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Foreword
For the last few months, 
I have been looking back 
on Metaphor’s journey 
with a sense of nostalgia. 
I guess it’s one of the 
side effects of the phase 
we’re all in right now. 
The pandemic has given 
all of us some `me time’ 
which invariably brings 
up many memories. 
Some fond and some 
that are best left behind. 

For us at Metaphor, 
the memories 
comprise a bag full of 
accomplishments that 
have evolved over the 
years. One aspect that 
has remained constant 
is our clients’ trust in us. I 
think one of the reasons 
for that unwavering 
faith in our abilities is 
the fact that we have 
always believed in 
delivering what’s needed 
by our clients at any 
cost while responding 

to sensibilities. Once 
we accept a project, we 
don’t give up without a 
logical conclusion.

Our intent is to relish the 
professional pleasure of 
manifesting design jobs 
which not only challenge 
our capability but also 
give us the pleasure of 
being useful & helpful to 
our clients. The biggest 
high for us is the delight 
we see in our clients 
when we complete their 
job by overcoming the 
design challenges along 
the way. Those high-fives 
from happy clients make 
us an integral part of 
their ecosystem thereby 
building stronger 
relationships. It gives 
us immense joy when 
they include us in their 
families and calls us for 
every small addition 
in their homes with 
absolute confidence.

We take up a job only when 
there’s a relationship of mutual 
respect and we assume 
responsibility to fill the gaps 
of responsible execution. If the 
client has an alternative who 
is apt, we always encourage 
them to take that route. We 
never compete for a job. 
We offer our services only 
when they approach us and 
also when we believe that 
we can offer the best. We 
remain eternally grateful to 
every client of ours who have 
provided us with that rush. 
As we move along the path 
of Responsible Luxury, we’re 
looking forward to being a part 
of larger communities who 
also believe in manifesting 
Eco-Habitats.

Vijaya Durga Adigopula
Founder

 The challenges that crop up during the 
execution of a project motivate us to rise 

above them and we enjoy that 
adrenaline rush. 
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Let’s take a walk down the memory lanes of 
Metaphor’s design journey when we designed 
the office space for celebrated film director Puri 
Jagannath. This story dates back to more than a 
decade when he was a budding director with a few 
hits to his credit. He was in need of a temporary office 
space for three years for his client meetings, story 
discussions, photoshoots and other interactions. 

Space on the wall for natural lighting to pass through

It was a small project with a minimal budget and time frame. Yet, we wanted to deliver 
something that resonates with his spirit and aspirations within the set budget and other 
parameters. The plot was located in one of the residential areas of Jubilee Hills and thankfully, 
there was plenty of greenery and natural light. Taking advantage of this, we planned the 
structure as white and bright that allows natural light to flow in from all corners, which turned 
into an essential character of the interior design. 
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To manifest his dream 
into reality, our designers 
brainstormed and came 
up with solutions that 
were minimalistic in 
the idea but absolutely 
captivating and useful. 
There were several 
elements that enhanced 
the overall theme and 
spirit; be it the simple 
wall paints or the 
furniture. To highlight 
one of these elements, 
some of the walls were 
adorned with quotes 
and lines, which not 
only enriched the walls 
but also upped the uber 
glam quotient of the 
rooms. 

Photoshoot/media interaction space
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Being frugal is always a 
challenge for any designer, 
especially for a design-
build firm like ours. That 
being said, challenges 
like these make us more 
innovative and artistic 
with our ideas. Here, we 
got the furniture made 
at the site with skilled 
craftsmen. And since it 
was a filmmaker’s office, 
a theatre room was 
inevitable. To bring down 
the cost, our designers 
planned seating with 
masonry and cushions 
inside the theatre room. 

The director’s office
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With the profound 
work of our experts, we 
could accomplish this 
dream space in a span 
of 6 months within 
the stipulated budget. 
Ultimately when Vaishno 
Academy took shape, the 
client was spellbound and 
it served well for more 
than 7 years than its initial 
expected lifespan. 

So, yes, we believe that 
being ‘Frugal’ can also be 
a design approach with 
the right expertise at 
hand. 
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CAN NATURAL PONDS BE A HEALTHY AND 
SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE? 

Those who spent an eventful childhood in a village would surely be able to recollect the 
memories of swimming and playing in freshwater ponds, streams or rivulets. The joy of 
swimming along with the fish, the refreshing feeling, become beautiful memories to 
cherish for the rest of our lives. 
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With passing time, we were able to retain the concept of swimming pools but somehow 

couldn’t bring back the experience of old days. Everything seems artificial and mechanical in 

and around the pools. 

However, there are possibilities and technologies that can serve the purpose without losing 
the spirit of the experience of Natural Ponds. Natural swimming pools are nothing but the 
replication of village freshwater ponds or streams that can retain life in them, rather a living 
aquatic system. As you can observe, in the natural system there is no mechanical or technical 
method to maintain the water quality and yet they remain pure and pristine. Thanks to the 
aquatic flora and fauna which help in balancing this water quality. Natural swimming pools 
are designed with the same inspiration in order to avoid the need for chemical substances, to 
maintain water quality and to provide a fresh and live aquatic system.  
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The methodology or technique of natural 
swimming pools are in use in many parts of 
the world, majorly Europe and some parts 
of America, for the last 20 to 30 years. For 
varying reasons, we don’t have many such 
pools in India. So we zeroed in on an expert 
from Bangalore, who is good at building 
bio-ponds and we challenged him to make 
it workable in one of our Directors, Nagesh 
Battula’s personal farm a few years back. This 
natural pool was functional and working fine 
with some minor troubles in the initial days 
and lasted long. Encouraged by this success, 
Organo aimed to make it commercially 
viable at a community level for which there 
was a bigger challenge for Metaphor to 
build it. 

At Metaphor, we contacted 
conventional swimming pool 
designers who were ready 
to explore the natural way of 
filtration. We then designed an 
entire pool in such a way that 
there is a regeneration area 
from where water would be 
pumped into the swimming 
zone. The water flowing into that 
regeneration zone is a natural 
pond set up with all aquatic flora 
and fauna.

This water passes first through 
a sand filter and then a biofilter 
and subsequently to avoid any 
kind of health or other issues, it 
finally passes through the UV 
filter as well. We executed this 
for the first time at a community 
level. 
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Our goal is to design and build bespoke 
homes that match the needs and personality 
of the owners’. Our work starts before the 
design, much before the pencil touches 
the paper. The first step to doing that is to 
understand each other better and to set 
expectations & goals.

Understanding you & your family

We believe that there is a strong 
connection between people and their 
living environment. By enquiring into & 
understanding different aspects of your 

family such as traits (sporting, professional-
working, cooking, dining, hosting, fashion, 
travelling), social profile, daily & weekend 
rituals, we can map your family’s spatio-
cultural & spatio-social characteristics. This 
study, in turn, becomes the foundation on 
which your home design is developed.

Understanding your routine, lifestyle & 
expectations

We believe your home should proactively 
respond to and meet the needs of your 
personal habits, behaviours, cultural values 

EMPATHIC DESIGN HOLDS THE KEY
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and routines. During this exercise, 
we identify the requirements and 
refine our understanding of your 
material, stylistic & functional 
preferences.

Why is this an important first 
step in our client engagement 
process?

Luxury homeowners and their 
families are highly engaged 
in their home design and 
construction process. Our job 
is to help facilitate dialogues 
amongst the various stakeholders, 
understand the common thread 
of intent, and create a set of 
solutions that meet the needs and 
aspirations of each of them.

In addition, luxury homes need to 
be highly personalised for every 
family. Each family is unlike any 
other. We understand that aspect 
and our designs & construction 
reflect the personality and spatial 
needs of each family.
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Dr. Chandrasekhar Reddy, 
a renowned Neurologist in 
Nizamabad, shares his thoughts 
on the Rurban Nest for them and 
the future generations. 

Urban crowd, busy schedules, never-
ending traffic, pollution, isolated lives, 
most of us could easily relate to many 
of these attributes of modern lifestyle 
whether we agree or not. While some 
enjoy this fast-paced city life, for many it 
is a different story altogether. There is a 
group of doctors from Nizamabad who 
share a similar experience of not wanting 
to be a part of this race. Let’s hear it from 
them on their expectations and vision for 
a better future. 

“A doctor’s life is always a busy one; 
anytime emergencies, long working 
hours, constant need of learning and 
many more. Yet, this is something that 
we choose for ourselves and we wish to 
pursue for the rest of our lives. But with 
time, many things changed around us, in 
our neighbourhood, in our lives, that we 
never wanted or asked for. The changing 
lifestyles, pollution, traffic, crowd, 
adulterated food, deteriorating health 
conditions, declining social relations, 
and many. 

The need to build 
Rurban Nest
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When I recollect my memories of childhood, it takes me back to those green days where we 
used to play on fields, get soaked in the purity of nature, and be socially active. I am afraid I 
could say the same would be the experience of my children. They live inside four walls amidst 
their gadgets in a virtual world thinking that rice is grown on a tree. 

This very thought about what we are leaving behind for the coming generations made us all 
concerned about the future. We are living in a decade where ‘Climate Change’ is not just a 
topic discussed in world forums. Rather, it started affecting our daily lives in different forms 
like increased temperature, floods, frequent cyclones, drought, heat & cold waves, pest attacks, 
and so many more. Our exploitation levels have reached such a height that now we have to go 
backwards and take steps to minimise the effects of the repercussions. Even the food that we 
eat or the water we drink is now rich in chemicals and adulterants. 

We were sure in our minds that we wanted a place to live where we can grow our food, that is 
more rooted in rural values, close to nature, and with some comforts of urban life. Kind of a best 
of both worlds. 

Luckily we got to know about the Organo Naandi community and the moment we saw it, we 
were convinced that this idea resonates with our vision in all ways. The Metaphor team is now 
manifesting our dream Rurban Nest into reality in Nizamabad under the mentorship of Organo.  
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ALL THE PHOTOS ARE FROM METAPHOR’S PROJECT

Making of the Club House at Naandi
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Making of the Club House at Naandi
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The Kitchen Stories
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18

Metaphor

October 202018 October 2020

The Kitchen Stories

ALL THE PHOTOS ARE FROM METAPHOR’S PROJECT



gautham@fhdgroup.in

www.metaphorinteriors.com /metaphorinteriorsindia

/Metaphorinteriors

/metaphorinteriors+91 99856 53333


