheme has been started in 256 districts of the 
country, which have assaying and hallmarking 
centres.  At present, 943 assaying and hallmarking 
centres are operational in the country. 

• Jewellers with annual turnover upto ₹40 lakh will 
be exempted from mandatory hallmarking.  

• Watches, fountain pens and special types of 
jewellery like Kundan, Polki and Jadau will also be 
exempted.  

• In order to give adequate time to the manufacturers, 
wholesalers and retailers of gold jewellery, there 
would be no penalties till August end, 2021.   

The Bureau of Indian Standard (BIS), Delhi which 
operates the gold and silver hallmarking scheme in India, 
defines hallmarking as the “accurate determination and 
official recording of the proportionate content of precious 
metal in precious metal articles.”  
So, it is a “guarantee of purity or fineness” of precious 
metal items. BIS (Hallmarking) regulations were 
implemented with effect from June 14, 2018. 
 

MALAYSIA TOPS IN PALM OIL EXPORTS  
In the seven months ending May 31, 2021, Malaysia 
surpassed Indonesia to become India’s biggest Crude 
Palm Oil exporter in 2020-21. As per the data released 
by the Solvent Extractors’ Association of India, 
Malaysia’s palm oil exports to India surged 238 per cent 
to 2.42 million tonnes in the first seven months, starting 
November 1, 2020.   
The surge came as Indonesia imposed heavy taxes on exports of 
edible oil, leading to fall in Indonesia’s palm oil shipments to 
India by 32 per cent to 2 million tonnes. 
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INDIA RECEIVED $64 BILLION FDI IN 2020 

 
 

The World Investment Report 2021 by the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
released on June 21 stated that India received $64 
billion in Foreign Direct Investment in 2020, making it 
the fifth-largest recipient of FDI in the world.   
FDI inflow in India increased by 27 percent in 2020 
from $51 billion in 2019. The inflow was boosted by 
acquisitions in the information and communication 
technology (ICT) industry.  The USA received the highest 
amount of FDI attracting $156 billion in 2020, followed 
by China that received FDI of $149 billion. 
 

WORLD’s FIRST NANO UREA LIQUID 
In a breakthrough, the Indian Farmers Fertiliser 
Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) launched on May 31 the 
“World’s 1st Nano Urea Liquid”, a nutrient to provide 
nitrogen to plants as an alternative to the conventional 
urea.   
Nano Urea Liquid aims to replace conventional urea and it can 
curtail the requirement of the same by at least 50%. A 500 ml 
bottle of nano urea is equivalent to the impact of nitrogen 
nutrient provided by one 50 kg bag of conventional urea.  It is 
far more effective than conventional granular urea and a 500 ml 
bottle costs 10% less than a bag of urea. 

 

AIRTEL, TCS JOIN HANDS FOR 5G NETWORK 
In a landmark deal the Bharti Airtel and Tata Group 
joined hands for a strategic partnership for 
implementing 5G networks solutions for India. Airtel 
will pilot and deploy Tata's technology as part of its 5G 
rollout plans, starting with a pilot in January 2022.  
Tata Consultancy Services, TCS has developed a state-of-
the-art O-RAN (open-radio access network) based Radio 
and NSA/SA Core to present a totally indigenous telecom 
stack for providing best global standard services. The 
alliance is expected to give strong competition to the rival 
5G network being developed by Reliance Jio. 

 

MAY 
 

F’GRAINS PRODUCTION TO TOUCH NEW HIGH 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has 
released the Third Advance Estimates of Principal Crops 
for 2020-21. As per the estimates, India is expected to 
register record foodgrain production of 305.44 million 
tonnes in the year 2020-21, 7.94 million tonnes higher 
than the previous high of 297.50 million tonnes 
achieved during the year 2019-20.   
A record production of rice is estimated at 121.46 million 
tonnes whereas production of wheat is estimated at a 
record 108.75 million tonnes. During 2020-21, total 
pulses production is estimated at 25.58 million tonnes and 
of oilseeds at 36.57 million tonnes.  

 
 

 

INDIA ATTRACTS HIGHEST EVER FDI IN 2020-21 
Despite the Corona pandemic and economic slowdown, 
India attracted the highest ever total Foreign Direct 
Investment or FDI inflow of $ 81.72 billion during the 
financial year 2020-21.  It is 10% higher than the FDI 
received last year which was $ 74.39 billion. Among 
states, Gujarat received the highest share, securing 37% 
of total FDI, followed by Maharashtra receiving 27% 
share and Karnataka receiving 13% share. 
In terms of investor countries, Singapore is at the top with 
29% share, followed by the USA (23%) and Mauritius 
(9%). Industrywise, Computer Software & Hardware has 
emerged as the top sector with around 44% share of the 
total FDI Equity inflow followed by Construction 
(Infrastructure) Activities (13%) and Services Sector 
(8%) respectively.  
 

FDI RAISED TO 74% IN INSURANCE 
The Finance Ministry notified final rules for raising 
foreign investment limit to 74 per cent (from 49% 
earlier) in the insurance sector, which came into effect 
on May 19, 2021.  The new arrangement is expected to 
benefit 23 private life insurers, 21 private non-life 
insurers and 7 specialised private health insurance 
companies. It is felt that the finalisation of rules will be 
helpful for the insurance sector to meet capital 
requirements for pandemic induced expansion needs. 
Foreign investment up to 26 per cent was permitted in the 
insurance sector in 2000. Later, in 2015, this limit was 
raised to 49 per cent. In this year’s budget speech, the 
limit was raised further to 74 percent. 



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                                                                    14 

SHE TO PROMOTE ENTREPRENEURSHIP    

 
 

Tata Communications announced the launch of the 
'School of Hope and Empowerment' (S.H.E.) at the 2021 
UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable 
Development. S.H.E. is a multi-media, multi-stakeholder 
impact communications initiative that aims to inspire at 
least a million women to realise their dreams of 
becoming entrepreneurs.  Tata Communications will 
create enabling environments for women from 
marginalised communities to establish themselves as 
entrepreneurs and leaders in their communities.  

 
UN PROJECTS INDIA’s GROWTH AT 10.1% 
A report by the United Nations has projected that the 
Indian economy will grow at 7.5% in the calendar year 
2021. However, it is expected to grow by 10.1% in the 
year 2022 which will make it the fastest-growing major 
economy. However, the report has also cautioned that 
the country’s growth in 2021 was extremely fragile due 
to the second wave of the pandemic. 
 

S&P SLASHES GDP GROWTH RATE TO 9.8% 
The Standard and Poor’s Global Ratings have revised 
down the GDP growth forecast of India to 9.8% for 
2021-22, from 11% announced earlier.  The downfall is 
because of the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic 
which can derail the credit conditions and budding 
economic recovery of India. 
“The increasing number of COVID-19 variants infection 
cases and limited vaccination coverage point towards a 
peak in infection rate around late June. This peak could 
have adverse effects on the funding and credit conditions”, 
the study mentioned. 

 
 

BANKING & FINANCE 
 

 
 
 

JUNE 
 

 
 

 

RBI KEEPS POLICY RATES UNCHANGED 
The Reserve Bank of India in its bimonthly monetary 
policy review meeting on June 4 kept the benchmark 
interest rates unchanged amid COVID-19 uncertainty 
and fears over inflation. RBI has kept repo rate 
unchanged at 4.25 per cent, sixth time in a row. The RBI 
reverse repo rate or RBI's borrowing rate also remains 
unchanged at 3.35 per cent. The SLR and CRR continue 
to be at 18% and 4%, respectively. 
RBI projected the Gross Domestic Product growth rate 
at 9.5 per cent for the current fiscal year. 
 

RBI NOTIFIES NEW ATM TRANSACTION RULES 
The RBI changed some rules regarding cash withdrawal 
from ATMs. Bank customers can now do only five free 
transactions, including both, financial and non-financial, 
every month from their own bank ATMs. For 
transactions from other bank ATMs, the limit will be 
three in metro centres and five in non-metro centres. 
For transactions over the free limits, charges of Rs 21 
(currently it is Rs 20) per transaction will be payable 
with effect from January 1, 2022. 
 

FX RESERVES TOUCH ALL TIME HIGH 
Latest data released by the Reserve Bank of India shows 
that foreign exchange reserves of the country reached 
an all-time record high of $ 605.0 billion on June 4. In 
the last one year, the country's foreign exchange reserve 
rose by $ 103 billion. RBI says, India is the 5th largest 
reserve holding country in the world, the 12th largest 
foreign holder of US treasury securities and the 10th 
largest in terms of gold reserves.  
The current level of reserves provide cover for less than 15 
months. In comparison, Switzerland’s reserves are 
sufficient for import upto 39 months; Japan’s upto 22 
months; Russia’s reserves upto 20 months and China’s 
reserves are sufficient for import upto 16 months. 
 

MORE HFCs GIVEN POWERS UNDER SARFAESI 
The Ministry of Finance has allowed housing finance 
companies (HFCs) with asset size of over Rs. 100 crore 
to recover their dues by exercising their powers under 
the SARFAESI Act, 2002.  Earlier, only the HFCs with 
assets over Rs. 500 crore (and notified by the Finance 
Ministry) were allowed to use SARFAESI law to recover 
their dues. 
SARFAESI Act 2002 allows banks and other financial 
institutions to auction the residential or commercial 
properties (of Defaulters) to recover their dues (loans), 
without intervention of courts. 
SARFAESI: Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial 
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest 
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BANK OF MAHARASHTRA TOPS IN BUSINESS 

 
 

State-owned Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has emerged 
as the top performer among public sector lenders in 
terms of loan and deposit growth during the financial 
year 2020-21. It recorded 13.45 per cent increase in 
gross advances and nearly 16 per cent growth in 
deposits. Growth in Current Account Savings Account 
(CASA) deposits was also the highest for BoM at 24.47 
per cent.  NPAs formed just 2.48 per cent of the loans 
portfolio. 
 

DBS BANK BEST IN INDIA 
DBS Bank has been named by Forbes in their Indian list 
of World's Best Banks 2021. DBS was ranked #1 out of 
30 domestic and international banks in India for the 
second consecutive year.  DBS now has a network of 
nearly 600 branches across 19 states in India. 
The list was compiled by Forbes, in partnership with 
market research firm Statista. Over 43,000 banking 
customers across the globe were surveyed on their 
current and former banking relationships. 
 

 
 

 

MAY 
 
 

 

RBI IMPOSES Rs. 10 Cr. FINE ON HDFC BANK 
RBI imposed a monetary penalty of Rs 10 crore on HDFC 
Bank on May 28 for violation of provisions under 
various sections of the Banking Regulation Act.  The 
action was taken on the basis of deficiencies found in 
regulatory compliance of provisions of section 6(2) and 
section 8 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. Section 8 
of the Banking Regulation Act states that a bank cannot 
directly or indirectly deal with buying, selling, or 
bartering of goods. 
The penalty was imposed following a complaint that the 
Bank forced its customers to purchase a vehicle tracking 
device for four years. This was in contravention of the 
above-mentioned sections of the Banking Regulations Act 
that prohibit banks from indulging in non-financial 
businesses. 

RBI TRANSFERS Rs. 99 BILLION TO GOVT 
Reserve Bank decided to transfer Rs 99,122 crore as 
surplus to Centre for nine months ended March 31, 
2021. The decision was taken at the Central Board 
meeting under the chairmanship of RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das.  It may be noted that the Reserve 
Bank's accounting year has changed from this year to 
April-March from earlier July-June. 
The RBI also approved a Rs 1,76,000 crore ($24.8 billion) 
dividend payment to the government, including Rs 1,48,000 
crore for FY20. RBI earns via interest income on account of open 
market operations (OMOs), foreign exchange (FX) gains, and 
writing back of excess risk provisions. 
 

PPIs CAN WITHDRAW THROUGH ATMs/POS 
Now money kept in various online wallets like Amazon 
pay, Ola money, Mobikwik, Phone pe, Delhi Metro Card 
etc. can be withdrawn using an ATM or PoS (Point of 
Sale Terminal).  In a notification issued on May 19, 
Reserve Bank of India permitted all non-bank payment 
prepaid instruments (PPIs) to provide this service for 
cash withdrawal of up to Rs. 2,000 per transaction with 
maximum limit of Rs. 10,000 per month. However, for 
all such transactions, using card or wallet PIN or other 
additional authentication will be mandatory. 
 

RBI JOINS SUPERVISORS NETWORK 
The Reserve Bank of India joined the Central Banks and 
Supervisors Network for Greening the Financial System 
(NGFS), Paris as a Member. RBI expects to benefit from 
the membership of NGFS by learning from and 
contributing to global efforts on Green Finance which 
has assumed significance in the context of climate 
change. 
The NGFS is a group of Central banks and supervisors willing to 
share the best practices and contribute to the development of 
the environment and climate risk management in the financial 
sector, while mobilising mainstream finance to support the 
transition towards a sustainable economy. The System was 
launched at the Paris One Planet Summit in December 2017. 
 

IDBI LAUNCHES DIGITAL LOAN PROCESSING 
IDBI Bank launched its fully digitised, end-to-end, Loan 
Processing System (LPS) for its MSME and Agri 
borrowers. This new system seamlessly integrates all 
the essential steps of loan processing, right from 
application to processing, appraisal, assessment, 
sanction, documentation and disbursal.    
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DEFENCE, SCIENCE 
& TECHNOLOGY 

 

JUNE 
 
 
 

‘THE END’ FOR ORDNANCE FACTORY BOARD 

 
 

Taking a historic decision, the Union Cabinet approved a 
plan on June 16 to scrap the Ordnance Factory Board 
(OFB), under the Ministry of Defence.  Its 41 factories 
will be converted into seven function oriented corporate 
entities on the lines of Defence Public Sector 
Undertakings, fully owned by the government.  
Once implemented, the OFB, established by the British 
in 1775 in Fort William, Kolkata, will cease to exist. The 
first 18 ordnance factories were set up by the British 
and the rest have come up after India became 
independent in 1947. 
The first ordnance factory was a gunpowder factory set 
up by the British in 1787 at Ishapore, near Kolkata in 
West Bengal. Later, in 1904, it started producing rifles 
and the name was changed to Rifle Factory, Ishapore, 
which continues till date. Currently, it is the largest 
producer of a wide variety of rifles and small arms, for 
both, Indian Army and civilians.   
 

THREE ALH-MK III COPTERS INDUCTED IN ICG 
Three indigenously-built Advanced Light Helicopters 
(ALH) MK III were inducted into Indian Coast Guard 
(ICG) on June 12 through a virtual induction ceremony 
held at ICG HQs in New Delhi.  
The state-of-the-art helicopters have been designed and 
manufactured by HAL, Bengaluru.  They are equipped 
with most modern equipment like Surveillance Radar, 
Electro-Optic Pod, Medical Intensive Care Unit, High-
intensity SearchLight, SAR Homer, Loud Hailer, Machine 
Gun and can perform many key roles. 

 

THREE ALH MK-III INDUCTED IN INDIAN NAVY 
Three indigenously-built advanced light helicopters ALH 
MK-III were inducted in the Indian Navy at the Indian 
Naval Station (INS) Dega, in Visakhapatnam on June 7. 
They will be used for maritime reconnaissance and 
coastal security.  They have been designed and built by 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, Bengaluru.  
 

INS SANDHAYAK DECOMMISSIONED  
The first of its class indigenously designed and built 
hydrographic survey ship of Indian Navy was 
decommissioned on June 4 after serving the nation for 
40 years. The ship was commissioned to the Indian 
Navy on February 26, 1981.  During its 40 years of 
commissioned service, INS Sandhayak undertook over 
200 major hydrographic surveys in Western and 
Eastern coasts of the Indian peninsula. 
Hydrographic vessels carry out surveys related to 
measurement and description of features which affect 
maritime navigation, marine construction, offshore oil 
exploration and related activities. 
 

INDIAN PASSAGE EXERCISE WITH US NAVY 
Indian Naval Ships and aircrafts participated in a 
Passage Exercise with US Navy Carrier Strike Group 
Ronald Reagan during its transit through Indian Ocean 
Region on June 23-24.  The two-day exercise aimed at 
strengthening bilateral relationship and cooperation by 
demonstrating the ability to integrate and coordinate 
comprehensively in maritime operations. 

 
 

INS TRIKAND TAKES PART IN EUNAVFOR 
Indian Navy’s warship INS Trikand participated in the 
maiden IN – EUNAVFOR (European Union Naval Force) 
Joint Naval Exercise in the Gulf of Aden held on June 18-
19. Other warships included Italian Navy Ship ITS 
Carabiniere, Spanish Navy Ship ESPS Navarra, and two 
French Navy Ships FS Tonnerre and FS Surcouf. 
 

Ships of the Indian Navy and Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) participated in a joint naval 
exercise on June 13 in the Indian Ocean to realize the 
"Free and Open Indo-Pacific” vision. 
 

The 31st edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol 
(Indo-Thai CORPAT) between the Indian Navy and the 
Royal Thai Navy was held in the Andaman Sea from June 
9 to 11. 
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IIT ROPAR DEVELOPS ‘JIVAN VAYU’ 

 
In a landmark development, the IIT Roar has developed 
a substitute for Continuous Positive Airway Pressure 
(CPAP) machine.  The device dubbed ‘Jivan Vayu’ can 
deliver high flow oxygen up to 60 Litres Per Minute 
(LPM). 
This machine is India’s first such device that functions 
even without electricity and can work on both kinds of 
oxygen generation units like O2 cylinders and oxygen 
pipelines in hospitals. A CPAP machine uses a compressor 
(motor) to generate a continuous stream of pressurized 
air to the patients. 
 

CHINA SENDS ASTRONAUTS TO SPACE STATION 
China successfully sent its three astronauts to the 
country’s Tiangong (Heavenly Palace) space station on 
June 17.  The astronauts were transported by Shenzhou-
12 (Divine Vessel) spacecraft onboard a Long March-2F 
rocket.   
The spacecraft docked with Tianhe (Harmony of the Heavens), 
the main section of the Tiangong station, over three hours after 
blasting off from the Gobi desert in northwest China.  
They will spend three months at the space station module 
Tianhe carrying out experiments, testing equipment, conducting 
maintenance and preparing the site for future visits. 
 

CHINA ATTEMPTS TO CREATE ‘ARTIFICIAL SUN’ 
The scientists in China have designed an 'Artificial Sun' 
on Earth that has sustained a temperature of 120 
million degrees Celsius. The Experimental Advanced 
Superconducting Tokamak (EAST) fusion reactor 
designed by China burns at eight times the Sun's core 
temperature.  
The core of the Sun burns at 15 million degrees Celsius 
by nuclear fusion of Hydrogen nuclei into Helium.  The 
reactor broke the record by reaching a plasma 
temperature of 120 million degree Celsius for 101 
seconds and 160 million Celsius for 20 seconds.  
Located at the Hefei Institutes of Physical Science of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences at Hefei (Eastern China), the 
reactor has been designed to replicate the nuclear fusion 
process that occurs naturally in the sun and stars to 
provide almost infinite clean energy, Global Times 
reported.  The raw material required to generate energy 
in the reactor is Deuterium, which is found in abundance 
on Earth unlike other non-renewable sources like coal 
and oil. 

MAY 
 

PYTHON-5 MISSILE TESTED SUCCESSFULLY 
India's indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), Tejas 
added 5th generation Python-5 Air-to-Air Missile (AAM) 
in its air-to-air weapons capability on April 27.  The 
maiden trial of the Python-5 missile was conducted by 
DRDO in Goa.  
Developed by the Rafael Advanced Defense Systems of 
Israel, Python-5 is the most accurate and reliable AAM of 
the Israeli Air Force and one of the most sophisticated 
guided missiles in the world. 
 

INDIAN NAVY SAYS ‘GOODBYE’ TO INS RAJPUT 
INS Rajput, the first destroyer of the Indian Navy, was 
finally decommissioned on May 21 at Visakhapatnam 
Dockyard, putting an end to a glorious era of 
outstanding services. INS Rajput, the lead ship of the 
Kashin-class destroyers built by the erstwhile USSR was 
commissioned on 04 May 1980 and has rendered 
yeoman service to the Indian Navy for over 41 years.  It 
was the first Indian Naval Ship to be affiliated with an 
Indian Army regiment – the Rajput Regiment. 
 

 
 

 

INDIA TO GET 6 MORE P-81 AIRCRAFTS 
The U.S. government approved the proposed sale of six 
P-8I patrol aircraft and related equipment on April 30. 
The deal is estimated to cost $2.42 billion. The aircrafts 
will be part of the 312A Naval Air Squadron based at 
Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu. The Indian Navy already has 
nine P-81 aircrafts in operation.  
The P-8I based on the Boeing 737 commercial aircraft is 
the world's most advanced surveillance aircraft and India 
was its first international customer in December, 2012.  
The order for procurement of the long-range maritime 
surveillance aircraft was approved by the Defence 
Acquisition Council in Nov 2019. 
 

Indian and Indonesian navies carried out a military 
drill 'Passage' exercise (PASSEX) in the Southern 
Arabian Sea on May 8 with a focus on further improving 
their interoperability.  
 

The first batch of women military police comprising 83 
soldiers was inducted into the Army on May 8 at an 
attestation parade held at the Corps of Military Police 
Centre and School in Bengaluru. 
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CHINA’s OCEAN-MONITORING SATELLITE 

 
 

China successfully sent a new ocean-monitoring satellite 
Haiyang-2D (HY-2D) into orbit on May 19 as part of its 
effort to build an all-weather and round-the-clock 
dynamic ocean environment monitoring system which 
would provide early warning on marine disasters.  The 
HY-2D will form a constellation with the HY-2B and HY-
2C satellites to build an all-weather and round-the-clock 
dynamic ocean environment monitoring system.  
 

CHINA’s ROVER ZHURONG LANDS ON MARS 
China succeeded for the first time in landing a spacecraft 
on Mars on May 15. The six-wheeled rover Zhurong 
robot landed in Utopia Planitia, a vast terrain in the 
planet's northern hemisphere. The vehicle used a 
combination of a protective capsule, a parachute and a 
rocket platform to make the successful descent.  
The lander was launched from China under mission 
Tianwen-1 on July 23, 2020. After 7 months of transit, it 
entered orbit around Mars on February 10, 2021. 
Until now only the Americans have been able to land on 
Mars. All other countries that have tried have either 
crashed or lost contact soon after reaching the surface. 
Currently, America’s rover Perseverance is already 
operational on Mars. 
 

CHINA TO COLLECT SPACE DEBRIS 
China launcheda robot prototype named ‘NEO-01’, in 
the Earth’s low orbit, on board its Long March 6 rocket. 
The 30kg robot will use a large net to capture debris left 
behind by other spacecrafts and then burn it using its 
electric propulsion system. 

 

CHINA - REMOTE SENSING SATELLITE 
China successfully sent a new remote sensing satellite, 
Yaogan-34, into space from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch 
Center in northwest China on April 30. The optical 
remote sensing satellite will be used for the survey of 
land resources, urban planning, the confirmation of land 
rights, road network design, crop yield estimation, and 
disaster prevention and reduction 
 

WORLD’s FIRST AI BASED SHIP  
A team of researchers from the marine research 
organization ProMare in collaboration with IBM built 
the world’s first AI ship, the ‘Mayflower 400’.  The 
unmanned 15-mt -long trimaran that weighs nine tons 
is a completely autonomous ship. The ship is set to sail 
on a transatlantic voyage to track aquatic mammals, 
analyze plastic in the water, and study marine pollution. 
The ship is powered by Artificial Intelligence and the 
Sun’s energy via solar panels. 
 

NASA’s ROVER CREATES OXYGEN ON MARS 

 
 

NASA’s Perseverance rover has successfully created, for 
the first time, oxygen from the thin atmospheric carbon 
dioxide present on Mars. The Mars Oxygen In-Situ 
Resource Utilization Experiment (MOXIE) aboard the 
rover on Mars carried out the experiment on 20 April, 
which was a technology demonstration.  
MOXIE extracts carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
which makes up about 96 per cent of the wispy air 
blanket around Mars. It then separates oxygen atoms 
from carbon dioxide molecules, releasing carbon 
monoxide as a byproduct. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 
 

JUNE 
 
 

G7 SUMMIT HELD IN CARBIS BAY, UK 
The leaders of the G7 countries, the seven wealthiest in 
the world, (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
UK and the US) met at the seaside resort of Carbis Bay, 
Cornwall in the UK on June 11-13.  
The UK currently holds the Presidency of the G7. UK 
prime Minister Boris Johnson invited India, along with 
Australia, South Korea and South Africa, as Guest 
Countries for the 47th G7 Summit. The meeting was 
held in hybrid mode.  
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The theme for the Summit was ‘Build Back Better’.  The 
reaffirmed shared belief in open societies, democratic 
values and multilateralism as foundations for dignity, 
opportunity and prosperity for all. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi sought the G7’s support 
for the India- South Africa proposal moved at the WTO 
for the waiver of intellectual property rights (IPR) on 
Covid-related technologies while speaking virtually at 
the first Outreach Session of the G7 Summit.  
The PM called upon G7 leadership to follow the 'One 
Earth, One Health' approach for combating the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Later, he addressed two more sessions on 
June 13, on Climate Change and on Open Societies-Open 
Economies. 
  

G7 TO LAUNCH “BUILD BACK BETTER WORLD” 
The G7 leaders launched a new global infrastructure 
initiative “Build Back Better World” (B3W) to help 
developing nations, aimed at countering China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). The B3W is being projected as 
a values-driven, high-standard, and transparent 
infrastructure partnership led by major democracies to 
support the over $40 trillion infrastructure need in the 
developing countries, arising out of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
The B3W aims to collectively mobilise hundreds of 
billions of dollars of infrastructure investment for low- 
and middle-income countries in the coming years. 
China’s BRI, is a multi-trillion-dollar infrastructure 
scheme launched in 2013, involving development and 
investment initiatives from Asia to Europe and beyond, 
aimed at enhancing China’s influence regime. 
 

G-7 FOR MIN 15% TAX ON MULTINATIONALS 
The Group of Seven, a group of the world's richest 
nations, reached a landmark deal on June 5 to close 
cross-border tax loopholes used by some of the world's 
biggest companies. The G-7 finance ministers in their 
meeting in London agreed in principle to a global 
minimum tax rate of 15 per cent for multinational 
companies in each country they operate in.  
The aim of the agreement is to stop multinational firms 
shifting profits to lower their tax bills, make them pay 
more in countries where they operate, particularly that 
deal in intangibles like data and information. 

 

G-7 HEALTH MINISTERS MEET IN OXFORD 

 
Britain hosted the meeting of health ministers from the 
Group of Seven nations in Oxford on June 3-4.  British 
Health Secretary Matt Hancock welcomed his 
counterparts from Italy, Germany, Japan and the United 
States, as well as the European Union, at the university 
where the AstraZeneca vaccine was developed.   
The group committed to life-saving action in the critical 
areas of global health security, clinical trials, 
antimicrobial resistance, and digital health. 
 

FIVE NEW MEMBERS ELECTED TO UNSC 
Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, and the United Arab 
Emirates were elected unopposed on June 11 to the 
powerful UN Security Council as non-permanent 
members for the 2022-23 term.  
The 193-member UN General Assembly held elections to elect 
five non-permanent members who will take their seats on the 
15-nation Council for a two-year term beginning January 1, 
2022.  Of the 15 members, five are permanent, USA, Russia, 
China, France and UK, while the other ten are elected every two 
year in rotation, five at a time. 
 

‘I-FAMILIA’ TO IDENTIFY THE MISSING  
The International Criminal Police Organisation, known 
as Interpol, has launched a new groundbreaking global 
database named ‘I-Familia’ to identify the missing 
individuals through family DNA and to help police solve 
the old cases in the member countries.  The interpol has 
applied cutting-edge scientific research and has used the 
DNA of the relatives to identify the unidentified human 
remains around the world. 
Interpol is an international organization that facilitates 
worldwide police cooperation and crime patrol. Interpol 
is headquartered in Lyon, France. It has seven regional 
bureaus worldwide and National Center Bureau in all 194 
member states. 
 

EL SALVADOR ADOPTS BITCOIN AS CURRENCY 
El Salvador has become the first country in the world to 
adopt bitcoin as legal tender.  The cryptocurrency has 
been adopted in the Central American country despite 
concern about the potential impact on its programme 
with the International Monetary Fund. However, its use 
will be optional and would not bring risks to users. 
Besides, the US dollar will also continue as legal tender., 
the official currency of El Salvador. 
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WORLD ECONOMY MAY GROW BY 5.6% 

 
 

In its latest edition of Global Economic Prospects, 
released on June 8, the World Bank said that the global 
economy is expected to expand 5.6 per cent in 2021, the 
fastest post-recession pace in 80 years, largely on strong 
rebounds from a few major economies.  However, the 
recovery in many countries is being held back by a 
resurgence of Covid-19 cases and lagging vaccination 
progress, as well as the withdrawal of policy support in 
some instances, said the report.   
 

24th BIMSTEC DAY CELEBRATED ON JUNE 6 
Seven south Asian countries observed the 24th 
foundation Day of BIMSTEC on June 6. The Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional multilateral 
organisation consisting of seven countries - India, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Myanmar.  
It was formed on June 6, 1997 through the Bangkok 
Declaration. Its Secretariat is in Dhaka, Bangladesh and 
Tenzin Lekphel of Bhutan is its current Secretary General.  
With a total GDP of $ 2.7 trillion, the BIMSTEC region is 
home to about 1.5 billion people or around 22% of the 
worldwide population.  
 

UN DECADE ON ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 
The United Nations launched the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration-2021 to 2030. The event will be 
co-led by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO). 
It was proclaimed by the United Nations General 
Assembly in a 2019 resolution.  
The activities under the programme aim for protection 
and revival of millions of hectares of ecosystems all 
around the world for the benefit of people and nature. 
This in turn will contribute to the achievement of all the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

COUNTRIES FARE POORLY IN SDGs 
The Germany based independent social work 
foundation - Bertelsmann Stiftung released the 
Sustainable Development Report including the SDG 
(Sustainable Development Goals) Index and Dashboards 
to track progress on the Global Goals for 2030, on June 
14.  
For the first time since the adoption of the SDGs in 2015 
by the international community, the SDG Index has 
shown a decline. The Covid-19 pandemic created not 
only a global health emergency but also a sustainable 
development crisis. Lower SDG performance globally is 
driven to a large extent by increased poverty rates and 
unemployment.  
The 165 countries SDG Index is an assessment of each 
country’s overall performance on the 17 SDGs, giving 
equal weight to each.  The index was topped by Finland, 
followed by Sweden and Denmark. India was placed 
pretty low at the 120th spot. Even Bhutan fared much 
better than us, securing 75th rank. 
 

NATO HOLDS MASSIVE MILITARY EXERCISE 

 
 

Several warships and dozens of aircrafts took part in 
NATO military exercises stretching across the Atlantic, 
through Europe and into the Black Sea region. The war 
games, dubbed Steadfast Defender 21, were aimed at 
simulating the 30-nation military organization's 
response to an attack on any one of its members. It also 
tested NATO's ability to deploy troops from America 
and keep supply lines open. 
NATO - North Atlantic Treaty Organisation is a military 
alliance of 30 European and North American countries, 
including USA, Britain, France, Germany and Turkey. 
Formed in April 1949, it is based in Brussels, Belgium.  
 

CHINA ANNOUNCES THREE-CHILD POLICY 
In a major policy shift from the existing limit of two 
children per couple, China announced on May 31 that 
married couples may have up to three children. The 
decision came after China's recent census showed that 
the population grew at its slowest rate during the last 
decade since the 1950s, to 1.41 billion. 
Beijing scrapped its decades-old one-child policy in 2016, 
replacing it with a two-child limit that failed to result in a 
sustained surge in births given the high cost of raising 
children in Chinese cities - a challenge that remains even 
today. 
 



 

 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                                                                    21 

MAY 
 

 

WHO TO START FIRST BIOHUB FACILITY 

 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and Switzerland 
signed a memorandum of understanding to launch the 
First WHO Biohub Facility. It will allow convenient rapid 
sharing of viruses and other pathogens between 
laboratories and global partners.  It will be installed in 
Spiez, Switzerland. Under this agreement, the Spez 
Biocontainment Laboratory will be made available to 
the WHO and the lab will serve as a repository for the 
Sars-CoV-2 virus or other pathogens with epidemic or 
pandemic potential. 
 

G7 FOREIGN MINISTERS MEET IN LONDON 
The meeting of the foreign ministers of the Group of 
Seven countries – G-7 was held in London on May 4-5. 
The group of the most advanced economies of the world 
discussed what it called as the biggest current threats: 
China, Russia and the coronavirus pandemic. Foreign 
Ministers from hosts Britain, plus the United States, 
France, Germany, Italy, Canada and Japan met for the 
first time in person in two years. 
 

WORLD’s LARGEST ICEBERG FORMED 
The European Space Agency has informed that the 
Iceberg A-76 calved from the western side of the Ronne 
Ice Shelf in Antarctica and is now floating on the 
Weddell Sea, some 2,000 km south of southern tip of 
Chile. The broken iceberg, reported to be the largest till 
date, measured around 170 kilometers in length and 25 
kilometers in width, spreading over 4320 sq kms. It is 
larger than the Long Island in New York and half the size 
of Puerto Rico. 
Icebergs are formed when a large piece of ice breaks off 
from the ice shelves or the glaciers and starts floating in 
the open water. 

 

APRIL 
 

 

LEADERS CLIMATE SUMMIT HOSTED BY USA 
US President Joe Biden hosted a two-day Leaders 
Climate Summit of world leaders on the Earth Day, April 
22 to address the global climate crisis. The virtual 
summit was joined by 40 heads of government, 
including Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He announced 
a India- US partnership on clean energy and climate 
change.  
The summit’s theme was “Our Collective Sprint to 2030”.  
It aimed at promoting efforts by the major economies to 
reduce greenhouse gas emission and meet the targets of 
the Paris Agreement to keep temperature rise to well 
below 2 degree Celsius above pre-industrial levels by the 
end of the century. 
 

BLUE NATURE ALLIANCE TO SAVE OCEANS 

 
 

Some leading not-for -profit environmental and social 
organisations have come together to form the Blue 
Nature Alliance. It is a global partnership with five core 
partners: Conservation International, The Global 
Environment Facility, the Pew Charitable Trusts, 
Minderoo Foundation and Rob and Melani Walton 
Foundation.   
Launched on April 20, it has raised $125 million to protect 
the ocean from environmental threats. The Alliance is 
currently working with governments and other partners 
on large-scale efforts in Fiji’s Lau Seascape, Antarctica’s 
Southern Ocean, and Tristan da Cunha to collectively 
secure protections for over 4.8 million square kilometres 
of the ocean. 
 

SINGAPORE FIRST TO RATIFY RCEP 
Singapore became the first country on April 9 to 
complete the official process for ratification of the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
agreement.   
The trade pact, which is the world’s largest, was signed by 
all 10 ASEAN members and five key partners including 
China, South Korea, Japan, Australia and New Zealand at 
the 4th RCEP leaders’ summit in November 2020.  The 
RCEP Agreement will come into force 60 days after six 
ASEAN member states and three ASEAN FTA partners 
decide to ratify the Agreement. 
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JAPAN’s PASSPORT IS BEST IN THE WORLD 

 
 

The Henley Passport Index on April 15 released its list 
of the most travel-friendly passports.  The Index 
measures the world’s most powerful passports on the 
basis of the number of countries their holders can visit 
without a prior visa. It is based on data from the 
International Air Transport Association-IATA.   
India stands at number 84 in the list, as the Indian 
citizens can visit Visa Free or Visa-on-Arrival in over 58 
places. The Index is topped by Japan, enjoying visa free 
access to 193 countries, followed by Singapore – 192 
countries.  
The weakest passport belongs to Afghanistan as it affords 
visa on arrival facility in only 26 countries while Pakistani 
passport is slightly better as its holders are allowed visa 
on arrival option in 32 countries. 
 

US EXPELS 10 RUSSIAN DIPLOMATS 
The US administration announced the expulsion of 10 
Russian diplomats on April 15.  It also announced 
sanctions against nearly three dozen people and 
companies as it moved to hold Russia accountable for 
interference in last year’s Presidential election and the 
hacking of Federal agencies.  The actions represent the 
first retaliatory measures announced against the 
Kremlin for the hack, familiarly known as the 
SolarWinds breach.  
It is alleged that Russian hackers infected widely used 
software with malicious code, enabling them to access 
the networks of at least nine agencies in what U.S. 
officials believe was an intelligence-gathering operation 
aimed at mining government secrets. 
 

PUTIN TO REMAIN PRESIDENT TILL 2036 
The President of Russia Vladimir Putin gave his final 
approval on April 5 to the constitutional legislation that 
allows him to hold office for two additional 6yrs terms. 
It gives him the possibility to stay in power till 2036.   
The 68-years old President has already been in power for 
more than two decades. Currently he is serving his fourth 
Presidential term that will continue till end 2024. The 
new provisions were overwhelmingly backed by the 
Russians in a vote in July 2020. The Parliament also 
approved the bill in March 2021. 
 

PERSONS IN NEWS 
 

JUNE 
 

Nagaraj Naidu: The Indian Deputy Ambassador to the 
UN, has become the first Indian diplomat to be 
appointed as Chef de Cabinet to the President of the UN 
General Assembly.  The post is equivalent to the Chief of 
Staff or Principal Secretary of the Indian PM. He has 
been selected by Abdulla Shahid, the recently elected 
President of the UN General Assembly. 
 

Satya Nadella: Microsoft's India-born CEO was named 
the company's Chairman on June 16, in place of John 
Thompson who will now be Lead Independent Director.  
53-year-old Nadella had succeeded Steve Ballmer (CEO 
from 2000 to 2014) to become Microsoft's CEO in 2014. 
 

Antonio Guterres: UN Secretary General won support 
from the UN Security Council, which voted on June 8 to 
grant him a second five-year term in the office, wef 
January 1, 2022. The decision will now be ratified by the 
UN general assembly.  
The 72-year-old has been serving as the Secretary 
General of the United Nations since 2017. Guterres, a 
former prime minister of Portugal, is the ninth Secretary 
General of the United Nations. 
 

Tsang Yin-hung: The 45-year-old school teacher from 
Hong Kong created a new world record by climbing the 
world’s highest peak, Mount Everest in just 25 hours 
and 50 minutes (from base camp), becoming the fastest 
woman to scale the peak. She beat the earlier record of 
39 hours and 6 minutes, which was set by a Nepali 
woman climber, Phunjo Jhangmu Lama in 2018. 

 
The record of the fastest male climber is held by Lakpa 
Gelu, a Sherpa guide who completed the ascent of the 
peak from base camp in just 10 hours and 56 minutes in 
2003. 
 

 

MAY 
 

Ms. Jacinda Ardern:  Prime Minister of New Zealand 
secured the top spot-on Fortune magazine's list of the 
world's 50 greatest leaders.  The annual list published 
on May 14 praised Ardern’s leadership during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, as well as her “world-leading 
climate and gender-equity policies”. 
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Sir David Attenborough: The 95-year-old renowned 
English broadcaster and natural historian has been 
named as the “People’s Advocate” of the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP26), which is scheduled to be 
held in Glasgow, Scotland in November 2021, under the 
Chairmanship of the United Kingdom.  Attenborough’s 
role will be to inspire people to act on climate change 
and protect the planet for future generations. 
 

Kami Rita: 51-year-old Sherpa guide scaled Mount 
Everest for the 25th time on May 7, breaking his own 
record for the most ascents of the world’s highest peak. 
Rita first scaled Everest in 1994. Expertise and skills of 
Sherpa guides are vital to the safety and success of the 
hundreds of climbers who dare to scale the 8,849-meter 
(29,032-foot) mountain peak. 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

JUNE 
 

Arun Kumar Mishra: A retired Supreme Court Judge, 
was appointed as the Chairman of the National Human 
Rights Commission, NHRC in New Delhi, by the 
President of India. 
 

Lt. Gen. Pradeep Chandran Nair: Appointed as the 
21st Director General of the Assam Rifles, a paramilitary 
force based in Shillong, Meghalaya. Established in 1835, 
it is the oldest paramilitary force of India. 
 

T V Narendran: CEO & Managing Director, Tata Steel, 
elected as the President of the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) for 2021-22. 
 

Abdulla Shahid:  Foreign Minister of Maldives elected 
as the President of 76th United Nations General 
Assembly. 

 

Nikol Pashinyan: Elected as the Prime Minister of 
Armenia, a tiny country east of Turkey. 

 

Ebrahim Raisi: Former judiciary chief elected as the 
new President of Iran.  A few months back, he was 
placed under US sanctions over human rights violations. 
 

Henri Marie Dondra:  Appointed as the Prime Minister 
of the Central African Republic, a land-locked country in 
central Africa. 

Naftali Bennett: Former defence minister and a high-
tech millionaire, was sworn-in as the 13th Prime 
Minister of Israel, after the Israely Parliament Knesset 
elected him as the leader of the house. 

 

Isaac Herzog:  Elected as Israel's 11th President by the 
parliament of Israel - Knesset.  

 

Ukhnaa Khurelsukh:  Former Mongolian Prime 
Minister became the country’s sixth democratically 
elected President.  

 

MAY 
 
 

Subodh Kumar Jaiswal: The 1985-batch IPS officer of 
Maharashtra cadre, has been appointed as the next 
regular Director of the CBI by the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC). 
 

Himanta Biswa Sarma:  Elected as the new chief 
minister of Assam, replacing the current incumbent 
Sarbanand Sonowal. 
 

MK Stalin: President of the Dravida 
MunnetraKazhagam party was sworn in as the new 
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu by the state Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit.  
 

N Rengasamy:  The NR Congress Chief was sworn in as 
the Chief Minister of UT of Puducherry by the Lt. 
Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan. 
 

T Rabi Sankar: Appointed as the Deputy Governor of 
the RBI for a period of three years, by the Appointments 
Committee of the Union Cabinet. Sankar was Executive 
Director of the RBI before being elevated to the post of 
Deputy Governor.  
He filled the vacancy created after the retirement of BP 
Kanungo on April 2. The other three Deputy Governors 
are Michael D Patra, Mukesh Kumar Jain and Rajeshwar 
Rao. 
 

Jose J Kattoor:  Appointed as the 
Executive Director (ED) of the 
Reserve Bank of India by the RBI.  
Prior to being promoted as ED, 
Kattoor was heading Bengaluru 
Regional Office of the Reserve Bank 
as Regional Director for Karnataka. 
 

T V Somanathan:  Appointed as the 
new Finance Secretary by the Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet.  
 

Amitabh Chaudhry: Re-appointed as the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer of Axis Bank. 
 

Bashar Al-Assad:  Re-elected as the President of Syria 
after winning the election for the fourth time. Assad, 55, 
has been President of the war-torn country since 2000. 
 

Guillermo Lasso:  Sworn in as the President of Ecuador, 
becoming the country’s first right-wing leader in the last 
14 years. 
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Anatole CollinetMakosso:  Appointed by the President 
as the new prime minister of Republic of Congo, a small 
country in western central Africa. 
It may be noted that a much bigger country on its eastern 
side is Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 

Penpa Tsering:  A former Speaker of the Tibetan 
Parliament-in-Exile, has been elected as the new 
President of the Central Tibetan Administration, elected 
Parliamentary government of Tibet, based in 
Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh.  
 

Moctar Ouane:  Re-appointed as the Prime Minister of 
Mali, a landlocked country in West Africa 
 

Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli: Re-appointed as Nepal’s 
care taker Prime Minister on May 14.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AWARDS & HONOURS 
 

JUNE 
 

 

International Booker Prize:  David Diop became the 
first French writer to win the prestigious prize for his 
novel, At Night All Blood is Black (originally titled “Frere 
d’ame” in French).  The £50,000 prize will be split 
between Diop and the book's translator (from French to 
English)- US author and poet Anna Moschovakis. 
The International Booker Prize is awarded every year by 
the UK’s Booker Prize Foundation for a single book that is 
translated into English and published in the UK or 
Ireland. 
 

MAY 
 

Lifetime Award in honour of Satyajit Ray 

The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has decided 
to institute the “Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Excellence in Cinema” to pay tributes to the 
legendary filmmaker Satyajit Ray.  
 A Bharat Ratna awardee, Ray was born on May 2, 1921. 
The award will be given at the International Film Festival 
of India (IFFI) every year starting from this year. The 
Award will comprise a cash prize of 10 lakh rupees, a 
certificate, Shawl, along with a Silver Peacock medal and 
a Scroll. 
 

International Eni Award 2020:  Bharat Ratna 
Professor C.N.R. Rao has been honoured with this 
prestigious global award for his research in renewable 
energy sources and energy storage.  Dr. Rao has 
honorary doctorates from 60 universities around the 
world and has authored over 51 books and 1,600 
research publications. 
The Eni award is also known as the Energy Frontier 
Award and is considered to be the Nobel Prize in Energy 
Research. It is sponsored by Eni – the oil and gas giant of 
Italy.  The Eni Award aims to promote better use of 
energy sources and encourage new generations of 
researchers in their work. 

WILD Innovator Award 2021: Dr. Krithi K Karanth, 
Chief Conservation Scientist at Bengaluru-based Centre 
for Wildlife Studies (CWS), has been chosen as the first 
Indian and Asian woman for the 2021 WILD Innovator 
Award. This award given by the ‘’WILD ELEMENTS 
Foundation’’ brings together a coalition of innovators, 
advocates and partners to identify solutions to global 
sustainability and conservation.  
 

Rudolf V Schindler Award:  Padma Bhushan awardee 
and noted gastroenterologist Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, 
who is also the chairman of AIG Hospitals, was selected 
for this esteemed award by the American Society of 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy.  It is the highest category in 
the prestigious Crystal Awards named after Dr Schindler 
who is considered as “the father of gastroscopy.” 
 

International Invincible Gold Medal:  Conferred on 
Union Education Minister Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
for his extraordinary commitment and outstanding 
service to humanity through his writings, social and 
illustrious public life. The award is given at global level 
by the Maharshi Organisation Worldwide, Netherland. 
 

Whitley Awards 2021:  Y Nuklu Phom, noted 
conservationist from Nagaland is one of the seven 
winners of the prestigious award for conservation.  Each 
awardee will receive a cash prize of 40,000 Pounds.  
The award recognised his efforts in establishing a 
biodiversity peace corridor in Nagaland to protect the 
rare migratory bird Amur falcon. Also known as the 
Green Oscar, the award is given by the UK based charity 
Whitley Fund for Nature.    
 

“Order of Rising Sun”:  Third highest civilian award of 
Japan The Japanese Government recently awarded to 
Bengaluru based Shyamala Ganesh, a teacher of 
Japanese at the Septuagenarian institution and also at 
the Ohara School of Ikebana in Bengaluru.  
 

World Food Prize 2021:  Dr 
Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted, a 
global nutrition expert of Indian 
descent, has won the prestigious 
prize for her ground-breaking 
research in developing holistic, 
nutrition-sensitive approaches to 
aquaculture and food systems. 71-
year-old Dr. Thilsted now serves as the Global Lead for 
Nutrition and Public Health at World Fish, a global 
CGIAR (Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research) center headquartered in Malaysia. 
The award is given by the World Food Prize Foundation, 
Iowa, USA. It carries a cash award of $2,50,000.  It was 
founded by the Nobel laureate Dr. Norman Borlaug in 
1986 to inspire breakthrough achievements in improving 
the quality, quantity and availability of food in the world. 
Dr. Borlaug is regarded as the father of “Green 
Revolution” for inventing high yield disease resistant 
varieties of wheat that almost doubled the food output. 
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Templeton Prize 2021:  World’s foremost authority on 
Chimpanzees, world-famous conservationist and 
environmentalist Jane Goodall of UK won the 
prestigious $1.5 million award.  

 
It is given annually by the John Templeton Foundation, 
Philadelphia, USA to recognise achievements of people 
“harnessing the power of the sciences to explore the 
deepest questions of the universe and humankind’s place 
and purpose within it.” 
 

Millennium Technology Prize:  Awarded to two 
British chemists who developed a super-fast DNA 
sequencing technique that paved the way for 
revolutionary healthcare advances.  Cambridge 
University professors Shankar Balasubramanian and 
David Klenerman will get one million Euro ($1.22 
million) for their work of over 27 years creating ever 
faster and cheaper ways to sequence the human 
genome. The prize is given once in two years by the 
Technology Academy, Finland. 
 

Billboard 2021 Music Awards:  The popular music 
award show of the USA was held on May 23 in Los 
Angeles. Canadian singer-songwriter The Weeknd 
dominated the ceremony with 10 awards, including the 
iconic Top Artist Trophy.  His real name is Abel 
Makkonen Tesfaye.  
 

Miss Universe 2020:  Andrea Meza of Mexico won the 
contest held in Hollywood, Los Angeles, USA.   
 

 

BOOKS & AUTHORS 
 

JUNE 
 

Transformation in Times of Crisis   by Nitin Rakesh 

and Jerry Wind 

Monk in a Merc by Late Dr. Ashok Panagariya, veteran 

Neurologist 

Lost Children Archive by Valeria Luiselli, winner of 

International Dublin Literary Award 

Languages of Truth   by Salmam Rushdie 

Stargazing - The Players in My Life   by Ravi Shastri, 

Head Coach, Indian Cricket Team 

Skill it, Kill it    by Ronnie Screwvala, noted film and TV 

producer, educationist and entrepreneur 

The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich 

Home in the World by Dr. Amartya Sen, Bharat Ratna 

and first Asian to win the Nobel Prize in Economics 

(1998). 

The Nutmeg’s Curse by Amitav Ghosh 

Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Read 

The Maidens by Alex Michaelides  

The Secret Keeper of Jaipur by Alka Joshi 
 

MAY 
 

Elephant by Paul Pickering 
Things We Lost to the Water by Eric Nguyen 

The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave 

Ariadne by Jennifer Saint 
People We Meet on Vacation by Emily Henry 

Sorrowland by Rivers Solomon 

While Justice Sleeps by Stacey Abrams 

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro, Nobel laureate of 
literature, 2017 

All Time Favourites for Children   by Ruskin Bond, a 
collection of short stories 

Sach Kahun Toh (Truly Speaking): Autobiography of 
Neena Gupta, veteran Bollywood actress 

India and Asian Geopolitics: The Past, Present    by 
Shivshankar Menon, former National Security Adviser 
and Foreign Secretary 
 

OBITUARY 
 

JUNE 
 
 

Milkha Singh: The track legend “Flying Sikh” passed 
away on June 18 due to post-COVID complications. He 
was 91. His wife, Nirmal Milkha Singh also succumbed 
to COVID-19 on June 13. She was 85. He is the only 
athlete to win gold in 400m, both at the Asian Games 
and in the Commonwealth Games.  
He was a four-time Asian Games gold-medallist and 
1958 Commonwealth Games champion. He is best 
remembered for the 1960 Rome Olympics where though 
he finished fourth, his timing of 45.6 seconds remained 
the Indian national record for almost 40 years. 
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Sir Anerood Jugnauth: Two 
times former President and four-
time Prime Minister of Mauritius 
passed away on June 3 due to age 
related ailments.  He was 91.  He 
was considered the father of the 
Mauritian economic miracle of 
the 1980s.   
He served as President of 
Mauritius for two terms, from 

October 2003 to March 2012. He was Prime Minister of 
the island nation for four times, totaling 18 years. The 
Indian-origin leader was honoured by India with Padma 
Vibhushan and Pravasi Bharatiya Samman. 
 

MAY 
 

Dr. Srikumar Banerjee:  Former Chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission and a veteran Nuclear 
Scientist passed away at the age of 75 on May 23 in Navi 
Mumbai.  He also served as the Director of Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre, Tromby (Mumbai) in 2005-10. 
He was honoured with Padma Shri in 2005. 
 

Sunderlal Bahuguna:  Noted Environmentalist and 
pioneer of world famous “Chipko Movement” in 1974 to 
save trees, passed away in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand on 
May 21 due to COVID-19 related complications. He was 
94. Government of India honoured him Padma Shri in 
1981 and with Padma Vibhushan in 2009 for his 
outstanding contributions for environment 
conservation. 
 

Jagannath Pahadia: The first Dalit Chief Minister of 
Rajasthan (1980-81) succumbed to death due to COVID-
19 at the age of 89 on May 19.  A four-time member of 
parliament, he was a union minister for several years. 
He also served as a former governor of Bihar (1989- 
1990) and Haryana (2009-2014). 
 

Prof. M S Narasimhan:  Distinguished mathematician 
Padma Bhushan Prof. M S Narasimhan, passed away on 
May 16. He was 88.  Famous for the Narasimhan-
Seshadri theorem, he made pioneering contributions to 
differential & algebraic geometry. He played a key role 
in the development of Mathematics in India.  He was a 
recipient of the Bhatnagar Prize in 1975, the Third 
World Academy Award for Mathematics in 1987, and is 
a Fellow of the Royal Society, London. In 2006 he was a 
recipient of the King Faisal International Prize for 
Science. 
 

Raghunandan Lal Bhatia:  Congress stalwart, 
popularly known as RL Bhatia, died of Covid in Amritsar 
on May 15. He would have turned 101 on July 3. Bhatia 
had an illustrious political career as he represented the 
Amritsar Lok Sabha constituency six times and also 
remained a Minister of State for External Affairs. He also 
served as Governor of Kerala and Bihar. 
 

Raghunath Mohapatra:  Eminent sculptor, architect, 
and Rajya Sabha member passed away while 
undergoing treatment for COVID-19.  He was 78. Hailing 
from Odisha, Mohapatra was awarded Padma Shri in 
1975, Padma Bhushan in 2001 and Padma Vibhushan in 
2013 for his pioneering contributions to the world of 
art, architecture and culture. 
 

Ajit Singh:  Former Union Minister, founder and current 
chief of Rashtriya Lok Dal passed away on May 6 losing 
battle with coronavirus. 82-year-old Singh was a 
prominent farmer leader and son of former prime 
minister Chaudhary Charan Singh (1979-80). He was a 
7-time MP from Baghpat in western UP and served as a 
union minister on multiple occasions.  He was a 
computer scientist by profession and worked for 15 
years in the US.                   
Jagmohan (Malhotra):  Former Union Minister and 
former Governor of Jammu and Kashmir passed away in 
New Delhi on May 3 at a ripe age of 93. A civil servant, 
Jagmohan also served as Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 
and Goa. He was nominated to the Rajya Sabha once and 
represented New Delhi in Lok Sabha thrice on a BJP 
ticket. He served as the Union Minister for 
Communications, Urban Development, Tourism and 
Culture. He was honoured with Padma Shri in 1971, 
Padma Bhushan in 1977 and Padma Vibhushan in 2016 
for his outstanding services. 
 

Pandit Debu Chaudhuri: Renowned Sitar maestro 
passed away following COVID-19 related complications. 
He was 85.The Legend of Sitar belonged to the Senia or 
Gharana style of music. He was honoured with the 
Padma Bhushan and the Padma Shri. 
 

Rohit Sardana: Renowned TV journalist and news 
anchor passed away, due to heart attack, following the 
deadly COVID-19 infection. The young journalist was 
just 41-year-old. Sardana was associated with Zee News 
since 2004, before moving to AajTak in 2017.  
 

Soli Sorabjee: Former Attorney General, veteran lawyer 
and Padma Vibhushan awardee passed away on April 30 
after getting infected with COVID-19. The 91-year-old 
legal luminary Sorabjee held several offices in 
organizations of national and international repute 
during his long and noted career in the field of law. 
Sorabjee served as the Attorney General of India twice 
— from 1989-90 during VP Singh’s Government and 
from 1998 to 2004 during the AB Vajpayee government. 
 

Manoj Das: A prolific Indian author who wrote in Odia 
and English languages, passed away on April 27, at the 
age of 87 due to age-related ailments.  He was conferred 
with Padma Shri in 2001 and Padma Bhushan in 2020 
for his contributions in the field of education and 
philosophy. His search for mysticism motivated him to 
become an inmate of Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 
Puducherry and since 1963, he has been a professor of 
Philosophy and English Literature there. 
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 

JUNE 
Dehing Patkai:  The Assam Government declared the 
Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary as the 7th National 
Park of the state on June 9.  The 234 square kilometres 
of the rain forest area has unique floral and faunal 
diversity.  The sanctuary is home to hoolock gibbon, 
elephant, tiger, leopard, clouded leopard, golden cat, 
fishing cat, marble cat, sambar, hog deer, sloth bear, and 
several bird species. 
 

Raimona Sanctuary:  A forest reserve in western 
Assam's Kokrajhar district was notified as Assam's sixth 
national park on the occasion of the World Environment 
Day on June 5. The national park has a variety of wildlife 
including tiger, clouded leopard, Golden Langur, Indian 
gaur, Asian Elephant, spotted deer, wild buffalo and 
hornbill. It is also home to over 150 species of 
butterflies, 170 species of birds, many species of orchids 
and 380 species of plants. 
 

Auckland:  The most populous city in New Zealand 
topped the EIU Global Liveability Ranking and scored 
highly on metrics including environment, culture, and 
education. Osaka, Japan and Adelaide, Australia were 
ranked second and third, respectively.  
The Global Liveability Ranking is a report by the 
Economist Intelligence Unit that ranks 140 cities 
worldwide on the basis of a livability score for more than 
30 qualitative and quantitative factors spread across five 
categories including education, infrastructure, 
healthcare, stability, and culture.  A main consideration 
this year was the way in which cities dealt with the global 
pandemic in the best way. 
 

Manama: Capital of Bahrain topped the globally-
recognised AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index for financial 
attractiveness for the third straight year.  Besides 
Manama, other cities ranked included Riyadh, Kuwait 
City, Amman and Abu Dhabi. 
The rankings evaluate the salary levels, cost of living, and 
taxes in a particular market in order to create an overall 
score for financial attractiveness.  AIRNIC is a US based 
global manpower and management consultant firm. 
 

 

MAY 
 

Cyclone Yaas:  A ‘very severe’ cyclone devastated the 
beach towns in north Odisha and neighbouring West 
Bengal as it hit the coast in the morning of May 26 with 
wind speed of 130-140 kmph. The location of the 
landfall was north of Dhamra in Odisha’s Bhadrak 
district, 50 km south of Balasore.  The seawater entered 
coastal areas in South 24 Parganas and adjoining areas 
in West Bengal. The National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) deployed the highest number of its 112 teams in 
Odisha and West Bengal for relief and rescue 
preparations.   

Goma, Congo: The eruption of Mount Nyiragongo on 
the night of May 22 sent about 5,000 people fleeing from 
the city of Goma in eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, across the nearby border into Rwanda, while 
another 25,000 others sought refuge to safer areas.  
Torrents of lava poured into nearby villages with hardly 
any warning, destroying more than 500 homes and 
leaving at least 15 people dead. 
 

Cyclone Tauktae: Kerala witnessed heavy rain in many 
parts of the State as an extremely severe cyclonic storm 
Tauktae passed by the coast on May 16 with wind 
speeds of up to 185 kmph.  Widespread damage was 
reported from across the State. The cyclonic storm left 
at least six people dead while injuring 13 others. 
The cyclone caused widespread damage in coastal 
districts of Konkan region belt of Maharashtra as heavy 
rains and gusty winds battered the area. Over 150 
persons were drowned as a barge – used for 
engineering and cargo purposes – sank near the 
‘Bombay High’ oil-rig in the Arabian Sea.   
On May 17 evening the cyclone devastated the coastal 
districts of southern Gujarat, causing widespread power 
outages. The cyclone weakened slightly after its landfall 
in Gujarat on the morning of 18thMay. 
 

Gaza Strip: Severe armed conflict erupted between 
Israel and the adjoining Palestine area Gaza Strip in 
second week of May after Palestinian militants of Hamas 
group fired barrages of rockets at southern Israeli 
cities.  Israel conducted dozens of air strikes in 
retaliation hitting the facilities belonging to Hamas and 
several commanders’ homes, damaging main roads and 
power lines.  
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
called for an immediate end to the fighting between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
A ceasefire mediated by Egypt came into force in the Gaza 
Strip on May 21, bringing to halt 11 days of fiercest 
fighting between Israel and Hamas. 
 

Mount Sinabung:  Indonesia’s most active volcano 
erupted once again on May 7, spewing a thick column of 
volcanic ash 2.8 kms up into the sky.  Sinabung is one of 
the most active volcanoes in Indonesia, and some 
30,000 people have been forced to leave nearby homes 
in the past few years. 
 

 
 

SPORTS WORLD 
 

JUNE 
 

Vinesh Phogat, the 26 year old Indian wrestler won the 
gold in 53kg  at the Poland Open in Warsaw, Poland. 
 

Sanjeet Kumar won gold in the 91 Kg category at the 
ASBC Asian Amateur Boxing Championships. 
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Pooja Rani became the lone Indian woman boxer to 
strike gold at the 2021 Asian Amateur Boxing 
Championships held in Dubai on May 30. 
 

Sunil Chhetri, Indian Football skipper overtook Lionel 
Messi to become the second-highest active international 
goal scorer with 74 goals. The top position is held by 
Cristiano Ronaldo of Portugal, with 103 goals. 
 

Shafali Verma, 17-year-old batswoman, retained her 
top position in the ICC women’s T20 batting rankings. 
 

Hockey India named midfielder Manpreet Singh as 
captain of the 16-member Olympic-bound men’s hockey 
team. 
 

Dr. Tadang Minu:  Arunachal Pradesh based boxing 
expert has become the first Indian woman to be 
appointed as a member of the Coaches Committee of the 
International Boxing Association (AIBA). Dr. Minu has 
been appointed due to her enormous knowledge and 
experience in the field of boxing. 
 

India lost the first-ever World Test Cricket 
Championship to New Zealand in the finals played at 
Southampton, UK on June 23. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

Max Verstappen (Netherlands) of the team Red Bull 
won the 2021 French Grand Prix.  
 

Red Bull’s Sergio Perez (of Mexico) won the Azerbaijan 
Grand Prix F1 championship held in Baku, capital city of 
Azerbaijan. 
 

French Open Grand Slam ends at Roland-Garros, Paris 
World No.1 Novak Djokovic (Serbia) clinched his 
second French open Men's Singles title after beating 
world No. 5 Stefanos Tsitsipas on June 13.  
Barbora Krejcikova of Czech Republic (ranked 33rd) 
won the Women's Singles title by defeating 31st seeded 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova of Russia. 
 

Laurel Hubbard, the New Zealand weightlifter created 
history after being confirmed as the first transgender 
athlete to compete at an Olympic Games. The 43-year-
old weightlifter will contest in the women’s super-
heavyweight 87kg-plus category in Tokyo. It is reported 
that she had undergone a sex-chang in 2012 from male 
to female gender. 

 

MAY 
Achinta Sheuli, national weightlifting champion 
secured the silver medal in the men’s 73-kilogram 
category at the Junior World Weightlifting 
Championships 2021 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Achinta 
lifted a total of 313 kg (141 kg snatch and 172 kg clean 
and jerk). 
 

V Karthikeyan Pandian, an IAS officer, and private 
secretary to Odisha Chief Minister, was conferred with 
President’s Award by International Hockey Federation 
for his contribution in promotion of hockey in Odisha. 

Etienne Glichitch Award: Hockey India won this 
prestigious award given by the International Hockey 
Federation in recognition of its contribution to the 
growth and development of the sport in the country. 
 

Narinder Batra: Re-elected as the President of 
International Hockey Federation (FIH), Lausanne 
(Switzerland) for the second consecutive term, till 2024. 
Batra is also the President of the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA). 
 

Ramesh Powar:  Appointed as the Head Coach of Indian 
Cricket Team (Senior Women) by the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI). 
 

The 2022 FIFA under-17 Women’s World Cup will be 
held in India from October 11 to 30, 2022. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

European Golden Boot:  Won by Robert Lewandowski, 
star striker of Bayern Munich Football Club of Germany.  
He scored an incredible 41 goals in 29 Bundesliga 
(Germany’s top football league) appearances to claim 
the top scorer spot in Europe. 
 

Max Verstappen (Netherland) of team Red Bull won 
the Formula One championship in Monaco Grand Prix at 
Monaco. 
 

Lewis Hamilton (Britain) won the Portuguese Grand 
Prix F1 championship for team Mercedes held at 
Portimao, Portugal. 
 

Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes secured victory at the 
Spanish Grand Prix in Barcelona on May 9 beating his 
rival Red Bull’s Max Verstappen. 
 

Mark Selby of Britain won the World Snooker 
Championship for the fourth time.  The event was held 
at Crucible Theatre, Sheffield (UK). 
 
 

22nd Laureus World Sports Awards:    
Most prestigious sports awards ceremony was held in 
Seville, Spain on May 6. The awards are given by the 
Laureus World Sports Awards Ltd, London every year. 
 

Sportswoman of the Year:  Naomi Osaka, world no. 2 

tennis player from Japan, for the second time 

Sportsman of the Year:   Rafael Nadal, world no. 2 

Tennis legend from Spain, for the fourth time 

Team of the year:  Bayern Munich football team from 

Germany, for the second time 

Lifetime Achievement Award:  Tennis legend Billie 

Jean King.  The 77-year-old former world no one from 

the USA won 39 Grand Slam titles in her career. 
 

Italian Open Tennis Tournament, Rome, Italy: 
Women's Singles title:  won by Polish teenager Iga 
Swiatek  
Men's Singles title:  won by Rafael Nadal of Spain 
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Arjan ‘Singh’ Bhullar became the first Indian origin 
fighter to win the ONE Heavyweight World Title at the 
top-level MMA (Mixed Martial Arts) Championship 
event in Singapore on May 16, after defeating the 
heavyweight king Brandon Vera, reigning champion for 
the last five years. Bhullar is a Canadian citizen. 
 

Conor McGregor, the 32-year-old MMA star from 
Ireland topped the Forbes list of worlds 10 highest-
earning athletes, having made $180 million in 2020.  
The earnings are from prize money, contract fee and 
endorsement fee.   
Lionel Messi was in second spot, having made $130 
million in 2020 followed by Cristiano Ronaldo at third 
rank, earning $ 120 million. 
 

Phil Mickelson, American professional golfer, created 
history by winning the 2021 PGA Championship, at the 
age of 50, becoming the oldest player to win a major 
title in the history of the PGA Tour. 
 

DAYS & DATES  
 
 

JUNE 
 
 

June 1: World Milk Day 

 
 

Observed every year to recognize the importance of 
milk as a global food and provide an opportunity to 
bring attention to activities that are connected with the 
dairy sector.  The day was established by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in 
2001. The theme for the year 2021 is ’Sustainability in 
the Dairy Sector’. 
 

June 01: The Global Day of Parents 
The day is observed annually to pay respects to all the 
parents in all parts of the world for their selfless 
commitment to children and their lifelong sacrifice 
towards nurturing this relationship. The day aims to 
stimulate awareness of the importance of parenthood 
and its role in providing protection to children, 
especially in the current tough times of Covid pandemic. 
The theme for this year is ‘Appreciate all parents 
throughout the world’. 

June 3: World Bicycle Day 
The United Nations approved this day in 2018 to 
encourage the use of the bicycle as a means of fostering 
sustainable development.  The day aims at developing a 
culture of cycling for basic transportation, commutation, 
and strengthening physical and mental health.  
The idea behind it is to recognise the longevity, 
uniqueness and versatility of the bicycle, and that it is an 
affordable, reliable, simple, clean and environmentally fit 
sustainable means of transport that reduces traffic 
congestion and cuts down pollution.   
 

June 5:  World Environment Day 
It is the biggest annual event in the world run by the 
United Nations. It's main aim is to raise awareness to 
protect nature and look at various environmental issues 
that are growing day by day.  The UN General Assembly 
established this Day in 1972, which was the first day of 
the Stockholm Conference on the human environment.  
The theme for the Day this year is ‘Reimagine. Recreate. 
Restore.' as this year marks the beginning of the United 
Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. Every World 
Environment Day is hosted by a different country in which 
official celebrations take place. This year's host is 
Pakistan. 
 

June 7:  World Food Safety Day 
It is celebrated to draw attention and inspire action to 
help prevent, detect and manage foodborne risks, 
contributing to food security, human health, economic 
prosperity, agriculture, market access, tourism and 
sustainable development.   
Through this day, WHO pursues its efforts to mainstream 
food safety in the public agenda and reduce the burden of 
food-borne diseases globally.  The theme for this year’s 
celebrations has been selected as “Safe food today for a 
healthy tomorrow”. 
 

June 8:  World Oceans Day 
Observed globally every year to raise awareness about 
the importance of the oceans in our lives and the ways 
through which we can protect them.  With the ongoing 
issues related to water bodies, such as plastic waste, 
decreasing level of water, impurities in water and 
others, it is the utmost necessity to preserve and 
conserve our oceans.  They are the lungs of our planet 
and provide most of the oxygen we breathe.  The theme 
for this year is 'The Ocean: Live and Livelihoods'.  
 

June 12:  World Day Against Child Labour 
This Day was launched by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), Geneva in 2002.  The day aims to 
fight against child labour throughout the world.  It 
provides an opportunity to develop an environment for 
children to grow and live a dignified life.  
The theme for this year is "Act now: end child labour”.  
This is the first time in nearly two decades, the world has 
seen an increase in child labour and millions more are 
vulnerable due to pandemic situation. 
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June 14:  World Blood Donor Day 

 
 

The day is celebrated to raise awareness for the need for 
safe blood and blood products and to thank blood 
donors.  Blood is an important resource, both for 
planned treatments and urgent interventions. It can 
help patients suffering from life-threatening conditions 
and supports complex medical and surgical procedures.  
This year the theme is - “Give blood and keep the world 
beating”.  As per WHO, Italy will host World Blood 
Donor Day 2021 through its National Blood Centre. 
 

June 15:  World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
Observed with UN support to provide an opportunity 
for communities around the globe to promote a better 
understanding of abuse and neglect of older persons by 
creating awareness of the various factors that affect 
elder abuse and neglect.  It is a global social issue that 
affects the health and human rights of millions of older 
persons around the world.  
This year’s theme is 'Access to Justice'. It serves as a 
reminder of the importance to fully address the needs of 
older persons who may seek recourse. 
 

June 15:  Global/World Wind Day  
This day is observed to raise awareness about the 
power of wind energy and how it is harnessed. 
According to WindEurope, onshore wind is now seen as 
the cheapest form of energy, especially for generating 
electricity.  The day is organised by European Wind 
Energy Association (EWEA) and the Global Wind Energy 
Council (GWEC). 
 

June 17:  World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought 
Supported by the UNO, the day is all about a green 
planet, sustainable development, and health and welfare 
of people. 
Nearly three quarters of the Earth’s ice-free land has 

been altered by humans to meet an ever-growing 

demand for food, raw materials, highways and homes.  

Keeping this in mind, the theme for this year is 

"Restoration. Land. Recovery" -- We build back better 

with healthy land. 

June 18:  Autistic Pride Day 
Observed globally every year to respect the rights of 
persons with autism. In 2005, the first autistic pride day 
was celebrated in Brazil by the Aspies For Freedom 
(AFF) created by Gareth & Amy Nelson and it became a 
global event.  
Autism or Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), refers to a 

broad range of conditions characterized by challenges 

with social skills, repetitive behaviours, speech and 

nonverbal communication. According to the World Health 

Organization (WHO), one in 160 children have Autism 

Spectrum Disorder. 
 

June 18: Sustainable Gastronomy Day 
The UN General Assembly approved this day for an 
international observance in 2016. The day 
acknowledges gastronomy as a cultural expression 
related to the natural and cultural diversity of the world. 
UNESCO and the FAO and the UN General Assembly 
work together to facilitate the observance of this day.  
Gastronomy refers to the art of food or the style of 
cooking from a particular region. Gastronomy often refers 
to local food and cuisine. Sustainable gastronomy, 
therefore, means cuisine that takes into account where 
the ingredients are from, how they are grown and how 
they reach markets and eventually to our plates and 
avoiding wastages at every step. 
 

June 20:  World Refugee Day 
This Day is observed every year to respect and honour 
the courage and resilience of refugees across the world 
who have been forced out of their homes. The day aims 
to build understanding and empathy for refugees 
building their lives in countries new to them. It's an 
opportunity to make efforts to protect their human 
rights. 
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), 82.4 million people worldwide were 

forcibly displaced by the end of 2020 as a result of 

persecution, conflict, violence, and human rights 

violations.  The theme for this year is 'Together we heal, 

learn and shine'. It calls for the greater inclusion of 

refugees in the healthcare system across the world, 

specially in the fight against Corona.  
 

June (20):  Father's Day 
The Day is celebrated every year on the third Sunday of 
June, though some countries observe it on some 
different dates also. The Day honors the role fathers 
play in the family structure and society.  It aims to 
express appreciation and acknowledge the role of the 
father in children's lives, and society as a whole.  
The first Father's Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910, in 
the USA.  It gained popularity after President Nixon 
signed a declaration in 1972 to celebrate every third 
Sunday of June as Father’s Day. 
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 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                                                                    33 

June 21:  World Music Day 

 
Celebrated around the world to promote peace and 
spread goodwill through music.  On this day, usually 
young and amateur musicians are encouraged to 
perform. The day is also popularly referred to as Fete de 
la Musique in French.  It was founded by French 
composers Jack Lang and Maurice Fleuret in 1981. 
Every year free concerts are organized across the globe 
to make music accessible to all.   
 

June 21:  World Hydrography Day 
Observed globally every year to publicise the work of 
hydrographers and the importance of hydrography. The 
day marks the anniversary of the founding of the 
International Hydrographic Bureau in 1921. In 1970, its 
name was changed to the International Hydrographic 
Organization. It is based in Monte Carlo, Monaco.   
The theme for this year is “100 years of international 
cooperation in hydrography”.  
Hydrography is the branch of science that measures and 
describes the physical features of the water bodies and 
adjoining coastal areas. 
 

June 21:  International Yoga Day 
Celebrated every year to highlight the importance of 
Yoga and the pivotal role it plays in rejuvenating our 
mind and the body, leading to a healthier lifestyle.  Yoga 
is particularly beneficial in times of current pandemic 
when mental and physical health is under stress.   
Art of yoga is believed to have originated in India 
thousands of years ago and also finds mention in ancient 
scriptures like the Rig Veda.  This year, the theme for the 
event is ‘Yoga for wellness' i.e. how the practice of Yoga 
can promote the holistic health of every individual. 
 

June 23: World Olympic Day 
This day is celebrated all around the world by hundreds 
of thousands of people (old and young) who participate 
in sports activities, such as runs, exhibitions, music, and 
educational seminars. The day marks the birth of the 
Modern Olympic Movement and the foundation of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) on this day in 
1894 in Paris.  
The theme for the year 2021 is “Stay healthy, stay strong, 
stay active with the #OlympicDay workout on 23 June.” 

June 23:  United Nations Public Service Day 
This day is observed to highlight the contribution of 
public servants in the development process and 
encourages young people to pursue careers in the public 
sector.  The role of public service and people engaged in 
it have become far more important when a pandemic is 
raging across the globe, killing over 39 lakh people 
worldwide.   
The theme chosen for this year is “Innovating the Future Public 
Service: New Government Models for a New Era to Reach the 
SDGs”. It will focus on innovation and technology playing an 
important role in the delivery of public services.  
 

June 23:  International Widows Day 
The day was launched by the United Nations in 2010 to 
raise awareness of the violation of human rights that 
widows suffer in many countries following the death of 
their spouses. The day aims to develop resources and 
policy to empower widows and allow them to have 
access to education, work, healthcare and lives free of 
violence and abuse.  
The theme for this year is "Invisible Women, Invisible Problems”; 
raising the issue of neglect of widows by the policy makers.  
There are an estimated 258 million widows around the world, 
and nearly one in ten live in extreme poverty. 
 

June 25:  Day of the Seafarer 
The International Maritime Organization, London 
celebrates this day to pay respect to seafarers and 
sailors who help the entire world function by 
conducting sea transport.  Today, over 90% of global 
trade is done by sea, since it is still the most cost-
effective way to transport goods.  
The 2021 campaign for the day is: Fair future for seafarers. It 
focuses on ensuring a fair deal for all the seafarers who come 
across varied conditions in different countries while performing 
their duties. 
 

June 26:  International Day against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking 
In 1987, the United Nations General Assembly decided 
to observe this Day as an expression of its 
determination to strengthen action and cooperation to 
achieve the goal of an international society free of drug 
abuse.   
The theme for this year is “Share Facts on Drugs, Save Lives”.  It 
aims at combating misinformation on drugs and promoting 
sharing of facts on drugs for evidence-based prevention, 
treatment, and care. 
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June 27:  Micro-, Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (MSMEs) Day 
This day is observed by the United Nations to raise 
public awareness of the contribution of MSMEs to 
sustainable development and the global economy.  
These enterprises, which usually employ fewer than 250 
persons, are the backbone of most economies 
worldwide.  
According to the data provided by the International 
Council for Small Business, formal and informal MSMEs 
make up over 90% of all firms and account on average for 
60 – 70% of total employment and contribute roughly 
half of world’s GDP.   To ensure proper care of MSMEs, 
India has a separate MSME Ministry headed by Nitin 
Gadkari. 
 

June 29:  National Statistics Day 
It is celebrated every year on the birth anniversary of 
Prof. P C Mahalanobis, in recognition of his invaluable 
contribution in enrichment of Statistical Systems in 
India.  He was the founder of the Indian Statistical 
Institute and devised the “Mahalanobis Distance”, a 
statistical measure. The Day aims to popularise the use 
of statistics in everyday life and sensitise the public as to 
how statistics helps in shaping and framing policies. 
 

June 30:  International Day of Parliamentarism 
This Day was established in 2018 through a UN General 
Assembly resolution.  It is an opportunity to celebrate 
parliaments and the ways in which parliamentary 
systems of government improve the day-to-day lives of 
people the world over.   
Strong parliaments are a cornerstone of democracy. 
They work to make sure that policies benefit all people, 
especially the most vulnerable. The Day aims to 
promote SDG no 16 -- Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions. 
 

June 30: International Asteroid Day 
This day is observed to mark the crashing of a huge 
asteroid in Tunguska in Siberia on this day in 1908. It is 
the most harmful known asteroid related event on Earth 
in recent history.  The Day aims to raise public 
awareness about the asteroid impact hazard.  On this 
day, many programmes relating to creating awareness 
about the study of Asteroids are also run by the UNO. 

 
 

MAY 
 

 

May 01: International Labour Day 

 
 

This day is celebrated to honour the contribution of 
workers across the world. It is also known as May Day.  
The Day commemorates the happenings of May 4, 1886, 
the Haymarket massacre in Chicago, USA that led to 8 
hour working norms for the workers. First Labour Day 
was observed on May 1, 1891. 
This year’s Labour Day is being celebrated amid the 
Coronavirus pandemic, which has threatened to put lakhs 
of workers and labourers out of job due to the emerging 
severe economic crisis.  
 

May 2: World Tuna Day  
 Observed every year to raise 
awareness about the Tuna fish 
and its importance to humans 
and earth and also to promote 
more sustainable fishing 
practices to conserve the 
species. They are a significant 
source of food and have amazing qualities due to which 
they are threatened by overwhelming demand. The UNO 
officially recognised the World Tuna Day in 2017.  Tuna 
is a saltwater fish comprising some 15 different species 
across five genera. 
 

May (2):  World Laughter Day 

It is celebrated on the first Sunday of May every year. It 
is a day to raise awareness about laughter and its many 
healing benefits. The Day was first celebrated in 1998, in 
Mumbai upon the initiation of Dr Madan Kataria, 
founder of the worldwide Laughter Yoga movement. 
 

May 3: World Press Freedom Day 

This day is celebrated across the globe to pay gratitude 
to those journalists who lost their lives in order to bring 
us honest and real news.  The day commemorates the 
anniversary of the Declaration of Windhoek (a city in 
Namibia), a statement of press freedom principles made 
in 1991.   
Considered as the fourth pillar of democracy, freedom of 
the press is implicit under Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian 
constitution as well. The theme for this year's Day is 
“Information as a Public Good”. 
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May 04: International Firefighters’ Day 

Observed every year to show our support and 
appreciation for the firefighters who work round the 
clock to protect us from incidents of fire and many other 
emergencies.  The day was instituted, after the death of 
five firefighters in tragic circumstances in a bushfire in 
Australia on 2 December, 1998. 
 

May (4): World Asthma Day   
It is observed every year on the 1st Tuesday of May. The 
day spread awareness about asthma disease and its care 
around the world.  The celebrations are supported by 
the USA based NGO - Global Initiative for Asthma - 
GINA.  The theme for 2021 World Asthma Day is 
“Uncovering Asthma Misconceptions “. 
 

May 05: Hand Hygiene Day 

Celebrated with active support from WHO - World 
Health Organisation, to mobilize people around the 
world to increase adherence to hand hygiene in health 
care facilities, thus protecting health care workers and 
patients from infections.  
This year, the campaign theme is “Seconds save lives – 
clean your hands!” It aims to highlight the fact that 
handwashing is one of the most effective actions you can 
take to reduce the spread of pathogens and prevent 
infections, including the COVID-19 virus.  
 

May 05:  World Athletics Day 

This day was introduced by the IAAF in 1996 to increase 
awareness about athletics and to encourage the youth to 
take up sports. Although this day is celebrated in the 
month of May every year, the IAAF marked May 5 as the 
date for World Athletics Day in 2021.  
IAAF, formerly known as the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation or International Association of 
Athletics Federations, is the international governing 
body for the sport of athletics. Recently, it changed its 
name to “World Athletics”. Due to the ongoing Corona 
pandemic, all sports are down all over the world and so 
no theme has been chosen for this year. 
 

May 08: World Red Cross Day 

The day is observed to celebrate the good work that the 
Red Cross Movement does around the world.  
It’s an opportunity to pay tribute to the volunteers for 
their unprecedented contribution to the people in need.  
The theme for this year is ‘Unstoppable’.  This day also 
marks the birth anniversary of Henri Dunant (May 08, 
1928), the founder of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross in 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland. He was the 
recipient of the first Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

May 08: World Thalassemia Day 

 
 

This day is observed to raise awareness about 
thalassemia disease, its preventive measures and to 
avoid transmission and the importance of vaccination 
for children’s health, society and among the people 
throughout the world.  
This day is observed by the Thalassemia International 
Federation (TIF), a NGO based in Nicosia, Cyprus.  The 
theme for this year’s celebrations is - “Addressing 
Health Inequalities Across the Global Thalassemia 
Community”. 
Thalassemia disease is a type of blood disorder where red 
blood cells get destroyed causing difficulty in the 
formation of hemoglobin which can cause anemia. It is a 
genetic disease which gets transferred from parents to 
children. Thalassemia patients need frequent transfusions 
of healthy blood to supplement their red blood cells. 
 

May (08): World Migratory Bird Day 

This day is officially celebrated twice in a year since it 
started in 2006. Firstly, it is held on the Second Saturday 
of May and again on the Second Saturday of October. 
The day aims to raise awareness of migratory birds and 
the importance of international cooperation to conserve 
them.   
The theme selected for this year’s celebration is “Sing, Fly, 
Soar – Like a Bird!”  The theme appeals to people around 
the world to use their voices and creativity to express 
their shared appreciation of birds and nature. 
 

May (9) : Happy Mothers’ Day 

Celebrated in India and many other countries on the 
second Sunday of May to honour the Mothers for the 
unconditional love, adoration and indispensable 
affection they bestow upon their children and providing 
unmatched lifetime emotional support. Some other 
countries celebrate it on some other days. 
The first Mother’s Day was celebrated in West Virginia, 

USA in 1908, when a school teacher Anna Jarvis organised 

a Memorial Service at St. Andrew’s Methodist Church 

commemorating the immaculate contribution of her 

mother in her life, three years after she had passed away 

in 1905.  
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May 11:  National Technology Day 

This day is celebrated to commemorate the day on 
which India successfully test-fired its first nuclear 
bombs in 1998 under “Operation Shakti” in Pokhran. On 
the same day India also performed successful test firing 
of the Trishul Missile and had test flown the first 
indigenous aircraft - ‘Hansa - 3’.   
Although, India conducted its first nuclear test, 
codenamed “Smiling Buddha”, at Pokhran in Rajasthan in 
1974, but it was after the 1998 test that then prime 
minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee publicly declared India’s 
status as a nuclear weapons power, then 6th in world. 
 

May 12:  International Nurses Day 

This day is celebrated to thank all nurses, their 
dedication, their invaluable services, especially during 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. This day happens to 
be the birthday of the legendary nurse - Florence 
Nightingale.   
A British social reformer, she earned the nickname of 
“Lady with the Lamp” as she used to attend the patients 
throughout the night, holding a lamp in her hand. The 
theme of 2021 International Nurses Day is ‘Nurses: A 
Voice to Lead – A vision for future healthcare’. 
 

May 15: International Family Day 

The day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 
1993 to promote awareness of issues relating to 
families.  This day provides an opportunity to increase 
the knowledge of the social, economic and demographic 
factors affecting families.  
The theme of this year's Day is "Families and New 
Technologies." It aims to focus on technological 
developments as to how they can impact families. With 
COVID-19, digital technology has taken center stage in 
our lives.  
 

May 16:  National Dengue Day 

Observed every year with support from the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare to raise awareness about 
dengue and its preventive measures. Dengue is a viral 
disease, transmitted by the infective bite of the 
mosquito named Aedes Aegypti. It is common after the 
rainy season. It is highly contagious and spreads from 
one person to another through mosquito bites.  

 

May 16: Inter. Day of Living Together in Peace 

In 2017, the United Nations declared this Day to 
promote peace, tolerance, inclusion, understanding, and 
solidarity across the world. The Day aims to uphold the 
desire to live and act together, united in diversity, in 
order to build a sustainable world of peace, solidarity 
and harmony.  
 

May 17: World Hypertension Day  
Observed every year to promote public awareness of 
increasing high blood pressure (BP) and to encourage 
citizens of all countries to prevent and control this silent 
killer.  Hypertension is a condition in which the force of 
the blood against the artery walls is too high.  
Normal blood pressure is 140/90 and blood pressure 
above this is regarded as high and is considered severe if 
the pressure is above 180/120. The theme for this year is 
‘Measure your blood pressure, control it, live longer!’ to 
raise awareness especially in low to middle income areas 
and promote the accurate blood pressure measurement 
methods.  
 

May 17: World Telecommunication and Info. Society 
Day 

Observed across the globe to help raise awareness of the 
possibilities that the use of the Internet and other 
information and communication technologies (ICT) can 
bring to societies and economies, as well as of ways to 
bridge the digital divide.  The day marks the anniversary 
of the signing of the first International Telegraph 
Convention and the creation of the International 
Telecommunication Union in 1865.   
The theme for this year is “Accelerating digital 
transformation in challenging times”. During lockdowns 
families are forced to stay at home and digital 
technology becomes the only way to stay in touch with 
friends and family. 
 

May 18: International Museum Day 

Celebrated every year to raise awareness about the 
importance of Museums which are an important means 
of cultural exchange, enrichment of cultures and 
development of mutual understanding, cooperation and 
peace among peoples. They enlighten us with the 
numerous unknowns and take us to places we have 
never been before. The theme of the day for the year 
2021 “The Future of Museums: Recover and Reimagine”. 
 

May 20:  World Metrology Day 

Observed globally every year to create awareness about 
metrology (weights and measurements) and its 
advancement in the respective field. On this day, many 
nations cooperate internationally to raise awareness 
about metrology and its progress in the relevant field. 
The theme for the Day this year is “Measurement for 
Health”.  This theme was chosen to create awareness of 
the important role measurement plays in health, and 
thus in the wellbeing of every one of us. 
It may be noted that the similar sounding World 
Meteorological Day is observed on 23rd March. 
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May 20: World Bee Day 

 
It is celebrated every year to acknowledge the role of 
bees and other pollinators for the conservation of the 
ecosystem. The day marks the birth anniversary of 
Anton Jansa who in the 18th century pioneered modern 
beekeeping techniques in his native Slovenia. The theme 
selected for the Day this year is “Bee engaged: Build 
Back Better for Bees”. 
 

May 21: Anti-Terrorism Day 

The day marks the death anniversary of India’s seventh 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 21 May 1991. He was 
killed in Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu in an attack by a 
suicide bomber of Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), most dreaded terrorist group of Sri Lanka. Since 
then, the day has been declared Anti-Terrorism Day in 
India.  The day aims to spread the message of peace, 
humanity, unity, and harmony among the people, and to 
make them aware of the anti-social acts of terrorism. 
 

May 21:  International Tea Day 

The day aims to raise awareness about improving the 
condition of tea producers and tea workers across the 
world.  Tea producing countries make a lot of profit but 
the condition of the labourers working in the tea 
plantations is very bad. This day endeavours to raise the 
status of tea workers, their rights, daily wages, social 
security, employment security, and health. 

 

May (21):  National Endangered Species Day 

It is celebrated each year on the third Friday of May 
across the country.  The day gives us the opportunity to 
be more aware of the conservation of endangered 
species and learn about the different steps the country 
is taking to properly protect these animals. 
At the global level, the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Switzerland maintains 
the most comprehensive Red List of Threatened Species 
around the world. It lists more than 31,000 species 
threatened with extinction, accounting for about 27% of 
all assessed species. 
 

May 22:  International Day for Biodiversity  
Observed with the support from UNO to raise 
awareness on various issues related to threats that stare 
biodiversity in the face.  The day aims to spread concern 
about the importance of biodiversity as well as focuses 
on global issues including biodiversity loss. 
The theme for the year 2021 is “We’re part of the 

solution#ForNature”.  It aims at strengthening 

biodiversity by undertaking activities such as planting 

more trees, consuming a variety of foods in our diets to 

promote crop diversity, avoiding food and water wastage, 

generating less waste and reusing and recycling 

products.  

 
May 23:  World Turtle Day 

The day is celebrated with the purpose of increasing 
attention and knowledge about turtles and tortoises, 
and draw enough awareness from humans about the 
measures that should be taken to help them survive and 
thrive in their natural environment, without any human 
interruptions to spread awareness about the protection 
of the natural habitat of turtles and tortoises. The theme 
for this year is - Turtle Rocks! 
Turtles belong to one of the oldest reptile groups in the 

world. Their origin dates back to the time of dinosaurs, 

which is nearly 200 million years back. 
 

May 25:  World Thyroid Day 

Observed globally every year to raise awareness about 
the importance of Thyroid and the prevention and 
treatment of thyroid diseases. This day was established 
in 2008 as a part of the campaign led by European 
Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American Thyroid 
Association (ATA) followed by Latin American Thyroid 
Society (LATS) and Asia Oceania Thyroid Association 
(AOTA) to commemorate the patients with Thyroid 
diseases and doctors and physicians who treat them. 
Thyroid disorders are conditions that affect the thyroid 
gland; a butterfly-shaped gland in the front of the neck, 
wrapped around the trachea (windpipe).  The thyroid has 
important roles to regulate numerous metabolic 
processes throughout the body. Different types of thyroid 
disorders affect either its structure or function. 
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May (26): Vesak Day 

 
Vesak is observed every year in May on the first Full 
Moon Day, also known as Buddha Jayanti, Buddha 
Purnima and Buddha Day.  It is the most sacred day to 
Buddhists all over the world. It is said that on this day, 
Lord Gautam Buddha attained enlightenment. The Day 
is commemorated by the United Nations every year. 
 

May 28:  World Hunger Day 

Observed globally every year to raise awareness about 
more than 690 million people living in chronic hunger 
worldwide. The initiative recognizes the dire need to 
save nearly a quarter of a billion lives from 
malnourishment and chronic hunger.  The United 
Nation’s second sustainable development goal earmarks 
the importance of increased agricultural productivity to 
nourish the existing 690 million people. 
 

May 28: Amnesty International Day 

This day aims to promote human rights and raise 
awareness of their abuses and how our choices affect 
them every day. 
Amnesty International is a London based global NGO 
that fights for human rights with over three million 
members and supporters around the world.  It works 
hard to protect children, women, and men across the 
world in cases whereby their truth, dignity, and justice 
are denied. 
 

May 28: World Menstrual Hygiene Day 

Observed annually to create awareness among people 
regarding menstrual hygiene.  The day aims to change 
the social stigma and taboo associated with 
menstruation and to promote awareness and education 
among girls and women regarding menstrual hygiene. 
This year’s theme for the Day is ‘Action and Investment 
in Menstrual Hygiene and Health’. 

 

May 29:  International Day of UN Peacekeepers 

The Day is observed globally to honour all the women 
and men who have served as military, police or civilians 
in UN Peacekeeping operations. This is the date when in 
1948 the first UN peacekeeping mission named the 
"United Nations Truce Supervision Organization", or 
UNTSO, began operations in the Middle East.  
The theme for this year’s celebrations is "The road to a 
lasting peace: Leveraging the power of youth for peace 
and security."  It focuses on over 10,000 young 
peacekeepers aged between 18 – 29 years that are 
deployed in various corners of the world, performing 
their duties for protecting the lives of civilians. 
 

May 29:  International Everest Day 

Celebrated annually to commemorate the first 
conquering of the highest peak on Earth -- Mount 
Everest by New Zealand's Edmund Hillary and Nepalese 
sherpa Tenzing Norgay on this day in 1953. Nepal 
decided to observe this day from 2008, when the 
legendary climber Hillary passed away. 

 
The 8849-meter-high peak is called Chomo-Lungma, or 
‘Mother Goddess of the Land’ by the Tibetans, and 
‘Sagarmatha’ by Nepal and Chinese call it Qololangma.  
However, the English named it after Sir George Everest, a 
19th-century British Surveyor General of India from 1830 
to 1843.  
 

May 31:  No Tobacco Day 

Celebrated with active support from the World Health 
Organisation, the day tries to educate people about the 
harmful effect of tobacco consumption and the urgent 
need to quit it. Tobacco use is responsible for several 
lakh deaths each year. The theme for this year is “Quit 
tobacco to be a winner”. WHO also launched a “Commit 
to Quit” campaign to encourage people who want to quit 
smoking. 
 

 
 

ALL THE NEWS ITEMS IN THIS MAGAZINE HAVE BEEN SOURCED 
FROM VARIOUS NEWS PAPERS AND GOVT. PRESS RELEASES. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

APRIL 
 

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a virtual 

summit with his Netherlands counterpart Mark 

Rutte on April 9.  The two leaders discussed 

measures to strengthen bilateral cooperation.   

➢ The 6th edition of the Raisina Dialogue was held in 

virtual mode from April 13 to 16.  The Dialogue is 

India’s flagship conference on geoeconomics and 

geopolitics and is held annually since 2016.  

➢ The Supreme Court of India on April 7 launched its 

Artificial Intelligence portal: SUPACE (Supreme 

Court Portal for Assistance in Courts Efficiency). 

The system is first of its kind in the world.  

➢ The IISc Bangalore secured the top position among 

the best higher education institutes in India, as per 

the Academic Ranking of World Universities, 2020.  

➢ The EIU–Facebook Inclusive Internet Index 2021 

ranked India at 49th spot.  The index was topped by 

Sweden, followed by the USA and Spain.    

➢ India has fallen 28 places to 140th spot in the World 

Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2021, 

covering 156 countries.  Iceland is the most gender-

equal country in the world for the 12th time.  

➢ World Press Freedom Index by Reporters Without 

Borders, Paris placed India pretty low at 142nd 

position (out of 180 countries). Norway retained its 

top spot for the fifth year. 

➢ The World Economic Forum and Accenture released 

the Energy Transition Index. India was ranked at 

the 87th position among 115 countries.  Sweden 

secured the first position followed by Norway and 

Denmark. 

MARCH  
 

➢ P M Narendra Modi visited capital Dhaka on a two-
day visit to Bangladesh on March 26-27.  He 
addressed the National Day Programme of 
Bangladesh in Dhaka.  

➢ The visit was in connection with the commemoration 
of the birth centenary of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
called ‘Father of the Nation in Bangladesh”. 

➢ India and Norway have agreed to jointly work in the 
area of marine spatial planning in the oceanic space 
for the next five years.  

➢ US Defence Secretary (counterpart of our defence 
minister) Lloyd J Austin III visited India on March 
19 for a three-day visit.  

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a Virtual 
Summit with Sanna Marin, Prime Minister of 
Finland, on March 16.  

➢ PM Modi held a virtual summit with his Swedish 
counterpart Stefan Löfven on March 5.  

➢ India began its BRICS Chairship for 2021 with the 
inaugural three-day-long Sherpas' meeting on Feb 
24-26 at New Delhi.  

➢ The theme for this year is “BRICS@15: Intra BRICS 
Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and 
Consensus”.   

➢ Prime Minister Modi flagged off a Padyatra from 
Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad, Gujarat to Dandi 
in district Navsari (Gujarat) on March 12.  

➢ It marked the beginning of mega event ‘Azadi ka 
Amrut Mahotsav’ to commemorate 75 years of India’s 
Independence.  

➢ A National Implementation Committee set up 
headed by the Union Home Minister Amit Shah to 
plan celebrations of the 75 years of India’s 
Independence. 

➢ The Maritime India Summit-2021 was held on a 
virtual platform from March 2 to 4 to discuss a 
roadmap for India's Maritime sector for next 
decade.   

Bullet News 
(January 2021 – April 2021) 

For details visit – www.gyanm.in 
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➢ The United Nations Development Program- UNDP 
launched a campaign named ‘Sahi Disha’ (Right 
Direction) to facilitate and promote women’s 
livelihoods and entrepreneurship in the rural India.   

➢ Google launched ‘Women Will’ web platform to help 
one million women in rural India.  

➢ It will help them become entrepreneurs through 
business tutorials, tools and mentorship, as part of 
the Google Internet Saathi programme.   

➢ The UN General Assembly adopted on March 3 an 
India sponsored resolution and supported by over 
70 nations declaring 2023 as the International Year 
of Millets.  

➢ Millets are coarse grains such as jowar (sorghum), 
ragi (finger millet), bajra (pearl millet). 

➢ The Shipping Corporation of India flagged off an ‘All 
Women Officers’ Sailing’ crew on the cargo ship MT 
Swarna Krishna from Mumbai.   

➢ This was the first time in the world maritime history 
that a ship was being sailed by all women officers. 

➢ Government has decided to merge the Rajya Sabha 
TV and Lok Sabha TV channels.  The new channel 
will now be known as Sansad TV.   

➢ The Human Performance Indicator for Asia Pacific 
has shown that India is at the top with 81 percent of 
high performers practising flexible working, 
including flexible hours and work-from-home.  

➢ According to UNCTAD's Business-to-Consumer 
(B2C) E-commerce Index 2020, Switzerland is the 
most prepared nation for adopting e-commerce.  
India was placed at 71st spot.  

➢ The UN World Happiness Report 2021 ranked 
world's 149 countries on "how happy their citizens 
perceive themselves to be''.   

➢ India has been placed low at 139th rank. Finland has 
been ranked as the happiest country in the world. 

➢ The International Intellectual Property (IP) Index 
2021 evaluated the status of IP rights in 53 
economies.  The USA topped the Index while India 
was placed at 40th rank. 

➢ The “Economic Freedom Index” for 184 countries, 
ranked the countries based on the extent of freedom 
available in four fields -- Rule of Law, Government 
Size, Regulatory Efficiency, and Open Markets.   

➢ Singapore topped the rankings for the second 
consecutive year, while India scored low in the Index 
securing 121st rank.  

 

FEBRUARY  
 

➢ India hosted a virtual health secretary-level meeting 
with other South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation countries on Feb. 18 to discuss COVID-
19 crisis and exchange of best practices to tackle it. 

➢ PM Modi virtually inaugurated the World 
Sustainable Development Summit on Feb. 10.  The 
theme of the summit was ‘Redefining our common 
future: Safe and secure environment for all’.   

➢ The Union Cabinet   approved the signing of 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and 
Partnership Agreement with Mauritius on Feb. 17.  

➢ MoU signed with Afghanistan for construction of 
Shahtoot dam project on the River Kabul to provide 
safe drinking water to Kabul City.  

➢ UNICEF signed an agreement with Serum Institute 
of India, Pune for long-term supply of 
AstraZeneca/Oxford and the Novavax vaccines for 
fighting Corona.   

➢ Aatmanirbharta’ implying self-reliance has been 
named by Oxford Languages as its Hindi word of the 
year 2020 as it “validated the day-to-day 
achievements of the countless Indians who dealt 
with and survived the perils of a pandemic”.   

➢ New Delhi’s iconic monument “India Gate” 
completed 100 years of its foundation laying on Feb 
10, 1921. It was built in commemoration of more 
than 80,000 Indian soldiers who were killed during 
World War I.  

➢ The SE Central Railways in Chhattisgarh created a 
new record by operating the world’s longest ever 
freight train by amalgamating 300 wagons of goods 
trains as one unit of around 3.5 km in length.   

➢ Named as ‘Vasuki’, it covered the distance of 224 km 
between Bhilai and Korba in Chhattisgarh in about 
seven hours. 

➢ India’s biggest silk fair, 8th India International Silk 
Fair was held from Jan 31 to Feb 4 by the Indian Silk 
Export Promotion Council in virtual mode.   

➢ India is the only country in the world which 
produces all the four major varieties of silk i.e., 
Mulberry, Eri, Tassar, and Muga.  

➢ According to data from the US agency, the National 
Science Foundation, India is currently in third place, 
only behind China and the United States, in terms of 
number of scientific articles published in 2018.   

➢ The Global Climate Risk Index 2021 placed India at 
seventh rank in terms of losses suffered from 
extreme weather events like cyclones, storms, 
floods and heatwaves in the year 2019.  

➢ The Democracy Index 2020 placed India at 53rd 
position due to the “democratic backsliding” by 
authorities and “crackdowns” on civil liberties.  

➢ The Index was topped by Norway, followed by 
Iceland and Sweden.  North Korea was at bottom. 

➢ The Corruption Perception Index, 2020, released by 
Transparency International for 180 countries, has 
placed India at 86th rank.   

➢ New Zealand and Denmark jointly secured the first 
position while Somalia and South Sudan ranked 
lowest at 179th position.  

➢ The Bloomberg Innovation Index ranked South 
Korea as the most innovative nation, followed by 
Singapore at second and Switzerland at the third 
place.  India was ranked 50th in the study of 111 
countries.  
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➢ India and Nepal jointly inaugurated a 108-kilometre 
road connecting Indian borders with several areas 
of Nepal. The road runs from Laxmipur-Balara in 
India to Nepal’s Gadhaiya in Sarlahi district.  

➢ India and Nepal signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the reconstruction of six 
secondary schools in the Himalayan nation at a cost 
of Rs 32.63crore. 

 

JANUARY  
 

➢ The world’s largest vaccination programme began 
in India on Jan 16 across all States/UTs. Currently, 
two types of vaccine are being used: 

➢ Covishield: Indian name for the vaccine developed 
by the University of Oxford and AstraZeneca, 
produced in India by the Serum Institute of India, 
Pune. 

➢ Covaxin: Developed and produced by the 
Hyderabad based Bharat Biotech Ltd. In 
collaboration with the National Institute of Virology 
of ICMR.  

➢ Government has decided to celebrate the birthday 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as ‘Parakram Diwas’ 
on 23rd of January every year.  

➢ Further, one of the oldest trains of Indian Railways, 
the Howrah-Kalka Mail has been renamed as the 
‘Netaji Express’. 

➢ The USA retained the top spot with Russia at second 
spot in the 2021 Military Strength Ranking while 
India was placed at 4th rank.The 51st International  

➢ Film Festival of India (IFFI) opened on 16th Jan in 
Goa, with the premiere of ‘Another Round’, a movie 
by Thomas Vinterberg from Denmark.   

➢ Bangladesh was the country of focus at this festival. 
Veteran actor, director Biswajit Chatterjee was 
conferred the ‘Indian Personality of the Year’ award. 

➢ The Golden Peacock for the best film was won by 
the film from Denmark ``Into the Darkness” directed 
by Anders Refn.  

➢ International Migration Report 2020 says that India 
has the world’s largest diaspora with about 18 
million people born there now living abroad.  

➢ On the other hand, the US emerged as the top host 
country for migrants with 51 million of them or 18 
percent of the world’s total living there.   

➢ The 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention was 
held on Jan 9 in virtual format with the theme 
“Contributing to Aatmanirbhar Bharat’’.   

➢ The Chief Guest was Chandrikapersad Santokhi, 
President of Suriname. 

➢ India’s 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica was 
launched from Goa on Jan 4 with ice-class vessel MV 
Vasiliy Golovnin.   

➢ The Union Cabinet approved the opening of Indian 
Missions in three nations including Estonia, 
Paraguay and the Dominican Republic in 2021.  

➢ As per an international report released Christian 
Aid, floods and Cyclone Amphan in India accounted 
for maximum loss of lives in the world due to 
climate change-triggered events in 2020.  

➢ The National Metrology Conclave 2021 was 
organised by the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research-National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi.  

 
 

NEWS FROM STATES 
 
 

➢ Udhampur district of the U T of Jammu and Kashmir 
bagged top position at National level for 
successfully implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21.  

➢ Rajasthan became the first state in the country to 
provide free health insurance up to Rs. 5 lakh under 
Chiranjeevi Health Insurance Scheme to all the 
citizens of the state.  

 
 

MARCH  
 

 

➢ The government declared Lakshadweep and Jammu 
and Kashmir's Budgam district to be first in the 
country to be free from TB.  

➢ Among states, Himachal Pradesh was declared first 
under the National TB Elimination Programme.  

➢ As per the 'Ease of Living Index' by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs, Bengaluru topped as the 
most liveable city among 111 cities covered in the 
index, followed by Pune, and Ahmedabad. 

➢ Manipur has been declared as the best state under 
the government’s Van Dhan Vikas Yojana for 
generating maximum employment for the local 
tribals.   
 

➢ The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs released 
the Municipal Performance Index for the 111 Indian 
cities.  

➢ Indore Municipality topped in the million plus 
category, while New Delhi Municipal Council topped 
in less than million category.      

➢ The First Forest Healing centre of the country was 
inaugurated at Ranikhet in Uttarakhand.  

➢ The centre has been developed after research on the 
healing properties of the forests and their impact on 
overall health and wellbeing.  

➢ Country’s first ever dedicated Express Cargo 
Terminal was launched at the Kempegowda 
International Airport, Bengaluru.  

➢ The terminal has been launched for meeting export/ 
import operations of international couriers.  

➢ The Maitri Setu (Friendship Bridge) was 
inaugurated on river Feni connecting Sabroom in 
South Tripura to Ramgarh in Bangladesh on March 
9.  
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➢ The bridge will connect landlocked Tripura with 
Chittagong port in Bangladesh and other inland 
waterways. 

➢ Govt has selected 12 tourist sites spanning across 
nine states and UTs under the Swachh Iconic Places 
initiative of the newly formed Ministry of Jal Shakti.   

➢ Leh, a great seat of Buddhism in Ladakh has been 
shortlisted under the National Mission on 
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spirituality 
Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) scheme.   

➢ Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered 
a Buddhist monastery in the Hazaribagh district of 
Jharkhand.  Almost 900 years old monastery was 
buried under a mound in a village of Jharkhand. 

FEBRUARY  
 

➢ Kerala has set up the country's first Digital 
University in Technocity at Mangalapuram near 
Thiruvananthapuram, named as the Kerala 
University of Digital Sciences, Innovation and 
Technology.  

➢ India’s first Carbon Watch, a mobile app for 
assessing carbon footprints was launched by the 
Environment and Forest department of Chandigarh.  

➢ It assesses the amount of carbon dioxide emission 
made by an individual into the atmosphere.  

➢ India's first ever geothermal power project named 
Geothermal Field Development Project, is to be 
established at Puga village in eastern Ladakh.  

➢ India's first centralised AC railway terminal has 
been started at the Sir M Visvesvaraya Terminal in 
Byppanahalli, Bengaluru.  

➢ Himachal Pradesh became the first State in the 
country to make the end-to-end processing of the 
cabinet paperless by implementing e-cabinet 
application.   

➢ The Gujarat Govt inked an agreement with Adani 
Ports and SEZ Ltd. to set up India’s largest multi-
modal logistics park at Virochannagar, Ahmedabad.   

➢ The longest road arch bridge in India, the Wahrew 
Bridge at Sohbar, Meghalaya was formally 
inaugurated on Jan 22.  The Single Arch Bridge has a 
span of 169.35 metre over the River Wahrew.   

➢ Sikkim state launched the ‘Free Gift Milk to Girl 
Students of Sikkim’ initiative at the capital Gangtok 
to eradicate malnutrition and other health problems 
among the young generation. 

➢ Union Transport Ministry has approved an 
investment of Rs. 13,000 crore for the proposed 
Delhi-Dehradun expressway that will reduce the 
travel time to 2.5 hours from 6.5 hours at present.   

➢ A glacier burst took place on Feb 7 near the Rishi 
Ganga hydro power project after a portion of Nanda 
Devi glacier broke off in Tapovan area of 
Uttarakhand.    

➢ It caused heavy flash floods in river Rishi Ganga, 
destroying the Rishi Ganga hydro power project.   

➢ Union Environment Ministry approved the Lakhwar 
electricity project on Yamuna river in district 
Dehradun of Uttarakhand.   

➢ The week-long 47th Khajuraho Dance Festival was 
held in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh from Feb 20 to 
26.   

➢ Uttar Pradesh became the first state in the country 
to table a paperless budget in the state assembly on 
Feb 22.  

 

JANUARY  
 

➢ As per the Innovation Index-2020 by NITI Aayog, 
Karnataka retained its first position in the Major 
States category.  

➢ In the North East and Hill States category, Himachal 
stood first while Delhi was first in the UTs and small 
states category. 

➢ The World Meteorological Organisation awarded 
the status of the “Centennial Observing Station” to 
the Patna Meteorological Centre in recognition of its 
meteorological observations for over 100 years.   

➢ World’s largest floating solar energy project of 600 
MW is being set up in the backwaters of 
Omkareshwar dam in Madhya Pradesh.   

➢ India’s first Labour Movement Museum is being 
launched in Alappuzha, Kerala  

➢ Country’s first Pollinator Park was opened in 
Haldwani in Uttarakhand.  Spread over 4 acres, the 
park has more than 40 pollinator species. 

➢ The India Meteorological Department opened its 
second Meteorological Centre-MC in the Himalayan 
region at Leh in Ladakh.  

➢ The first one is at Itanagar in Arunachal. Located at 
3,500 metres above sea level, it is the highest MC in 
India.  

➢ India’s first hot air balloon safari in a tiger reserve 
was launched on Dec 25 in Madhya Pradesh’s world 
famous Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve.  

➢ The Greater Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation 

has been announced as the best performing civic 

body in India.  

➢ The Union Cabinet approved 5200 crore rupees for 

850 MW Ratle Hydro Electric Project located on 

river Chenab, in Kishtwar in Jammu and Kashmir.  

➢ The entire state of Nagaland was declared a 

disturbed area for another six more months from 

Dec 30 under the Section 3 of the Armed Forces 

(Special Powers) Act, 1958.   

➢ In Manipur, the Cherry Blossom Mao Festival was 

held on Jan 9 in Mao town of Senapati district 

marking the beginning of pink season in the district.  

➢ A 450-km natural gas pipeline between Kochi in 

Kerala and Mangaluru in Karnataka was 

inaugurated on Jan 5.  
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GOVT INITIATIVES 
 

APRIL 
 

➢ Startup India Seed Fund Scheme launched to 
provide financial assistance to startups for proof of 
concept, prototype development, product trials, 
market entry and commercialization. 

➢ Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
unveiled three path breaking initiatives for National 
Internet Exchange of India, NIXI. These initiatives 
are IP Guru, NIXI Academy and NIXI-IP-INDEX.   

➢ NIXI was set up in 2003 to facilitate improved 
internet services in the country. 

➢ Government launched Aahaar Kranti, a mission 
dedicated to spread awareness about nutrition.  

➢ The movement aims to highlight richness of India’s 
traditional diet, healing powers of local fruits and 
vegetables and the miracles of a balanced diet. 

➢ TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative Marketing 
Development Federation of India) under the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched “Sankalp se 
Siddhi” - Village and Digital Connect Drive.  

➢ It aims to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras in 
tribal villages, provide them assistance in marketing 
products and MSP for forest produce. 

➢ The Central Government plans to issue a 14-digit 
identification number “Unique Land Parcel 
Identification Number (ULPIN)” to every plot of 
land in the country within a year’s time.  

➢ The Government launched on April 7 the Tribal 
Health Collaborative ‘Anamaya’, a multi-stakeholder 
initiative to converge efforts of various government 
agencies and organizations to enhance the health 
and nutrition status of the tribal communities of 
India.  

➢ MANAS App launched to promote wellbeing across 
all age groups. MANAS stands for Mental Health and 
Normalcy Augmentation System.   

➢ The app   aims to augment mental well-being of 
Indian citizens. 

➢ The app integrates the health and wellness initiatives 
of various ministries, scientifically validated 
indigenous tools developed by various national 
research institutions. 

➢ Government released an implementation plan for 
school education under National Education Policy 
2020, called ''Students'' and Teachers'' Holistic 
Advancement through Quality Education 
(SARTHAQ)''.   

➢ It would benefit all stakeholders including 25 crore 
students, 15 lakh schools, 94 lakh teachers. 

➢ e-SaNta portal launched for promotion of marine 
products and for empowering farmers as they will 
be able to sell their products through this portal.   

➢ The term eSaNta stands for “Electronic Solution for 
Augmenting NaCSA Farmers Trade in Aquaculture".   

➢ National Centre for Aquaculture (NaCSA) is an 
extension arm of Marine Products Export 
Development Authority (MPEDA) 

➢ Government launched Madhukranti (Honey 
Revolution) Portal and Honey Corners by NAFED 
(National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 
Federation) on April 7 to promote the honey 
mission in the country.   

➢ Govt launched an online Grievance Management 
Portal of the National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes to facilitate online filing of complaints.    

➢ A mobile app “Little Guru” launched to enable the 
user to learn Sanskrit, the ancient language of the 
country, often called the ‘Language of the Gods’.   

➢ Ministry of Road, Transport and Highways has 
proposed up to 25% tax concession on the purchase 
of new vehicles on submission of scrappage 
certificate.   

➢ Purchase of personal vehicles will get 25% concession 
with vehicle scrappage certificate while for 
commercial vehicles, the tax relief will be 15%.   
 

MARCH  
 

➢ Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain Campaign 
launched for both rural and urban areas, with the 
theme “catch the rain, where it falls, when it falls”.  

➢ The National Highways Authority of India has 
decided to develop world class ‘Wayside Amenities’ 
at more than 600 locations across 22 states in the 
next five years.  

➢ The amenities will include numerous facilities such as 
Fuel Station, Electric Charging, Food Court, Retail 
Shops, ATM, Toilets, Children Playing Area, Clinic, 
Village Haat for local handicrafts etc. 

➢ Government launched an ambitious scheme “Gram 
Ujala'', for offering the world’s cheapest LED bulbs 
in rural areas at a nominal cost of Rs. 10 per bulb.   

➢ The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution launched Mera Ration Mobile App for 
the benefit of those ration card holders who move 
to new places in search of livelihood.   

➢ Railway has integrated all railway helplines into 
single number 139 which is Rail Madad Helpline for 
quick grievance redressal and enquiry during the 
journey.   

➢ The Women and Child Development Ministry has 
decided to classify all its major programmes under 
three Umbrella Schemes- Mission Shakti, Mission 
Poshan 2.0, and Mission Vatsalya- for their better 
implementation. 

➢ Government launched the Sugamya Bharat App for 
people with disabilities and even the elderly to 
register issues regarding physical accessibility to 
buildings, in modes of transport by uploading 
pictures on it.  
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➢ Government has decided to form a Centre of 
Excellence in online gaming with focus on VFX and 
Animation in collaboration with IIT Bombay.   

➢ UGC has approved Chartered Accountant (CA), 
Company Secretary (CS) or Cost and Works 
Accountant (ICWA) degrees as equivalent to 
postgraduate degree.    

➢ The government announced new policies for 
regulation of content on social media and over the 
top (OTT) platforms.   

➢ Now the govt can ask the social platforms to reveal 
the first originator of any message that appears to be 
anti-national and detrimental to the security and 
sovereignty of the country.  

➢ Further, all such messages may be asked to be 
removed within 36 hours of it being flagged under 
Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000.   

➢ Streaming services like Netflix, Amazon and Google’s 
YouTube, etc. must self-regulate and classify content 
in categories according to age.   
 

FEBRUARY  
 

➢ The first-ever National Toy Fair was held in virtual 
mode from 27th Feb to 2nd March to boost toy 
making in India and improving its global market 
share.  

➢ Government approved 8 toy manufacturing clusters 
with investment of Rs 2,300 crore.  

➢ The National Urban Digital Mission launched for 
providing an online platform for harnessing 
potential from the urban domain and technology 
towards creating citizen-centric governance. 

➢ Go Electric Campaign launched to boost the 
adoption of electric mobility vehicles and electric 
cooking appliances to ensure energy security in the 
country.  

➢ Pradhan Mantri Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana 
launched to develop primary, secondary and 
tertiary healthcare systems.  

➢ It will strengthen existing health systems and 
support future health interventions with an outlay 
of about 64,180 crores over next 6 years.  

➢ Intensified Mission Indradhanush 3.0 launched to 
expand immunization coverage across the nation 
with focus on children and pregnant women who 
did not get the vaccines during COVID-19 
pandemic.   

➢ The Ministry of Education has decided to name 
residential schools and hostels funded under 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan as 'Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose residential schools and hostels'.    

➢ The National Informatics Centre launched an instant 
messaging platform called Sandes, the Indian 
version of WhatsApp.  

➢ Sandes can be used for all kinds of communications 
by anyone with a mobile number or email id.   

➢ An online portal “e-Chhawani” launched to offer 
civil services to more than 20 lakh residents of 62 
Cantonments Boards across the country.  

➢ ‘Shram Shakti’ portal launched to collect data 
related to the tribal migrant workers and to link 
them to the existing welfare schemes.  

➢ A new Central Sector Scheme titled 'Formation and 
Promotion of 10,000 Farmer Produce Organizations 
(FPOs)' launched. 

➢ The FPOs will form clusters to grow agricultural and 
horticultural products for leveraging economies of 
scale and improving market access.  

➢ The FPOs will be provided financial assistance upto 
Rs 18 lakh per FPO for a period of three years. 

➢ The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) amended 
the Companies Rules to allow NRIs to incorporate 
one person companies (OPCs) in India.  

➢ Further, the residency condition for NRIs has been 
reduced to 120 days from 182 days earlier.   

➢ Under the new rules, the paid-up capital and 
turnover of the small company or OPC shall not 
exceed Rs 2 crores and Rs. 20 crores, respectively.  

➢ India established its first centre for wetland 
conservation in Chennai, named as ‘Centre for 
Wetland Conservation and Management’. 

➢ It is part of the National Centre for Sustainable 
Coastal Management under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.   

➢ The Election Commission launched electronic 
version of the voters’ photo identity card e-EPIC 
(electoral photo identity card), which can be stored 
on mobile phones and downloaded on personal 
computers.  

 

JANUARY  
 

➢ Startup India Seed Fund Scheme launched with Rs. 
1,000 crore fund base to provide financial 
assistance to startups for their overall development. 

➢ Government launched an inter-ministerial venture 
‘Toycathon’ to conceptualize innovative toys based 
on the Indian value system.   

➢ Six Light House Projects launched under the Global 
Housing Technology Challenge-India in six states to 
build over 1,000 houses in each project.    

➢ India’s first ever driverless train was flagged off on 
Delhi Metro’s Magenta Line covering 37 km stretch, 
having ability to run with speed up to 95 kmph.  

➢ NITI Aayog launched India’s first Digital Asset 

Management and Storage platform, called ‘DigiBoxx’ 

to provides an easy and secure way to store all the 

files in one centralised location.  

➢ Petroleum Conservation Research Association 

under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

launched a month-long campaign SAKSHAM on Jan 

16. 
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➢ It aims to highlight the adverse impacts of 
increasing carbon footprints and need to switch to 
cleaner fuels. 

➢ The National Innovation Foundation, an 
autonomous body of the Deptt. Of Science and 
Technology, Govt of India, opened the National 
Innovation Portal to the general public.    

➢ The portal is home to 1.15 lakh innovations scouted 
from public, covering Engineering, Agriculture, and 
Human Health.  

➢ The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 
inducted the first batch of over 100 women calamity 
combatants and rescuers, thereby opening another 
frontier to women.   

➢ Global Pravasi Rishta portal and app launched to act 
as a dynamic communication platform between 
NRIs, Ministry of External Affairs and missions 
abroad. 

➢ The Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
unveiled an e-commerce portal — eKhadiIndia.com.   
Over 50,000 products, ranging from apparel to 
home décor, will be available on this portal.  
 

ECONOMY 
 

 
 

 

 

APRIL 
 

➢ From April 1 this year, GST taxpayers having 
turnover of more than 5 crore rupees in the 
preceding financial year will have to furnish 6 digits 
HSN or SAC code on the invoices issued. 
HSN: Harmonised System of Nomenclature  
SAC: Service Accounting Code   
 

 

MARCH  
 

 
 

 
 

➢ Agriculture Ministry released the second advance 
estimates of production of principal crops in the 
year 2020-21.  

➢ Country’s foodgrain production is projected at a 
record 303.34 million tonnes for crop year 2020- 21. 
The crop year in India is from July to June. 

➢ In a major boost to India’s rice exports potential, the 
first consignment of ‘red rice’ was sent to the USA 
on March 4.   

➢ Iron rich ‘red rice’ is grown in Brahmaputra valley of 
Assam, without the use of any chemical fertilizer.  

➢ China pushed USA to 2nd  spot to emerge India’s 
biggest trade partner in 2020 as India continued to 
rely on import of machinery and telecom equipment 
from China.   

➢ Government has raised the limit for tax exemption 
on interest earned on provident fund contributions 
by employees to Rs. 5 lakh per annum in specified 
cases as against 2.5 lakh rupees proposed in the 
Budget.   

 

 

 

FEBRUARY  
 
 

 

 

➢ As per the World Economic Situation and Prospects 
2021 report by the UN Deptt. Of Economic and 
Social Affairs, the Indian economy is estimated to 
contract by 9.6 per cent in the calendar year 2020.    

➢ The Reliance Jio, the largest mobile network 
operator in India, has been ranked 5th on Brand 
Finance’s Global 500 ranking of the strongest 
brands.  

 

 

 
 

JANUARY  
 

 

 

➢ As per the data released by the National Statistical 
Office on Jan 7, India’s GDP is expected to contract 
by 7.7% in fiscal 2020-21, India’s worst economic 
performance since 1961-62. 

➢ Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry has 
announced that India’s new Foreign Trade Policy 
will come into effect from April 1, 2021 for 5 years.  

➢ As per the annual World Cooperative Monitor 
Report, 2020, Indian coop. giant IFFCO has topped 
among 300 leading cooperatives in the world, on 
the basis of ratio of turnover over the GDP per 
capita. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

BANKING & FINANCE 
 

 

APRIL 
 
 
 

 

 

➢ The government has decided to keep the inflation-
targeting framework for the RBI unchanged at 4%, 
with a 2-percentage point leeway on either side, for 
the next five-year period beginning 1 April, 2021.  

➢ The RBI has capped the tenure of MD & CEO of 
commercial banks to a max. of 15 years. The same 
limit will also apply to whole time directors – WTDs. 

➢ The upper age limit for MD & CEO and WTDs in 
private banks has been retained at 70 years. 

➢ The RBI constituted a panel headed by former 
Executive Director of RBI, Sudarshan Sen to review 
of the working of Asset Reconstruction Companies.   

➢ The Reserve Bank has decided to set up a new 
Regulations Review Authority (RRA 2.0).  

➢ It will review regulations, circulars, reporting 
systems and compliance procedures of RBI for 
making them more effective and efficient  

➢ The RRA headed by M Rajeshwar Rao, Deputy 
Governor, will have a time frame of one year.  

➢ The govt has amended the Post Office Savings 
Account Scheme rules to allow certain people to 
open zero balance basic savings accounts with the 
post office.  

➢ The RBI enhanced the limit of max balance limit in 
individual customers’ accounts in Payments Bank to 
Rs 2 lakh from Rs. one lakh earlier.  
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➢ The RBI has decided to bring out a Financial 
Inclusion Index (FI Index) that will gauge the extent 
of financial inclusion in the country.   

➢ The index will be published in July every year for 
the financial year ending previous March. 
 

➢ From October 1, 2021, there will be no automatic 
recurring payment through cards or for various 
services, including recharge and utility bill, as RBI 
has made Additional Factor of Authentication (AFA) 
mandatory after September 30.  

➢ India’s leading digital financial services provider 
Paytm launched on April 26 India’s first video-
based wealth community called the “Paytm Wealth 
Community”.   

 

MARCH  
 

 

➢ The RBI has set up an external advisory committee 
to evaluate applications for “on-tap” licensing of 
universal banks and small finance banks (SFBs).   

➢ The committee will be chaired by the former RBI 
deputy governor Shyamala Gopinath. The panel will 
have a tenure of three years.  

➢ The Union Cabinet has approved a bill to set up a 
Development Finance Institution (DFI) with an 
initial capital infusion of 20 thousand crore rupees.  

➢ The DFI will raise long-term funds for infrastructure 
development projects in the country.   

➢ Govt lifted embargo on private sector banks for 
conduct of government business related 
transactions such as tax collection and other 
revenue payment facilities, pension payment and 
small saving schemes.  

➢ RBI has asked all banks to implement the image-
based Cheque Truncation System in all branches by 
Sep. 30 this year to facilitate faster settlement of 
cheques. 

➢ National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 
partnered with SBI Payments to launch ‘RuPay 
SoftPoS’ for millions of Indian merchants.  

➢ This will transform NFC (Near Field Communication) 
enabled smartphones into merchant Point of Sale 
(PoS) terminals for the retailers.  

➢ On March 10, Axis Bank became the first bank in 
India to launch its own range of wearable 
contactless payment devices.  

➢ Dubbed as ‘Wear N Pay’, these are available in many 
forms as arm band, key chain and watch loop.  

 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

➢ The RBI brought the State Bank of Sikkim under its 
regulatory purview from Feb 22. Now, RBI will 
function as a banker to the state government of 
Sikkim.   

➢ The RBI formed a committee headed by 
N.S.Vishwanathan for drawing a vision document to 
strengthen urban co-operative banks. 

➢ The agricultural credit target for the public sector 

banks for the year 2021-22 hiked to Rs. 16.5 lakh 

crore with focus on animal husbandry, dairy, and 

fisheries.   
➢ State Bank of India crossed the Rs 5 lakh crore-

mark in its home loan business in Feb. 2021, 

securing 34% of the market share. 
 

 

JANUARY  
 

➢ RBI has started Payments Infrastructure 

Development Fund on Jan 5 to create 30 lakh new 

touch points every year for promoting digital 

payments in Tier-3 to Tier-6 centres.   

➢ RBI launched a composite Digital Payments Index 

(DPI) to measure the extent of digitisation of 

payments in India, with March 2018 as the base 

period with the score set at 100.  

➢ Accordingly, the DPI for March 2019 and March 

2020 is 153.47 and 207.84 respectively, indicating 

appreciable growth. 

➢ RBI declared the continuation of the D-SIB 

(Domestic Systemically Important Banks) status for 

3 Banks for the year 2020 – ICICI Bank, State Bank 

of India and HDFC Bank.   

➢ RBI has set up a working group headed by Jayant 

Kumar Dash to review the functioning of digital 

lending, including lending through online platforms 

and mobile apps.  

➢ RBI has directed that the Legal Entity Identifiers-LEI 

will be mandatory for all fund transfers worth Rs. 

50 crore and above made via RTGS/NEFT. 

➢ The LEI is a 20-digit number to identify parties 

involved in financial transactions world over. 

➢ The Exim Bank raised $1-billion through a ten year 

bond issue to provide support to overseas Indian 

projects and investment.  

➢ Airtel Payments Bank launched a new feature ‘Airtel 

SafePay’ to protect Airtel customers from the 

growing incidents of online payment frauds.  

➢ The government has raised the authorised capital 

Punjab & Sind Bank to Rs.10, 000 crore from Rs. 

3,000 crore at present.   

➢ The Shivalik Mercantile Coop Bank, HO- 

Saharanpur, UP has become the first urban co-

operative bank in India to receive a licence from RBI 

to operate as a Small Finance Bank. 
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DEFENCE, SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 

APRIL 
 

➢ India has developed the world's first micro-sensor 
based explosive trace detector, using a micro 
electro-mechanical system, called NanoSniffer.  

➢ It can detect explosives in less than 10 seconds and 
also identifies and categorizes explosives into 
different classes.   

➢ The core technology of NanoSniffer is protected by 
patents in the U.S. and Europe.  The device will 
reduce India’s dependency on imported explosive 
trace detector devices. 

➢ The Indian Navy participated in a France-led multi 
nation naval drill named “La Perouse”, from April 5 
to 7 in the Bay of Bengal.  

➢ VARUNA-2021: The 19th edition of the Indian and 
French Navy bilateral exercise was held in the 
Arabian Sea from April 25 to 27.   

➢ Khanjar: The 8th Indo-Kyrgyz Joint Special Forces 

Exercise “Khanjar” was held in Bishkek, the capital 

of the host Kyrgyzstan on April 16. 

➢ Shantir Ogroshena:  India participated in a 10-day 
multinational military exercise held in Bangladesh 
from April 4 to 12. 

➢ Vajra Prahar 2021:  The 11th edition of Indo-US 
joint special forces exercise was conducted at 
Special Forces training school located at Bakloh, in 
Himachal Pradesh in March, 2021.  

➢ India and the US held a two-day naval PASSEX 

exercise on March 28-29 in the Bay of Bengal.   

➢ The Pakistan Army successfully test-fired a 

nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile 

Shaheen-1A on March 26. It has a range of 900 

kilometres. 

➢ Maithri Aquatech, a Visakhapatnam based company 

has set up the 'World's First Mobile Water from Air 

Kiosk and Water Knowledge Centre' in the smart 

city of Visakhapatnam.  

➢ NASA's Mars helicopter named ‘Ingenuity’ made 

history by making, for the first time, a successful 

flight on Mars on April 19.   
 

MARCH  
 

➢ According to defence website Military Direct, China 
with 82 points has the strongest military force in 
the world.   

➢ The USA, despite its enormous military budgets, came 
in 2nd place with 74 points, followed by Russia with 
69, India - 61 and then France with 58 points.   

➢ In terms of military spending, the USA is at the top 
with a budget of $ 732 billion per year, followed by 
China ($261 billion), and India - $71 billion. 

➢ Indian Coast Guard ship ‘Vajra’ was commissioned 
into service at Chennai Port Trust on March 24. The 
ship was indigenously designed and built by Larsen 
and Toubro Shipbuilding Ltd. 

➢ The Ministry of Defence placed an order with 
Bharat Dynamics Ltd, Hyderabad for supply of 
4,960 MILAN-2T Anti-Tank Guided Missiles at a cost 
of Rs 1,188 crore.   

➢ India is set to commission its first advanced 
surveillance ship INS Dhruv to track satellites, 
strategic missiles and map the Indian Ocean bed.  

➢ DRDO successfully tested the Solid Fuel Ducted 
Ramjet (SFDR) technology for the long-range air to 
air missiles from Integrated Test Range at 
Chandipur, Odisha. 

➢ The INS Shardul and MNS Trozona of Madagascar 
carried out their first Passage Exercise (PASSEX) on 
24 March in western Indian Ocean near 
Madagascar. 

➢ The Indian Navy undertook the Passage Exercise 
(PASSEX) with the Royal Bahrain Naval Force under 
Operation Sankalp in the Persian Gulf on March 17. 

➢ DUSTLIK-II: Second edition of the India - Uzbekistan 
joint military exercise was held in Ranikhet, 
Uttarakhand from March 10 to 19.  

➢ Indian Air Force took part in the multinational 
exercise Desert Flag on March 3 along with France 
and the United States in the UAE.   

➢ India signed a key pact with the Philippines for 
supply of defence material and equipment, 
including BrahMos Cruise Missiles to the 
Philippines.  

➢ Indian Air Force gifted a legacy Alouette III 
helicopter to the Bangladesh Air Force to 
commemorate the Golden Jubilee of 1971 War of 
Liberation. Bangladesh Air Force in return gifted a 
legacy F-86 Sabre fighter jet to India.    

➢ France launched the world's first military exercise 

codenamed ASTREX in space from March 8 to 12 

aimed at testing the country's abilities to protect its 

satellites and other defence equipment from other 

space forces.  

➢ ISRO and NASA jointly developed a Synthetic 

Aperture Radar- SAR capable of producing 

extremely high-resolution images for a joint Earth 

observation satellite mission that will be launched 

by ISRO in early 2022.   

➢ ISRO successfully launched surveillance satellite 

‘Sindhu Netra’ on Feb 28.  It has been developed by 

the DRDO to monitor activities of both military 

warships and merchant shipping in the Indian 

Ocean.   
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➢ A Bengaluru based deep-tech start-up ‘Log 9 
Materials’ announced the launch of a rapid charging 
battery technology for electric vehicles.   

➢ Based on supercapacitor technology and ‘Graphene’, 
these batteries can be fully charged in just 15 minutes 
and have a longer life of over 15 years.  

➢ ISRO launched 19 satellites from Brazil, USA and 
India on board the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle-
C51 (PSLV-C51) rocket from Sriharikota on Feb 28.   

➢ Of the 19 satellites, Brazil's 637-kilogram Amazonia 1 
optical earth observation satellite was the primary 
passenger.   

➢ The world’s most powerful supercomputer named 
“Fugaku”, developed by RIKEN and Fujitsu of Japan, 
is now available for research work. It has 
astonishing high speed of processing of 442 
petaflops.  

➢ A Japanese-Australian venture has begun producing 
hydrogen from brown coal in a test project that 
aims to show liquefied hydrogen can be produced 
and exported safely to Japan.  

➢ The Russian space corporation Roscosmos 
successfully launched its first satellite “Arktika-M” 
to monitor the Arctic’s climate and environment.  

 

 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

➢ L&T delivered to Indian Army the 100th and final 
unit of K-9 Vajra-T 155 mm/ 52 calibre self-
propelled guns built at its Hazira plant in Gujarat.   

➢ The Indian Navy got its third indigenously built 
Scorpene Submarine on Feb 15, to be commissioned 
as INS Karanj in March, 2021.   

➢ Indian Army placed an order with Indian Ordnance 
Factory, Avadi, Tamil Nadu for 118 Arjun Mark 1-A 
tanks - ‘Hunter Killers’. 

➢ It has all-weather capability and better fire power 
and stability than the Arjun main battle tank (MBT) 
currently in use.    

➢ The Indian Army successfully tested the Helina 
(Army Version) and Dhruv Astra (Air Force 
Version) Missile Systems designed and developed 
by DRDO.   

➢ For the first time in the history of CRPF, a 
contingent of 34 CRPF women personnel was 
inducted into specialised jungle warfare commando 
force CoBRA (Commando Battalion for Resolute 
Action).   

➢ Asia’s biggest aero show “Aero India-2021” was 
held at Yelahanka Air Force Station in Bengaluru, 
Karnataka from Feb 3 to 5.   

➢ PASSEX:  The Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy 
conducted bilateral military exercise PASSEX in the 
Arabian Sea on Feb 18  

➢ Yudh Abhyas 20:  The India-US joint military 
exercise was held in Mahajan Field Firing Range of 
Bikaner district in Rajasthan from Feb 8 to 21. 

➢ AMPHEX–21: A large-scale tri-service joint 
amphibious exercise AMPHEX – 21 was conducted 
in Andaman & Nicobar Islands from January 21-25.  

➢ Pakistan conducted a successful training launch of 
the surface-to-surface ballistic cruise missile 
‘Babur’, having a range of 450 kms. 

➢ ISRO has tied up with the digital mapping/location 
tech company MapmyIndia to offer a fully 
indigenous, mapping portal and related geospatial 
services.   

➢ The India Meteorological Department plans to set 
up India's first thunderstorm research testbed at 
Balasore, Odisha, jointly with ISRO and DRDO. 

➢ The project aims at reducing fatalities and loss of 
property due to frequent cyclones and lightning 
strikes in Odisha and the eastern states.   

➢ The American space agency NASA successfully 
landed its fifth rover 'Perseverance' on Mars on Feb 
18 in a deep crater near the planet's equator called 
Jezero.  

➢ Researchers from five institutes across India have 
discovered a new gecko species in Arunachal 
Pradesh.   

➢ The new species belongs to the genus Cyrtodactylus 
commonly known as bent-toed geckos.   

➢ Gecko is a small size lizard found in warm climates. 
➢ Bharti Airtel became the country's first telecom 

operator to successfully demonstrate live fifth-
generation (5G) service over a commercial network 
in Hyderabad city on Jan 28.  

➢ A rocket from Elon Musk’s SpaceX, an US aerospace 
company created a new record by launching 143 
satellites at one time into space on January 24.   

 
 

JANUARY  
 

➢ DRDO successfully tested indigenously developed 
Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon--SAAW from Hawk-I 
aircraft off the Odisha coast.  

➢ It is capable of engaging ground enemy airfield 
assets such as radars, bunkers, and runways etc. up 
to a range of 100 kilometres. 

➢ DRDO and the Indian Army’s Infantry School at 
Mhow (MP) have jointly developed India’s first 
indigenous 9mm machine pistol named ‘Asmi’.  

➢ The govt approved the export of the indigenously 
built surface-to-air missile system Akash. 

➢ It has a range of 25 km and can target fighter jets, 

cruise missiles, drones, etc.   

➢ The DRDO inducted twenty-one 'bike ambulances' 

in the CRPF for casualty evacuation tasks in remote 

Naxal violence and insurgency-affected areas.  

➢ The customised 'Rakshita' ambulances have been 

built on 350cc Royal Enfield motorcycles by the 

Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences, 

New Delhi. 
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➢ DRDO & Indian Navy successfully tested SAHAYAK-
NG, India’s first indigenously designed and 
developed Air Dropped Container from IL 38SD 
aircraft of Indian Navy off the coast of Goa.   

➢ KAVACH: A joint exercise of Indian Army, Navy, Air 
Force and the Coast Guard conducted in the last 
week of January under the aegis of the Andaman 
and Nicobar Command.   

➢ Sea Vigil-21: Indian Navy coordinated the largest 
coastal defence exercise along the entire 7,516-
kilometre long coastline on Jan 12-13.  

➢ Ex Desert Knight-21: Joint exercise of Indian Air 
Force and French Air and Space Force conducted at 
Air Force Station, Jodhpur, Jan 20-24.   

➢ PASSEX: Indian and Vietnamese Navy’s two-day 
passage exercise on Dec 26-27 in the South China 
Sea. 

➢ The Ministry of Electronics and IT announced the 
establishment of a first of its kind Quantum 
Computing Applications Lab in India in partnership 
with Amazon Web Services.   

➢ The move will give select researchers, scientists 
access to Amazon’s Braket cloud-based quantum 
computing service.   

➢ Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) unveiled 
India’s first indigenously developed pneumococcal 
vaccine ‘Pneumosil’ on Dec 28.   

➢ Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace became the 
first private company to successfully test-fire the 
technology demonstration version of their solid 
fuelled propulsion rocket motor – Kalam-5.  

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

 

 

APRIL 
 

 

➢ US President Joe Biden hosted a two-day Leaders 
Climate Summit of world leaders on the Earth Day, 
April 22 to address the global climate crisis. The 
summit’s theme was “Our Collective Sprint to 
2030”.   

➢ Some leading not-for-profit environmental and 
social organisations have come together to form the 
Blue Nature Alliance.  

➢ Launched on April 20, it has raised $125 million to 
protect the ocean from environmental threats.  

➢ Singapore became the first country to complete the 
official process for ratification of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement.   

➢ It is the world’s largest Free Trade Agreement, 
signed by all 10 ASEAN members and 5 key 
partners in Nov. 2020. 

➢ The Henley Passport Index was topped by Japan, 
enjoying visa free access to 193 countries, followed 
by Singapore – 192 countries.  

➢ It ranked Indian passport at number 84 as it enjoys 
Visa Free or Visa-on-Arrival in over 58 places.  

➢ The President of Russia Vladimir Putin gave his final 
approval on April 5 to the constitutional legislation 
that allows him to hold office for two additional 6 
years terms, till 2036.   

➢ The 68-years old President has already been in 
power for more than two decades and his current 
tenure will continue till end 2024.  

 

 

 

MARCH  
 

 

 

 

➢ Norway plans to build the world's first ship tunnel, 
designed to help vessels to avoid navigating the 
treacherous Stadhavet Sea.  

➢ The 1700 metre long, 37 metre high and 26.5-metre-
wide tunnel will burrow through the mountainous 
Stadhavet peninsula in northwestern Norway.   

➢ The First Quad Leaders’ Summit was held virtually 
on March 12. Prime Ministers of India, Australia, 
Japan and US President participated in the Summit.   

➢ Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
participated virtually in the First G20 Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank Governors (FMCBG) 
meeting on Feb 26 under the Italian Presidency.   

➢ The 11th edition of the QS World University 
Rankings placed the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), USA at top for the ninth year in a 
row.   

➢ Australia’s Parliament on Feb 25 passed 
amendments to their News Media Bargaining Code 
as per which Facebook agreed to lift a ban on 
Australians accessing and sharing news.  

➢ The new rules force online platforms like Google and 
Facebook to pay for news they source from local 
media. 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY  
 

 

 

 

 

➢ The Myanmar Military Tatmadaw (official name of 
Myanmar Military) executed a coup in the country 
on Feb 1. 

➢ Military arrested the State Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi, President Win Myint and other senior leaders 
of the ruling party National League for Democracy.   

➢ Denmark plans to build the world’s first energy 

island in the North Sea to cover the electricity needs 

of 3 million European households.  

➢ The energy will be generated from hundreds of 

wind turbines surrounding the island.  

➢ The United States has extended the New START 

(Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) nuclear arms 

control treaty with Russia for five years from Feb 

2021.  

➢ The treaty aims to make the world safer as 

unconstrained nuclear competition would endanger 

the entire world.  
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➢ The Office for National Statistics, UK stated that the 
British economy suffered its biggest decline in more 
than 300 years in 2020 as it shrank by 9.9%. 

➢ The fall was due to coronavirus pandemic that 
closed shops and restaurants, devastated the travel 
industry and curtailed manufacturing.   

➢ The UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons (TPNW) came into effect from January 22, 
2021. The treaty was adopted by UNO in July 201. 

➢ It is a legally binding treaty prohibiting the 
signatories to develop, test, produce, manufacture, 
otherwise acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.   

➢ South Korea signed a 48 trillion Won ($43 billion) 
agreement to build the world’s largest offshore 
wind farm near Sinan in its southwest with a 
capacity of producing 8.2 GigaWatts.    

➢ Saudi Arabia has allowed women to join the armed 
forces. They can now be appointed as soldiers, 
corporals, lance corporals, staff sergeants, and 
sergeants. 

 

 

 

JANUARY  
 

 

➢ Joe Biden took oath on Jan 20 as the 46th President 
of the United States of America.  78 year old Biden 
has become the oldest US President in history.  

➢ Kamala Harris was sworn in as 49th Vice-President 
of the country. Kamala is America’s first woman and 
first person with south Asian roots to take the office 
of the Vice President.   

➢ On January 13, Donald Trump became the first 
president in US history to be impeached twice.  

➢ He was charged with inciting violent rampage by his 
supporters in the Capitol Complex on Jan 9.   

➢ However, he was acquitted by the Senate (Upper 
House) as motion of impeachment could not muster 
the required two third support.  

➢ The Henley’s passport index retained Japan on top 
of passport rankings among 199 passports of the 
world while India secured 85th spot. 

➢ It offers visa-free access to 191 destinations around 
the world.  It is followed by Singapore (190) and 
Germany and S Korea (189).   

➢ The Government of France organised the fourth 
‘One Planet Summit’, through video conferencing on 
January 11.   

➢ The summit aimed at protecting the world’s 
biodiversity with the theme “Let’s act together for 
nature!” 

➢ In the gravest assault on the symbol of American 
democracy in more than 200 years, hundreds of 
Trump’s supporters stormed the US Capitol on Jan 6 
in a shocking bid to overturn his election defeat.   

➢ Rioters crashed their way past metal security 
barricades, broke windows and scaled walls to fight 
their way into the parliament building.   

➢ Archaeologists discovered the world’s oldest known 
cave art—a life-sized picture of a wild pig that was 
painted at least 45,500 years ago in Indonesia.   

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER  
 

➢ Britain became the first country in the world to 
approve the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine 
developed by the American pharmaceutical giant 
Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech.  

➢ Singapore’s tradition of communal dining at hawker 
centres, open air food courts has been added to 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.    

➢ Morocco has become the fourth Arab League 
country to agree to normalise relations with Israel 
in a deal brokered with US help.   

➢ UNESCO has decided to launch an international 
prize in the field of ‘creative economy’ in the name 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.  

✓ Starting November 2021, the $ 50 thousand award 
will be given away once in two years for global 
economic initiatives of the youth.  

➢ Nepal and China jointly announced on Dec 8 that the 
revised height of the world’s highest peak Mount 
Everest was 8,848.86 meter (29,031.7 feet), about 
86 cm more than the last measurement in 1954.  

➢ In the Forbes list of the world’s 100 most powerful 

women, German Chancellor Angela Merkel is at 

number one, for the 10th year in a row.   

➢ According to US Air Quality Index`s data released on 

Dec 1, Pakistani city Lahore was once again found to 

be the most polluted city in the world. 

➢ As per the Global Terrorism Index 2020, 

Afghanistan was the most impacted of the 163 

countries, recording 5725 deaths in 1422 terror 

incidents.  

➢ Merriam-Webster, America’s most trusted online 

dictionary announced “pandemic” as its 2020 word 

of the year.   

➢ Cambridge Dictionary has named ‘quarantine’ as 

Word of the Year 2020.  

➢ The first clean coal-based power plant of Arab 

world- Hassyan is being developed in Saih Shuaib, 

Dubai, UAE.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 
 

APRIL 
 

The Great Khali:  India’s first WWE World Heavyweight 
Champion has been inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame 
as part of the 2021 class. Standing 7’1″ tall, Khali’s 
official name is Dalip Singh Rana.  
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MARCH  
 

Gautam Adani:  Adani Group Chairman has achieved a 
remarkable milestone amid the Covid-19 pandemic, as 
he added the highest wealth- $16.2 billion so far in the 
year 2021in the world to his fortune, as per the latest 
Bloomberg Billionaires Index.   
Jasmine Harrison:  A 21-year-old British woman from 
England became the youngest woman to row solo across 
the Atlantic Ocean.  
 

 

FEBRUARY  
 

Dr. Kiran Bedi: Former IPS Officer was removed from 
the post of Puducherry Lieutenant Governor by the 
orders of the President of India.   

 

JANUARY  
 

Arya Rajendran:  The 21-year-old college student has 
been elected as the youngest Mayor in India, of 
Thiruvananthapuram Corporation, Kerala.   
 

APPOINTMENTS  
 
 

APRIL 
 
 

 

Justice NV Ramana:  Appointed as the 48th Chief Justice 
of India by the President Ram Nath Kovind. He took oath 
on April 24.  

 

Sushil Chandra:  The senior-most Election 
Commissioner was appointed as the Chief Election 
Commissioner of India by the President of India.  
 

S Ramann:  Appointed as the Chairman and Managing 
Director of Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) for a period of three years.   

 

Tarun Bajaj:  Appointed as the new Revenue Secretary 
under the Ministry of Finance.  
 

Ajay Seth:  Appointed as the new Economic Affairs 
Secretary in the Ministry of Finance.  

 

Mallika Srinivasan:  Appointed as the Chairperson of 
Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB) by the 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet.   
 

Soma Mondal: Chairperson of the state-owned Steel 
Authority of India Limited (SAIL), has been elected as 
the new chairperson of the Standing Conference of 
Public Enterprises (SCOPE).   
 

Rekha M Menon:  Chairperson of IT firm Accenture 
India, appointed as chairperson of the National 
Association of Software and Services Companies 
(NASSCOM), becoming the first woman to take the top 
role in the software lobby group’s 30-year history. 

 

Miguel Díaz-Canel: Appointed as the new President of 
Cuba, a tiny island country in the Caribbean Sea.  

Guillermo Lasso:  Won Ecuador’s presidential 
elections.  

 

Ouhoumoudou Mahamadou:  Appointed as the new 
Prime Minister of Niger, a land-locked country north of 
Nigeria, in Africa. 

 

Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu:  She has been elected to a five-
year term as the President of Kosovo, a tiny country in 
northeast Europe.  
 
Pham Minh Chinh:  Vietnam’s National Assembly 
confirmed Chinh’s appointment as the country’s next 
Prime Minister. 
 

Eduard Heger:  Appointed as the Prime Minister of 
Slovakia, a small country in central Europe. 
 

MARCH  
 
 

Saurabh Garg:  Appointed as the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Unique Identification Authority of India. 
 
Dr Ajay Mathur:  Appointed as the Director General of 
the International Solar Alliance, Gurugram, Haryana.  
 
MA Ganapathy:  Senior IPS officer of Uttarakhand cadre 
appointed as the Director General of the National 
Security Guard (NSG) 
 
Kuldiep Singh:   Senior IPS officer of West Bengal cadre 
appointed as the Director General of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) 
 
Dr. G P Samanta:  Appointed as the new Chief 
Statistician of India by the Central Government for a 
period of two years.  He will be the head of the National 
Statistical Organisation and Secretary of the National 
Statistical Commission. 
 
Vijay Sampla:  A senior BJP leader appointed as the 
new Chairman of the National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes.   
 
Tirath Singh Rawat:  In Uttarakhand, Rawat was 
sworn-in as the new chief minister on March 10.  
 
Girish Chandra Murmu: Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG) has been re-appointed as the 
Chairman of the Panel of External Auditors of the United 
Nations for the year 2021. 
 

Matam Venkata Rao:  Appointed as Managing Director 
& CEO of Central Bank of India for a period of three 
years by the Central government.  
 

Denis Sassou Nguesso:  Re-elected as the President of 
Republic of Congo for the next five years.  He has 
already served as President for 36 years, making him 
one of the longest serving Presidents in the world. 
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Ms. Samia Suluhu Hassan:  Sworn in as the sixth 
President of Tanzania, becoming the first female leader 
of the East African country. 
 

Mark Rutte:  Netherlands Prime Minister won the 2021 
parliamentary elections for the fourth term in a row.  
 

Mohamed Bazoum:  Elected as the new President of 
Niger, a land-locked country north of Nigeria, in Africa. 
 

Irakli Garibashvili:  Appointed as the new Prime 
Minister of Georgia by the Parliament of Georgia. 
 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

S N Subrahmanyan: Appointed as the head of the 
National Safety Council for a period of three years by the 
Labour Ministry. He is an eminent engineer, currently 
CEO and Managing Director of Larsen & Toubro.  
 

Dr. Ajay Mathur:  Selected as the new Director General 
of the International Solar Alliance (ISA).  Presently, he is 
Director General of The Energy & Resources Institute.   
 

Ajai Malhotra:  Elected as the first Indian Chairperson 
of the United Nations Advisory Committee of the Human 
Rights Council. He is a senior diplomat and IFS officer of 
1977 batch. 
 

Mallikarjun Kharge:  The Indian National Congress 
named the party veteran as the Leader of Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha.   
 

Ngozi Okonjo- Iweala:  The former Finance Minister of 
Nigeria and a former MD of the World Bank was 
selected by the UN General Assembly as the next 
Director General of the World Trade Organisation.   
 

Mario Draghi:  Sworn in as the new Prime Minister of 
Italy.   

 

Kaja Kallas:  Leader of the Reform Party elected as the 
first female President of Estonia, a small country in 
central Europe, east of Baltic Sea.  
 

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa:  Won a second five-year 
term after winning the 2021 Portuguese Presidential 
election with a landslide victory. 
 

JANUARY  
 

Subodh Kumar Jaiswal:  1985 batch IPS officer has 
been appointed the Director General of Central 
Industrial Security Force (CISF).  
 

Suneet Sharma:  Appointed as the new Railway Board 
Chairman and CEO.   
 

Yoweri Museveni: Ugandan President scored a decisive 
election victory to win a record sixth term as the 
President. 
 

Sadyr Japarov:  Former Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan 
elected as the new President of the country.    

Faustin-Archange Touadera: Re - elected as the 
President of Central African Republic. 
 

Alexander Ellis: Appointed as the new British High 
Commissioner to India. 
 

AWARDS & HONOURS 
 
 
 

APRIL 
 

 

Saraswati Samman, 2020:  Awarded to noted Marathi 
writer Dr Sharankumar Limbale for his book ‘Sanatan’. 
The award carries 15 lakh rupees cash prize.   
 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2019: Highest film 
award from the government side has been conferred on 
legendary actor and producer Rajinikant.   
The award carries a cash prize of Rs. 10 lakh and a Swarn 
Kamal (Golden Lotus). 
 

The 66th Filmfare Awards for the year 2020 were 
given on 28 March in Mumbai.   
Best Film: Thappad by Anubhav Sinha 
Best Director: Om Raut, Tanhaji:The Unsung Warrior 
Best Actor: Irrfan Khan for Angrezi Medium 
Best Actress:  Taapsee Pannu for Thappad 
 

Guneet Monga:  Acclaimed filmmaker known for 
backing films like “The Lunchbox” and “Masaan”, 
selected for the French honour the Knight of the Order 
of Arts and Letters (Chevalier dans L’Ordre des Arts et 
des Lettres).  
 

International Ranger Award:  Mahinder Giri, range 
officer of Rajaji Tiger Reserve selected as the only 
ranger from Asia to win the prestigious award for his 
contribution towards wildlife conservation.   
 

The 93rd Academy Awards ceremony, also known as 

Oscars Awards, was held in Los Angeles, USA on April 

25. The awards are presented annually by the Academy 

of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS). 

Best Picture: Nomadland by Ms. Chloé Zhao 

Best Director: Ms. Chloé Zhao (USA) for Nomadland 

Best Actress: Frances McDormand for Nomadland 

Best Actor:  Anthony Hopkins for The Father 
 

The British Academy Film & Television Awards- 

BAFTA 2021 were announced in London. 

Best Film:  Nomadland by Ms. Chloe Zhao, USA 

Best Director:  Ms. Chloe Zhao for Nomadland 

Best Actress: Frances McDormand for Nomadland 

Best Actor: Sir Anthony Hopkins for The Father 
 

AM Turing Award 2020:  Won by Alfred V. Aho for his 
research and influential text books on fundamental 
algorithms and theory underlying programming 
language implementation.  
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The 67th National Film Awards - 2019 
Best Feature Film: Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea 
(Malayalam) by Priyadarshan 
Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment: 
Maharishi (Telugu) by Vamshi Paidipally 
Nargis Dutt Award for Best Film on National Integration: 
Tajmahal (Marathi) by Niyaz Mujawar 
Best feature film in Hindi:  Chhichhore by Nitesh Tiwari 
Best Director: Sanjay Puran Singh Chauhan for Bahattar 
Hoorain (Hindi) (72 Fairies) 
Best Actress: Kangana Ranaut for Panga (Hindi) and 
Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi (Hindi) 
Best Actor: Manoj Bajpayee for Bhonsle (Hindi), and 
Dhanush for Asuran (Tamil) 
Most Film Friendly State: Sikkim 
 
The Gandhi Peace Prize - 2019:  Conferred on late 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said of Oman in recognition of 
his outstanding contributions for social, economic and 
political transformation through non-violent and other 
Gandhian methods.  
The Gandhi Peace Prize - 2020:  Conferred on late 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for his life long 
struggle to ensure the freedom, rights, aspiration and 
emancipation of his people.  
✓ Given by govt of India, the award carries a cash prize 

of Rs. one crore, a citation, a plaque and an exquisite 
traditional handicraft item.  

 
Vyas Samman-2020: Well-known Hindi writer Prof. 
Sharad Pagare has been selected for the 31st Vyas 
Samman for his novel ‘Patliputra Ki Samragyi.’ 
 
CERAWeek Global Energy and Environment 
Leadership Award:  Conferred upon PM Narendra 
Modi via video conferencing on March 5 at the 
Cambridge Energy Research Associates Week 
(CERAWeek) held at Houston, USA for showing 
exemplary commitment of leadership for the securing 
future of global energy and environment.  
 

Film Archive Award-2021: Conferred upon megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan for his dedication and contribution 
to the preservation of the world’s film heritage. 
 
U N’s Asia Environmental Enforcement Award:  In a 
first for India, a female forest officer from Odisha, 
Sasmita Lenka has been felicitated with this award.  
 
International Anti-corruption Champions Award:  
Anjali Bharadwaj, an Indian social activist in the field of 
Right to Information in India for over two decades, was 
among the 12 individuals selected by the US 
government from across the globe for their deep 
dedication towards combating corruption. 

Dadasaheb Phalke awards announced 
The Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Awards 2021 
were announced at a glittering ceremony in Mumbai on 
Feb 20. Some top winners were as under: 
Best Actor (Female) - Deepika Padukone, Chhapaak 
Best Actor (Male) - Akshay Kumar, Laxmii 
Best Film - Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior 
Best Director - Anurag Basu, Ludo 
Best Web Series - Scam: 1992 
(These awards are different from Dadasaheb Phalke 
Lifetime Achievement Award which is presented by GOI ) 
 
Pritzker Architecture Prize-2021: Architecture’s 
highest honour, awarded to Anne Lacaton and Jean-
Philippe Vassal, founders of Lacaton & Vassal, the 
French duo renowned for their multiple sustainable 
housing projects.   
✓ Regarded as the Nobel of Architecture, the award 

consists of $100,000 and a bronze medallion and is 
granted by the Pritzker family of Chicago through 
their Hyatt Foundation. 

 
Grammy Awards declared for best in music 
The 63rd annual Grammy Awards were presented at the 
Los Angeles Convention Center on March 15, 2021. The 
awards are known for recognising best in music (in 84 
categories) in the world. Some of the top Grammys are: 
Record of the Year:  Everything I Wanted by Billie Eilish 
Album of the Year:  Folklore by Taylor Swift 
Song of the Year: I Can't Breathe by H.E.R. 
Best New Artist:  Megan Thee Stallion 
Best Pop Solo Performance:  Watermelon Sugar by 
Harry Styles 
Best Pop Vocal Album:  Future Nostalgia by Dua Lipa 
 

The 78th Golden Globe Awards ceremony took place 
in a hybrid format on February 28.   
Best Motion Picture – Drama:  Nomadland by Chloé 
Zhao 
Best Director:  Chloé Zhao for Nomadland 
Best Actor - Male:  Chadwick Boseman (posthumously) 
for “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom” 
Best Actor - Female:  Andra Day for “The United States 
vs. Billie Holiday” 
 

Prize for Achievement in African Leadership-2020: 
World’s largest leadership prize, worth $5 million 
conferred upon Mahamadou Issoufou, the incumbent 
President of Niger.   
 

FEBRUARY  
 

Manasa Varanasi, an engineer from Telangana, 
emerged as the top winner of VLCC Femina Miss India 
World 2020 on Feb 10.   
✓ Manika Sheokand from Haryana was declared VLCC 

Femina Miss Grand India 2020 and Manya Singh 
from Uttar Pradesh was crowned VLCC Femina Miss 
India 2020 – runner-up.  
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Skoch Chief Minister of the Year Award:  Given to 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
in recognition of his government’s “revolutionary 
measures” in governance in the past two years. 
 

Koozhangal wins Tiger award for the best film 
The Tamil film “Koozhangal” won “Tiger” award for the 
best film at the 50th edition of the Rotterdam 
International Film Festival 2021 in Netherlands. 
Koozhangal (meaning Pebbles) has been produced by 
Nayanthara and directed by Vinod Raj PS. 
 

Global Citizenship Ambassador:  Indian spiritual 
leader Sri Sri Ravishankar was honoured by a 
prominent American university, Northeastern 
University Center for Spirituality, Dialogue and Service, 
Boston, USA in recognition of his pioneering work as 
peacemaker, humanitarian, spiritual teacher and global 
interfaith leader.   
 

PADMA AWARDS DECLARED 
The Government announced the Padma Awards, 119 in 
total, on the eve of 72nd Republic Day.   
 

Seven persons were selected for Padma Vibhushan. 
They include former Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
veteran sculptor Sudarshan Sahoo from Puri, Odisha, 
Islamic scholar Maulana Wahiduddin Khan from Uttar 
Pradesh, B M Hegde, renowned cardiologist and ex-vice 
chancellor, Manipal University, Karnataka and B.B. Lal, 
acclaimed Archaeologist. Eminent Singer late S.P. 
Balasubramaniam from Tamil Nadu and late N.S. 
Kapany, renowned physicist from Moga, Punjab will be 
awarded the Padma Vibhushan posthumously. 
Ten persons will get Padma Bhushan and 102 persons 
will get Padma Shri.  
 

MahaVir Chakra:  The second highest war time military 
honour was conferred posthumously upon Colonel B 
Santosh Babu, the Commanding Officer of 16 Bihar 
Regiment, who lost his life during the Galwan Valley 
clash last year.   
Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar:  
Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development 
Society and Dr. Rajendra Kumar Bhandari, renowned 
expert of landslides management, both won the award 
for their excellent work in Disaster Management. 
 
Golden Peacock award for the best film:   
Danish World War II drama “Into the Darkness” directed 
by Anders Refn, was declared the best film at the 51st 
edition of the International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 
in Goa.   
 

 

 
 

 

JANUARY  
 

 

 

Golden Peacock award for the best film:  Won by 
Danish film “Into the Darkness” directed by Anders Refn 
at the 51st edition of the International Film Festival of 
India (IFFI) in Goa.   
 

National Florence Nightingale Award:  Won by Dr 
Shailla Cannie. It is the highest national distinction 
awarded to nurses or nursing aides.  
 

Eminent Engineer Award-2020:  Conferred upon V.K. 
Yadav, Chairman & CEO, Railway Board by the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology, London for 
his outstanding contribution towards modernization 
and reforms in Indian Railways.  
 

DRDO’s Scientist of the Year Award:  Won by senior 
scientist Hemant Kumar Pandey for his contribution in 
developing several herbal medicines, including the 
popular drug Lukoskin for treatment of Leucoderma. 
 

SKOCH Challenger Award:  Conferred upon Tribal 
Affairs Minister Arjun Munda for outstanding 
performance in e-Governance. 
 

Canada Sahitya Gaurav: Given by the Hindi Writers’ 
Guild, Canada to Union Education Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank for his rich contribution to literature.    
 

2021 Michael and Sheila Held Prize:  Nikhil 
Srivastava, a young Indian mathematician, won the 
prestigious prize along with two others for solving long-
standing questions on the Kadison-Singer problem and 
on Ramanujan graphs.  
 

 

 

OBITUARY 
 

APRIL 
 

Pandit Rajan Mishra: Renowned Hindustani classical 
vocalist from Banaras gharana died on April 25 due to 
COVID-19 complications in New Delhi.  He was 70.   
 

M Narasimham:  The former Governor of Reserve Bank 
of India, who was regarded as the “father of banking 
reforms in India” passed away on April 20 due to Covid-
19 related illness. He was 94.  
 

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan:  Noted Indian Islamic 
scholar, spiritual leader and author passed away on 
April 21 due to Covid-19 complications. He was 97.  He 
was recipient of several notable honours like Padma 
Vibhushan (2021), Padma Bhushan (2000) and the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Sadbhavna Award (2009). 
 

Shankha Ghosh: Eminent Bengali poet passed away on 
April 2, losing his battle against COVID 19. He was 89.  
He was awarded Padma Bhushan in 2011 and in 2016 
he received the prestigious Jnanpith Award.  
 

Shashikala: Veteran actress of Hindi cinema passed 
away at her residence in Mumbai on April 4. She was 88 
years old.  
 

Prince Philip:  British Queen Elizabeth’s husband, died 
at the age of 99.  He was to mark his 100th birthday on 
June 10.  Officially known as the Duke of Edinburgh, a 
Greek prince, he married Princess Elizabeth in 1947, 
five years before she became Queen. 
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K C Chakrabarty:  Former deputy governor of Reserve 
Bank passed away following a heart attack on March 26 
at his home in Mumbai.  He was 68.   
 

Anil Dharker:  Noted journalist and author died in 
Mumbai on March 26.  He was 74. He was the founder 
director of the Mumbai International Literary Festival, 
held in November every year.    
 

Laxman Pai:  Renowned Indian artist and painter 
passed away at his residence in Goa on March 14. He 
was 95. He was a recipient of several awards including 
the prestigious Padma Bhushan, Padma Shri, Nehru 
Award and Lalit Kala Akademi Award. 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

Justice (Retd) M Rama Jois:  The former Governor of 
Bihar and Jharkhand and eminent jurist, passed away on 
February 16 in Bengaluru due to old age-related 
ailments. He was 89 years old.   
 

JANUARY  
 

Ustad Mustafa Khan: Renowned Indian classical 
musician of Rampur-Sahaswan Gharana breathed his 
last at his Mumbai residence on Jan 17. He was 89. He 
taught music to likes of AR Rahman, Shaan, Hariharan, 
Manna Dey, Asha Bhosle, Sonu Nigam, Alisha Chinoy and 
many others.   
He was awarded the Padma Shri in 1991, Padma Bhushan 
in 2006 and Padma Vibhushan in 2018. 
 

Dr. V Shanta:  The world-renowned oncologist passed 
away after brief illness in Chennai. She was 94. Her 
medical life of over 60 years was dedicated to cancer 
care.  She was the Chairperson of Adyar Cancer Centre, 
Chennai.  Her contribution to Oncology earned her the 
Magsaysay award, Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and 
Padma Vibhushan awards. 
 

Narendra Chanchal:  Popular bhajan singer from 
Amritsar passed away at a private hospital in New Delhi. 
He was 80.  He will always be remembered for his 
numerous iconic bhajans devoted to Goddess Durga 
(Sheranwali Mata).  
 

Madhavsinh Solanki: A senior Congress leader who 
held the chief minister’s post four times in Gujarat and 
later Union minister twice, passed away in Gandhinagar. 
He was 93 years old.  
 

Buta Singh:  Veteran Congress leader and former Union 
home minister passed away at AIIMS, New Delhi, on Jan 
2.  
 

Pierre Cardin:  French fashion king who made his name 
by selling designer clothes to the masses, died aged 98.  
Cardin was the first designer to sell clothes collections 
in department stores in the late 1950s. 

PLACES IN NEWS 
 

APRIL 
 
 

Amboli:  Area near Amboli in Western ghats in 
Sindhudurg district, was declared a biodiversity 
heritage site by Maharashtra government, after a rare 
freshwater fish species Schistura Hiranyakeshi was 
discovered there.   
 

Jagargunda:  As many as 23 CRPF jawans were killed 
and around 50 were injured in an encounter with 
Naxalites on April 3 in Jagargunda area along the border 
between Bijapur and Sukma districts in Chhattisgarh.   
 

Cyclone Seroja: Floods and landslides triggered by 
tropical super cyclone Seroja in a cluster of islands in 
southeast Indonesia and East Timor killed at least 100 
people and displaced thousands of others.  

 

MARCH  
 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus:  This Railway Station of 
Central Railway is the first railway station in 
Maharashtra to be awarded with Gold certification as 
per CII’s Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) ratings.  
 
El Salvador became the first country in Central America 
to be certified malaria-free by the World Health 
Organization. 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

Bhimbetka:  The three fossils of the world’s earliest 
known living animal- the 550 million years old 
Dickinsonia- were discovered by the researchers in the 
Bhimbetka rock shelters near Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.   
 

Chauri Chaura:  Small town in district Gorakhpur, Uttar 
Pradesh was in news as the state government launched 
the yearlong Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations here 
on Feb 4.  
(On Feb 4, 1922, a large group of protesters participating 
in the non-cooperation movement, clashed with police 
resulting in death of 3 civilians and lynching of 22 
policemen.  Hurt by this, Gandhi ji decided to halt the 
movement). 
 

Texas:  In the United States, millions of people in Texas 
state suffered in extreme cold as they were forced to 
spend winter days with no electricity as a unusual 
severe winter storm named Uri struck the south-eastern 
part of the country.  

 

JANUARY  
 

Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary, Kullu: Declared best 
sanctuary in the Management Effectiveness Evaluation 
Report of 146 national parks and wildlife sanctuaries in 
the country.  
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Nubra Valley:  India’s first ever ice climbing festival 
was celebrated in Nubra valley in Leh, Ladakh.  
 

Zanskar: India’s first ever Winter Sports Festival was 
held under the Khelo India initiative at Zanskar in 
district Kargil of Ladakh.   
 

Sulawesi Island:  In Indonesia a powerful earthquake 
rocked Sulawesi island, killing at least 92 people, with 
more feared dead as rescuers searched for survivors.  
 

SPORTS  WORLD 
 

APRIL 
 

Mirabai Chanu of Manipur set a new World Record in 
the women’s 49kg Clean and Jerk with 119 kg lift at 
Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent on April 
17.   
 

Sarita Mor (of Sonipat, Haryana), Vinesh Phogat and 
Anshu Malik won the gold in the Asian Wrestling 
Championships in Almaty, Kazakhstan in the women’s 
59 kg category.  
 

World Youth Boxing Championships held in Kielce, 
Poland:  Indian women boxers created history with 
seven gold medals while Sachin won the sole gold in the 
men’s section. Indian team topped the medal tally with 8 
gold and three bronze medals.  
 

In the Hyundai Archery World Cup held in Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, Indian women’s recurve team including 
Deepika Kumari, Ankita Bhakat and Komalika Bari won 
a gold medal. Archery couple Deepika Kumari and Atanu 
Das, each won individual gold medal also.  
The Indian shooters topped the medal tally in the ISSF 
World Cup at Delhi, winning 30 medals in total – 15 
gold, 9 silver and 6 bronze. 
 

Virat Kohli has been named Wisden Almanack’s ODI 
player of the 2010s.  The highly-rated annual 
publication named England’s all-rounder Ben Stokes as 
the ‘Cricketer of the Year’ for a second successive year.  

 

INTERNATIONAL 
Miami Open Tennis Tournament, Florida, USA: 
Hubert Hurkacz of Poland won the men’s singles title 
while Women’s singles title won by Ashleigh Barty of 
Australia.    
 

MARCH  
 

India’s Singhraj won the gold medal in the 2021 Para 
Shooting World Cup at Al Ain in the UAE.  
 

Divyansh Singh Panwar and Elavenil Valarivan won 
the gold medal in the 10m Air Rifle Mixed Team event at 
the The International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) 
World Cup held in Delhi.  Angad Vir Singh Bajwa and 
Ganemat Sekhon won the gold in the skeet mixed team 
event.  

Achanta Sharath Kamal became the first Indian Table 
Tennis player to qualify for the Tokyo Olympic Games. 
 

Tamil Nadu’s CA Bhavani Devi became the first ever 
Indian fencer to qualify for the Tokyo Olympic Games.   
 

Boxer Manish Kaushik clinched gold at the Boxam 
International Tournament in Castellon, Spain. The team 
won overall 10 medals in the tournament.   
 

Vinesh Phogat won the gold medal on Feb 28 in the 
women's 53-kg category at XXIV Outstanding Ukrainian 
Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial tournament in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. 
 

Wrestlers Bajrang Punia and Vinesh Phogat won 
gold in the Matteo Pellicone World Ranking Series event 
in Rome. The victories by both the wrestlers pushed 
their rankings to number one in the world.  
 

Virat Kohli became the first-ever batsman to score 
3,000 runs in T-20 Internationals.  
 

Mithali Raj became the first player in the world to 
complete 7,000 runs in women’s ODI cricket.  
 

Mithali Raj, veteran batswoman became the first Indian 
woman cricketer and second internationally to complete 
10,000 runs across all formats.   
 

Chess player Koneru Humpy from Andhra Pradesh 
won the “BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year” 
(ISWOTY) award for 2020, following a public vote.  
 

21st National Sqay Championship:  Ladakh Sqay 
Team won eight medals and won an Outstanding 
Performance Award at the 21st National Sqay 
Championship held at Jaipur in Rajasthan.   
✓ Sqay is the traditional martial art of Kashmir in 

which players use a curved single-edged sword paired 
with a shield. 

 

Vijay Hazare Trophy:  Team Mumbai led by Captain 
Prithvi Shaw delivered a crushing defeat to Uttar 
Pradesh in the finals played in Delhi. The tournament is 
the national cricket event played in ODI format. 
 

Khelo India Winter National Games:  Jammu and 
Kashmir topped the medals tally at the event held at 
famous ski resort of Gulmarg in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district.   
 

Mary Kom, six times world champion, was appointed as 
the chairperson of the International Boxing 
Association's (AIBA) champions and veterans 
committee at Lausanne, Switzerland. 
 

Dushyant Chautala, Deputy CM of Haryana, re-elected 
as the President of Table Tennis Federation of India for 
a four-year term.  
 

Virat Kohli became the first cricketer to hit 100 million 
followers on social networking platform Instagram on 
March 1, 2021.   
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World’s largest cricket stadium 
President Ram Nath Kovind formally inaugurated the 
newly constructed world’s largest Cricket Stadium at 
Motera in Ahmedabad on Feb 24. The new stadium 
located in the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Sports Enclave is 
named Narendra Modi Stadium.   
The stadium has the capacity to seat 1.32,000 spectators. 
Spread over 63 acres, the stadium has 11 pitches in the 
square, besides possessing a unique sub-soil drainage 
system that helps in draining the wet ground in 30 
minutes. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Kieron Pollard:  West Indies ODI and T20I skipper 
became the third batsman in the history of international 
cricket to hit six 6s in an over on March 3, 2021. Pollard 
achieved the feat in West Indies' first T20 match against 
Sri Lanka in Osbourn, Antigua. 
 

All England Badminton Championships:  World’s 
oldest badminton tournament was held at Birmingham, 
England.   
Men’s singles title: won by Malaysia's Lee Zii Jia  
Women’s singles title:  won by Japan's Nozomi Okuhara.  
 

Thomas Bach was re-elected as the President of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) for an additional 
four-year term till 2025 on March 10.  
 

FEBRUARY  
 

Sathiyan Gnanasekaran became Table Tennis Men’s 
national champion by defeating nine-time national 
champion Sharath Kamal at the 82nd National Table 
Tennis Championships in Panchkula, Haryana. 
 

Manika Batra won her second women’s national title at 
the 82nd Senior National Table Tennis Championships 
held at Panchkula, Haryana.   
 

Rishabh Pant: The Indian wicketkeeper-batsman won 
the inaugural ICC Player of the Month award 2021.  
 

Arundhati Choudhary and Naorem B. Chanu won gold 
medals at the 30th Adriatic Pearl Boxing Tournament in 
Budva, Montenegro (a tiny country in southern Europe).   
 

Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy: Won by team Tamil 
Nadu after defeating team Baroda in the final at the 
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Jan 31.   
 

10th National Ice Hockey Championship:  The Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) won the trophy after a win 
over Ladakh in the finals played in Gulmarg, J&K.   
 

Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin has become the 
first player in the 143-year history of Test cricket to 
take 200 wickets against left-handed batsmen.  
He achieved the feat during the second day of India’s 
second Test against England at the MA Chidambaram 
Stadium, Chennai.  
 

Ajay Singh re-elected as President of the Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI). He is sports manager and 
chairman of Spicejet Airlines. 

Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju announced that the 
second Khelo India University Games will be hosted by 
Karnataka in Bengaluru.   
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN GRAND SLAM held in Melbourne 
Park, Australia 
Men’s title: Defending Champion Novak Djokovic 
(Serbia) won his ninth Australian Open title, beating 
Daniil Medvedev of Russia. 
Women’s title:  Japan's Naomi Osaka won her fourth 
Grand Slam title by beating American Jennifer Brady   
 

Badminton World Tour Finals:  World No. 1 Tai Tzu 
Ying (China) defeated Olympian Carolina Marin (Spain) 
in the finals at Bangkok.  
Men’s title was won by Denmark’s Anders Antonsen 
beating former world champion Viktor Axelsen, also 
from Denmark. 
 

JANUARY  
 

Anshu Malik became the first wrestler of the country to 
win silver at the Individual Wrestling World Cup in 
Belgrade, Serbia. 
 

India Wins Series Against Australia 
India created history by defeating Australia by three 
wickets in the fourth and final Test at the Gabba in 
Brisbane and retained the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.  
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

The Yonex Thailand Open, 2021: Year’s first 
international Badminton tournament held in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 
Men’s Singles title:  Victor Axelsen, Denmark; Women’s 
Singles Title:  Carolina Marin, Spain 
 
Sir Lewis Hamilton:  Seven-time Formula One world 
champion and winner of all-time record 95 wins in F1 
races, was awarded knighthood in the United Kingdom 
New Year Honours list, adding title of ‘Sir’ to his name. 
 
Player of the Century Award:  Won by Cristiano 
Ronaldo of Portugal at the Globe Soccer (Football) 
Awards. He plays for the Club Juventus. 
 

ICC Awards of the Decade declared 
The prestigious cricket awards were declared in Dubai 
on Dec 28: 
Sir Garfield Sobers Award for ICC Male Cricketer of the 
Decade:  Virat Kohli  
Rachael Heyhoe-Flint Award for ICC Female Cricketer of 
the Decade:  Ellyse Perry (Australia) 
Test/ODI/T-20 Male Cricketer of the Decade:  Steve 
Smith/ Virat Kohli/Rashid Khan 
ODI/T-20 Female Cricketer of the Decade:  Ellyse 
Perry/Ellyse Perry 
ICC Spirit of Cricket Award of the Decade:  M S Dhoni 
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  Model Test  For  
      General / Economy / 

       Banking Awareness  
 

 

JUNE  GK TEST - 01 
 

1.  Indian Navy’s warship INS Trikand participated 

in the maiden IN – EUNAVFOR (European Union 

Naval Force) Joint Naval Exercise.  It was held in 

which area? 

a.  Red Sea   b. Gulf of Oman  

c. Persian Gulf   d. Gulf of Aden  

e. Bay of Biscay 

2.   Observance of the Sustainable Gastronomy Day 

on June 18 is supported by which of the 

following? 

a.  UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO   

b. UNESCO, FAO, UNGA   

c. UNGA, ILO, UNICEF  

d. FAO, WHO, ILO  

e. UNGA, WHO, FAO 

3.   Milkha Singh, the track legend “Flying Sikh” 

passed away on June 18.  He achieved his best 

timing of 45.6 seconds in the 400 mts race in 

which event? 

a.  1956 Melbourne Olympics   

b. 1960 Rome Olympics    

c. 1958 Asian Games   

d. 1962 Asian Games   

e. 1958 Commonwealth Games 

4.   The SDG Index in the Sustainable Development 

Report 2021 placed which country at the top 

for best performance in SDGs? 

a.  Germany   b. Sweden   

c. Denmark   d. Finland   

e. Ireland 

5.   Which Union Ministry operationalised the 

national Helpline 155260 and a Reporting 

Platform for preventing financial loss due to 

cyber frauds?  

a. Information & Technology  

b. Finance (Banking)  

c. Home Affairs   

d. Science and Technology   

e. Commerce and Industry 

6.  Banks in India are categorized as Public Sector 

and Private Sector Banks. Which of the 

following types of banks are called Public 

Sector Banks? 

a. Those in which Government of India has a 

controlling stake i.e. 51% or more share in capital 

b. Those which are giving services to poor sections 

of society like those living below poverty line.  

c. Those which are governed and regulated by the 

Reserve Bank of India only.  

d. Only those banks are called public sector whose 

shares are traded in stock markets.  

e. Those in which government also owns some 

capital of the bank.  

7.   Keoladeo National Park is a famous bird 

sanctuary located at which place in Rajasthan? 

a. Jaisalmer   b. Udaipur   

c. Bharatpur   d. Ranthambore   

e. Mewat 

8.   Cheraw bamboo dance is popular traditional 

folk dance of which state? 

a. Odisha    b. Jharkhand   

c. Arunachal   d. Mizoram   

e. Nagaland 

9.   China successfully sent its three astronauts to 

the country’s space station on June 17.  What is 

its name? 

a.  Shenzhou-12  b. Tianhe  

c. Tiangong   d. Beidou   

e. Zhurong 

10.   Which global agency approved a $484 million 

loan for development of Chennai–Kanyakumari 

Industrial Corridor in Tamil Nadu? 

a.  JICA    b. AIIB   

c. IBRD    d. ADB  e. NDB 
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11.   The Central Government approved the Deep 
Ocean Mission on June 16 with allocation of Rs. 
4,077 crore for its implementation. Which 
union ministry is responsible for its 
implementation? 
a.  Science and Technology   
b. Commerce and Industry  
c. Environment, Forest and Climate Change  
d. Earth Sciences         
e.  Jal Shakti 

12.   Government has decided to convert 41 
ordnance factories into _______ function oriented 
corporate entities: 
a. Four     b. Seven   
c. Eleven    d. Thirteen  
e. Seventeen  

13.  Which of the following is/are considered a 
policy rate(s) in the hands of the RBI? 
1. Repo rate   2. SLR   
3. Base Rate   
a. Only 1    b. Only 2 
c. Only 3    d. Only 1 and 2 
e. All 1, 2 and 3 

14.   Tower of Silence is associated with the last rites 
of deceased of which community? 
a. Dawoodi Bohras  b. Nirankaris   
c. Marwaris   d. Parsis  
e. Sindhees 

15.   Who has been named as the new Chairman of 
the tech giant Microsoft? 
a.  Sunder Pichai  b. Steve Ballmer  

 c. John Thompson  d. Satya Nadella   
e. None of these 

16.   The central government made the BIS 
hallmarking of gold mandatory from June 16.  
To begin with, the scheme will be launched in 
how many districts across the country? 
a.  57    b. 69   
c. 115    d. 176    
e. 256 

17.   Which IIT has developed a device dubbed ‘Jivan 
Vayu’ as a substitute for Continuous Positive 
Airway Pressure (CPAP) machine? 
a. IIT Delhi   b. IIT Bombay  
c. IIT Madras   d. IIT Ropar  
e. IIT Kharagpur 

18.   The World Giving Index 2021 released by the 
UK based Charities Aid Foundation ranked 
India as the _______most generous country in the 
world: 
a.  14th     b. 23rd    
c. 37th     d. 59th    
e. 84th 

19.   Which state secured the first position in the 
Anemia Mukt Bharat Index 2020-21 released 
by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare?   
a. Kerala    b. Maharashtra    

c. Gujarat    d. Madhya Pradesh  
 e. Odisha 
20.   An increase in CRR by the Reserve Bank of India 

results in: 
a. Decrease in debt of the government  
b. Reduction in liquidity in the economy 
c. Attracting more FDI in the country  
d. More flow of credit to desired sectors 
e. None of these 

21.   Which of the following was the first 
multipurpose river valley project of 
independent India? 
a. Bhakra-Nangal Hydel Project   
b. Hirakud Dam 
c. Damodar Valley Corporation  
d. Tehri Dam 
e. Nagarjuna Sagar Dam 

22.   Jewellers with annual turnover up to Rs. ______ 
lakh will be exempted from the mandatory 
hallmarking of gold: 
a. Twenty    b. Thirty    
c. Forty    d. Seventy   
e. One crore 

23.   Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 
Thawarchand Gehlot launched the SAGE portal 
on June 4 with a view to help which category of 
persons? 
a. Disabled persons   
b. Visually impaired persons  
c. Riot victims   
d. Elderly persons   
e. Children orphaned under Covid-19 

24.   The G-7 finance ministers in their meeting in 
London agreed in principle to impose a global 
minimum tax rate of _______ per cent for 
multinational companies in each country they 
operate in: 
a. 10     b. 12   
c. 15     d. 17   
e. 20 

25.   Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
released the third Performance Grading Index 
(PGI) 2019-20 for States and Union Territories 
to assess improvement in which area? 
a. Students learning aptitude  

b. Improvement in infrastructure   

c. Teacher’s improvement 

d.  Improvement in school education   

e. Digitalisation of school education 

26.  In which state Raimona Sanctuary was notified 

as the sixth national park on the occasion of the 

World Environment Day on June 5? 

a. Jharkhand   b. Tripura   

c. Assam    d. Kerala   

e. Tamil Nadu 
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27.  ‘Trade Gap’ means:  

a. Gap between total imports and total exports  

b. Gap between total GDP and total consumption  

c. Gap between available liquidity and expected 

demand 

d. Gap between net import and export of goods  

e. Difference between amount of GDP and amount 

of total volume of trade       

28.   Rath Yatra is a very popular festival of India. Its 

originally associated with which state? 

a. West Bengal   

b. Jharkhand   

c. Chhattisgarh  

d. Odisha   

e. Madhya Pradesh 

29.   INS Sandhayak, the first of its class 

indigenously designed and built hydrographic 

survey ship of Indian Navy was in news recently 

for what reasons? 

a.  It caught fire off the coast of Visakhapatnam  

b. It was hit badly by the super cyclone Yaas 

c.  It collided with an oil tanker   

d. It was decommissioned    

e. It was commissioned to Indian Navy  

30.   India has been elected to the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC for the 

three-year term Jan. 2022- Dec. 2024.  It is 

based in which city? 

a. Geneva    b. Rome   

c. Brussels   d. New York   

e. Chicago 

31.   Abdulla Shahid, a senior diplomat from __________ 

has been elected as the President of 76th 

United Nations General Assembly: 

a. Maldives   b. Morocco  

c. Egypt    d. Saudi Arabia   

e. Ghana 

32.   Recently three indigenously-built advanced 
____________ ALH MK-III were inducted in the 
Indian Navy: 
a. Surveillance radars b. Patrol Vessels 

 c. Helicopters   d. Tugboats  
e. Hovercrafts 

33.   Which global organization approved a $ 500 
million program to help boost India’s MSME 
sector. 
a. World Bank   b. OECD   
c. AIIB    d. NDB (BRICS Bank)  
e. ADB 

34.  What does letter ‘A’ denote in the term LAF’? 
a. Adequacy    b. Addition   
c. Adjustment   d. Advance   

e. Accreditation  
35.   If you are planning a to make a trip to popular 

hill resort Ooty, which state you will have to 
visit? 
a. Karnataka   b. Kerala    
c. Tamil Nadu   d. Goa   
e. Maharashtra  

36.   Seven south Asian countries observed the 24th 
foundation Day of BIMSTEC on June 6. Its 
secretariat is located at which place? 
a.  Colombo   b. Dhaka   
c. Thimphu   d. Kathmandu  
e. Bangkok 

37.   The 31st edition of India-Thailand Coordinated 
Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) was held on June 9-
11 at which place? 
a.  Indian Ocean  b. Andaman Sea  
c. Bay of Bengal  d. Arabian Sea  
e. Laccadive Sea 

38.   ___________ has become the first country in the 
world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender: 
a. Peru    b. Chile   
c. Colombia   d. El Salvador  
e. Cuba 

39.   The International Criminal Police Organisation, 
known as Interpol, has launched a new 
groundbreaking global database named ‘I-
Familia’ for what purpose? 
a. To track international drug smugglers  
b. To nab cross border arms dealers   
c. To identify anti national militants  
d. To identify the missing individuals  
e. None of these 

40.   Which state initiated for the first time in India, 
the usage of e-ID cards equipped with Near 
Field Communication (NFC) technology for 
their officers/employees? 
a. Telangana   b. Punjab   
c. Karnataka   d. Maharashtra   
e. Meghalaya 

 
41.  Which of the following commissions is set up by 

the President of India to decide the distribution 
of tax revenues between the Central and State 
Governments? 
a. Central Law Commission 
b. Pays Commission for Government Employees 
c. Administrative Reform Commission  
d. Planning Commission 
e. Finance Commission 

42.   The Indian Council of Medical Research-ICMR is 
the apex body in India for the formulation, 
coordination and promotion of biomedical 
research.  It is based in which city? 
a. Bengaluru   b. Lucknow   
c. New Delhi   d. Mumbai   
e.  Jaipur 
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43.    As per the new RBI guidelines, now only _____ 
free transactions are allowed per month from 
own bank ATMs: 
a. Three    b. Five  
c. Seven     d. Ten  
e. No such limit 

44.  The UN Security Council has five permanent 
members. Which one of the following is NOT 
one of them? 
a. France    b. Germany   
c. Russia    d. United Kingdom  
e. USA 

45.   Nagaraj Naidu, the Indian Deputy Ambassador 
to the UN, has become the first Indian diplomat 
to be appointed as ____________ to the President of 
the UN General Assembly: 
a. Deputy    b. Secretary     
c. Chef de Cabinet  d. Advisor   
e. Vice President 

46.    Antonio Guterres has been approved a second 
term as the UN Secretary General by the UN 
Security Council. He is a former prime minister 
of which country?  
a.  France    b. Spain  
c. Portugal   d. Serbia   
e. South Africa 

47.   Which bank secured the top ranking in the 
Indian list of Forbes World’s Best Banks 2021? 
a.  ICICI Bank   b. HDFC Bank  
c. HSBC India   d. DBS Bank India   
e. Karur Vysya Bank 

48.   Ukhnaa Khurelsukh has been elected as the 
President of which Asian country? 
a.  Kazakhstan   b. Mongolia          
c. Turkmenistan  d. Kyrgyzstan  
e. Uzbekistan  

49.   Many times, we read about Future Trading in 
newspapers.  What is it? 
a. A trade between any two stock exchanges 
wherein it is decided to purchase the stocks of each 
other on a fixed price throughout the year 
b. It is an agreement between two parties to buy or 
sell an underlying asset in the future at a 
predetermined price 
c. It is an agreement between stock exchanges that 
they will not trade the stocks of each other under 
any circumstances in future or for a given period of 
time  
d. Only a and b   
e. All of the above 

50.   Which of the following country is not located on 
the Equator?  
a. Ecuador    
b. Colombia   
c. Brazil     
d. Argentina  
e. Uganda 

 

JUNE GK TEST - 02 
 
1.   The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration-2021 

to 2030 will be co-led by which two UN 
agencies? 
a.  FAO and WHO   b. WHO and UNFCCC 
c. UNEP and FAO   d. UNDP and FAO  
e. WHO and UNEP 

2.   Sunil Chhetri, Indian Football skipper, recently 
secured which rank in the list of world’s highest 
(active) international goal scorers? 
a. First     b. Second   
c. Third     d. Fourth   
e. Fifth 

3.   The scientists in ___________ have designed an 
'Artificial Sun' on Earth that has sustained a 
temperature of 120 million degrees Celsius: 
a.  Japan     b. China   
c. USA     d. Britain  
e. Russia 

4.   Sir Anerood Jugnauth, two times former 
President and four-time Prime Minister of 
__________ passed away on June 3 due to age 
related ailments: 
a. Maldives    b. Madagascar  
c. Mauritius    d. Seychelles   
e. Fiji Islands  

5.   The Labour and Employment Ministry 
constituted an expert group headed by Ajit 
Mishra to provide technical inputs and 
recommendations on _______________: 
a. Improvements in labour laws   
b. Fixation of minimum wages   
c. Improving working conditions in factories  
d. Fixation of minimum/maximum working hours  
e. Creating employment opportunities for those 
who lost employment due to Covid pandemic 

6.  Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is a specified 
minimum fraction of the total deposits of 
commercial banks which they have to deposit 
with RBI. Which of the following statement 
regarding CRR is true?  
a. It is maintained in terms of section 42 (1) of RBI 
Act 
b. It is mandated as per sub section 2A of section 
24 of Banking Regulation Act  
c. There is no minimum or maximum limit of CRR 
d. Both (a) and (b)   e. Both (a) and (c)     

7.   Santiago is the capital city of which country? 
a. Peru     b. Chile  
c. Argentina    d. Bolivia 
e. Uruguay 

8.   The Union Cabinet approved the draft of Model 
Tenancy Act (MTA) for adoption and enactment 
by States and Union Territories.  Which of the 
following is NOT true about MTA? 
a. It is applicable to urban properties   
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b. It will cover rural property also 
c.  It will cover housing properties  
d. It will cover industrial properties  
e. It is applicable to commercial properties 

9.  Which Indian state topped in securing highest 
FDI during 2020-21? 
a. Gujarat    b. Maharashtra   
c. Karnataka   d. Kerala   
e. Telangana 

10.   Who has been appointed as the Chairman of the 
National Human Rights Commission, NHRC? 
a. R Banumathi   b. Indu Malhotra   
c. Arun Kumar Mishra d. Deepak Gupta  
e. A M Sapre 

11.   Which Indian batswoman retained her top 
position in the recent ICC women’s T20 batting 
rankings? 
a. Shikha Pandey  b. Jhulan Goswami   
c. Mithali Raj   d. Shafali Verma  
e. Smriti Mandhana 

12.   Which state topped the recently released 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) India 
Index? 
a. Punjab    b. Kerala   
c. Sikkim    d. Himachal Pradesh  
e. Tamil Nadu 

13.   ADB approved a $2.5 million loan to support 
upgradation of major district roads in which 
state? 
a.  Meghalaya   b. Bihar   
c. West Bengal   d. Sikkim   
e. Telangana 

14.   Which country hosted a virtual meeting of 
foreign ministers of BRICS states on June 1? 
a. Brazil    b. Russia   
c. India     d. China    
e. South Africa 

15.  The meeting of health ministers from the Group 
of Seven G7 nations was hosted by Britain in 
which city?   
a. Manchester   b. London   
c. Oxford    d. Bristol   
e. Glasgow 

16.  Reverse Mortgage is a financial product which 
is primarily designed for  
a. Senior citizens   b. Colonisers 
c. Property dealers  d. Farmers  
e. Builders  

17.   What is the currency of Mexico? 
a. Euro    b. Peso 
c. Rand    d. Rouble 
e. Lira 

18.   Lt. Gen. Pradeep Chandran Nair has been 
appointed as the 21st Director General of which 
paramilitary force? 
a. Sashastra Seema Bal b. Assam Rifles  
c. BSF    d. ITBP  

e. CRPF 
19.   Which city topped the globally-recognised 

AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index for financial 
attractiveness? 
a. Dubai    b. Doha   
c. Sharjah    d. Manama  
e. Abu Dhabi 

20.   Bashar Al-Assad has been re-elected as the 
President of _________ after winning the election 
for the fourth time: 
a. Zordan    b. Yemen   
c. Syria    d. Lebanon   
e. Libya 

21.   What is the amount of corpus that will be 
created under the “PM-CARES for Children” 
scheme for every child who lost his parents to 
COVID-19? 
a. Rs. 2 lakh   b. Rs. 5 lakh   
c. Rs. 10 lakh   d. Rs.12 lakh   
e. Rs. 15 lakh 

22.   Pooja Rani won the gold in the Asian __________ 
Championships held in Dubai? 
a. Judo    b. Wrestling   
c. Go Karting   d. Boxing   
e. Chess 

23.   The Department of Higher Education under the 
Ministry of Education, has launched a new 
initiative called ‘YUVA-, for what purpose? 
a. To train young entrepreneurs   
b. To groom youth leaders  
c. For mentoring young authors 
d.  For mentoring young teachers   
e. To provide higher education young scholars 

24.  Which of the following benefits are available to 
credit card customers? 
a. They need not carry cash or cheque and can use 
the card in many approved outlets for purchases. 
b. Interest-free credit between 15 days to 51 days 
is available.  
c. Cash can be drawn from the bank 
branches/ATMs up to a specified limit 
d. It is convenient and hassle-free 
e. All of these 

25.   Who is the present Chief Minister of Sikkim? 
a. Sarbananda Sonowal  
b. Himanta Biswa Sarma 
c. Tarun Gogoi   d. P S Tamang 
e. N Biren Singh 

26.  What was the name of the NATO military 
exercises conducted across the Atlantic, 
through Europe and into the Black Sea region? 
a.  Sea Hawks    
b. Steadfast Defender 21    
c.  Tornado -21    
d. Defender arrows                         
e. Striking Warriors 
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27.  On which bank RBI recently imposed a 

monetary penalty of Rs 10 crore for violation of 

provisions under various sections of the 

Banking Regulation Act? 

a. Yes Bank   b. HDFC Bank  

c. Federal Bank  d. Canara bank  

e. Axis Bank 

28.   Who has become the world's fastest woman to 

scale Mount Everest? 

a. Tsang Yin-hung   b. Bena Thang  

c. Phunjo Jhangmu Lama  

d. Tenzin Choney  e. Dawa Yangzum 

29.   Which Indian company launched “World’s 1st 

Nano Urea Liquid”, to provide nitrogen to 

plants as an alternative to the conventional 

urea? 

a. Kribhco    b. FCI  

c. IFFCO    d. NFL    

e. SPIC   

30.  NCPCR has devised an online tracking portal 

“Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care)” for children in need 

of care and protection, all over India. The letter 

‘P’ stands for what? 

a. Provisional   b. Personal   

c. Prevention   d. Protection   

e. Public 

31.  Which of the following is/are NOT true of the 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana?  

1. The account holders are not required to 

maintain any minimum balance in their accounts 

2. Every account holder gets a RuPay Debit Card 
free of charge to facilitate transactions 
3.  Account holders get a free accident insurance 

cover of Rs. 2 lakh 

4. The government contributes Rs. 1000 initially 
towards every account to ensure that it has at least 
some balance 
a. 2, 3    b. Only 4 

c. All are correct  d. 1, 4   
e. None of these  

32.   What is the minimum amount of fixed pension 
that eligible farmers get per month on attaining 
the age of 60 under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Pension Yojana?  
a. Rs 2,000   b. Rs 3,000 

c. Rs 2,500   d. Rs 1,500 
e. Rs 1,000 

33.   As per the official GDP data released by the 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation on May 31, the Indian economy 
contracted by ________ percent in Financial Year 
2020-21: 

a.  5.7    b. 7.3   

c. 8.5    d. 9.3        

e. 10.2 

34.  Barbora Krejcikova, winner of this year’s 

women’s singles title at the French Open Grand 

Slam, hails from which country? 

a. Romania   b. Serbia   

c. Croatia    d. Czech Republic   

e. Belarus 

35.   Among public sector banks, which bank 

emerged as the top performer in terms of both 

loan and deposit growth during the financial 

year 2020-21? 

a. Bank of Maharashtra  

b. Punjab & Sind Bank  

c. Bank of Baroda  d. Canara Bank   

e. Indian Bank 

36.    What is the title of the recent collection of short 

stories by Ruskin Bond? 

a. Children of the Valley  

b. All Time Favourites (for Children)  

c. Laughing Buddha and Other Stories   

d. The Sleepless Nights  

e. New Stories from the Old Valley 

37.   The Ministry of Women and Child Development 

in collaboration with the Ministry of External 

Affairs plans to set up 10 OSCs across nine 

countries.  What is the full form of OSC? 

a. Overseas Service Centre  

b. Office for Social Care   

c. One Stop Center   

d. One Stop Consulate   

e. Overseas Social Council  

38.   As per the Third Advance Estimates of Principal 

Crops for 2020-21 released by the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, India’s 

foodgrain production is likely to be over _______ 

million tons for the year 2020-21. 

a. 250    b. 300   

c. 350    d. 400   

e. 450 

39.   Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is an Ethiopian 

politician, academician, public-health authority 

and current Director-General of _________? 

a. WTO    b. ADB 

c. WHO    d. IMF 

e. NDB 

40.   Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, the 1985-batch IPS 

officer of Maharashtra cadre, has been 

appointed as the next Director of ________ : 
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a. CRPF    b. BSF   

c. CBI    d. RAW   

e. ITBP  

41.   Cyclone Yaas, a ‘very severe’ cyclone, 

devastated the beach towns in which two 

states?  

a. Andhra and Odisha   

b. West Bengal and Odisha  

c. Andhra and Tamil Nadu  

d. Kerala and Karnataka  

e. Maharashtra and Gujarat 

42.   India attracted the highest ever total FDI of $ 

81.72 billion during the financial year 2020-21. 

The highest amount of investment came from 

which country? 

a. Japan    b. Mauritius   

c. Singapore   d. USA   

e. Maldives  

43.   Gahirmatha is the world's most important 

nesting beach for Olive Ridley sea turtles. It is 

located in which state? 

a. Tamil Nadu   b. Andhra Pradesh   

c. Kerala     d. Odisha   

e. West Bengal  

44.   Narinder Batra has been re-elected as the 

President of International ___________ Federation: 

a. Kabaddi   b. Wrestling  

c. Judo    d. Hockey   

e. Badminton 

45.   David Diop, winner of this year’s International 

Booker Prize, writes in which language? 

a. Spanish    b. German    

c. French    d. Italian   

e. Portuguese 

46.  The advantage of universal banking is 

a. Bank can cross-sell its products 

b. Bank earns both fee-based and non-fee-based 

income 

c. Saves valuable time/travel to the customer 

d. Delivery of variety of products to the customer 

e. All of these 

47.  The Confederation of Indian Industry is a 

business association in India. Where are the 

headquarters of CII? 

a. Hyderabad   b. Mumbai 

c. New Delhi   d. Kolkata 

e. Chennai  

48.   Who topped the Forbes list of the world's 10 

highest-earning athletes for 2020? 

a. Lewis Hamilton  b. Conor McGregor   

c. Lionel Messi   d. Cristiano Ronaldo   

e. Roger Federer 

49.   Which Bank launched its fully digitised, end-to-

end, Loan Processing System (LPS) for its MSME 

and Agri borrowers? 

a. ICICI Bank   b. IDBI Bank   

c. Axis Bank   d. HDFC Bank  

e. State Bank of India 

50.    The Shergaon Biodiversity Management 

Committee (BMC) won the ‘Best BMC in India’ 

award. It is in which state? 

a. Meghalaya   b. Sikkim   

c. Kerala    d. Arunachal Pradesh  

e. Manipur 
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BPS PO - PRE EXAM  
   (MODEL TEST PAPER)  

 
 

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 
 
Directions (1-5): What will come in place of 
question mark (?) in the following questions? 

1)  92 x 576 ÷ (2 1296 ) = (?)3 + 49 

(a.) 3   (b.) (9)2  
 (c.) 9   (d.) 27   

(e.) None of these 
 

2)  1/6 of 92% of 1
23

1
of (650) = 85 + ? 

(a.) 18   (b.) 21  
 (c.) 19   (d.) 28   

(e.) None of these 
 
3)  (15 x 0.40)4 ÷ (1080 ÷30)4 x (27x 8)4 = (3 x 

2)?+5 
(a.) 8   (b.) 3  

 (c.) 12   (d.) 16   
(e.) None of these 

 

4)  3
( )

12

5
1

10

?

6

5
1

2

1
2

4

1
2

+=−+  

(a.) 25   (b.) 5  
 (c.) 625   (d.) 15  
 (e.) 5 
5)  (8 X 8)1/2 +(9)1/2 = (?)3 + 8 – 340 

(a.) 7   (b.) 19   
(c.) 18   (d.) 9   
(e.) None of these 

 
Directions (Q. 6- 10): What approximate value will 
come in place of ? in the following questions? 
 
6)  – (4.99)3 + (29.98)2 – (3.01)4 = ? 

(a.) 550   (b.) 590  
 (c.) 620   (d.) 650   

(e.) 690 
 

7)  466.97 – 3245.01 + 1122.99 = ? + 2309.99  

(a.) –8965  (b.) –2965  

(c.)  –7965  (d.) –3965  

(e.) –965 

8)  5998 ÷ 9.98 + 670.99 – 139.99 = ? 

(a.) 1080  (b.) 1280  
(c.) 1180  (d.) 1130 

 (e.) 1230 
 
9)  67.99% of 1401 – 13.99% of 1299 = ? 

(a.) 700   (b.) 720   
(c.) 770   (d.) 800   
(e.) 740   

 

10)  ?
899

41

39

399

9

24
2

=







 

(a.) 1600  (b.) 1650 
 (c.) 1700  (d.) 1550  

(e.) 1750 
 
Directions (11– 15): Find the number that will come 
in place of question mark (?) in the following 
number series: 
 
11)  3   7    15    27    63    127     255 

a) 7   b) 15  
c) 27   d) 63  
e) 127 

 
12)   19    26    33     46     59      74      91 

a) 26   b) 33  
c) 46   d) 59  
e) 74 

 
13)  445    221    109      46      25      11    4 

a) 221       b) 109   
c) 46   d) 25  
e) 11 

 
14)  3   7   15   39    63    127     255     511 

a) 7   b) 15  
c) 39         d) 63  
e) 127 
 

15)  1   3   10   21     64        129      356      777 
a) 10   b) 21  
c) 64   d) 129  
e) 356 

Directions (16-20): In the following questions two 
equations numbered I and II are given. You have to 
solve both the equation and  



 GYANM GENERAL AWARENESS – AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                                                                    70 

Give answer if  
a) x > y  
b) x  y  
c) x < y  
d) x  y  
e) x = y or the relationship can’t be determined  
    
16)  I. (x7/5 ÷ 9) = 169 ÷ x3/5   
  II. y1/4 X  y1/4 X  7 = 273 ÷ y1/2 

(a.)  x > y   (b.)  x  y  
(c.) x < y   (d.)  x  y  
(e.)  x = y or the relationship can’t be 
determined  

 

17)  I. 3
35

6

)11()2(
x=

+    

  II. 4y3 = – (589 ÷ 4) + 5y3  
(a.) x > y   (b.)  x  y  
(c.) x < y   (d.)  x  y  
(e.)  x = y or the relationship can’t be 
determined  

 

18)  I. 1225 x + 4900  = 0    

 II. (81)1/4Y + (343) 1/3  = 0  
(a.)  x > y   (b.)  x  y  
(c.) x < y   (d.)  x  y  
(e.)  x = y or the relationship can’t be 
determined  

 
19)  I. 

222

812618

XXXX
=−+

    

  II. y2 + 9.68+ 5.64 = 16.95 
(a.) x > y   (b.) x  y  
(c.) x < y   (d.) x  y  
(e.) x = y or the relationship can’t be 
determined  

 
20)  I. 12x2 + 11x + 12 = 10x2 + 22x    
  II. 13y2 – 18y + 3 = 9y2 – 10y  

(a.) x > y   (b.) x  y  
(c.) x < y   (d.) x  y  
(e.) x = y or the relationship can’t be 
determined  

 
21)  The respective ratio between the present 

ages of Ram, Rohan and Raj is 3 : 4 : 5. If the 
average of their present ages is 28 years 
then what would be the sum of the ages of 
Ram and Rohan together after 5 years? 
(a.) 45 years  (b.) 55 years  
(c.) 52 years  (d.) 59 years  
(e.) None of these 

22)  Raman scored 456 marks in an exam and 
Sita got 54 percent marks in the same exam 
which is 24 marks less than Raman. If the 
minimum passing marks in the exam is 
34%, then how much more marks did 

Raman scored than the minimum passing 
marks?   
(a.)  184   (b.) 196  

 (c.) 190   (d.) 180   
(e.) None of these 

 

23)  The cost of five chairs and three tables is Rs. 
3,110/-. Cost of one chair is Rs. 210/- less 
than cost of one table. What is the cost of 
two tables and two chairs? 
(a.) Rs. 1,660/-  (b.) Rs. 1860/-  
(c.) Rs. 2,600/-   
(d.) Cannot be determined (e.) None of these 

 

24)  The total area of a circle and a rectangle is 
equal to 1166 sq. cm. The diameter of the 
circle is 28 cm. What is the sum of the 
circumference of the circle and the 
perimeter of the rectangle if the length of 
the rectangular is 25 cm? 
(a.) 186 cm   (b.) 182 cm  
(c.) 184 cm   
(d.) Cannot be determined    
(e.) None of these 

 
25)  A 320 meter long train moving with an 

average speed of 120 km/hr crosses a 
platform in 24 seconds. A man crosses the 
same platform in 4 minutes. What is the 
speed of man in meter/second? 
(a.) 2.4   (b.) 1.5   
(c.) 1.6   (d.) 2.0   
(e.) None of these 

 

26)  Smallest angle of a triangle is equal to two-
third the smallest angle of a quadrilateral. 
The ratio between the angles of the 
quadrilateral is 3 : 4 : 5 : 6. Largest angle of 
the triangle is twice its smallest angle. What 
is the sum of second largest angle of the 
triangle and largest angle of the 
quadrilateral? 
(a.) 160  (b.) 180  
(c.) 190  (d.) 170  
(e.) None of these 

 

27)  Seema purchased an item for Rs. 9,600/- 
and sold it for loss of 5 percent. From that 
money she purchased another item and sold 
it for gain of 5 percent. What is her overall 
gain/loss? 

 
(a.) Loss of Rs. 36/- (b.) Profit of Rs. 24/- 
(c.) Loss of Rs. 54/- (d.) Profit of Rs. 36/- 
(e.) None of these 

 

28)  The sum of 8 consecutive odd numbers is 
656. Also average of four consecutive even 
number is 87. What is the sum of the 
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smallest odd number and second largest 
even number? 
(a.) 165   (b.) 175   
(c.) 163   
(d.) Cannot be determined  
(e.) None of these 

 
29)  The simple interest accrued on a sum of 

certain principal is Rs. 7,200/- in six years 
at the rate of 12 p.c.p.a what would be the 
compound interest accrued on that 
principal at the rate of 5 p.c.p.a. in 2 years.  
(a.) Rs. 1020/-  (b.) Rs.1055/-  
(c.) Rs.1050/-  (d.) Rs.1025/-  
(e.) None of these 

 
30)  Sum of square of first number and cube of 

second number together is 568. Also square 
of the second number is 15 less than square 
of 8. What is the value of three-fifth of the 
first number? (Assuming both the numbers 
are positive)  
(a.) 18   (b.) 8   
(c.) 9   (d.) 16   
(e.)None of these 

 
Directions (31-35): Study the following table 
carefully to answer the questions that follow. 

AMOUNT EARNED (IN LACS) BY FIVE PERSONS IN 
SIX DIFFERENT YEARS 

Year  
Person 

A B C D E 

2005 2.24 4.33 5.64 3.73 1.69 

2006 1.44 3.34 6.93 5.52 5.52 

2007 4.63 2.79 7.52 5.68 4.28 

2008 6.65 6.63 5.83 6.74 6.83 

2009 5.34 4.50 5.94 8.42 5.53 

2010 7.38 5.36 7.84 9.45 9.94 

31)  Total amount earned by Person –A in the 
year 2006 and person C in the year 2010 
together was approximately what percent of 
the amount earned by Person – E in the year 
2009? 
(a.) 151   (b.) 155   
(c.) 168   (d.)174   
(e.) 162 

32)  What is the approximate percent increase in 
the amount earned by Person-D in the year 
2010 as compared to the previous year? 
(a.) 7   (b.) 21  
(c.) 18   (d.) 15   
(e.) 12 

33)  Whose earning increased consistently from 
the year 2005 to the year 2010? 
(a.) A   (b.) B   
(c.) C   (d.) D   

 (e.) E 

34)  What was the respective ratio between the 
amount earned by person – B in the year 
2007 and person – D in the year 2010?   
(a.) 32 : 107  (b.) 31 : 105  
(c.) 29 :107  (d.) 32 : 105  
(e.) None of these 

35)  What was the average of the earning of 
 person-B in the year 2006, C in the year 
 2008 and E in the year 2005 together? 

(a.) Rs. 3.62 lacs  (b.) Rs. 2.64 lacs  
(c.) Rs. 3.64 lacs  (d.) Rs. 10.86 lacs 
(e.) None of these 

 

REASONING ABILITY  
 
36)  Statements: Some tasks are hurdles. All 
 hurdles are jobs. Some jobs are works. 

Conclusion I: All works being hurdles is a 
 possibility. 

Conclusion II: At least some works are tasks. 
a) Either conclusion I or II is true 
b) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
c) Both conclusion I and II are true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Only conclusion II is true 

 
37)  Statements: Some tasks are hurdles. All 
 hurdles are jobs. Some jobs are works. 

Conclusion I: Some jobs are tasks. 
Conclusion II: All jobs are tasks. 
a) Either conclusion I or II is true 
b) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
c) Both conclusion I and II are true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Only conclusion II is true 

 
38)  Statements: Some problems are solutions. No 
 solution is a trick. All rules are tricks. 

Conclusion I: No rule is a solution. 
Conclusion II: Some problems are definitely 
not tricks. 
a) Either conclusion I or II is true 
b) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
c) Both conclusion I and II are true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Only conclusion II is true 

 
39)  Statements: All ministers are deans. Some 

deans are heads. Some heads are principals. 
Conclusion I: No principal is a minister. 
Conclusion II: All heads being ministers is a 
possibility. 
a) Either conclusion I or II is true 
b) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
c) Both conclusion I and II are true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Only conclusion II is true 
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40)  Statements: No queue is a line. Some queues 
are rows. 
Conclusion I: No row is a line. 
Conclusion II: All rows are lines. 
a) Either conclusion I or II is true 
b) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
c) Both conclusion I and II are true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Only conclusion II is true 

 
Directions (Q. 41 - 42): Study the following 
information and answer the given question. 
D is the father of A. D is married to P. P is the mother of 
J. P has only one daughter. J is married to U. U is the son 
of L. 
41)  How is J related to L? 

a) Daughter 
b) Granddaughter 
c) Cannot be determined 
d) Niece 
e) Daughter-in-law 

 
42)  How is A related to U? 

a) Cannot be determined 
b) Brother-in-law 
c) Brother  
d) Sister 
e) Sister-in-law 

 
Directions (Qs. 43-47): Study the given information 
carefully and answer the given question. 
 
Ten people are sitting in two parallel rows containing 
five people each, in such a way that there is equal 
distance between adjacent persons. In row 1-J, K, L, M 
and N are seated (not necessarily in the same order) 
and all of them are facing north. In row-2 R, S, T, U and V 
are seated (not necessarily in the same order) and all of 
them are facing south. Therefore in the given seating 
arrangement each member seated in a row faces 
another member of the other row. 
V sit one of the extreme ends of the line. Only two 
people sit between V and R. The one who faces R sits to 
the immediate left of L. Only one person sits between L 
and K. The one who faces K sits to the immediate left of 
S. N sits second to the right of J. Neither K nor L face U.   
 
43)  Who amongst the following is facing M? 

a) U   b) R 
c) T   d) V 
e) S 

 
44)  Four of the following five are alike in a 

certain way based on the given arrangement 
and hence form a group. 
a) NK   b) JL 
c) ML   d) RU 
e) ST 

45)  What is the position of U with respect to S? 
a) Third to the right b) Immediate left 
c) Second to the left d) Second to the right 
e) Immediate right 

 
46)  Which of the following statements is true 

regarding N? 
a) Only two persons sit between N and M. 
b) N sits at an extreme end of the row. 
c) N faces one of the immediate neighbours of 
R. 
d) None of the given statements is true. 
e) L sits to the immediate right of N. 

 
47)  Who amongst the following is facing T? 

a) N   b) M 
c) K   d) J 
e) L 

 
Directions (Qs. 48-52): In this question, relationship 
between different elements is shown in the 
statements. The statements are followed by 
conclusions. Study the conclusions based on the 
given statement and select the appropriate answer 
 
48)  Statements C>O=M<U<N<D 

Conclusions 
 I. O <D   Il. C > N 
a) Both conclusions I and II are true 
b) Only conclusion I is true 
c) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
d) Either conclusion I or II is true 
e) Only conclusions II is true 

49)  Statements P > L = A > C = E 
Conclusions 
 I. E < L   Il. P >C 
a) Either conclusion I or II is true 
b) Only conclusion II is true 
c) Both conclusions I and II are true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 

50)  Statements S > T < A = I; L > A 
Conclusions 
 I. L > T   Il. A > S 
a) Only conclusion II is true 
b) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
c) Only conclusion I is true 
d) Either Conclusion I or II is true 
e) Both conclusions I and II are true 

51)  Statements S > T < A = I; L > A 
Conclusion 
I. S > L   II. I < L 
a) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 
b) Only conclusion I is true 
c) Both Conclusions I and II are true 
d) Either Conclusion I or II is true 
e) Only conclusion II is true 
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52)  Statements N < U < M = B > E > R 
Conclusions 
I. N < R   II. E < U 
a) Either Conclusion I or II is true 
b) Both Conclusion I and II are true 
c) Only conclusion II is true 
d) Only conclusion I is true 
e) Neither conclusion I nor II is true 

 
Directions (Qs. 53-57): Study the given information 
carefully to answer the given question. 
 
In certain code language 
‘committee to review papers’ is written as ‘es fr re pt’ 
review meeting in morning’ is written as ‘ch ba mo fr’ 
‘meeting to appoint members’ is written as ‘re dv ch gi’ 
‘appoint chairman in review’ is written as ‘mo gi fr yu’ 
(All the codes are two letter codes only) 
 
53)  What is the code for ‘morning’ in the given 

code language? 
a) mo    b) yu 
c) ch 
d) other than those given as options 
e) ba 

 
54)  In the given code language, what does the 

code ‘pt’ stands for? 
a) appoint    
b) either ‘papers’ or ‘committee’ 
c) morning  d) review 
e) either ‘for’ or ‘members’ 

 
55)  What is the code for ‘review call’ in the given 

code language? 
a) dv lq   b) lg gi 
c) lq fr   d) gi es 
e) fr dv 

 
 
56)  What is the code for ‘to’ in the given code 

language? 
a) mo   b) fr 
c) gi   d) dv 
e) re 

 
57)  If ‘appoint new members’ is coded as ‘dv wz 

gi’ in the given code language, then what is 
the code for ‘new chairman meeting’? 
a) wz ch es  b) ch wz yu 
c) yu mo wz  d) fr es wz 
e) ch yu fr 

 
Directions (Qs. 58-62): Study the given information 
carefully to answer the given question. 
 

C, D, E, F, P, Q, R and S are sitting around a circular table 
facing the centre with equal distance between each 

other (but not necessarily in the same order). Each one 
of them is also related to D in some way or the other. P 
sits third to the right of E. D sits to the immediate left of 
E. Only one person sits between P and D’s son. R sits to 
the immediate right of D’s son. Only three people sit 
between D’s husband and R. Only one person sits 
between D’s husband and C. 
F sits to the immediate right of Q. D’s father sits second 
to the right of F. Only three people sit between D’s 
father and D’s brother. 
D’s daughter sits second to the right of S. D’s sister sits 
third to the right of D’s mother. 
 

58)  Which of the following statements is TRUE 
with respect to the given information? 
a) S is the brother of R. 
b) Only three people sit between Q and S. 
c) E sits third to the right of D’s daughter. 
d) All the given options are true 
e) R is an immediate neighbour of D. 

 
59)  Who among the following is the brother of 

D? 
a) Q   b) E 
c) F   d) C 
e) R 

 
60)  As per the given seating arrangement, Q : P 

in the same way as R: E. Then following the 
same pattern D: ? 
a) R   b) S 
c) Q   d) C 
e) F 

 
61)  Who sits to the immediate left of D’s son? 

a) D’s father  b) R 
c) Q   d) S 
e) D’s mother 

 
 
62) How is Q related to P? 

a) Sister  
b) Sister-in-law 
c) Niece 
d) Brother-in-law 
e) Aunt 

 
Directions (Qs. 63-65): Read the given information 
carefully and answer the given question. 
 

Each of the six buses R, S, T, U, V and W has different 
number of occupants. T has more number of 
participants than R and S but less than V. U has less 
number of occupants than only W. S does not have the 
lowest number of occupants. The bus having second 
lowest number of occupants has 20 occupants and the 
bus having second highest number of occupants has 64 
occupants. T has 21 less number of occupants than U. 
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63)  Which of the following buses has third 
lowest number of occupants? 
a) S   b) T 
c) R   d) U 
e) V 

 
64)  If the number of occupants of bus R is more 

than 7 and is an odd number which is 
divisible by 3 but not 5, how many 
occupants are there in bus R? 
a) 9   b) 21 
c) 15   d) 27 
e) 19 

 
65)  How many occupants does bus V possibly 

have? 
a) 43   b) 72 
c) 20   d) 36 
e) 56 

 
Directions (Qs. 66-70): Study the following 
information and answer the question. 
 
Seven people namely M, N, O, P, Q, R and S have an 
anniversary but not necessarily in the same order, in 
seven different months (of the same year) namely 
February, March, April, June, September, October and 
November. Each of them also likes a different flower 
namely Rose, Jasmine, Lily, Marigold, Daffodil, 
Sunflower and Orchid but not necessarily in the same 
order. 
 
R has an anniversary in the month which has more than 
30 days. Only one person has an anniversary between R 
and the one who likes Rose. Both S and O have an 
anniversary in one of the months after the one likes 
Rose. S has an anniversary immediately before O. The 
one who likes Lily has an anniversary in the month 
which has less than 30 days. Only three people have an 
anniversary between the one who likes Lily and the one 
who likes Orchid. Only two people have an anniversary 
between S and the one who likes Marigold. P has an 
anniversary immediately after the one who likes 
Marigold. Only two people have an anniversary between 
P and Q. M has an anniversary immediately before the 
one who likes Jasmine. O does not like Sunflower. 
 

66)  Which of the following represents the 
month in which S has an anniversary? 
a) Cannot be determined 
b) October  c) March 
d) April   e) September  

 

67)  Which of the following does O like? 
a) Rose    b) Jasmine  
c) Marigold  d) Daffodil 
e) Orchid 

 

68)  As per the given arrangement, Lily is related 
to April and Marigold is related to 
September following a certain pattern, 
which of the following is Orchid related to 
following the same pattern? 
a) February  b) June 
c) October  d) November 
e) March 

 

69)  Which of the following represents the 
people who have an anniversary in April 
and November respectively? 
a) N, M   b) Q, M 
c) Q, O   d) N, O 
e) N, S 

 

70)  How many people have an anniversary 
between the months in which Q and M have 
an anniversary? 
a) None    b) One  
c) Three   d) Two  
e) More than three 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
DIRECTIONS (Qs. 71-78): Read the following 
passage and answer the questions given below it. 
Certain words/phrases are given in bold to help you 
to locate them while answering some of the 
questions. 
 
We have inherited the tradition of secrecy about the 
budget from Britain where also the system has been 
strongly attacked by eminent economists and political 
scientists including Peter Jay. Sir Richard Clarke, who 
was the originating genius of nearly every important 
development in the British budgeting techniques during 
the last two decades, has spoken out about the abuse of 
budget secrecy: “The problems of long-term tax policy 
should surely be debated openly with the facts on the 
table. In my opinion, all governments should have just 
the same duty to publish their expenditure policy. 
Indeed, this obligation to publish taxation policy is 
really essential for the control of public expenditure in 
order to get realistic taxation implications.” Realising 
that democracy flourishes best on the principles of 
open government, more and more democracies are 
having an open public debate on budget proposals 
before introducing the appropriate Bill in the 
legislature. In the United States the budget is conveyed 
in a message by the President to the Congress, which 
comes well in advance of the date when the Bill is 
introduced in the Congress. In Finland the Parliament 
and the people are already discussing in June the 
tentative budget proposals which are to be introduced 
in the Finnish Parliament in September. Every budget 
contains a cartload of figures in black and white - but 
the dark figures represent the myriad lights and shades 
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of India’s life, the contrasting tones of poverty and 
wealth, and of bread so dear and flesh and blood so 
cheap, the deep tints of adventure and enterprise and 
man’s ageless struggle for a brighter morning. The 
Union budget should not be an annual scourge but a 
part of presentation of annual accounts of a partnership 
between the Government and the people. That 
partnership would work much better when the 
nonsensical secrecy is replaced by openness and public 
consultations, resulting in fair laws and the people’s 
acceptance of their moral duty to pay.  
 
71.  How do the British economists and political 

scientists react to budget secrecy? They are 
(a) in favour of having a mix of secrecy and 
openness. 
(b) indifferent to the budgeting techniques and 
taxation policies. 
(c) very critical about maintenance of budget 
secrecy. 
(d) advocates of not disclosing in advance the 
budget contents. 
(e) None of these 

 
72.  The author thinks that openness in budget 

is essential as it leads to 
(a) prevention of tax implications 
(b) people’s reluctance to accept their moral 
duties 
(c) exaggerated revelation of the strengths and 
weaknesses of economy 
(d) making our country on par with Finland 
(e) None of these 

 
73.  The author seems to be in favour of  

(a) maintaining secrecy of budget 
(b) judicious blend of secrecy and openness 
(c) transparency in budget proposals 
(d) replacement of public constitution by 
secrecy 
(e) None of these 

 
74.  The secrecy of the budget is maintained by 

all of the following countries except 
A. Finland   B. India 
C. United States 
(a) Only A   (b) Only B 
(c) Only C   (d) A and C 
(e) B and C 

 
75.  Which of the following statements is 

definitely TRUE in the context of the 
passage? 
(a) The British Government has been 
religiously maintaining budget secrecy. 
(b) Budget secrecy is likely to lead to corrupt 
practices. 

(c) Consulting unjustifiable taxes with public 
helps make them accept those taxes. 
(d) There should be no control on public 
expenditure in democratic condition. 
(e) None of these 

 
76.  Sir Richard Clarke seems to deserve the 

credit for 
(a) transformation in the British budgetary 
techniques. 
(b) maintenance of secrecy of the British 
budget. 
(c) detection of abuse of transparency in 
budget. 
(d) bringing down the tax load on British 
people. 
(e) None of these 

 
77.  From the contents of the passage, it can be 

inferred that the author is 
(a) authoritarian in his approach. 
(b) a democratic person. 
(c) unaware of India’s recent economic 
developments. 
(d) a conservative person. 
(e) None of these 

 
78.  For making the budget realistic, the 

Government should 
(a) refrain from making public the proposed 
provisions before finalisation. 
(b) discuss it secretly within themselves. 
(c) encourage the public to send in their 
suggestions. 
(d) consult the public, defend their own plans 
and accept public suggestions. 
(e) None of these 

 
DIRECTIONS (Qs. 79-80) : Choose the word which is 
most nearly the SAME in meaning to the word 
printed in bold as used in the passage.  
79.  SCOURGE 

(a) ritual   (b) presentation 
(c) whip   (d) compromise 
(e) remedy 

 
80.  MYRIAD 

(a) adequate  (b) functional 
(c) incompatible  (d) abundant 
(e) excellent 

 
DIRECTIONS (Qs. 81-82) : Choose the word which is 
most OPPOSITE in meaning to the word printed in 
bold as used in the passage. 
81.  FLOURISHES 

(a) disappears   (b) degenerates 
(c) vanishes   (d) blooms 
(e) opens 
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82.  DEBATED 
(a) questioned severely 
(b) opposed strongly 
(c) accepted unconditionally 
(d) discussed frankly 
(e) implemented forcibly 

 
DIRECTIONS (Qs. 83-87): Rearrange the following 
six sentences (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E) in the proper 
sequence to form a meaningful paragraph, then 
answer the questions given below them. 
 
A. The British government plans to insist that spouses 
should have to learn English before they are allowed 
into Britain to join their husbands or wives have run 
into a barrage of opposition and warnings that the idea 
could breach human rights laws. 
B. The responses to an official consultation on the 
proposal published on Thursday was more than two to 
one against the proposal, with many warning it could 
break up marriages because many cannot afford or 
access English lessons.  
C. Immigration lawyers have told ministers that spouses 
and fiancés should not be barred from joining a partner 
in the  U.K. for language reasons and that the plan could 
breach the human rights convention's guarantees to the 
right to marry and have a family life. 
D. The anonymised responses were 68 to 31 against the 
preen try English test for spouses. 
E. Other immigration organizations said the measure 
would discriminate against those from rural areas in 
South Asia, where the opportunities to learn English are 
limited. 
 

83.  Which of the following should be the FIRST 
sentence? 
(a) A    (b) B 
(c) C    (d) D 
(e) E 

 
84.  Which of the following should be the 

SECOND sentence? 
(a) A    (b) B 
(c) C    (d) D 
(e) E 

 
85.  Which of the following should be the THIRD 

sentence? 
(a) A    (b) B 
(c) C    (d) D 
(e) E 

 

86.  Which of the following should be the 
FOURTH sentence? 
(a) A    (b) B 
(c) C    (d) D 
(e) E 

 

87.  Which of the following should be the FIFTH 
(LAST) sentence? 
(a) A    (b) B 
(c) C    (d) D 
(e) E 

DIRECTIONS (Qs. 88-92) :In each of these questions, 
each sentence has four underlined words or phrases 
marked (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e). Choose one word or 
phrase that must be changed for the sentence to be 
correct. 
88.  It’s (a) imperative that a management student 

maintains (b) a grade point of (c) “B” in his (d) 
major field. No errors (e). 

 

89.  Regardless of (a) your teaching method, the 
objective of any conversation class should be 
(b) for the students to practice (c) speaking 
words. (d). No errors (e) 

 

90.  When they have been (a) frightened, (b) as for 
example, by (c) an electrical storm, dairy cows 
may refuse giving (d) milk. No errors (e) 

 

91.  If the ozone gases of the atmosphere did not 
filter out (a) the ultraviolet rays of the sun, life 
as (b) we know it (c) would not have evolved 
on earth (d). No errors (e)  

 

92.  The pleura that cover (a) the exterior (b) of the 
lungs (c) and the inner walls of the chest cavity 
is (d) a thin elastic membrane. No errors (e) 

 

DIRECTIONS (Qs. 93-100) : In the following passage 
there are blanks, each of which has been numbered. 
These numbers are printed below the passage and 
against each, five words are suggested, one of which 
fills the blank appropriately. Find out the 
appropriate word in each case.  
Fourteen centuries ago when the world was much 
younger, the ruler of all India, Rajah Balhait, was 
.....(93).... about his people. A new game of dice, called 
hard, had ...(94).... the imagination of his subjects, 
teaching them that chance alone-a roll of the dice 
guided the ....(95).... of men. All who played this game of 
fortune lost their ....(96).... in the virtues of courage, 
prudence, wisdom and hope. It bred a fatalism that was 
....(97).... the spirit of the kingdom. Raja Balhait 
commissioned Sissa, an intelligent courtier at his court 
to find an answer to this ...(98).... After much ...(99).... the 
clever Sissa invented another game. Chaturanga, the 
exact ...(100).... of hard, in which the four elements of 
the Indian army were the key pieces. In the game these 
pieces-chariots, horses, elephants and foot soldiers-
joined with a royal counselor to defend their king and 
defeat the enemy. 
93.  (a) concerned   (b) confident 

(c) ignorant   (d) indifferent 
(e) partisan 

94.  (a) propelled   (b) enshrined 
(c) captured   (d) activated 
(e) enhanced 
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95.  (a) communities  (b) ways 
(c) abnormalities  (d) destiny 
(e) groups 

 

96.  (a) bravado   (b) interest 
(c) peace   (d) wealth   (e) faith 

97.  (a) appalling   (b) crushing 
(c) moistening   (d) promoting 
(e) overwhelming 

  

98.  (a) apprehension  (b) risk 
(c) problem   (d) game 
(e) destiny 

 

99.  (a) deliberation   (b) absorption 
(c) insight   (d) hesitation 
(e) reluctance 

 

100.  (a) nature   (b) equivalent 
(c) picture   (d) opposite 
(e) replica 
 

ANSWER KEY 
 

Q. A. Q. A. Q. A. Q. A. Q. A. 

1 C 2 C 3 B 4 E 5 A 

6 E 7 D 8 D 9 C 10 A 

11 C 12 B 13 C 14 B 15 E 

16 D 17 A 18 A 19 E 20 B 

21 D 22 A 23 A 24 B 25 D 

26 B 27 B 28 C 29 D 30 C 

31 C 32 E 33 D 34 B 35 A 

36 D 37 D 38 C 39 E 40 B 

41 E 42 B 43 A 44 C 45 A 

46 A 47 E 48 B 49 C 50 C 

51 E 52 E 53 E 54 B 55 C 

56 E 57 B 58 B 59 C 60 C 

61 A 62 E 63 B 64 A 65 E 

66 B 67 D 68 D 69 D 70 C 

71 C 72 E 73 B 74 D 75 E 

76 A 77 B 78 D 79 C 80 D 

81 B 82 C 83 A 84 B 85 D 

86 C 87 E 88 C 89 C 90 D 

91 A 92 A 93 A 94 C 95 D 

96 B 97 B 98 C 99 A 100 D 
 

SOLUTIONS 
 

1) c) 92 x 576 ÷ 2 x 36 = x3 + 7 
736 – 7 = x3 
X3 = 729  So, x = 9 

2) c)  85650
23

24

100

92

6

1
−  

= 104 – 85 = 19 

3) b) 
5

4

6
1080

827304.015 +=






  x
 

364 = 6x+5 
x = 3 

4) e) 
 1012

5

6

5

2

1

4

1
1123

2x
=−−++−−+  

1012

10563
3

2x
=

−−+
+  

102

1
3

2x
=−   

102

5 2x
=  

x2 = 25 
So x = 5 

5) a) 340838 3 −+=+ x  

x3 = 343  So x = 7 
6) e) - 53 + 302 - 34 

= - 125 + 900 – 81 = 694 
7) d)  467 – 3245 + 1123 – 2310 = x 

8) d) 140670
10

5998
−+  

600 + 670 – 140 = 1130 
9) c)  68% of 1400 – 14% of 1300 

= 952 – 182 = 770 

10) a) 
41

899

39

399

81

576
  

= 7.1 x 10.2 x 21.9 
So, 1600 (approx) 

(11- 15):  
11) c) 3  2 + 1 = 7, 7  2 = 1 + 15, 15  2 + 1 = 31, 31  2 + 

1 = 63   (c) 27  
12) b)  19 + 7 = 26, 26 + 9 = 35, 35 + 11 = 46, 46 + 13 = 59 

    (b) 33  
 
13) c)  445 – 3  2 = 221, 221 – 3  2 = 109, 109 – 3 ÷ 2 = 53

    (c) 46 
14) c)  3  2 + 1 = 7, 7  2 + 1 = 15, 15  2 + 1 = 31  
     (c) 39 
15) e)  1  2 + 1 = 3, 3  3 + 1 = 10, 10  2 + 1 = 21, 21  3 + 

1 = 64, 64  2 + 1 = 129,  
 129  3 + 1 = 388   (e) 356 

16) d) 91695

3

5

7

= xx  39
7

273
==y  

x =  13 x 3 
 
  x  y 
  39  39 
          - 39 

So, x  y 

17) a) 
6

13633 =x  

4

5892 =y  

x > y 
18) a) 35x = - 70 

X = - 2 
3y = - 7 

y = 
3

7
−  

x > y 

19) e) 
xx

62
2
=  

3x2 = x 
x = 3, 0 
y2 = 16.95 – 9.68 – 5.64 
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y2 = 1.63 = 1.69 (approx) 
So, y =  1.3 
x y 
0 1.3 
3 -1.3 
C.B.D 

20) b): 2x2 – 11x + 12 = 0 4y2 – 8y + 3 = 0 
 
 - 8      - 3   - 6     - 2 

 
2

3

2

8
    

4

2

4

6
 

 
     x y 
   4 1.5 
   1.5 0.5 

x  y 
21) d) 3 : 4 : 5 → 28 x 3 = 84 
 21, 28, 35 

After 5 years, 26 + 33 = 59 yrs 
22) a) Rama = 456 

Sita = 54% 
54%  432 

1%  
54

432
 

800100
54

432
%100 =  

Pass %age = 34% of 800  = 272 
Raman = 184 marks more than pass marks 

23) a) 5C + 3T = 3110 
IC = T – 210 
So, 2T + 2CH = 1660 

24) b) r2 + L x B = 1166 
196  + L x B = 1166 
196  + 25 x B = 1166 
25 B = 550 
B = 22 

Now, )2225(214
7

22
2 ++  

= 88 + 94 = 182 

25) d) 
18

5
120

24

320
=

+ P
 

P = 480m 

Speed of man = sm /2
240

480
=  

26) b)   Sum 
3 : 4 : 5 : 6 → 360 
60, 80, 100, 120 

 
So, 60 + 120 = 180 

27) b)  C.P = 9600 
S.P = 9600 – 480 = 9120 
C.P = 9120 + 456 = 9576 
So, Loss = 9600 – 9576 
= 24 

28) c)  
75 77 79 81 83 85 87 89 
84 86 88 90     

So, 75 + 88 = 163 
29) d) 72%  7200 

1%  100 
100% 10,000 
So, C.I = 2(500) + 1(25) 
= 1025 

30) c) x2 + y3 = 568 
y2 = 64 – 15 
y2 = 49 
So, y = 7 

So, x = 343568−  

x = 225  x = 15 

31) c) 100
)2009(

)2010()2006(


+

E

CA  

100
53.5

84.744.1


+
=  

= 165% approx. 
32) e)  D (2010) → 9.45 

D (2009) → 8.42 
So, percentage increase =  

approx%12100
42.8

03.1
=   

33)  Observation from Graph  

34) b)  
45.9

79.2

)2010(

)2007(
=

D

B
 

35) a)  
3

)2005()2008()2006( ECB ++
 

62.3
3

69.183.534.3
=

++
=

 
36) (d) (i)   (ii) x 

 
 37) (d) (i)   (ii) x 

 
38) (c) (i)   (ii)  

  
39) (e) (i) x  (ii)  
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40) (b)  

  
 (i) x  (ii) x 
 
(41-42) 

  
(43-47): 

 

(48-52): 
48) (b): C ≥ O = M < U ≤ N < D 
 O < D    
 C > N X 
49) (c): P > L = A ≥ C = E 
 E ≤ L    
 P > C  
50) (c): S > T ≤ I = A ≤ L 
 L ≥ T     
 A > S X 
51) (e): S > T ≤ I = A ≤ L 

S > L X 
 I ≤ L  
52) (e): N ≤ U < M = B ≥ E > R 
 N ≤ R X 
 E ≤ U X 
(53-57): 

Committee to Review papers  es fr re pt 
 Review meeting in morning  ch ba mo fr 
 Meeting to appoint members  re dv ch gi 
 Appoint chairman in review  mo gi fr yu 
 Review – fr 
 Meeting – ch 
 Appoint – gi 
 Members – dv 
 Chairman - yu  
 in – mo 
 morning – ba 
 to – re 
 papers/committee – pt/es 
53) (e): Morning = ba 
54) (b): pt = either papers or committee 
55) (c): Review call = fr lq 
56) (e): to = re 
57) (b): new chairman meeting = ch wz yu 
 
(58-62): Family Tree 

  

  
(63-65): 

 
(66-70): 

Person Flower Month 

Q Lily February 

R Sunflower March 

N Marigold April 

P Rose June 

M Orchid September 

S Jasmine October 

O Daffodil November 
 

71. (c)  Eminent British economists and political scientists 
have strongly attacked the tradition of budget 
secrecy. 

72. (e)  It leads to the control of public expenditure in order 
to set realistic taxation implications. 

73. (b)  He has presented the example of both the open 
budget system and the secret budget system, 
practised by various countries and has looked into 
all their aspects. 

76. (a)  Sir Richard Clarke was the originating genius of 
nearly every important development in the British 
budgeting techniques during the last two decades. 

78. (d)  An open public debate on budget proposals should 
be held before introducing the appropriate bill. 

 

(Q.83-87): The required arrangement is ABDCE. 
A is the opening sentence as is clear from the given options. 
A is followed by B as ‘the proposal’ mentioned in B is referring 
to whatever has been talked in A. B is followed by D as D 
continues to talk about the response mentioned in B. 
Also note that B mentions a 2 : 1 response against the 
proposal which is also clear by the 68 : 31 mentioned in D. D is 
followed by C and C is followed by E. The ‘other immigration 
organizations’ mentioned in E clearly states that the previous 
sentence must have a statement from some other 
organization, which is the immigration lawyers as mentioned 
in C. 
 

88. (c)  ‘Of’ is unnecessary. The right use is grade point ‘B’. 
 89. (c)  There are two usage of practice-practice which is a 

noun and practise, which is verb. to + verb is the 
correct use so the right answer should be ‘to 
practise’. 

90. (d)  Replace "refuse giving" by "refuse to give"   
91. (a)  The last part of the sentence refers to the work 

completed in the past. In the format of, if and then, 
the tenses of two verbs in both parts should be same 
so it should have been ‘had not filtered out’. 

92. (a)  For singular subject the verb in the simple present 
tense is plural so ‘covers’ not ‘cover’.  
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Latest G.K.Bytes 
 

 
 

 
 

JUNE 2021 

1) UN General Assembly passed a resolution in 
2018 to observe the International Day of 
Parliamentarism on which date?  June 30 

2) Which international day is observed on June 30 
to mark the crashing of a huge asteroid in 
Tunguska in Siberia on this day in 1908? 
International Asteroid Day 

3) India celebrates National Statistics Day on June 
29 to mark the birth anniversary of which great 
mathematician?  Prof. P C Mahalanobis 

4) UN supports the celebration of International Day 
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking on 
which date? June 26 

5) Indian Naval Ships and aircrafts participated in a 
Passage Exercise with US Navy on June 23-24 in 
which region?  Indian Ocean 

6) What is the name of the nationwide awareness 
campaign launched on June 22 to create 
awareness on Corona vaccination in rural and 
remote areas of the country?  Jaan Hai To Jahan 
Hai 

7) India launched a trilateral partnership on June 
17 with which two countries for cooperation in 
Indo-Pacific region?  Italy and Japan 

8) The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 
functions under which union ministry?   
Ministry of Science and Technology 

9) The DBT recently launched its Mission 
Programme “Biotech- KISAN in which region of 
India?  North Eastern India 

10) What is the full form of acronym KISAN in 
Mission Programme “Biotech- KISAN”?  Krishi 
Innovation Science Application Network 

11) India lost the first-ever World Test Cricket 
Championship to New Zealand. It was played in 
which place?  Southampton, UK 

12) Nikol Pashinyan has been elected as the ________ 
of Armenia, a tiny country east of Turkey:  Prime 
Minister 

13) Dr. Tadang Minu, boxing expert from __________ 
became the first Indian woman to be appointed 
as a member of the Coaches Committee of the 
International Boxing Association (AIBA):  
Arunachal Pradesh 

14) The Ministry of Finance has allowed housing 
finance companies (HFCs) with asset size of over 
Rs. _____ crore to recover their dues by exercising 
their powers under the SARFAESI Act, 2002:  
100 

15) Which country surpassed Indonesia to become 
India’s biggest Crude Palm Oil exporter in 2020-
21?  Malaysia 

16) _________ has become the only Indian state to have 
all the three major kinds of crocodile species:  
Odisha 

17) Bharti Airtel joined hands with which IT 
company for implementing 5G networks 
solutions in India?  TCS - Tata Consultancy 
Services 

18) Laurel Hubbard, the weightlifter from _________ 
created history after being confirmed as the first 
transgender athlete to compete at an Olympic 
Games:  New Zealand 

19) Hockey India named midfielder _________ as 
captain of the 16-member Olympic-bound men’s 
hockey team: Manpreet Singh 

20) June ____ is observed as International Widows 
Day: 23 

21) World Olympic Day on June 23 commemorates 
which historical event? Foundation of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) on 
this day in 1894 in Paris 

22) Who is the author of the novel titled “The Secret 
Keeper of Jaipur”?  Alka Joshi 

23) What is the title of the recent novel by Amitav 
Ghosh?  The Nutmeg’s Curse 

24) “Languages of Truth” is a recent novel written by 
______ ? Salman Rushdie 

25) Name the Nobel laureate who authored the book 
“Home in the World”:  Dr. Amartya Sen 

26) As per the World Investment Report 2021 by the 
UNCTAD released on June 21, which country 
received the highest amount of FDI in 2020?  
USA 

27) India received $64 billion in FDI in 2020, making 
it ______ largest recipient of FDI in the world:  
Fifth 

28) The Ease of Living Index 2020, released by the 
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) on 
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June 16 named _________ as the most liveable city 
of India:  Bengaluru 

29) Foreign exchange reserves of the country 
crossed record high $ _______ billion mark on June 
4?  600 

30) Ships of the Indian Navy and which other 
country participated in a joint naval exercise on 
June 13 in the Indian Ocean?  Japan 

31) India launched a hydrogen task force jointly with 
which country?  USA  

32) Ebrahim Raisi, a former judiciary chief was 
elected as the new President of which country?  
Iran 

33) Government announced on May 29 a number of 
welfare measures under which scheme for 
children who lost their parents to COVID-19?  
PM-CARES for Children 

34) A corpus of Rs ____  lakh will be provided under 
PM-CARES for Children Scheme for each child 
orphaned due to COVID-19:  Ten 

35) Who became the lone Indian woman boxer to 
strike gold at the 2021 Asian Amateur Boxing 
Championships held in Dubai? Pooja Rani 

36) Which Ministry launched a new initiative called 
‘YUVA- Prime Minister’s Scheme for Mentoring 
Young Authors’?  Ministry of Education 

37) What is the full form of the acronym YUVA? 
Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors 

38) Which organization will be the implementing 
agency for the YUVA scheme?  National Book 
Trust 

39) What was the name of the multi nation military 
exercise hosted by NATO?  Steadfast Defender 
21 

40) Headquarters of NATO are located in which 
place?  Brussels, Belgium 

41) NATO is a multi-nation military alliance of how 
many countries?  30 

42) Which country announced on May 31 that 
married couples may have up to three children?  
China 

43) Tsang Yin-hung, a 45-year-old school teacher 
from ______ , became the fastest woman to 
conquer Mount Everest:  Hong Kong 

44) The record of the fastest male climber to conquer 
Mount Everest in 10 hours and 56 minutes, is 
held by which person?  Lakpa Gelu 

45) Which UN agency supports the celebration of the 
World Milk Day on June 01? FAO - Food and 
Agriculture Organization 

46) Food and Agriculture Organization is an UN 
agency based in ______ :  Rome 

47) Which international day is celebrated on June 1 
to commemorate the institution of family? The 
Global Day of Parents 

48) Which company launched on May 31 the 
“World’s 1st Nano Urea Liquid”? IFFCO 

49) What is the full form of IFFCO?  Indian Farmers 
Fertiliser Cooperative Limited 

50) Urea fertliser provides which nutrient to plants?  
Nitrogen 

51) The National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) launched which online tracking 
portal for children in need of care and 
protection?  Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care) 

52) The NCPCR functions under which union 
ministry?  Ministry of Women and Child 
Development 

53) Which union ministry releases the official data 
for the GDP statistics? Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 

54) In its worst recession since independence, the 
Indian economy contracted by _____ percent in FY 
2020-21: 7.3% 

55) T V Narendran, CEO & Managing Director, Tata 
Steel, has been elected as the President of which 
apex business body?  CII - Confederation of 
Indian Industry 

56) Sanjeet Kumar won gold in the 91 Kg category at 
the ASBC Asian Amateur ________ Championships:  
Boxing 

57) World Bicycle Day is observed on which day of 
June? 3rd 

58) Model Tenancy Act shall be applicable all over 
India in which areas?  Both urban and rural 

59) Arun Kumar Mishra, a retired Supreme Court 
Judge, has been appointed as the Chairman of 
which apex national body?  National Human 
Rights Commission 

60) Isaac Herzog has been elected as the 11th 
President of which country?  Israel 

61) What is the name of the parliament of Israel? 
Knesset 

62) Name the 17-year-old batswoman who retained 
her top position in the ICC women’s T20 batting 
rankings:  Shafali Verma 

63) Which apex national body released the third 
edition of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) India Index 2021?  NITI Aayog 

64) The SDG India Index 2021 has placed which state 
at the top?  Kerala 

65) The UNO has adopted how many Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)?  17 

66) All the member countries of UNO are expected to 
achieve the 17 SDGs by which time?  By 2030 

67) For which state ADB granted a $2.5 million 
project readiness financing loan to upgrade 
major district roads?  Sikkim 

68) Which city is the capital of Sikkim?  Gangtok 
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69) Which country hosted a virtual meeting of 
foreign ministers of BRICS states on June 1?  
India 

70) The meeting of health ministers from the Group 
of Seven nations – G7, was held in which British 
city on June3-4?  Oxford 

71) The RBI in its bimonthly monetary policy review 
meeting on June 4 kept the benchmark interest 
rates unchanged. What is the current CRR? 4% 

72) Lt. Gen. Pradeep Chandran Nair has been 
appointed the Director General of which 
paramilitary force? Assam Rifles 

73) Where are the headquarters of the Assam Rifles?  
Shillong, Meghalaya 

74) Manama topped the AIRINC Global 150 Cities 
Index for financial attractiveness for the third 
straight year. It is capital of which country? 
Bahrain 

75) Government launched the SAGE portal on June 4 
with a view to help ________ persons: Elderly 

76) What is the full form of SAGE? Senior care 
Ageing Growth Engine 

77) Name the two times former President and four-
time Prime Minister of Mauritius who passed 
away recently?  Sir Anerood Jugnauth 

78) The United Nations celebrates which day on June 
5 to raise awareness to protect nature? World 
Environment Day 

79) What is the theme selected for this year’s World 
Environment Day? Reimagine. Recreate. 
Restore 

80) Which country is the official host for this year’s 
World Environment Day?  Pakistan 

81) Who is the winner of this year’s International 
Booker Prize?  David Diop 

82) David Diop writes in which language?  French 

83) What is the English title of the award-winning 
novel of Diop?  At Night All Blood is Black 

84) The International Booker Prize is given by which 
organization?  Booker Prize Foundation, UK 

85) What is the cash prize given with the 
International Booker Prize?  £50,000 

86) Who translated Diop’s novel from French in to 
English?  Anna Moschovakis 

87) Who is to head the expert group set up to provide 
technical inputs and recommendations on 
fixation of minimum wages and national floor 
level for minimum wages?  Ajit Mishra, 
Director, Institute of Economic Growth 

88) What is the current minimum floor wage, which 
was fixed in 2017?  Rs. 176 a day 

89) The G-7 finance ministers in their meeting in 
London agreed in principle to impose a global 
minimum tax rate of _____ per cent for 
multinational companies in each country they 
operate in: 15 

90) The State of India’s Environment Report 2021 
placed India at which rank in performance in 17 
SDGs?  117th 

91) The third Performance Grading Index (PGI) 
2019-20 ranked the States and Union Territories 
on which issue?  School education 

92) In which state the Raimona Sanctuary, a forest 
reserve has been declared as a National Park?  
Assam 

93) What was the name of the Indian Navy’s first 
hydrographic survey ship that was 
decommissioned on June 4? INS Sandhyak 

94) India has been elected as one of the 54 members 
of which UN organ? UN Economic and Social 
Council 

95) Who has been elected as the President of 76th 
United Nations General Assembly?  Abdulla 
Shahid 

96) Abdulla Shahid is the Foreign Minister of which 
country?  Maldives 

97) Three indigenously-built advanced __________ 
ALH MK-III were inducted in the Indian Navy: 
Light helicopters 

98) ___________ approved a $ 500 million program to 
help boost India's MSME sector:  World Bank 

99) UNO has selected which day to observe the 
World Food Safety Day?  June 7 

100) Which international day is observed on June 8 to 
raise awareness about the importance of the 
oceans in our lives? World Oceans Day 

101) Red Bull’s Sergio Perez won the Azerbaijan 
Grand Prix F1 championship held in Baku. He 
hails from which country? Mexico 

102) Seven south Asian countries observed the 24th 
foundation Day of BIMSTEC on June 6. Where is 
the secretariate of Bimstec?  Dhaka, 
Bangladesh 

103) Out of India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Myanmar, which 
one is NOT a member of BIMSTEC?  Afghanistan 

104) The United Nations launched the UN Decade on 
________ -2021 to 2030: Ecosystem Restoration 

105) Which two UN agencies will lead the celebration 
of UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration? UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization, FAO 

106) Sunil Chhetri, Indian Football skipper became 
the ______ highest active international goal scorer 
with 74 goals:  Second 

107) Who holds the record for scoring the highest 
number of international goals in Football?  
Cristiano Ronaldo of Portugal, with 103 goals 

108) Scientists in which country have designed an 
'Artificial Sun' on Earth that has sustained a 
temperature of 120 million degrees Celsius?  
China 
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109) The core of the Sun burns at 15 million degrees 
Celsius by nuclear fusion of ________ nuclei into 
Helium: Hydrogen 

110) Which Indian university secured first position in 
world in research category in QS World’s 
International University rankings?  IISc, 
Bengaluru 

111) Which Indian institute/university secured 
highest rank in India in QS World’s International 
University rankings?  IIT Bombay, 177th  

112) Which university topped the in QS World’s 
International University rankings? 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 

113) The 31st edition of India-Thailand Coordinated 
Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) was held in which 
area?  Andaman Sea 

114) _______ has become the first country in the world 
to adopt bitcoin as legal tender:  El Salvador 

115) What is the official currency of El Salvador? US 
Dollar 

116) Which international organization released the 
Global Economic Prospects report on June 8?  
World Bank 

117) Who is the chief of the World Bank? David 
Malpass 

118) As per the Global Economic Prospects report, 
world economy is expected to grow by ____ % in 
2021? 5.6% 

119) Auckland, the most populous city in ________ 
topped the EIU Global Liveability Ranking:  New 
Zealand 

120) The International Criminal Police Organisation 
has launched a new groundbreaking global 
database named ‘I-Familia’ for what purpose?  
To identify the missing individuals through 
family DNA 

121) Where is the headquarter of Interpol? Lyon, 
France 

122) Which is the first Indian state to introduce e-IDs 
equipped with Near Field Communication (NFC) 
technology for their officers/employees?  
Punjab 

123) Which state has declared the Dehing Patkai 
Wildlife Sanctuary as a National Park?  Assam 

124) Antonio Guterres has been given second term as 
the UN Secretary General wef which date?  Jan 1, 
2022 

125) Antonio Guterres is a former prime minister of 
which country? Portugal 

126) Which bank has been ranked first by Forbes in 
their Indian list of World's Best Banks 2021?  
DBS Bank 

127) Which is the parent country of the DBS Bank?  
Singapore 

128) Ukhnaa Khurelsukh has been democratically 
elected as President of which country? Mongolia  

129) Recently how many new members were elected 
unopposed to the powerful UN Security Council 
as non-permanent members?  Five 

130) What is the duration of membership of new non-
permanent members of the security Council? 
Two years, 1-1-22 to 31-12 23 

131) Name the 26-year-old Indian wrestler who won 
the gold in 53kg at the Poland Open in Warsaw, 
Poland: Vinesh Phogat 

132) Nagaraj Naidu, the Indian Deputy Ambassador to 
the UN, has become the first Indian diplomat to 
be appointed as _________ to the President of the 
UN General Assembly:  Chef de Cabinet 

133) What Is The Theme Of This Year’s World Day 
Against Child Labour Observed On June 12?  Act 
Now: End Child Labour 

134) The leaders of the G7 countries held their 47th 
summit at which place?  Carbis Bay, Cornwall 
in the UK 

135) Which country holds the Presidency of the G7 
group for 2021?  United Kingdom 

136) What was the theme for this year’s G7 summit?  
Build Back Better 

137) The G7 leaders launched a new global _________ 
initiative “Build Back Better World” (B3W) to 
help developing nations:  Infrastructure 

138) As per new RBI guidelines, Bank customers can 
now do only _____ free transactions, including 
both, financial and non-financial, every month 
from their own bank ATMs:  Five 

139) For transactions from other bank ATMs, the new 
limit is ______ in metro centres and ______ in non-
metro centres:  Three;  Five 

140) What is the popular name for the French Open 
Grand Slam recently held in Paris?  Roland-
Garros 

141) Men's Singles title at the French Open Grand 
Slam was won by ______ :  Novak Djokovic of  
Serbia 

142) Barbora Krejcikova, winner of the Women's 
Singles title at French Open, hails from which 
country?  Czech Republic 

143) Naftali Bennett was sworn-in as the 13th Prime 
Minister of which country?  Israel 

144) What is the name of the Parliament of Israel?  
Knesset 

145) Which bank emerged as the top performer 
among public sector banks in terms of loan and 
deposit growth during 2020-21?  Bank of 
Maharashtra 

146) Which day of June has been selected for 
observing   World Blood Donor Day?  14th 

147) Which country will host this year’s World Blood 
Donor Day celebrations?  Italy 

148) World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is observed 
on which day of June?  15th  
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149) What is the theme for this year’s World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day?  Access to Justice 

150) Which Indian statesman virtually addressed the 
UN 'High-Level Dialogue on Desertification, Land 
Degradation & Drought' on June 14?  Sh. 
Narendra Modi 

151) Which country topped the World Giving Index 
2021 released by the UK based Charities Aid 
Foundation?  Indonesia 

152) India jumped 110 spots to be ranked _____ in the 
World Giving Index 2021:  14th  

153) Which international day is observed on June 15 
to raise awareness about the power of wind 
energy and how it is harnessed?  Global/World 
Wind Day 

154) Which state topped the Anemia Mukt Bharat 
Index 2020-21?  Madhya Pradesh 

155) Government of India launched the Anemia Mukt 
Bharat strategy under _______ Abhiyaan:  
POSHAN 

156) What is the full form of the acronym POSHAN? 
Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for 
Holistic Nourishment 

157) Anaemia is a condition in which the level of 
_______ is lower than normal?  Hemoglobin 

158) Which three new helicopters were inducted into 
Indian Coast Guard on June 12: ALH MK III   

159) UN supports celebration of World Day to Combat 
__________ and Drought on June 17 to raise 
awareness for a green earth and sustained use of 
land:  Desertification 

160) What is the theme for this year’s World Day to 
Combat Desertification and Drought?  
Restoration. Land. Recovery 

161) Taking a historic decision, the Union Cabinet 
approved a plan on June 16 to scrap which 245-
year-old apex defence organization? Ordnance 
Factory Board 

162) After scrapping Ordnance Factory Board, its 41 
factories will be converted into _______ function 
oriented corporate entities:  Seven 

163) India’s first ordnance factory was set up at which 
place in 1787?  Ishapore, near Kolkata 

164) What is the current name of India’s first 
ordnance factory?  Rifle Factory, Ishapore 

165) Microsoft appointed which India born person as 
the company's Chairman on June 16? Satya 
Nadella  

166) The headquarters of Microsoft are located in 
which city?  Redmond, near Seattle, USA 

167) Which national agency is responsible for 
hallmarking of gold in India? BIS – Bureau of 
Indian Standards, Delhi 

168) Jewellers with annual turnover upto ₹______ lakh 
are exempted from mandatory hallmarking:  40 

169) The central government made the BIS 
hallmarking of gold mandatory from _______ to 
ensure quality of gold:  June 16, 2021 

170) In a landmark development, the IIT , _______ has 
developed ‘Jivan Vayu’, a substitute for 
Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) 
machine: Ropar, Punjab 

171) Which union ministry operationalised the 
national Helpline 155260 and a Reporting 
Platform for preventing financial loss due to 
cyber frauds?  Ministry of Home Affairs 

172) Which country secured first rank in the Global 
Peace Index released on June 16?  Iceland 

173) ________  continues to be at the bottom at 163rd 
rank in the Global Peace Index:  Afghanistan 

174) India was placed at which rank in the Global 
Peace Index?  135th  

175) China successfully sent its three astronauts to 
the country’s space station named _________ on 
June 17:  Tiangong 

176) Name the spacecraft that transported three 
Chinese astronauts to its space station Tiangong?  
Shenzhou-12 

177) The World Competitiveness Index that covered 
64 major economies of the world, was topped by 
which country?  Switzerland 

178) The World Competitiveness Index placed India 
at which spot?  43rd  

179) Which international bank approved a $484 
million loan for the development of Chennai–
Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor?  Asian 
Development Bank 

180) The Central Government approved the Deep 
Ocean Mission with an outlay of Rs. 4,077 crore. 
Which union ministry will implement this 
mission?  Ministry of Earth Sciences 

181) Autistic Pride Day is observed on June 18 to raise 
awareness about which human disorder?  
Autism 

182) India participated in the maiden IN – EUNAVFOR 
(European Union Naval Force) Joint Naval 
Exercise held in _________ :  Gulf of Aden 

183) Apart from UN General Assembly, which two 
other UN agency actively support celebration of 
the Sustainable Gastronomy Day on June 18?  
UNESCO and FAO 

184) Milkha Singh, the “Flying Sikh” passed away on 
June 18.  He achieved his best timing of 45.6 
seconds in the 400 mts race in which event?  
1960 Rome Olympics 

185) For the first time since the adoption of the SDGs 
in 2015, the SDG Index has shown a decline. 
Which country displayed best performance in 
achievement of SDGs in 2020?  Finland 

186) India was placed pretty low at the ______ spot in 
the SDG Index:  120th  
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187) Which UN agency deals with the issue refugees 
around the world? UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees 

188) UN High Commissioner for Refugees is based in 
which city of Switzerland?  Geneva 

189) Most of the countries in the world celebrate 
Father’s Day on ______ Sunday of June:  Third 

190) June 21 is observed as the World Music Day.  It 
originated in 1981 in which country?  France 

191) World Hydrography Day on June 21 marks the 
founding of the International Hydrographic 
Bureau in 1921. It is based in which place? 
Monte Carlo, Monaco 

192) What is the theme for this year’s International 
Yoga Day?  Yoga at Home and Yoga with 
Family 

MAY 2021 

193) Which day of May has been selected to observe 
“No Tobacco Day”?  31st  

194) What is the theme of this year’s No Tobacco Day?  
Quit Tobacco to be a Winner 

195) Bashar Al-Assad has been re-elected as the 
President of ________ after winning the election 
for the fourth time:  Syria 

196) Which city is the capital of Syria?  Damuscus 

197) RBI imposed a penalty of Rs 10 crore on which 
bank on May 28 for violation of provisions of the 
Banking Regulation Act?  HDFC Bank 

198) The headquarters of HDFC Bank are located at 
which place?  Mumbai 

199) UNO celebrates which international Day on May 
29 to pay respects to persons involved in UN 
peacekeeping mission?  International Day of 
UN Peacekeepers 

200) Which global day is observed on May 29 to 
commemorate the first-time scaling of Mount 
Everest?  International Everest Day 

201) The Tibetans call the Mt Everest by which name?  
Chomo-Lungma  

202) In Nepal, the Mt Everest is known by which 
name? Sagarmatha 

203) Amnesty International Day is observed on May 
28.  Where are the headquarters of Amnesty 
International?  London 

204) The Ministry of Women and Child Development 
in collaboration with the Ministry of External 
Affairs plans to set up 10 OSCs across nine 
countries. What is OSC?  One Stop Centre 

205) The OSCs are set up under which apex national 
body?  National Mission for Empowerment of 
Women 

206) Guillermo Lasso has been sworn in as the 
President of which country?  Ecuador 

207) International Eni Award is conferred for 
showing outstanding excellence in which field?  
Energy Research 

208) Who has been honoured with this year’s 
International Eni Award 2020?  Bharat Ratna 
Professor C.N.R. Rao 

209) The International Eni Award is sponsored by 
which energy giant of Italy? Eni 

210) The WHO signed a MoU with which country to 
launch the First WHO Biohub Facility?  
Switzerland 

211) Robert Lewandowski won the European Golden 
Boot. He hails from which country?  Poland 

212) European Golden Boot is awarded to recognize 
which achievement?  For scoring highest 
number of goals in football league 

213) World Hunger Day is observed on which day of 
May?  28th 

214) The United Nation’s which number sustainable 
development goal- SDG is associated with 
achieving zero hunger?  Second 

215) Which day of May has been selected for 
observing World Menstrual Hygiene Day?  28th 

216) Achinta Sheuli is the national champion in the 
men’s 73-kilogram category in which sports?  
Weightlifting 

217) Achinta Sheuli secured the silver medal at the 
Junior World Weightlifting Championships 2021 
held at which place?   Tashkent, Uzbekistan 

218) Which Indian scientist has been honoured with 
the esteemed Rudolf V Schindler Award?  Dr D 
Nageshwar Reddy 

219) Which global organization confers the Rudolf V 
Schindler Award? American Society of 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

220) Phil Mickelson, American professional golfer, 
created history by winning the 2021 PGA 
Championship in which regard?  Being the 
oldest person to win this championship at 
age of 50 

221) Which Indian civil servant has been honoured 
with the President’s Award by International 
Hockey Federation for his contribution in 
promotion of hockey?  V Karthikeyan Pandian 

222) Who is the author of the recently published 
novel?  Paul Pickering  

223) “Sach Kahun Toh” (Truly Speaking) is the 
autobiography of which veteran Bollywood 
actress?  Neena Gupta 

224) Which Nobel laureate has authored the novel 
Klara and the Sun?  Kazuo Ishiguro 

225) All Time Favourites for Children   is a collection 
of short stories by which noted India author?  
Ruskin Bond 
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226) India recently added 5th generation Air-to-Air 
Missile (AAM) in its air-to-air weapons 
capability.  What is its name?  Python-5 

227) Python-5 air to air missile has been supplied by 
which country?  Israel 

228) Manoj Das, a prolific Indian author who wrote in 
_________ and English languages, passed away on 
April 27: Odia 

229) India has been placed at which position among 
104 nations in the Chandler Good Government 
Index 2021?  49th 

230) Which country topped the Chandler Good 
Government Index 2021? Finland 

231) Who has been appointed as the new Finance 
Secretary by the Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet?  T V Somanathan 

232) Amitabh Chaudhry has been re-appointed as the 
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of 
which bank?  Axis Bank 

233) China launched a robot prototype named ‘NEO-
01’, in the Earth’s low orbit for what purpose?  
To capture debris left behind by other 
spacecrafts 

234) Name the former Attorney General, veteran 
lawyer and Padma Vibhushan awardee who 
passed away on April 30:  Soli Sorabjee 

235) International Labour Day on May 01 
commemorates the happenings of May 4, 1886, 
the Haymarket massacre in _________ , USA?  
Chicago 

236) ____________ joined the Central Banks and 
Supervisors Network for Greening the Financial 
System (NGFS), Paris as a Member:  RBI 

237) __________, renowned TV journalist and news 
anchor passed away at a very young age of just 
41: Rohit Sardana 

238) Rohit Sardana was the host of the debate show 
‘Dangal’ on which popular news channel?  Aaj 
Tak 

239) NASA’s Perseverance rover successfully created, 
for the first time, _________ from the thin 
atmospheric carbon dioxide present on Mars:  
Mars 

240) May 2 is observed as the World ________ Day to 
raise awareness about which fish?  Tuna 

241) Pandit Debu Chaudhuri, renowned __________ 
maestro passed away following COVID-19 
related complications:  Sitar 

242) The Indian Navy launched “Operation Samudra 
Setu-II” in first week of May for what purpose?  
To urgently bring medical oxygen and other 
requirements from other countries 

243) Which country approved the proposed sale of six 
P-8I aircraft to Indian Navy?  USA 

244) P-81 is what type of military aircraft?  Maritime 
surveillance 

245) Which international day is celebrated on May 3 
to pay gratitude to journalists who bring us 
honest and real news?  World Press Freedom 
Day 

246) Which article of Indian Constitution assures 
freedom of press?  Article 19(1)(a) 

247) Which former Lt. Governor of Delhi, Goa and 
twice Governor of J&K passed away recently on 
May 3? Jagmohan 

248) Mark Selby of _________ won the World Snooker 
Championship for the fourth time:  Britain 

249) Who has been appointed as the Deputy Governor 
of the RBI for a period of three years?  T Rabi 
Sankar 

250) World Laughter Day is celebrated on which 
Sunday of May?  First 

251) International Firefighters’ Day is celebrated on 
which day of May?  Fourth 

252) Bengaluru based Shyamala Ganesh, a teacher of 
Japanese has been honoured with Order of 
Rising Sun by which country? Japan 

253) With which country India adopted an ambitious 
‘Roadmap 2030’ to elevate bilateral ties to a 
‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’? Britain 

254) World Asthma Day is observed on ________ 
Tuesday of May:  First 

255) May 05 is observed as ______ Hygiene Day with 
active support from WHO:  Hand 

256) The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has 
decided to institute the “__________  _____ Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Excellence in Cinema” to 
pay tributes to the legendary filmmaker: 
Satyajit Ray 

257) What is the cash award given with the “Satyajit 
Ray Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence 
in Cinema”?  Rs. Ten lakh 

258) Ajit Singh, former Union Minister, founder and 
current chief of ___________ passed away on May 6:   
Rashtriya Lok Dal 

259) Name the President of the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam party who has been sworn in as the 
new Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu? M K Stalin 

260) N Rengasamy, Chief of the NR Congress has been 
sworn in as the Chief Minister of __________:  
Puducherry 

261) Mount Sinabung, one of the most active 
volcanoes, erupted once again on May 7. It is in 
which country?  Indonesia 

262) Global rating agency S&P slashed India’s GDP 
growth rate to 9.8%. What is full form of S&P?  
Standard and Poor’s 

263) The top Oil and Gas PSUs of India have signed a 
MoU to develop which famous pilgrimage center 
in Uttarakhand?  Shri Badrinath Dham 

264) Which country successfully sent a new remote 
sensing satellite, Yaogan-34, into space?  China 
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265) The meeting of the foreign ministers of the 
Group of Seven countries - G-7 was held in which 
place?  London 

266) Kami Rita, the 51-year-old Sherpa guide from 
Nepal created which new record? Scaling Mt 
Everest 25 times 

267) World Red Cross Day is celebrated on May 8 to 
commemorate the birth day of its founder. Who 
was he?  Henri Dunant 

268) Where is the headquarter of Red Cross?  Geneva, 
Switzerland 

269) World Thalassemia Day is observed on May 08. 
It is associated with which ailment?  Blood 
disorder 

270) India and many other countries celebrate Happy 
Mother’s Day on __________ Sunday of May:  
Second 

271) Who has been declared Laureus Sportswoman of 
the Year?  Naomi Osaka 

272) Naomi Osaka is a noted player of which sports 
form?  Tennis 

273) Laureus Sportsman of the Year award has been 
won by:  Rafael Nadal 

274) Which sportsperson was awarded Laureus 
Lifetime Achievement Award?  Tennis legend 
Ms. Billie Jean King, USA 

275) The navies of India and Indonesia carried out a 
military drill 'Passage' exercise (PASSEX) on 
May 8 in which area? In the Southern Arabian 
Sea 

276) Himanta Biswa Sarma has been elected as the 
new chief minister of which state? Assam 

277) What is the theme of this year’s World Migratory 
Day observed on May 8 (second Sunday)? Sing, 
Fly, Soar – Like a Bird! 

278) The Drugs Controller General of India has given 
its approval for the emergency use of the anti-
COVID drug developed by DRDO. What is its 
name? 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG) 

279) The DRDO has collaborated with which drug 
firm to produce 2-deoxy-D-glucose drug?  Dr 
Reddy’s Laboratories, Hyderabad 

280) The Meeting of the European Council held on 
May 9 was hosted by which country?  Portugal 

281) How many countries are the member of 
European Union?  27 

282) Raghunath Mohapatra, eminent sculptor, 
architect, and Rajya Sabha member passed away 
recently.  He hailed from which state?  Odisha 

283) __________ became the first Indian state to have a 
real-time digital flood reporting system Flood 
Reporting and Information Management System 
(FRIMS): Assam 

284) National Technology Day is celebrated on May 
11 to commemorate the day on which India 

successfully test-fired its first _________ : Nuclear 
bomb in 1998 

285) The World Food Prize was started by which 
great Nobel laureate?  Dr. Norman Borlaug 

286) Dr. Norman Borlaug is remembered for his 
contribution in developing high yield disease 
resistant varieties of which crop?  Wheat 

287) International Nurses Day is observed on May 12 
to commemorate the birth day of which 
legendary nurse? Florence Nightingale 

288) What was the popular nick name of Florence 
Nightingale?  Lady with the lamp 

289) Jose J Kattoor has been appointed as the ________ 
of the Reserve Bank of India: Executive 
Director (ED) 

290) Who is the chairman of the board of directors of 
RBI?  Shaktikanta Das, Governor RBI 

291) According to the World Bank’s latest Migration 
and Development Brief, which country received 
highest amount of inward remittances in 2020?  
India 

292) From which country outflow of remittances was 
the highest in the year 2020?  USA 

293) The National Bamboo Mission launched an MIS 
based reporting platform for _________ 
production: Agarbatti stick 

294) What is the name of the China’s robotic rover 
that landed on Mars?  Zhurong 

295) Who has been re-appointed as Nepal's Prime 
Minister on May 14?  K P Sharma Oli 

296) Whitley Awards are given for recognizing 
outstanding contribution in which field?  
Nature’s conservation 

297) What is another popular name for the Whitley 
awards?  Green Oscar 

298) Which Indian is one of the seven winners of this 
year’s prestigious Whitley Award?  Y Nuklu 
Phom, Nagaland 

299) The central government launched a Rs 25,000 
crore-SWAMIH fund for what purpose? For 
funding housing projects facing acute 
financial crunch 

300) What is the full form of SWAMIH?  Special 
Window for Affordable and Mid-Income 
Housing 

301) Which company is responsible for managing the 
SWAMIH fund?  SBICap Ventures Ltd. 

302) Which union ministry is responsible for the 
administration of the SWAMIH Fund?   Ministry 
of Finance 

303) International Family Day is observed on which 
date?  May 15 

304) What is the theme of this year’s International 
Family Day?  Families and New Technologies 
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305) Which union minister has been honoured with 
the International Invincible Gold Medal?  Dr 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 

306) Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank is heading which 
union ministry? Ministry of Education 

307) Padma Bhushan Prof. M S Narasimhan passed 
away on May 16. He was an eminent ________ of 
India?  Mathematician 

308) Italian Open Tennis Tournament was held in 
which Italian city?  Rome 

309) Iga Swiatek, 2winner of the women’s singles title 
at the Italian Open, hails from which country?  
Poland 

310) Andrea Meza, winner of Miss Universe 2020 title 
is beauty queen of which country?  Mexico 

311) Who has been appointed as the Head Coach of 
Indian Cricket Team (Senior Women)?  Ramesh 
Powar 

312) Who secured the top spot-on Fortune 
magazine's list of the world's 50 greatest 
leaders?  Jacinda Ardern, PM of New Zealand 

313) Sir David Attenborough has been named as the 
“_________” of the UN Climate Change Conference: 
People’s Advocate 

314) The UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), is 
scheduled to be held in _______, Scotland in 
November 2021: Glasgow  

315) National Dengue Day is observed on which day 
of May month?  16th 

316) Dengue is transmitted by the infective bite of 
which mosquito? Aedes Aegypti 

317) May 17 is dedicated to promote public 
awareness about which common ailment and its 
prevention?  Hypertension 

318) Which group of Palestinian militants was 
engaged in a fierce battle with Israel in the mid 
of May?  Hamas 

319) Severe Cyclone Tauktae devastated large areas 
of which part of Indian coast?  Western coast 

320) Raghunandan Lal Bhatia, Congress stalwart, died 
of Covid in Amritsar.  He represented which Lok 
Sabha constituency six times?  Amritsar 

321) As per new RBI guidelines, how much money can 
be now withdrawn from online wallets through 
ATMs/PoS machines? Up to Rs. 2,000 per 
transaction, maximum 10,000 in a month   

322) Moctar Ouane has been re-appointed as the 
Prime Minister of Mali, a landlocked country in 
________ Africa:  Western 

323) Arjan ‘Singh’ Bhullar, winner of the ONE 
Heavyweight World Title at the top-level MMA 
(Mixed Martial Arts) Championship, Singapore, 
hails from which country?  Canada 

324) Penpa Tsering has been elected as the new 
________ of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile:  
President 

325) Jagannath Pahadia, the first Dalit Chief Minister 
of ________ , succumbed to death due to COVID-19 
at the age of 89 on May 19:  Rajasthan 

326) What is the theme of this year’s World Metrology 
Day observed on May 20?  Measurement for 
Health 

327) The World Bee Day is observed on which day of 
May? 20th 

328) Which state emerged at the top in establishing 
Health & Wellness Centres (HWCs) under the 
Ayushman Bharat Program?  Karnataka 

329) Which state stood first in implementation of the 
Smart City Mission?  Jharkhand 

330) Smart City Mission is the flagship project of 
which union ministry?  Ministry of Urban 
Development 

331) China successfully sent Haiyang-2D (HY-2D) 
satellite into orbit on May 19 for what purpose?  
Ocean monitoring 

332) The Indian Navy decommissioned on May 21 its 
first destroyer warship named __________ : INS 
Rajput 

333) Sunderlal Bahuguna, noted environmentalist 
passed away on May 21.  He was pioneer of 
which world-famous conservation movement? 
“Chipko Andolan” in 1974 in Uttarakhand to 
prevent felling of trees 

334) Reserve Bank decided to transfer over ____ 
billion rupees as surplus to Centre for nine 
months ended March 31, 2021:  99 

335) The one million Euro Millennium Technology 
Prize is given by the Technology Academy of 
which country?  Finland 

336) World’s largest ever reported iceberg has been 
sighted in which area? Weddell Sea in 
Southern Ocean 

337) Anti-Terrorism Day on May 21 marks the death 
anniversary of which great Indian leader? Rajiv 
Gandhi 

338) Which Bank launched its fully digitised, end-to-
end, Loan Processing System (LPS) for its MSME 
and Agri borrowers? IDBI Bank 

339) International Tea Day is observed across the 
world on which date? May 21 

340) The 2022 FIFA under-17 Women’s World Cup 
will be held in ________from October 11 to 30, 
2022:  India 

341) International Day for Biodiversity is observed on 
which day of May?  22nd 

342) Who is the winner of this year’s prestigious 
Templeton Prize? World-famous 
conservationist and environmentalist Jane 
Goodall of UK 

343) The Templeton Prize is given by which 
organization? John Templeton Foundation, 
Philadelphia, USA 
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344) What is the amount of cash award given in 
Templeton Prize?  $ 1.5 million 

345) Who topped the Forbes list of the world's 10 
highest-earning athletes, having made $180 
million in 2020?  Conor McGregor 

346) Conor McGregor is associated with which 
sports?  Mixed Martial Arts – MMA 

347) Conor McGregor is citizen of which nation?  
Ireland 

348) What is the theme of this year’s World Turtle 
Day?  Turtle Rocks! 

349) World famous sea turtle hatching site 
Gahirmatha beach is in which Indian state?  
Odisha 

350) The eruption of Mount Nyiragongo volcano sent 
about 5,000 people fleeing from the city of Goma 
in which country?  Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 

351) Max Verstappen of team Red Bull won the 
Formula One championship in Monaco Grand 
Prix.  He hails from which country?  
Netherlands 

352) Name the former Chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission and a veteran Nuclear Scientist who 
passed away recently: Dr. Srikumar Banerjee 

353) Who has been re-elected as the President of 
International Hockey Federation (FIH)?  
Narinder Batra 

354) International Hockey Federation (FIH) is based 
at which place? Lausanne (Switzerland)  

355) The Finance Ministry notified final rules for 
raising foreign investment limit to _____per cent 
(from 49% earlier) in the insurance sector:  74 

356) Which organization announced the launch of the 
'School of Hope and Empowerment' (S.H.E.) at 
the 2021 UNESCO World Conference on 
Education for Sustainable Development?  Tata 
Communications 

357) India observes National Endangered Species Day 
on ______ Friday of May: Third 

358) Which international body maintains the most 
comprehensive Red List of Threatened Species 
around the world?  International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Switzerland 

359) May 24 is devoted to raise awareness at global 
level about which ailment? Thyroid disorders 

360) ________ won the prestigious Etienne Glichitch 
Award given by the International Hockey 
Federation:  Hockey India 

361) Billboard 2021 Music Awards are the 
popularity-based music awards of which 
country? USA 

362) Who won the 10 Billboard 2021 Music Awards, 
including the iconic Top Artist Trophy?  The 
Weeknd 

363) Anatole Collinet Makosso has been appointed as 
the new ________ of Republic of Congo:  Prime 
Minister 

364) The Shergaon Biodiversity Management 
Committee (BMC) won the ‘Best BMC in India’ 
award.  It is in which state?  Arunachal Pradesh 

365) Which international day is observed every year 
in May on the first full moon day, also known as 
Buddha Jayanti, Buddha Purnima? Vesak Day 

366) Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, the 1985-batch IPS 
officer of Maharashtra cadre, has been 
appointed as the next Director of which apex 
organization?  CBI – Central Bureau of 
Investigation 

367) Cyclone Yaas, a ‘very severe’ cyclone devastated 
the beach towns in which two states? North 
Odisha and adjoining West Bengal 

368) Which union Ministry plans to set up a National 
Mission on the use of biomass in coal-based 
thermal power plants?  The Union Power 
Ministry 

369) From which country India received highest 
amount of FDI in 2020-21?  Singapore 

370) Which Indian state received the highest amount 
of FDI in 2020-21?  Gujarat 

APRIL 2021 

371) What was the name of the Indian and French 
Navy bilateral exercise held in the Arabian Sea 
from April 25 to 27? VARUNA 2021 

372) The Hyundai Archery World Cup was hosted by 
which country?  Guatemala 

373) Deepika Kumari and Atanu Das are the top India 
players of which sports?  Archery 

374) Name the renowned Hindustani classical 
vocalist from Banaras gharana who died on April 
25 due to COVID-19 complications: Pandit 
Rajan Mishra 

375) Which former Governor of Reserve Bank of India 
was regarded as the “Father of banking reforms 
in India”?  M Narasimham 

376) Malaria is caused through the bites of infected 
female ________ mosquitoes:  Anopheles 

377) Celebrations of the World Intellectual Property 
Day on April 26 are supported by which UN 
Agency? World Intellectual Property Office 
(WIPO), Geneva 

378) What is the title of the latest novel written by 
noted novelist Amitav Ghosh?  A Living 
Mountain 

379) ‘Whereabouts’ is the title of the latest novel 
written by ?  Jhumpa Lahiri 

380) Who is the author of the popular novel titled 
“The Hard Crowd”?  Rachel Kushner 

381) Which UN agency supports the celebration of the 
World Day for Safety and Health at Work on 
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April 28? International Labour Organization 
(ILO) 

382) The Ayushman Bharat Diwas observed on April 
30 is associated with which national health 
scheme?  Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(PMJAY) 

383) Which picture won the Oscar for the Best Picture 
for 2020?  Nomadland 

384) Ms. Chloé Zhao of USA won the Oscar for the best 
director for which movie?  Nomadland 

385) Who won the Oscar for the Best Actor in a 
leading role?  Anthony Hopkins for The Father 

386) The RBI has capped the tenure of MD & CEO of 
commercial banks to a maximum of _____ 
years:  15 

387) The Asian Development Bank has projected 
Indian economy to grow at _____ per cent in the 
current financial year:  11 

388) China has named its first-ever Mars rover as 
________  after an ancient fire god: Zhurong 

389) What is the official name of the China’s space 
agency?  China National Space Administration 

390) The submarine ‘KRI Nanggala (402)’, that went 
missing on 21 April, 2021, killing all the 53 
mariners on board, belonged to which 
country?  Indonesia 

391) Which leading Indian digital financial services 
provider launched on April 26 India’s first video-
based wealth community?  Paytm 

392) Some leading not-for -profit environmental and 
social organisations came together to form the 
Blue Nature Alliance for what purpose? To 
protect the oceans from environmental 
threats 

393) India and the US held a two-day naval PASSEX 
exercise on March 28-29 in which place? Bay of 
Bengal 

394) Mahinder Giri, range officer of Rajaji Tiger 
Reserve was selected recently for which 
international award? International Ranger 
Award 

395) Which country topped the medal tally in the ISSF 
World Cup at Delhi? India 

396) Which country successfully test-fired a nuclear-
capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile 
Shaheen-1A on March 26? Pakistan 

397) 'World's First Mobile Water from Air Kiosk and 
Water Knowledge Centre' has been set up in 
which Indian city?  Visakhapatnam 

398) Who has been elected as the new chairperson of 
the Standing Conference of Public Enterprises 
(SCOPE)?  Ms. Soma Mondal 

399) Soma Mondal is the chairperson of which public 
sector organization? Steel Authority of India 
Limited (SAIL) 

400) Ministry of Road, Transport and Highways has 
proposed up to _____ percent tax concession on 
the purchase of new vehicles on submission of 
scrappage certificate:  25 

401) RBI has made use of AFA mandatory for all 
recurring payments through cards or UPI, wef 
April1, 2021. What is AFA? Additional Factor of 
Authentication 

402) Who is the director of the film ‘Thappad’, winner 
of Filmfare Award for the Best Film? Anubhav 
Sinha 

403) Who won the Filmfare Award for the Best Actor 
in lead role?  Irrfan Khan for Angrezi Medium 

404) Om Raut won the Filmfare Award for the Best 
Director for which film?  Tanhaji: The Unsung 
Warrior 

405) Taapsee Pannu won the Filmfare Award for the 
Best Actress in lead role for which film?  
Thappad 

406) The International Day of Drug Checking is 
observed every year on which day of March?  
31st  

407) Lewis Hamilton of Britain won the season-
opening Bahrain Grand Prix F1 championship on 
March 28 for which team?  Team Mercedes 

408)  What is the cash award given in the national 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award?  Rs. 10 lakh 

409) Who won the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award for 2019? Superstar Rajnikant 

410) What is the real name of Rajnikant?  Shivaji Rao 
Gaekwad 

411) Which country fared best in the gender parity as 
per the WEF’s Global Gender Gap Report 2021?  
Iceland 

412) What was India’s rank in the Global Gender Gap 
Report 2021?  140th  

413) Where are the headquarters of the World 
Economic Forum? Cologny, Switzerland  

414) What was the name of the 11th edition of Indo-
US joint special forces exercise held at Special 
Forces training school, Bakloh?  Vajra Prahar 
2021 

415) Special Forces Training School located at Bakloh 
is in which state?  Himachal Pradesh 

416) Saraswati Samman is bestowed for outstanding 
contribution in which field?  Literature 

417) What is the cash award given with the Saraswati 
Samman?  Rs. 15 lakh 

418) Who is the winner of the Saraswati Samman for 
2020?  Dr Sharankumar Limbale 

419) Dr Sharankumar Limbale won the Saraswati 
Samman for which book?  Sanatan 

420) Dr. Limbale is a renowned writer of which 
language?  Marathi  
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421) World Autism Awareness Day is observed on 
which date?  April 2 

422) An area at Amboli in Western ghats has been 
declared as a biodiversity heritage site.  It is in 
which state? Maharashtra 

423) India's biggest floating solar power plant with a 
capacity of 100 MW is being set up by the NTPC 
at its Ramagundam thermal power plant 
reservoir.  It is in which state?  Telangana 

424) Who is the Governor of Telangana?  Tamilisai 
Soundararajan 

425) The Central Government plans to issue a _____ 
digit identification number “Unique Land Parcel 
Identification Number (ULPIN)” to every plot of 
land in the country:  14 

426) From April 1 this year, GST taxpayers having 
turnover of more than 5 crore rupees in the 
preceding financial year, will have to furnish 6 
digits HSN Code. What is HSN? Harmonised 
System of Nomenclature 

427) CBIC issues 6-digit SAC to uniformly classify 
each service under the applicable rate of GST.  
What is SAC?  Service Accounting Code 

428) The government has decided to keep the 
inflation-targeting framework for the RBI 
unchanged at ___ % for the next five-year period: 
Four 

429) Sankalp se Siddhi” drive is an initiative of which 
union ministry?  Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

430) Veteran actress of over 100 Hindi films passed 
away at her residence in Mumbai on April 4. 
What was her real name?  Shashikala Jawalkar 

431) As many as 23 CRPF jawans were killed and 
around 50 were injured after an encounter with 
local Naxalites on April 3 in Jagargunda area.  It 
is in which state?  Chhattisgarh 

432) Hubert Hurkacz won the men’s singles title at 
the Miami Open Tennis Tournament.  He hails 
from which country?  Poland 

433) Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of 
Public Enterprises Selection Board? Mallika 
Srinivasan 

434) The World Bank and Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank approved a loan for $ 300 
million for canal-based drinking water project in 
which state? Punjab 

435) India celebrates National Maritime Day on which 
day of April?  5th 

436) Justice NV Ramana has been appointed as the 
______ Chief Justice of India:  48th  

437) Which country suffered flash floods and 
landslides triggered by tropical cyclone Seroja? 
Indonesia 

438) _________ became the first state in the country to 
provide free health insurance facility to all the 
citizens of the state:  Rajasthan 

439) RBI in its first MPC meeting kept the benchmark 
interest rate - Repo Rate unchanged at ____ 
percent:  Four 

440) Which big country passed a law to facilitate its 
current President to hold office for two 
additional 6-year terms till 2036? Russia  

441) The Indian Navy participated in a France-led 
multi nation naval drill named _________ from 
April 5 to 7 in the Bay of Bengal: “La Perouse” 

442) Tarun Bajaj has been appointed as the new _____ 
Secretary under the Ministry of Finance: 
Revenue 

443) _________ appointed as the new Economic Affairs 
Secretary in the Ministry of Finance:  Ajay Seth 

444) The Reserve Bank has decided to bring out a 
Financial Inclusion Index (FI Index). It will be 
released annually in the month of ________ :  July 

445) AM Turing Award is given for recognizing 
outstanding excellence in which field?  
Computer Science 

446) Who won the AM Turing Award for the year 
2020?  Prof. Alfred V Aho of USA 

447) The Reserve Bank has enhanced the limit of 
maximum balance to Rs. _________ in accounts of 
Payment Banks?  Two lakh 

448) ________ has been appointed as the Chairman and 
Managing Director of SIDBI:  S Ramann 

449) The Supreme Court of India on April 7 launched 
its Artificial Intelligence portal by what name?  
SUPACE 

450) What is the full form of SUPACE?  Supreme 
Court Portal for Assistance in Courts 
Efficiency 

451) Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a virtual 
summit with his _________ counterpart Mark Rutte 
on April 9: Netherlands 

452) Government launched which portal on April 7 to 
promote the honey mission in the country?  
Madhukranti 

453) The Government launched on April 7 the Tribal 
Health Collaborative named:  Anamaya 

454) What is the name of the Indian World 
Heavyweight Champion recently inducted into 
the WWE Hall of Fame? Dalip Singh Rana 
(Great Khali) 

455) India has developed the world's first micro-
sensor based explosive trace detector named:  
Nano Sniffer 

456) Prince Philip, British Queen Elizabeth's husband, 
died at the age of 99.  What was his official title?  
Duke of Edinburgh 

457) Which Bank approved a $ 484 million loan to 
improve the road maintenance and transport 
connectivity in the Chennai-Kanyakumari 
Industrial Corridor?  Asian Development Bank 
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458) World Homoeopathy Day is observed on April 
10 to commemorate the birthday of ________:  Dr. 
Samuel Hahnemann 

459) The National Safe Motherhood Day is observed 
on which date? April 11 

460) As per the recently published Academic Ranking 
of World Universities (ARWU 2020), which 
university topped the rankings in India?  
Calcutta University 

461) Which university topped in the world the 
Academic Ranking of World Universities? 
Harvard University, USA 

462) Which film won the BAFTA award for the best 
film?  Nomadland 

463) Who won the BAFTA for the Best Director?  Ms. 
Chloe Zhao 

464) Yuri Gagarin, the first human being to undertake 
the space flight, hailed from which country? 
Russia 

465) The Parkinson disease is associated with which 
system of human body?  Nervous 

466) Festival of Baisakhi marks the thanksgiving by 
the farmer community for the bumper _____ 
crops:  Rabi 

467) In which state Baisakhi is celebrated as Rongali 
Bihu?  Assam 

468) In Kerala, festival of Baisakhi is celebrated as 
______:  Vishu 

469) Name the Election Commissioner who has been 
appointed as the Chief Election Commissioner of 
India:  Sushil Chandra 

470) India participated in a 10-day multinational 
military exercise held in Bangladesh.  What was 
its name?  Shantir Ogroshena 

471) Which country hosted the 6th edition of the 
Raisina Dialogue in virtual mode from April 13 
to 16?  India 

472) Guneet Monga has been selected for the French 
civilian honour the Knight of the Order of Arts 
and Letters. She is a renowned _______ : Film 
maker 

473)  Government launched the e-SaNta platform for 
promotion of ________ products:  Marine 

474)  Government launched a mobile application 
called “Little Guru” to enable the user to learn 
__________ language:  Sanskrit 

475) The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) 
granted its approval to ________ Laboratories for 
restricted emergency use of Russian COVID-19 
vaccine:  Dr. Reddy’s 

476) What is the name of Russian COVID – 19 vaccine?  
Sputnik V 

477) Guillermo Lasso has been elected as the 
President of which South American country? 
Ecuador 

478) The National Commission for Scheduled Castes 
is headed by _______ :  Vijay Sampla 

479) Government launched _________ , a mission 
dedicated to spread awareness about nutrition:  
Aahaar Kranti 

480) Government launched MANAS App to promote 
wellbeing across all age groups. What is the full 
form of MANAS? Mental Health and Normalcy 
Augmentation System. 

481) Which Indian cricketer has been named Wisden 
Almanack's ODI player of the 2010s?  Virat 
Kohli 

482) World Art Day celebrated on April 15 is 
associated with birthday of which legendary 
artist/painter?  Leonardo da Vinci 

483) Which district bagged top position at National 
level for successfully implementing Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana during 2020-21?  
Udhampur district of Jammu and Kashmir 

484) Indian Army celebrates April 13 as Siachen Day 
to mark its victorious operation _______ in 1984 
against Pakistan: Meghdoot 

485) Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology unveiled three path breaking 
initiatives for National Internet Exchange of 
India. What is its short name? NIXI 

486) Which country announced the expulsion of 10 
Russian diplomats on April 15?  USA 

487) Sarita Mor (of Sonipat, Haryana) won the gold in 
the Asian ________ Championships in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan:  Wrestling 

488) The Reserve Bank has decided to set up a new 
Regulations Review Authority headed by _______ 
? M Rajeshwar Rao 

489) Which country topped the Inclusive Internet 
Index 2021?  Sweden 

490) What was India’s rank in the Inclusive Internet 
Index 2021? 49th 

491) Which Indian set a new World Record in the 
women's 49kg Clean and Jerk at Asian 
Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent?  
Mirabai Chanu of Manipur 

492) The 8th Indo-Kyrgyz Joint Special Forces 
Exercise “Khanjar” was held at which place?  
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 

493) World Haemophilia Day is observed on April 17. 
Haemophilia is associated with which ailment?  
Bleeding disorders 

494) Celebration of World Heritage Day on April 18 is 
supported by which UN agency?  UNESCO 

495) The Henley Passport Index placed which 
country’s passport at the top?  Japan 

496) What was Indian passport’s rank on the Henley 
Passport Index? 84th 

497) Miguel Díaz-Canel has been appointed as the 
new President of which country?  Cuba 
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498) NASA's Mars helicopter named ________ made 
history with a successful flight on the Red Planet: 
‘Ingenuity’ 

499) The World Liver Day is observed on which date?  
April 19 

500) The Reserve Bank constituted a panel to carry 
out a review of the working of ARCs.  What is the 
full form of ARC?  Asset Reconstruction 
Company 

501) ARC is a specialized financial institution that 
buys the ________ from banks at a mutually agreed 
value: Bad loans (NPAs) 

502) The ARCs are to be registered with which apex 
organization? RBI 

503) The Government of India celebrates Civil 
Services Day on which date?  April 21 

504) Who referred to civil servants as the 'Steel frame 
of India' in 1947?  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

505) Which country secured top rank in the Energy 
Transition Index released by the WEF?  Sweden 

506) What was India’s rank in the Energy Transition 
Index released by the WEF?  87th  

507) The Press Freedom Index 2021 that evaluates 
the press freedom situation in 180 countries, 
ranked which country at the top?  Norway 

508) India was placed at _____ rank in the recently 
released Press Freedom Index 2021: 142nd  

509) Which international day is observed on April 22 
to create awareness about pollution and to 
celebrate the environment of our planet? The 
Earth Day 

510) What is the theme of this year’s Earth Day?  
Restore our Earth 

511) Which city has been selected as the World Book 
Capital for a one-year period on the occasion of 
the World Book and Copyright Day on April 23?  
Tbilisi in Georgia 

512) Which international day marks the birthday and 
death anniversary of the legendary writer 
William Shakespeare on April 23? The English 
Language Day 

513)  ____________ hosted a two-day Leaders Climate 
Summit of world leaders on the Earth Day, April 
22: US President Joe Biden 

514) What was the theme of the Leaders Climate 
Summit of world leaders held on the Earth Day, 
April 22?  Our Collective Sprint to 2030 

515) Name the noted Indian Islamic scholar, spiritual 
leader and author who passed away on April 21 
due to Covid-19 complications: Maulana 
Wahiduddin Khan 

516) Shankha Ghosh, an eminent Bengali _______ 
passed away on April 21 losing his battle against 
COVID 19: Poet 

517) ____________ became the first country to ratify the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) agreement on April 9: Singapore 

518) In which year government enacted the 
Panchayati Raj Act?  1993 

519) Which number amendment of the Indian 
Constitution is associated with the enactment of 
Panchayati Raj Act?  73rd  

520) Which country, along with Russia, topped the 
medal tally at the World Youth Boxing 
Championships held in Kielce, Poland?  India 

521) Rekha M Menon, Chairperson of IT firm 
Accenture India, has been appointed as 
chairperson of which apex business body?  
National Association of Software and 
Services Companies (NASSCOM) 

522) The World Veterinary Day is observed on the 
_______ Saturday of April every year: Last 

MARCH 2021 

523) The book ‘India’s Power Elite’ is written by______: 
Sanjay Baru, ex-media to former prime 
minister Manmohan Singh 

524) What is the name of the sixth offshore patrol 
vessel commissioned into service at Chennai 
Port Trust on March 24?  ICGS Vajra 

525) Who has been selected to head the RBI 
committee formed to evaluate applications for 
“on-tap” licensing of universal banks and small 
finance banks? Ms. Shyamala Gopinath 

526) NITI Aayog formed 11 committees to expedite 
the transition of the country from a linear 
economy to a _______ economy:  Circular 

527) _______ has decided to develop world class 
‘Wayside Amenities’ at more than 600 locations 
across 22 states in the next five years: National 
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

528) Government has raised the limit for tax 
exemption on interest earned on provident fund 
contributions by employees to Rs. ____lakh: Five 

529) Which country plans to build the world's first 
ship tunnel, designed to help vessels to avoid 
navigating the treacherous Stadhavet Sea?  
Norway 

530) Vyas Samman is associated with which field? 
Hindi literature 

531) Who is the winner of Vyas Samman – 2020?  
Prof. Sharad Pagare 

532) Prof. Sharad Pagare won the Vyas Samma for 
which book?  Patliputra Ki Samragyi 

533) What is the amount of cash award given in the 
Vyas Samman?  Rs. four lakhs 

534) Name the former Deputy Governor of the RBI 
who left for heavenly abode on March 26: KC 
Chakrabarty 

535) Name the noted journalist and author who died 
in Mumbai on March 26:  Anil Dharker 
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536) Which country topped the International 
Intellectual Property Index 2021?  USA 

537) India was placed at which spot in the 
International Intellectual Property Index 2021?  
40th 

538) Which district has been declared as the first TB 
free district in India?  Budgam, J&K 

539) With which country India conducted its first 
Passage Exercise (PASSEX) on 24 March in 
western Indian Ocean?  Madagascar 

540) Denis Sassou Nguesso has been re-elected as the 
President of which country for the next five 
years?  Republic of Congo 

541) Bangladesh is celebrating which year of its 
liberation?  50th  

542) Who is the current Prime Minister of the 
Bangladesh?  Sheikh Hasina Wajed 

543) Who has been appointed as the CEO of Unique 
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)?  
Saurabh Garg 

544) World Theatre Day is observed on which day of 
March?  27th  

545) Every year, the Earth Hour is celebrated 
worldwide on the _______ Saturday of March:  Last 

546) Which bank has been adjudged the India's best 
bank for SMEs at the Asiamoney Best Bank 
Awards 202?  HDFC Bank 

547) Out of wheat and rice, which crop is produced 
more in India?  Rice 

548) The Centre has lifted embargo on private sector 
banks for conduct of ________ business related 
transactions:  Government 

549) What is the formal name of the world’s largest 
cricket stadium in Motera, Ahmedabad? 
Narendra Modi Stadium 

550) Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of 
the National Commission for Scheduled Castes?  
Vijay Sampla 

551) Jasmine Harrison, a 21-year-old British woman 
from England became the youngest woman to do 
what? To row solo across the Atlantic Ocean. 

552) Which film won the Dadasaheb Phalke 
International Film Award for the best film? 
Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior 

553) Akshay Kumar won the Dadasaheb Phalke 
International Film Award for the Best Actor for 
which film?  Laxmii 

554) Irakli Garibashvili has been appointed as the new 
__________ of Georgia:  Prime Minister 

555) The Ministry of Corporate Affairs signed a MoU 
on Feb 25 for exchange of data with which 
Central Board? Central Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs 

556) Under which Act the government announced 
new policies for regulation of content on social 

media and over the top (OTT) platforms?  
Information Technology Act, 2000 

557) Which country passed amendments to their 
News Media Bargaining Code to force online 
platforms like Google and Facebook to pay for 
news they source from local media?  Australia 

558) Which country emerged as India’s biggest trade 
partner in 2020?  China 

559) Which Buddhist pilgrimage city has been 
selected recently under the National Mission on 
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spirituality 
Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) scheme?  Leh, 
Ladakh 

560) Name the Indian social activist in the field of 
Right to Information in India who has been 
selected by the US government for the 
International Anti-corruption Champions 
Award? Anjali Bharadwaj 

561) Mohamed Bazoum has been elected as the new 
President of which African country? Niger 

562) Dushyant Chautala, Deputy CM of Haryana, has 
been re-elected as the President of which sports 
federation of India?  Table Tennis 

563) The central government has selected 12 tourist 
sites under the Swachh Iconic Places under an 
initiative of which ministry?  Ministry of Jal 
Shakti 

564) The famous historical monument Sanchi Stupa is 
in which state?  Madhya Pradesh 

565) Which state is famous for Kumbhalgarh Fort and 
Ramdevra Temple?  Rajasthan 

566) Government has decided to form a Centre of 
Excellence in gaming and other related areas in 
collaboration with which IIT of the country?  IIT 
Bombay 

567) ISRO launched the Amazonia 1 optical earth 
observation satellite for which country?  Brazil 

568) Who won the gold medal on Feb 28 in the 
women's 53-kg category at XXIV Outstanding 
Ukrainian Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial 
tournament in Kyiv, Ukraine? Vinesh Phogat 

569) Which country has taken over chairmanship of 
BRICS group for 2021?  India 

570) Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has 
discovered a Buddhist monastery in the 
Hazaribagh. It is in which state?  Jharkhand 

571) Matam Venkata Rao has been appointed as 
Managing Director & CEO of which Bank?  
Central Bank of India 

572) Government launched the Sugamya Bharat App 
for what purpose? For enhancing physical 
accessibility for elderly and the disabled 

573) Which was the partner country in the Maritime 
India Summit-2021 held on a virtual platform 
from March 2 to 4?  Denmark 
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574) Which national day is celebrated on March 01 to 
commemorate the creation of the Indian Civil 
Accounts Service (ICAS) on this day in 1976?  
Civil Accounts Day 

575) March 07 is observed as Janaushadhi Diwas.  Jan 
Aushadhi Kendras are the initiative of which 
government department?  Department of 
Pharmaceuticals 

576) 21st National Sqay Championship was held at 
which place?  Jaipur, Rajasthan 

577) Sqay is the traditional martial art of which area?  
Kashmir 

578) Golden Globe Awards are associated with which 
field?  Cinema & TV 

579) Which film won the Golden Globe for the Best 
Motion Picture – Drama?  Nomadland 

580) Chloé Zhao won the Golden Globe for the best 
director for which film?  Nomadland 

581) India donated Rs. 1.5 million to the National 
Research Institute of Chinese Medicine of which 
country?  Taiwan 

582) Indian Air Force gifted a legacy Alouette III 
helicopter to which country?  Bangladesh 

583) A giant iceberg, around 490 sq km in size, broke 
off from the ice shelf in which area?  Antarctica 

584) Who became the first cricketer to hit 100 million 
followers on social networking platform 
Instagram on March 1, 2021?  Virat Kohli 

585) Who is the most followed sportsperson on the 
Instagram, having 266 million followers?  
Cristiano Ronaldo 

586) ISRO successfully launched satellite Sindhu 
Netra on Feb 28. It is what type of satellite?  
Surveillance satellite 

587) A special contingent of the Indian Air Force took 
part in the multinational exercise “Desert Flag” 
in which country?  UAE – United Arab Emirates 

588) Which state/UT topped the medals tally in the 
2nd Khelo India Winter National Games?  J&K 

589) 2nd Khelo India Winter National Games were 
held in which city in J&K?  Gulmarg 

590) Government has decided to merge the Rajya 
Sabha TV and Lok Sabha TV channels. The new 
channel will be known as _______ TV:  Sansad TV 

591) What is the theme for this year’s Zero 
Discrimination Day?  End Inequalities 

592) Which country successfully launched its first 
satellite to monitor the Arctic’s climate and 
environment?  Russia 

593) Which are the two international days that are 
observed on March 3?  World Wildlife Day and 
World Hearing Day 

594) With which country India agreed to jointly work 
in the area of marine spatial planning in the 
oceanic space for the next five years?  Norway 

595) Which city is the capital of Norway?  Oslo 

596) Which heritage iconic railway station in Mumbai 
is popularly known as CST station?  Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Terminus 

597) As per the 'Ease of Living Index' _________ topped 
the list as the most livable city among 111 cities 
(with population above 1 million) covered in the 
index:  Bengaluru 

598) In the category of cities with 'population less 
than million', ________ was ranked at the top in the 
Ease of Living Index:  Shimla 

599) Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a virtual 
summit with Stefan Löfven on March 5.  Who is 
he?  Prime Minister of Sweden 

600) India exported the first consignment of ‘red rice’ 
on March 4 to which country?  USA    

601) Iron rich ‘red rice’ is grown in which Indian river 
valley? Brahmaputra valley in Assam 

602) Name the West Indies ODI and T20I skipper 
became the third batsman in the history of 
international cricket to hit six 6s in an over on 
March 3: Kieron Pollard 

603) With which country India signed a key pact on 
March 2 for the supply of BrahMos supersonic 
missiles?  Philippines 

604) BrahMos missiles are built in India in 
collaboration with which country?  Russia 

605) Which Indian boxer has been appointed as the 
chairperson of the International Boxing 
Association's (AIBA) champions and veterans 
committee?  Mary Kom 

606) India has decided to fund the reconstruction of 
three more Cultural Heritage projects in which 
country?  Nepal 

607) Which country hosted the 2021’s first G20 
Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 
(FMCBG) meeting in virtual mode on Feb 26?  
Italy 

608) Which prestigious environment prize was 
conferred upon PM Narendra Modi via video 
conferencing on March 5 at the Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates Week?  CERAWeek 
Global Energy and Environment Leadership 
Award 

609) DRDO successfully carried out a flight 
demonstration based on SFDR technology for the 
long-range air to air missiles.  What is SFDR?  
Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 

610) Which city topped the final rankings in million 
plus cities of the Municipal Performance Index 
(MPI) 2020 for the 111 Indian cities?  Indore 

611) The 11th edition of the QS World University 
Rankings ranked which university as the best in 
the world?  Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), USA 

612) Which Indian Institute/University secured 
highest (172nd) rank in the QS World University 
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Rankings?  Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay 

613) The UN General Assembly has declared on March 
3 year 2023 as the year of ______?  Millets 

614) Among Ragi, Bajra, Makai and Jowar, which one 
is NOT a millet? Makai 

615) What is this year’s theme of the National Safety 
Day? “Sadak Suraksha” (Road Safety) 

616) India observes National Security Day on March 4. 
Who is India’s National Security Advisor?  Ajit 
Kumar Doval 

617) Washington-based noted think tank Freedom 
House in its report, titled ‘Democracy Under 
Siege’, has ranked India at which rank?  88th  

618) What is the theme of this year’s International 
Women’s Day?  #ChooseToChallenge 

619) Which Indian boxer won gold at the Boxam 
International Tournament in Castellon, Spain? 
Manish Kaushik 

620) Which Indian boxers reached number one world 
ranking in both men’s and women’s category? 
Bajrang Punia and Vinesh Phogat 

621) Which Indian organization launched an ‘All 
Women Officers’ Sailing’ crew on the cargo ship 
MT Swarna Krishna?  Shipping Corporation of 
India 

622) An ‘All Women Officers’ Sailing’ crew on the 
cargo ship MT Swarna Krishna was launched 
from which Indian port?  Jawaharlal Nehru 
Port, Mumbai 

623) NPCI partnered with which company to launch 
‘RuPay SoftPoS’ for millions of Indian 
merchants? SBI Payments 

624) Which ministry has decided to classify all of its 
major programmes under three Umbrella 
Schemes for their better implementation?  
Women and Child Development Ministry 

625) Google launched which web platform to help one 
million women in rural India to become 
entrepreneurs through business tutorials, tools 
and mentorship? Women will 

626) Which country topped the UNCTAD's Business-
to-Consumer (B2C) E-commerce Index 2020?  
Switzerland 

627) What was India’s rank in the recently released 
UNCTAD's Business-to-Consumer (B2C) E-
commerce Index 2020?  71st  

628) Which global organization raised the projection 
for India’s economic growth rate by 4.7 
percentage points at 12.6 percent for 2021-22?  
OECD - Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, Paris 

629) The Maitri Setu (Friendship Bridge) on Feni river 
is located in which state?  Tripura 

630) Indian Railway integrated all its helplines into 
single number.  What is this number?  139 

631) The Maitree Setu will link South Tripura to which 
International port in Bangladesh? Chittagong 

632) Koneru Humpy won the “BBC Indian 
Sportswoman of the Year” (ISWOTY) award for 
2020. She plays which sports?  Chess 

633) The First Forest Healing centre of the country 
was inaugurated recently at which place in 
Uttarakhand?  Ranikhet 

634) ISRO and the NASA recently completed the 
development of a Synthetic Aperture Radar- 
SAR. What is its name?  NISAR 

635) DRDO conducted the final development test of 
the Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) system on 
Mar 8. It is to be used at which place?  
Submarines 

636) Which bank launched ‘SmartUp Unnati’-- a 
dedicated mentoring programme to support 
women entrepreneurs? HDFC Bank 

637) What is the name of the second edition of the 
India - Uzbekistan joint military exercise held in 
Ranikhet in Uttarakhand? DUSTLIK-II 

638) The “Economic Freedom Index” released by the 
US based think tank – Heritage Foundation 
placed which country at the top?  Singapore 

639) India was ranked at which spot in the Economic 
Freedom Index?  121st  

640) Which country launched the world's first 
military exercise in space from March 8 to 12?  
France 

641) What was the name of the military space exercise 
launched by France?  AstreX 

642) President of which country was selected for the 
Prize for Achievement in African Leadership-
2020?  Niger 

643) Who has been re-appointed as the Chairman of 
the Panel of External Auditors of the United 
Nations for the year 2021?  Girish Chandra 
Murmu 

644) The First Quad Leaders’ Summit was held 
virtually on March 12. How many countries are 
member of Quad group?  Four 

645) Who is the Prime Minister of Japan?  Yoshihide 
Suga 

646) What is the full form of the acronym QUAD?  
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 

647) Who has been sworn in as the new Chief Minister 
of Uttarakhand?  Tirath Singh Rawat 

648) Who is the Governor of Uttarakhand?  Ms. Baby 
Rani Maurya 

649) Who became the first Indian woman cricketer 
and second internationally to complete 10,000 
runs across all formats?  Mithali Raj 

650) _________ became the first bank in India on March 
10 to launch its own range of wearable 
contactless payment devices named as ‘Wear N 
Pay’: Axis Bank 
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651) What is the upper limit of amount of transactions 
that can be done through ‘Wear N Pay’ devices?  
Rs. 5,000/- 

652) Thomas Bach has been re-elected as the 
President of which international sports body?  
International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

653) Where are the headquarters of the IOC located?  
Lausanne, Switzerland 

654) Who has been appointed as the new Chief 
Statistician of India by the Central Government?  
Dr. G P Samanta 

655) Which two countries signed a MoU to jointly 
construct a lunar space station that will be open 
to all countries?  China and Russia 

656) Which Indian actress has joined the list of the 
Young Global Leaders (YGLs) compiled by the 
World Economic Forum?  Deepika Padukon 

657) Which mobile app has been launched for the 
benefit of those ration card holders who move to 
new places in search of livelihood? Mera Ration 

658) Which Indian Industrialist added the highest 
wealth in the world to his fortune in 2021?  
Gautam Adani 

659) World Kidney Day is observed globally on the 
_______ Thursday of March every year:  Second 

660) Prime Minister Modi launched the celebrations 
for the ‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav’ from which 
place?  Sabarmati Ashram, Ahmedabad 

661) Who became the first-ever batsman to score 
3,000 runs in T-20 Internationals?  Virat Kohli 

662) Which team won the Vijay Hazare Trophy for 
2021?  Team Mumbai 

663) Vijay Hazare Trophy is played in which format of 
cricket? 50 over one day 

664) Tamil Nadu’s CA Bhavani Devi became the first 
ever Indian _______ to qualify for the Tokyo 
Olympic Games: Fencer 

665) Who became the first player in the world to 
complete 7,000 runs in women’s ODI cricket?  
Mithali Raj 

666) ‘The Lost Soul’ is a novel written by Olga 
Tokarczuk. She belongs to which country: 
Poland 

667) The world’s most powerful supercomputer 
named “Fugaku” has been developed by which 
country?  Japan 

668) International Day of Mathematics is observed on 
March 14. It also commemorates the birthday of 
a great mathematician. Who is he?  Albert 
Einstein 

669) What is the value of Pi expressed in a fraction?  
14/3 

670) World Consumer Rights Day is observed on 
which day of March month?  15th  

671) What is the theme of this year’s World Consumer 
Rights Day? Tackle plastic pollution 

672) Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a Virtual 
Summit with Sanna Marin, Prime Minister of 
________ , on March 16:  Finland 

673) RBI has asked all banks to implement the image-
based Cheque Truncation System (CTS) in all 
branches by _________ this year:  September 30 

674) The UGC has recognised three professional 
qualifications as equivalent to post-graduation. 
Can you name them?  CA, CS, and ICWA 

675) Grammy awards are given to recognise 
excellence in which field?  Music 

676) Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri awardee 
Laxman Pai passed away on March 14. He was a 
renowned __________ ? Artist and painter 

677) Country’s first ever dedicated Express Cargo 
Terminal has been launched at which 
international airport?  Kempegowda 
International Airport, Bengaluru 

678) Which country topped the Human Performance 
Indicator for Asia Pacific region released by the 
JLL?  India 

679) Which artist created a record of winning highest 
number of Grammy awards (28), after winning 4 
Grammys this year?  Beyonce 

680) Which artist won the Grammy this year for the 
“Record of the Year”?  Billie Eilish 

681) The Union Cabinet approved setting up of a 
Development Finance Institution (DFI) with an 
initial capital infusion of 20 thousand crore 
rupees for what purpose? For long-term 
funding of infrastructure development 
projects 

682) Who has been appointed as the new Director 
General of the National Security Guard?  M A 
Ganpathy 

683) Kuldiep Singh, Sr IPS officer, has been appointed 
as the Director General of which para-military 
force? CRPF 

684) _________ became the first country in Central 
America to be certified malaria-free by the 
World Health Organization:  El Salvador 

685) _______ has been adjudged as the world’s most 
polluted capital city by World Air Quality Report 
by Swiss organisation, IQAir:  New Delhi 

686) What is the name of the Indian Navy’s first 
advanced surveillance ship?  INS Dhruv 

687) What is the name of the world’s highest honor in 
architecture, also known as Nobel of 
architecture?  Pritzker Architecture Prize 

688) Pritzker Architecture Prize for 2021 has been 
won by Anne Lacaton and Jean-Philippe Vassal. 
They hail from which country?  France 

689) India’s first ordnance factory was established at 
which place in 1801?  Cossipore, West Bengal 

690) What is the theme for this year’s Global Recycling 
Day observed on March 18?  Recycling Heroes 
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691) Which International day is observed annually on 
the Friday before the March Equinox on the 
Earth?  World Sleep Day 

692) Dr Ajay Mathur has been appointed as the 
Director General of which global organization?  
International Solar Alliance, Gurugram, 
Haryana 

693) Who is Lloyd J Austin III who arrived in India on 
March 19 for a three-day visit?  Defence 
Secretary of USA 

694) International Day of Happiness is observed on 
which day of March?  20th 

695) What is the theme of this year’s World Sparrow 
Day observed on March 20?  I love sparrows 

696) As per the UN World Happiness Report 2021 
released on March 19, _______ is the happiest 
country to live in the world:  Finland 

697) What was India’s rank in the UN World 
Happiness Report 2021?  139th 

698) _________ has been declared as the best state 
under the government’s Van Dhan Vikas Yojana:  
Manipur 

699) Which Indian film celebrity has been honoured 
with the prestigious Film Archive Award-2021?  
Amitabh Bachchan  

700) With which firm the Ministry of Defence placed 
an order for supply of 4,960 MILAN-2T Anti-
Tank Guided Missiles?  Bharat Dynamics Ltd, 
Hyderabad 

701) Ms. Samia Suluhu Hassan has been sworn in as 
the first female President of which African 
country?  Tanzania 

702) Mark Rutte won the 2021 parliamentary 
elections for the fourth term in a row to become 
Prime Minister in which country?  Netherlands 

703) The Indian Navy undertook the Passage Exercise 
(PASSEX) under Operation Sankalp in the 
Persian Gulf with the navy of which country?  
Bahrain 

704) Which global organization launched a campaign 
named ‘Sahi Disha’ to promote women’s 
livelihoods and entrepreneurship in the rural 
India? UNDP- United Nations Development 
Program 

705) Who became the first Indian Table Tennis player 
to qualify for the Tokyo Olympic Games?  
Achanta Sharath Kamal 

706) What is the theme of this year’s World Water Day 
observed on March 22?  Valuing Water 

707) What is the name of the water conservation 
campaign launched by the Prime Minister Modi 
on March 22?  Catch the Rain Campaign 

708) India’s Singhraj won the gold medal in the 2021 
_________ World Cup at Al Ain in the UAE: Para 
Shooting 

709) Who won the men’s singles title at the All-
England Badminton Championships?  
Malaysia's Lee Zii Jia 

710) Nozomi Okuhara won the women’s singles title 
at the All-England Badminton Championships. 
She represents which country?  Japan 

711) Government launched an ambitious scheme 
named ________ for offering the world’s cheapest 
LED bulbs in rural areas:  Gram Ujala 

712) The memorial in the honour of great 
revolutionary fighters Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev is located at which place on the banks of 
River Satluj?  Hussainiwala 

713) Which film won the National Award for the ‘Best 
Feature Film’ for 2019?  Marakkar: Lion of the 
Arabian Sea 

714) Who won the National Award for the Best 
Director for 2019?  Sanjay Puran Singh 
Chauhan for Bahattar Hoorain 

715) National award for the Best Actress for 2019 has 
been won by:  Kangana Ranaut 

716) _____ was declared as the most film friendly state 
for 2019:  Sikkim 

717) The Gandhi Peace Prize – 2019 was conferred on 
late Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said.  He was 
former head of which country?  Oman 

718) Government of India honoured Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with which prestigious 
global award?  The Gandhi Peace Prize-2020 

719) What is the amount of the cash prize given with 
the Gandhi Peace Prize?  Rs. One crore 

720) According to a study released by defence website 
Military Direct on March 21, Indian army is the 
_____ strongest army of the world:  Fourth 

721) According to Military Direct, which is the 
strongest military force in the world: China 

722) Which two other countries are ahead of India in 
military force: USA (2nd) and Russia (3rd) 

723) World Tuberculosis Day is observed every year 
on March 24 to commemorate the discovery of 
TB on this day by_________ : Dr. Robert Koch in 
1882  

724) RBI has decided to grant ‘on-tap’ banking 
licenses to Universal banks and Small Finance 
Banks. What does ‘on-tap’ mean?  RBI will 
accept applications and grant banking 
licenses throughout the year 

725) Who was called by the name of Frontier Gandhi?  
Late Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (also known as 
Badshah Khan) 

726) ‘My Life in Full’ is a book written by which 
corporate honcho? Indra Nooyi, former CEO of 
Pepsico   

727) The Frontier Gandhi: My Life and Struggle is 
English translation of autobiography of which 
freedom fighter? Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
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728) What is the name of the book recently written by 
senior RSS leader Ram Madhav?  Because India 
Comes First 

FEBRUARY 2021 
729) Who became Table Tennis Men’s national 

champion at the 82nd National Table Tennis 
Championships in Panchkula, Haryana?  
Sathiyan Gnanasekaran 

730) The Reserve Bank brought the State Bank of 
__________ under its regulation:  Sikkim 

731) ___________ became the first state in the country to 
table a paperless budget in the state assembly on 
Feb 22:  Uttar Pradesh 

732) Which Arabian country has permitted the 
women of the country to join the armed forces?  
Saudi Arabia 

733) India’s first Carbon Watch, a mobile app for 
assessing carbon footprints has been developed 
by which state/UT?  Chandigarh 

734) Government has approved ____________ toy 
manufacturing clusters with investment of Rs 
2,300 crore:  8 

735)  Which state has set up the country's first Digital 
University?  Kerala 

736) What is the name of India’s first Digital 
University?  Kerala University of Digital 
Sciences, Innovation and Technology 

737) The Indian Army successfully tested the Helina 
and Dhruv Astra Missile Systems. They are what 
type of missiles?  Anti Tank Guided Missiles 

738) The Soil Health Card Day is observed on which 
day of February?  19th 

739) The World Social Justice Day is observed on Feb 
20 with the support of which UN agency?  
International Labour Organization 

740) Government launched the Go Electric Campaign 
to boost the adoption of which items?  Electric 
mobility vehicles and electric cooking 
appliances 

741) Government launched the Intensified Mission 
Indradhanush 3.0 (IMI 3.0) for what purpose?  
To expand immunization coverage across the 
nation 

742) The Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy 
conducted bilateral military exercise PASSEX on 
Feb 18 in which area?  Arabian Sea 

743) Which Indian company indigenously made K-9 
Vajra-T 155 mm/ 52 calibre self-propelled guns 
for Indian Army?  Larsen and Toubro (L&T) 

744) International Mother Language Day is observed 
on which day?  February 21 

745) The second Khelo India University Games will be 
hosted by which state?  Karnataka 

746) The week-long 47th Khajuraho Dance Festival 
was held in which state from Feb 20 to 26?  
Madhya Pradesh 

747) Australian Open Grand Slam was held in which 
Australian city?  Melbourne 

748) Who won men’s singles title at the Australian 
Open?  Novak Djokovic (Serbia) 

749) ___________ won the Australian Open Women’s 
singles title:  Naomi Osaka 

750) The book Rashtra Pratham - 82 Varshon Ki 
Swarnim Gatha is the life story of which para 
military force? CRPF 

751) ‘Unfinished: A Memoir’ is the autobiography of 
which Indian cinema celebrity? Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas 

752) What is the title of the recent book by the Tibetan 
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama?  The Little 
Book of Encouragement 

753) Central Excise Day is observed on Feb 24 to mark 
the enactment of which act that was enacted on 
this day in 1944? Central Excise and Salt Act, 
1944 

754) National Science Day is observed on Feb 28 to 
mark which scientific recovery on this day in 
1928?  Raman Effect by Sir C V Raman 

755) Sir C V Raman was awarded Nobel Prize in 1930 
in which field?  Physics 

756) Government launched the National Urban Digital 
Mission aimed at providing an online platform 
for what purpose?  For creating a platform for 
citizen-centric governance 

757) Which bank approved a $ 304 million dollar loan 
for Assam Intra-State Transmission System 
Enhancement Project?  The Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

758) The World Bank granted a $68 million support to 
improve the quality of education in which state?  
Nagaland 

759) The 30th Adriatic Pearl Boxing Tournament was 
held in Budva.  It is in which country?  
Montenegro 

760) Which film won the Golden Peacock Award for 
the best film at the 51stInternational Film 
Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa?  “Into the 
Darkness” directed by Anders Refn 

761) Director Anders Refn hails from which country?  
Denmark 

762) What is the cash amount given in the Golden 
Peacock Award?  Rs. 40 lakh 

763) Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan 
Puraskar is given for outstanding performance 
in which field?  Disaster management 

764) Who is the winner of this year’s Subhash 
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar in 
individual category?  Dr. Rajendra Kumar 
Bhandari 

765) What is the amount of cash award won by Dr. 
Rajendra Kumar Bhandari?  Rs. Five lakh 
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766) 10thNational Ice Hockey Championship was held 
at which place? Gulmarg, J&K 

767) Which team won the 10thNational Ice Hockey 
Championship? Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) 

768) The longest road arch bridge in India - the 
Wahrew Bridge has been built in which state?  
Meghalaya 

769) The Wahrew Bridge in East Khasi Hills district of 
Meghalaya has been built across which river?  
Wahrew 

770) A rocket from which US aerospace company 
created a new record by launching 143 satellites 
at a time into space?  SpaceX 

771) The Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched the 
‘Shram Shakti’ portal to collect data related to 
the ___________ workers?  Tribal migrant 

772) The Gujarat Government plans to set up India’s 
largest multi-modal logistics park in which city?  
Ahmadabad 

773) The UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons (TPNW) came into effect from which 
date?  January 22, 2021 

774) Is India a signatory to the UN Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?  No 

775) Which state launched door delivery of rice to 
ration card holders across the state?  Andhra 
Pradesh 

776) India’s top civilian awards, Padma awards are 
approved by which authority? President of 
India 

777) Which union ministry makes recommendations 
for the Padma Awards? Ministry of Home 
Affairs 

778) How many Padma Awards have been declared 
this year?  119 

779) Who is the only foreign dignitary to be honoured 
this year with Padma Vibhushan?  Shinzo Abe, 
former PM of Japan 

780) Maximum how many Padma awards can be 
declared in total in one year (excluding awards 
given posthumously and to foreigners)? 120 

781) Who is the winner of the only MahaVir Chakra 
declared this year?  Colonel B Santosh Babu 

782) Colonel B Santosh Babu has been decorated with 
the Maha Vir Chakra for display of outstanding 
gallantry in which area? Galwan Valley 

783)  The Global Climate Risk Index 2021 has placed 
India at which rank?  Seventh 

784) Which were the two most affected countries in 
2019 as per the Global Climate Risk Index 2021?  
Mozambique and Zimbabwe 

785) The South-East Central Railways created a new 
record by successfully operating the world’s 
longest ever freight train in which state?  
Chhattisgarh 

786) BSF launched "Operation Sard Hawa" from Jan 
21 to 27 to increase security on the borders in 
which area?  Jaisalmer, Rajasthan 

787) As per a recent survey by the Munich-based Ifo 
institute, which country recoded highest trade 
surplus in 2020?  China 

788) As per a recent survey by the Munich-based Ifo 
institute, which country recoded highest trade 
deficit in 2020?  USA 

789) A large-scale tri-service joint amphibious 
exercise AMPHEX – 21 was conducted in which 
area from January 21-25? Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 

790) Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa won a second five-year 
term after winning the 2021 Presidential 
election with a landslide victory in which 
country?  Portugal 

791) The International Customs Day is celebrated on 
which date?  January 26 

792) The DRDO conducted a successful maiden launch 
of which missile from Integrated Test Range off 
the coast of Odisha. Akash - NG (New 
Generation) 

793) Kaja Kallas has been elected as the first female 
President of which country?  Estonia, Central 
Europe 

794) The Election Commission rolled out the 
electronic version of the voters’ photo identity 
card e-EPIC.  What is EPIC?  Electoral photo 
identity card 

795) Which Indian company has been ranked 5th on 
Brand Finance’s Global 500 ranking of the 
strongest brands globally?  Reliance Jio 

796) Which global financial bodyapproved a $500 
million programme to support Strengthening 
Teaching-Learning and Results for States 
Programme (STARS) of India?  The World Bank 

797) The Corruption Perception Index, 2020, released 
by Berlin based NGO Transparency International 
has placed India at which rank?  86th 

798) Which country topped the Corruption 
Perception Index, 2020? New Zealand and 
Denmark, jointly 

799) According to the National Science Foundation, 
USA, India is at which rank in terms of number of 
scientific articles published in 2018?  Third 

800) World Wetlands Day is observed on which day of 
February?  2nd 

801) Out of Mulberry, Eri, Chanderi, Tassar, and Muga 
– which one is NOT a variety of Silk?  Chanderi 

802) In which South Asian country military executed 
a coup on Feb 1 after arresting the top political 
leaders?  Myanmar 

803) Which team won the Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 
Trophy on Jan 31? Tamil Nadu 
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804) Which word has been named by Oxford 
Languages as its Hindi word of the year 2020?  
Aatmanirbharta 

805) Badminton World Tour Finals were played on 
Jan 31 in which city?  Bangkok 

806) Who won women’s singles title at the Badminton 
World Tour Finals?  Tai Tzu Ying (China) 

807) Men’s singles title at the Badminton World Tour 
Finals was won by: Anders Antonsen, 
Denmark 

808) The BCCI has decided to not to conduct which 
national tournament for the first time in its 
history of 87 years?  Ranji Trophy 

809) The Finance Minister announced launch of 
Pradhan Mantri Bharat ________  __________ Yojana 
to develop primary, secondary and tertiary 
healthcare systems? Atmanirbhar  Swasth 

810) Asia’s biggest aero show “Aero India-2021” was 
held at Yelahanka Air Force Station in which 
city?  Bengaluru 

811) The defence ministers of 27 countries from 
Indian Ocean region participated in a conclave 
held at ________ in first week of February:  
Bengaluru 

812) A team of researchers from five institutes across 
India have discovered a new gecko species in 
which state?  Arunachal Pradesh 

813) Which state government launched the year long 
Chauri Chaura Centenary Celebrations here on 
Feb 4?  Bihar 

814) Ajay Singh has been re-elected as President of 
the ___________ Federation of India:  Boxing 

815) According to the Democracy Index 2020 
released by the Economist Intelligence Unit, 
London, India secured __________ rank in the 
Index: 53rd 

816) What is the theme of this year’s World Cancer 
Day observed on Feb 4?  I am and I will 

817) India established its first centre for wetland 
conservation in which place?  Chennai 

818) The United States has extended the New START 
(Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) nuclear arms 
control treaty with which country?  Russia 

819) The New START has been extended for haw 
many years?  Five 

820) District Shravasti topped in the ranking of 
aspirational districts done by the Niti Aayog in 
December 2020.  It is in which state? Uttar 
Pradesh 

821) The ministry of corporate affairs has allowed 
non-resident Indians (NRIs) to incorporate 
OPCs.  What is OPC? One Person Company 

822) Which country topped the medal tally at the first 
Asian Online Shooting Championship hosted 
online by Kuwait? India 

823) ___________  _________ has become the first State in 
the country to make the end to end processing of 
the cabinet paperless by implementing e-cabinet 
application: Himachal Pradesh 

824) Union Environment Ministry approved the 
Lakhwar electricity project in which district of 
Uttarakhand?  Dehradun 

825) The Lakhwar electricity project is being 
constructed on which river? Yamuna 

826) YudhAbhyas 20, the India-US joint military 
exercise was held in Mahajan Field Firing Range 
in which state? Rajasthan 

827) India's first ever geothermal power project will 
be established at Puga village in which area? 
Eastern Ladakh 

828) In which state a glacier burst caused widespread 
devastation on Feb 7? Uttarakhand 

829) For the first time in the history of CRPF, a 
contingent of 34 CRPF women personnel was 
inducted into which of its units? CoBRA 

830) What is the full form of CoBRA?  Commando 
Battalion for Resolute Action 

831) Who has been appointed as the head of the 
National Safety Council by the Labour Ministry?  
S N Subrahmanyan 

832) Which country plans to build the world's first 
energy island in the North Sea?  Denmark 

833) Government has enhanced the agricultural 
credit target to ________  lakh crore rupees for the 
year 2021-22: 16.5 

834) With which country India signed a MoU for the 
construction of Shahtoot dam project?  
Afghanistan 

835) The Shahtoot dam project is to be built across 
which river?  Kabul 

836) Who has been honoured as the Global 
Citizenship Ambassador by the Northeastern 
University Center for Spirituality, Dialogue and 
Service, Boston, USA?  Sri Sri Ravishankar 

837)  Who won the inaugural ICC Player of the Month 
award 2021?  Rishabh Pant 

838) With which neighbouring country India recently 
inaugurated a newly constructed 108-kilometre 
road? Nepal 

839) The Ministry of Agriculture launched a new 
Central Sector Scheme titled 'Formation and 
Promotion of 10,000 Farmer Produce 
Organizations FPOs'. What is a FPO?  Farmer 
Produce Organization 

840) Which country signed a $43 billion agreement to 
build the world's largest offshore wind farm? 
South Korea 

841) With which Indian firm UNICEF, Paris entered 
into a long-term supply agreement for the 
AstraZeneca/Oxford and the Novavax vaccines? 
Serum Institute of India (SII), Pune  
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842) Novavax vaccines are the product of which 
country? USA 

843) India's first centralised AC railway terminal is 
about to be operational by February end in 
which city? Bengaluru 

844) According to the latest Bloomberg Innovation 
Index, which country is the most innovative 
nation? South Korea 

845) India has been placed at which rank in the latest 
Bloomberg Innovation Index? 50th 

846) Who is the top winner of VLCC Femina Miss India 
World 2020? Manasa Varanasi 

847) Which iconic historical monument in the Indian 
capital completed 100 years of its foundation 
laying on Feb 10?  India Gate 

848) The India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
plans to set up India's first thunderstorm 
research testbed at _____________, Odisha:  
Balasore 

849) The National Deworming Day is observed two 
times in a year on which dates? Feb 10 and 
August 10 

850) Which UN agency supports the celebration of the 
World Pulses Day on Feb 10? Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

851) The Unani Day is celebrated every year on Feb 11 
to mark the birth anniversary of Hakim _________  
________:  Ajmal Khan 

852) The Unani medicine is based on the philosophy 
of which Greek thinker? Hippocrates 

853) ISRO has tied up with which digital mapping and 
location-based deep-tech company to offer a 
fully indigenous, mapping portal and related 
geospatial services? MapmyIndia 

854) Which national day is observed on Feb 12 to 
commemorate the establishment of a council on 
this day in 1958, based on its name?  National 
Productivity Day 

855) What is the three pronged theme for this year’s 
World Radio Day? Evolution, Innovation, 
Connection 

856) India celebrates National Women's Day on Feb 
13 to commemorate the birthday of which great 
Indian woman?  Sarojini Naidu 

857) What was the popular sobriquet attributed to 
Sarojini Naidu? Bharat Kokila 

858) Union Minister Nitin Gadkari launched the 
country's first CNG tractor on Feb 12.  What is 
CNG? Compressed Natural Gas 

859) The Tamil film “Koozhangal” won “Tiger” award 
for the best film at the 50th edition of the 
_____________ International Film Festival: 
Rotterdam 

860) The Export-Import Bank of India has approved a 
$400 million credit a mega connectivity project 
in which country? Maldives 

861) Which country conducted a successful training 
launch of the surface to surface ballistic cruise 
missile ‘Babur’?  Pakistan 

862) Mario Draghi has been sworn in as the new 
Prime Minister of which European country? 
Italy  

863) The World Bankapproved a $100 million 
support for CHIRAAG project in which state? 
Chhattisgarh 

864) Indian Army placed an order for 118 
indigenously manufactured Arjun Mark 1-A 
tanks. What is its popular name?  Hunter Killer 

865) Arjun Mark 1-A tanks are built at the Indian 
Ordnance Factory’s production facility at which 
place? Avadi, Chennai 

866) The Indian National Congress named which 
party veteran as the Leader of Opposition in the 
Rajya Sabha?  Mallikarjun Kharge 

867) Who has been selected as the new Director 
General of the International Solar Alliance?  Dr. 
Ajay Mathur 

868) Who became the first player in the 143-year 
history of Test cricket to take 200 wickets 
against left-handed batsmen?  Ravichandran 
Ashwin 

869) RBI formed a committee headed by ____________ 
for drawing a vision document to strengthen 
urban co-operative banks: N S Vishwanathan 

870) Who has been named as the new Director 
General of the World Trade Organisation?  Ngozi 
Okonjo- Iweala 

871) Which state launched the ‘Free Gift Milk to Girl 
Students’ initiative? Sikkim 

872) Dr. Kiran Bedi, former IPS Officer has been 
removed from the post of Lieutenant Governor 
of which UT?  Puducherry 

873) Which State’s Chief Minister has been honoured 
with the Skoch Chief Minister of the Year Award? 
Andhra Pradesh 

874) Who is the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh? Y. 
S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 

875) In which state at least 51 persons, including 20 
women, were killed when a bus skidded off the 
road and plunged into a canal? Madhya Pradesh 

876) The government launched an online portal 
_________ to offer civil services  in 62 Cantonments 
Boards across the country: e-Chhawani 

877) The Indian Navy got its third indigenously built 
Scorpene Submarine on Feb 15. What is its 
name? INS Karanj 

878)  Name the former Governor of Bihar and 
Jharkhand and eminent jurist, who passed away 
on February 16 in Bengaluru:   Justice (Retd) M 
Rama Jois 

879) At which place three fossils of the world’s 
earliest known living animal- the 550 million 
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years old Dickinsonia- have been discovered by 
the researchers? Bhimbetka rock shelters, 
Madhya Pradesh 

880) In which US state millions of people suffered in 
extreme cold as a severe winter storm snapped 
electricity supply?  Texas 

881) Which country hosted a virtual health secretary-
level meeting with other SAARC countries on 
February 18 to discuss the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis? India 

882) The Union Cabinet   approved the signing of 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and 
Partnership Agreement (CECPA) with which 
country? Mauritius 

883) The Ministry of Education has decided to name 
residential schools and hostels funded under 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan as _______ : Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose residential schools and 
hostels 

884) The Food and Agriculture Organization and the 
Arbor Day Foundation have recognized 
____________ as a 2020 Tree City of World: 
Hyderabad 

885) The American space agency NASA successfully 
landed its  fifth rover named  __________ on Mars 
on Feb 18:  Perseverance 

886)  Who won her second women’s national title at 
the 82nd Senior National Table Tennis 
Championships? Manika Batra 

887) The National Informatics Centre has launched an 
instant messaging platform called _________ : 
Sandes 

888) The Exim Bank extended a line of credit (LOC) 
of $15 million to which country for improving 
potable water facilities? Sierra Leone 

JANUARY 2021 

889) India’s first ever driverless train operations 
were flagged off on ________ Metro’s Magenta 
Line: Delhi 

890) Indian and Vietnamese Navy concluded the two-
day naval passage exercise on Dec 26-27 in 
which area?  South China Sea 

891) Which Football player won the FIFA Player of the 
Century Award?  Cristiano Ronaldo of 
Portugal 

892) NITI Aayog launched India’s first Digital Asset 
Management and Storage platform, called 
_________:  ‘DigiBoxx’ 

893) Who won the Sir Garfield Sobers Award for ICC 
Male Cricketer of the Decade?  Virat Kohli 

894) Who won the Rachael Heyhoe-Flint Award for 
ICC Female Cricketer of the Decade?   Ellyse 
Perry (Australia) 

895) India's first hot air balloon safari in a tiger 
reserve was launched on December 25 in which 

national park?  Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, 
Madhya Pradesh 

896) Which Municipal Corporation has been 
announced as the best performing civic body in 
India?   Greater Visakhapatnam Municipal 
Corporation, Andhra Pradesh 

897) The International Day of Epidemic Preparedness 
is observed every year on ____ day of December:  
27th 

898) The India Meteorological Department opened its 
highest Meteorological Centre located at 3,500 
metres above sea level at which place?  Leh, 
Ladakh 

899) ____________ has become the first wrestler of the 
country to win silver at the Individual Wrestling 
World Cup in Belgrade, Serbia:  Anshu Malik 

900) Name the French fashion king who made his 
name by selling designer clothes to the masses, 
who died aged 98:  Pierre Cardin 

901) As per an international report which country 
suffered maximum loss of lives in the world due 
to climate change-triggered events in 2020?  
India 

902) Which is the world’s largest vaccine 
manufacturer by doses? Serum Institute of 
India, Pune 

903) What is the name of India’s first indigenously 
developed pneumococcal vaccine?  Pneumosil 

904) Government launched which portal and mobile 
app to connect with Indian Diaspora across the 
world? The Global Pravasi Rishta 

905) The government has approved the export of 
which indigenously built missile system?Akash 

906) The entire state of ____________ was declared a 
disturbed area for another six more months from 
Dec 30:  Nagaland 

907) What is the name of India’s first indigenously 
designed and developed Air Dropped Container?  
SAHAYAK-NG 

908) Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, 1985 batch IPS officer 
has been appointed the Director General of 
which para-military force?  Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF) 

909) Winner of the Scientist of the Year Award,senior 
scientist Hemant Kumar Pandey hails from 
which apex organization?  DRDO 

910) Who has been elected as the youngest mayor of 
India in the Thiruvananthapuram Corporation, 
Kerala?  Arya Rajendran 

911) Which F1 driver has been honoured with the 
Knighthood in Britain?  Lewis Hamilton 

912) Country’s first Pollinator Park was thrown open 
to the public in _____________  in Uttarakhand:  
Haldwani 

913) Who has been appointed as the new Railway 
Board Chairman and CEO?  Suneet Sharma 
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914) The AsianDevelopment Bank cleared a $ 231 
million loan to augment electricity generation 
capacity in which state?  Assam 

915) Name the veteran Congress leader and former 
Union home minister who passed away at AIIMS, 
New Delhi:  Buta Singh 

916) Winner of Eminent Engineer Award-2020, V.K. 
Yadav, is Chairman & CEO of which apex 
organization?   Railway Board 

917) Which is the first private company to 
successfully test-fire the technology 
demonstration version of their solid fuelled 
propulsion rocket motor?  Skyroot Aerospace, 
Hyderabad 

918) What is the name of India’s first private sector 
solid fuelled propulsion rocket motor? Kalam-5 

919) Which apex organisation has unveiled an e-
commerce portal — eKhadiIndia.com?  Khadi 
and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 

920) World Braille Day is celebrated on Jan 4 to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of which 
great personality?  Louis Braille 

921) How many convex dots are used in the Braille 
language that forms all the letters and symbols?  
Six 

922) The Reserve Bank of India launched 
_________________ Index to measure the extent of 
digitisation of payments in India:  Digital 
Payments 

923) Which billionaire has zoomed to the second spot 
in the Bloomberg Billionaires Index-2021?  Elon 
Musk 

924) Billionaire Elon Musk is associated with which 
business? Tesla Motors, USA 

925) A 450-km natural gas pipeline between ________ in 
Kerala and Mangaluru in Karnataka, was 
inaugurated on Jan 5:  Kochi 

926) The National Metrology Conclave 2021 was 
organised by the CSIR &National Physical 
Laboratory. Metrology is associated with which 
field? Weight and measures 

927) Alexander Ellis has been appointed as the new 
British High Commissioner to which country?  
India 

928) India’s 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica 
was launched from _______ on Jan 4:  Goa 

929) Which Bank raised $1-billion through a ten year 
bond issue to provide support to overseas Indian 
projects and investment?  EXIM Bank 

930) The Reserve Bank operationalised its Payments 
Infrastructure Development Fund on Dec 5 for 
what purpose? For promoting digital 
payments 

931) The Asian Development Banksanctioned a $100 
million loan to modernise and upgrade the 

power distribution system in which city?  
Bengaluru city 

932) The World Bank approved a $105 million project 
support to improve inland waterways in which 
state?  West Bengal 

933) The World Meteorological Organisation, Geneva 
awarded the status of the “Centennial Observing 
Station” to which Meteorological Centre in India?  
Patna 

934) Which special force inducted the first batch of 
over 100 women calamity combatants and 
rescuers?  National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) 

935) Headquarters of the Exim Bank are located in 
which city?  Mumbai 

936) World’s largest solar energy project of 600 MW 
is being set up in the backwaters of 
Omkareshwar dam on___________ River:  
Narmada 

937) Omkareshwar dam project is located in which 
state? Madhya Pradesh 

938) Which global Bank approved a $105 million 
project support to improve inland waterways in 
West Bengal?  The World Bank 

939) The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), 
Geneva awarded the status of the “Centennial 
Observing Station” to which Indian 
Meteorological Centre?  Patna 

940) What is the name of the inter-ministerial venture 
launched to conceptualize innovative toys based 
on the Indian value system?  Toycathon 

941) RBI has made use of the Legal Entity Identifiers-
LEI mandatory for all fund transfers worth Rs. 
_____:  50crore and above 

942) LEI is a unique identification code comprising of 
____ digits:  20 

943) Which organization brings out the Global 
Economic Prospects Report?  World Bank 

944) Faustin-Archange Touadera has been re-elected 
as the President of Central __________ Republic:  
African 

945) World Day of War Orphans is observed on which 
day of January?  6th 

946) What is the cash prize given in the National 
Florence Nightingale Award?  Rs. 50,000 

947) As per the data released by the National 
Statistical Office (NSO) on Jan 7, India’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) is expected to contract 
by _________ % in fiscal 2020-21:  7.7 

948) The NewDevelopment Bank, Shanghai signed 
loan agreements worth $646 million with the 
Government of India for two road projects in 
which Indian State?  Andhra Pradesh 

949) Which is the first urban co-operative bank in 
India to receive a license from RBI to operate as 
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a Small Finance Bank?  The Shivalik Mercantile 
Co-operative Bank, Saharanpur 

950) Claire Polosak scripted history on Jan 7 by 
becoming the first female ___________ in the 144 
year old history of men's Test matches:  Match 
official 

951) Claire Polosak hails from which country?  
Australia 

952) Hundreds of President Donald Trump's 
supporters stormed which building on Jan 6 in a 
stunning bid to overturn his election defeat?  US 
Capitol 

953) Celebration of Pravasi Bharatiya Divas on 
January 9 marks the return of Mahatma Gandhi 
in 1915 from which country?  South Africa 

954) World Hindi Day is observed on January 10 to 
mark the holding of which event for the first time 
in 1975?  World Hindi Conference 

955) The National Hindi Diwas is observed on which 
date?  Sep 14 

956) Who was the Chief Guest for the celebrations of 
this year’s PravasiBharatiya Divas? 
Chandrikapersad Santokhi 

957) Who is Sh.Chandrikapersad Santokhi?  
President of Suriname 

958) What was the theme of this year’s Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas?  Contributing to 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat 

959) Indian Navy coordinated the second edition of 
the largest coastal defence exercise named 
____________ : Sea Vigil-21 

960) Naval defence exercise Sea Vigil-21 was 
conducted at which place?  All along the Indian 
coast and EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) 

961) EEZ is an area of the sea in which a sovereign 
state has special rights regarding the exploration 
and use of marine resources.  It extends up to 
what limit:  200 nautical miles (370.4 km) 

962) Which organization has offered to adopt one 
hundred Atal Tinkering Labs to promote Space 
Education and related innovations for school 
students?  Indian Space Research 
Organisation, ISRO 

963) Which organization looks after the functioning of 
Atal Tinkering Labs?  NITI Aayog 

964) National Youth Day is observed on January 12to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of which 
great personality?  Swami Vivekananda 

965) What was the original of Swami Vivekananda?  
Narendra Nath Datta 

966) Who was the Guru of of Swami Vivekananda?  
Ramakrishna Paramhansa 

967) The Henley’s passport index has retained 
____________  on top of passport rankings among 
199 passports of the world:  Japan 

968) The Indian passport was placed at which rank in 
the Henley’s Passport Index?85 

969) Four times Chief Minister of Gujarat and two 
times union minister from Gujarat passed away 
on Jan 9. Who was he?  Madhavsinh Solanki 

970) The Cherry Blossom Mao Festival was held on 
Jan 9 in Mao town of Senapati district of which 
state?  Manipur 

971) Government has approved procurement of 83 
Tejas LCA worth about Rs 48,000 crore.  What is 
LCA?  Light Combat Aircraft 

972) Which company will supply 83 Tejas LCA to 
Indian Air Force?  Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited, Bengaluru 

973) Makar Sankranti is celebrated by which name in 
Gujarat?Uttarayan 

974) State of Assam celebrates Makar Sankranti in the 
form of which festival?  Magh Bihu 

975) India’s first ever ice climbing festival was held in 
Nubra valley in which place?  Leh, Ladakh 

976) According to a recent government survey, 
Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary and Great Himalayan 
National Park were declared the best. They are 
in which place?  Kullu, HP 

977) Which country organised the fourth ‘One Planet 
Summit’, through video conferencing on January 
11?  France 

978) SadyrJaparov,  former Prime Minister of 
______________ has been elected as the new 
President of the country:  Kyrgyzstan 

979) Which National Day is celebrated on Jan 15 to 
mark the taking over of command of Indian 
Army by then Lt Gen K M Cariappa, the first 
Indian Commander-in-Chief?  Army Day 

980) Archaeologists have discovered the world’s 
oldest known cave art, some 45,500 years old, in 
which country?  Indonesia 

981) The Reserve Bank has set up a working group 
headed by Jayant Kumar Dash, Executive 
Director, RBI for what purpose?  To review the 
functioning of digital lending 

982) As per the International Migration Report 2020 
released by the UN's Population Division,  
__________ has the world's largest Diaspora:  India 

983) Which country is host to the largest number of 
migrants in the world?  USA 

984) What is the name of the India’s first indigenous 
9mm machine pistol developed by DRDO? Asmi 

985) Which Indian ministry won the SKOCH 
Challenger Award for outstanding performance 
in e-Governance?  Ministry of Tribal Affairs
  

986) International Film Festival of India (IFFI) opened 
on 16th January in Goa. It was which edition of 
the festival?  51st 
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987) Who was the head of the jury at the 51st IFFI?  
Pablo Cesar of Argentina 

988) Which was the country of focus at the 51st IFFI?  
Bangladesh 

989) To spur entrepreneurship across the Nation, the 
government announced Startup India Seed Fund 
Scheme with a corpus of Rs.________ crore:  1,000 

990) A unicorn startup is one with a valuation of 
____________ dollar and above:  One billion 

991) In Indonesia  a powerful earthquake 
rocked  ____________ island, killing at least 92 
people:  Sulawesi 

992) Who was the renowned Indian classical musician 
of Rampur-Sahaswan Gharana who breathed his 
last at his Mumbai residence on Jan 17?  Ustad 
Mustafa Khan 

993) Ustad Mustafa Khan was honoured with which of 
the national Awards - Padma Shri, Padma 
Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan?  All three 

994) What does letter ‘R’stands for in the abbreviation 
PCRA?  Research 

995) What is the name of the one month long 
awareness campaign launched by the PCRA on 
Jan16?  SAKSHAM 

996) The Department of Science and Technology, 
Government of India, opened which portal to the 
general public?  National Innovation Portal 

997) ICICI Bank has tied up with Niyo to issue prepaid 
cards ‘ICICI Bank Niyo Bharat Payroll Card’ to 
which segment of customers?  The blue collar 
workers of MSMEs 

998) What is the name of the bike ambulances 
launched by the DRDO for the CRPF? Rakshita 

999) Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry has 
announced that India's new Foreign Trade Policy 
will come into effect from April 1, 2021 for which 
period?  2021 to 26 

1000) The new Foreign Trade Policy aims to make 
India a $______ trillion economy by boosting 
exports:  Five 

1001) President of which African country scored a 
decisive election victory in third week of January 
to win a record sixth term as the 
President?Uganda 

1002) Who has won the sixth term as President in 
Uganda?  Yoweri Museveni 

1003) Which city hosted the Yonex Thailand Open – 
2021 Badminton Tournament?  Bangkok 

1004) India’s first Labour Movement Museum is to be 
launched in ___________ in Kerala:  Alappuzha 

1005) Indian Air Force and French Air and Space 
Force conducted a five day (Jan 20 to 24) 
bilateral Air exercise at which place?  Air Force 
Station, Jodhpur 

1006) What was the name of the 5 day joint Indo-
French air exercise held in Jodhpur?  Ex Desert 
Knight-21 

1007) Dr. V. Shanta, the world renowned__________ 
passed away due to brief illness in Chennai:  
Oncologist 

1008) An oncologist specializes in which field of 
medicine?  Cancer treatment 

1009) India created history by winning series against 
Australia.  Where was the fourth and final match 
played?  Brisbane 

1010) Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank was recently felicitated with which 
international honour in literature?  Canada 
Sahitya Gaurav 

1011) The 850 MW Ratle Hydro Electric Project is to be 
built on which river?  Chenab 

1012) The Ratle Hydro Electric Project is to be built in 
which state/UT?  J&K 

1013) NITI Aayog released the second edition of the 
India Innovation Index-2020. Which major state 
topped the index?  Karnataka 

1014) Which small state or UT stood first in the India 
Innovation Index-2020?  Delhi 

1015) Which state topped the India Innovation Index-
2020 in the North East and Hill States category?  
Himachal Pradesh 

1016) Indian Defence Forces conducted which joint 
exercise in the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal 
to explore the synergy of all the four forces?  
Exercise Kavach 

1017) The first phase of the pan-India roll out of the 
COVID-19 vaccination drive was launched on 
which date?  January 16 

1018) What is the name of the covid vaccine developed 
and produced indigenously in India?  Covaxin 

1019) What is the name of the covid vaccine being 
produced in India by the Serum Institute of India, 
Pune?  Covishield 

1020) Covishield vaccine has been developed by 
whom?  University of Oxford and AstraZeneca 

1021) Which mobile app has been developed by the 
Central government to ensure smooth 
implementation of Covid vaccination across the 
country?  CoWIN 

1022) Joe Biden was sworn in as the _____ President of 
USA on Jan 20: 46th 

1023) New US President has declared that the USA will 
re-join international organization ______:  WHO – 
World Health Organisation 

1024) USA has announced that it will not boycott the 
_____________ Accord:  Paris Climate 

1025) India’s first ever Winter Sports Festival was held 
under the Khelo India initiative at which place?  
Zanskar in district Kargil of Ladakh 
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1026) Name the Indian who won the 2021 Michael and 
Sheila Held Prize given for outstanding and 
innovative research in mathematics:  Nikhil 
Srivastava 

1027) Government has decided to celebrate Jan 23, 
birthday of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as which 
national day?  Parakram  Diwas 

1028) Indian Railways has decided to rename one of its 
oldest trains -- Howrah-Kalka Mail.  What’s the 
new name?  Netaji Express 

1029) Airtel Payments Bank launched which new 
innovative feature to protect Airtel customers 
from the growing incidents of online payment 
frauds? Airtel SafePay 

1030) Which ministry announced the establishment of 
a first of its kind Quantum Computing 
Applications Lab in India?  Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology 

1031) Quantum Computing Applications Lab will be 
established with technical collaboration with 
which global tech venture?   Amazon Web 
Services 

1032) The Reserve Bank declared the continuation of 
the D-SIB (Domestic Systemically Important 
Banks) status for which three Indian Banks for 
the year 2020?  ICICI Bank, State Bank of India 
and HDFC Bank 

1033) Global Firepower ranked India at which rank in 
terms of Military Strength? Fourth 

1034) What is Pakistan’s rank in the Military Strength 
Ranking released by the Global Firepower?  
Tenth 

1035) India celebrates National Girl Child Day on which 
date?  January 24 

1036) The International Day of Girl Child is observed 
on which date?  October 11 

1037) Which day of January is celebrated as the 
International Day of Education?  24th 

1038) In India which day has been selected to be 
observed as the National Education Day?  
November 11 

1039) The Election Commission of India came into 
existence on Jan 25, 1950. Which national day is 
observed to commemorate this day?  National 
Voters Day 

1040) Internationally, World Leprosy Day is observed 
on which day?  Last Sunday of January 

1041) Leprosy is also known as _________ disease:  
Hansen’s 

1042) Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated on Jan 31 in 
1948.  This day is nationally observed as which 
day?  Martyrs Day/Anti Leprosy Day 

1043) The Commonwealth of Cricketis a recent book 
written by whom?Ramchandra Guha 

1044) What is the title of the recent novel authored by 
Rachel Hawkins?  The Wife Upstairs 

1045) Gazing Eastwardsis a book written by which 
noted historian?  Romila Thapar 

1046) What is the title of the recent book written by S 
Y Quraishi, former CEC of India?  The 
Population Myth: Islam, Family Planning and 
Politics in India 

1047) According to the annual World Cooperative 
Monitor Report, 2020, which Indian cooperative 
ranked number one in terms of ratio of turnover 
over the per capita GDP?  IFFCO-- Indian 
Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd. 

1048) Which cooperative has been declared as the 
biggest cooperative in the world in terms of 
annual turnover?  Groupe Crédit Agricole of 
France 

1049) Name the popular iconic bhajan singer from 
Amritsar who passed away in New Delhi: 
Narendra Chanchal 

1050) DRDO successfully conducted a captive and 
release trial of indigenously developed SAAW 
from Hawk-i aircraft. Expand the term SAAW:  
Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon 

1051) The government has raised the authorised 
capital of which Bank to Rs.10,000 crore from Rs. 
3,000 crore at present?  Punjab & Sind Bank 

1052) Bharat Dynamics Ltd. Hyderabad handed over 
its first Heavy Weight Torpedo to the Indian 
Navy.  What is its name?  Varunastra 

1053) What is the strike range of Varunastra?  40 kms 

1054) Recently, a bioluminescent or light emitting 
variety of mushroom has been discovered in 
forests of which state?  Meghalaya 

1055) International Day For The Elimination Of 
Violence Against Women is celebrated on which 
day?  November 25 

1056) National Milk Day is observed on Nov 26 to mark 
the birth anniversary of which great pioneer of 
milk industry?   Dr. Verghese Kurien 

1057) World Milk Day is observed around the world on 
which date? June 01. 

1058) The Constitution Day celebrated on Nov 26 is 
also known as __________ Day:  National Law Day 

1059) Which national day is observed on Nov 27 to 
promote organ donation?  Indian Organ 
Donation Day 

1060) Name the Congress veteran and AICC treasurer 
who passed away on Nov 25:  Ahmed Patel 

1061) The 2020 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Economic Leaders’ Meeting was held on 
Nov 20 under the Chairmanship of  Prime 
Minister of which country?  Malaysia 

1062) Which country will host APEC summit in 2021?  
New Zealand 

1063) Name the strong tropical cyclone from the south 
west Bay of Bengal which crossed the  Tamil 
Nadu-Puducherry coasts on Nov 25:  Nivar 
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1064) World Heritage Weekis celebrated every year 
from Nov 19-25 with the support of which UN 
agency?  UNESCO 

1065) Name the Argentinean football legend who 
passed away on Nov25: Diego Maradona 

1066) Who has been elected as the new independent 
chairman of the International Cricket Council 
(ICC), Dubai?  Greg Barclay 

1067) Which web series has become first from India to 
win the Best Drama Series award at the 48th 
International Emmy Awards, 2020?  Delhi 
Crime 

1068) Which film has been selected as India's official 
entry for the 93rd Academy Awards - Oscarsin 
the foreign-language film category? Jallikattu 

1069) Jallikattu film has been made in which language?  
Malyalam 

1070) Which Tiger Reserve in Uttar Pradesh bagged the 
international award TX2?   Pilibhit Tiger 
Reserve 

1071) Pilibhit Tiger Reserve won the TX2 award for 
which achievement? For more than doubling 
the number of tigers in the past four years, 
from 25 to 65. 

1072) The 10th edition of the prestigious National 
Science Film Festival was held from 24 to 27 
November with association of which state?  
Tripura 

1073) In which country Dr. Gaurav Sharma, Member of 
Parliament (MP) created history by becoming 
the first Indian-origin parliamentarian to take 
oath in Sanskrit language on foreign land?  New 
Zealand 

1074) Faqir Chand Kohli passed away due to a heart 
attack on November 26 at his residence in 
Mumbai. He was known as the “Father of ______ 
Industry”:  IT 

1075) Faqir Chand Kohli was the first CEO of which 
major IT company?  TCS – Tata Consultancy 
Services 

1076) According to data by the NSO on Nov 27, the 
Indian economy contracted by ____ per cent in the 
quarter ending Sep 30:  7.5 

1077) Which country has been ranked at the top in the 
final rankings list for 2020, released by FIFA on 
November 27?  Belgium 

1078) Russia has selected which Indian drug company 
to manufacture Sputnik V Corona vaccine in 
India?  Hetero Drugs, Hyderabad 

1079) Govt has approved the construction of the Song 
Dam Drinking Water Project worth Rs 1100 
crore in which state?  Uttarakhand 

1080) Roch Marc Christian Kabore has been re-elected 
as the President of Burkina Faso, a small 
landlocked country in _____________ ?  Western 
Africa 

1081) Cambridge Dictionary has named __________ as 
Word of the Year 2020:  ‘Quarantine’ 

1082) Which Indian short film has been selected as 
India's official entry at the 93rd Academy 
Awards (Oscars)in the 'Live Action Short Film' 
category?  Shameless 

1083) Who from India chaired the 19th meeting of SCO 
Council of Heads of Government Meeting in 
virtual format?  Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu 

1084) How many countries are the members of SCO?  
Eight 

1085) Who is the Secretary General of SCO?  Valadimir 
Norov 

1086) A commemorative coin of Rs. 100 was released 
to mark the centennial foundation day of which 
university? University of Lucknow 

1087) MQ-9B Sea Guardian, unarmed version of the 
deadly Predator series was recently inducted 
into Indian Navy. What it is?  Drone 

1088) Which country has supplied MQ-9B Sea 
Guardian drone to India?  USA 

1089) Where in India the largest Solar Project is being 
set up at a high altitude place?  Air Force 
Station, Leh. 

1090) Which bank became the first bank in India to 
cross Rs. 8 trillion in market capitalization?  
HDFC Bank 

1091) The first coal-based power plant of Arab Gulf 
countries is being developed in Saih Shuaib, in 
which country?  UAE 

1092) Which batsman recently created a new record 
for becoming the fastest batsman to complete 
22,000 runs?  Virat Kohli 

1093) December 1 is observed as the World AIDS Day.  
Which virus causes AIDS?  HIV - human 
immunodeficiency virus 

1094) RBI has increased the timings for RTGS 
transactions wef Dec 14, 2020. What are the new 
timings?  24X7 – round the clock – all the days 

1095) During April-September 2020, India attracted 
highest amount of FDI from which country?  
Singapore 

1096) India's first indigenously developed 100 Octane 
premium petrol was launched recently under 
which brand name? XP-100 

1097) Which public sector oil marketing company has 
launched XP_100 petrol?  Indian Oil 
Corporation Limited 

1098) ____________ become the first country in the world 
to approve the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus 
vaccine:  Britain 

1099) Nongpok Sekmai police station has been chosen 
as the best performing Police Station in the 
country.  It is in which state?  Manipur 
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1100) The Reserve Bank has asked which Bank to 
temporarily stop all launches of the 'Digital 
Business generating activities’?  HDFC Bank 

1101) India's spice king and a noted philanthropist, 
owner of MDH spices, passed away on Dec 3. 
What was his name?  Mahashay Dharampal 
Gulati 

1102) What is the full form of MDH?  Mahashian di 
Hatti 

1103) Researchers at which university have created 
the world’s smallest memory device:  University 
of Texas, USA 

1104) International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 
also called World Disability Day is observed on 
which date?  December 3 

1105) December 2is observed as the National Pollution 
Control Day.  It is associated with which big 
industrial disaster?  Bhopal Gas Tragedy, Dec 
2-3, 1984 

1106) What was the name of the highly poisonous gas 
leakage of which in Bhopal claimed over 6,000 
lives in 1984?  Methyl Iso-cyanate – MIC 

1107) Utpal Kumar Singh has been appointed as 
____________ of Lok Sabha with effect from 1 
December:  Secretary-General 

1108) Who appoints the Secretary-General of Lok 
Sabha?  Lok Sabha Speaker 

1109) The 21st edition of the famous Hornbill Festival 
was held in virtual mode in which state?  
Nagaland 

1110) According to US Air Quality Index`s data released 
on Dec 1, _________ is the most polluted city in the 
world:  Lahore 

1111) As per the Global Terrorism Index 2020, ________ 
is the most impacted country by terrorism, for 
the second year in a row:  Afghanistan 

1112) What was India’s rank as per the Global 
Terrorism Index 2020?  8th 

1113) Merriam-Webster, America's most trusted 
online dictionary announced __________ as its 
2020 word of the year:  Pandemic 

1114) World Computer Literacy Day is celebrated 
around the world on which date?  December 2 

1115) Government has announced launch of a luxury 
cruise tour based on the epic Ramayana, on 
which river?  Saryu 

1116) Severe cyclonic storm Nivar made landfall early 
on Dec 3 at Marakkanam in which state?  Tamil 
Nadu 

1117) Which national day is observed on Dec 4 to mark 
the fierce attack by Indian Navy on Karachi 
harbour?  National/Indian Navy Day 
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