
Front Cover:  JP Defaut and John Sims at the 2021 All Brit Ride by Jeff Scott. 
Back Cover:  Jeff Ward and Amy Thigpen by Ethan Simpson.  He’s interested in shoot-
ing some studio photos of Velocette motorcycles if anyone in the Marin/Sonoma area is 
interested: ejsimpson@hotmail.com 
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Front Cover:  Blessing of the fleet? Blaise Descollonges, Jeff Scott, Lanora Cox and 
Adam Cecchini after successfully navigating through the fog and hurricane force wind 
on Highway 1 on day 2 of the 2022 VOCNA rally, by John Sims. 
Back Cover:  Dave Roper holds one of the pamphlets given out in the drawing at the 
Friday night AGM and Awards dinner.  photo by Blaise Descollonges. 

      Club dues $35 a year.  Membership runs 
      from January thru December.  Notices go  
      out by email in December to be paid by  
       January.  U.S. funds only. 
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Submissions for  
Fishtail West due  

last day of ODD Numbered Months. 
Next Deadline:  Sept 30, 2022 

This newsletter often features items from 
older motorcycle magazines, including 
photographs, drawings, cartoons etc.  
Where possible I acknowledge their 
source.  Often these items are often from 
"MotorCycle" and "MotorCycling", and 
the current copyright holders are Mor-
tons Motor Cycle Media.  I thank them 
for their use.

The views, opinions and technical tips 
expressed in this newsletter are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the position or policy of the 
editor or of any of the other VOCNA 
officers.

VOCNA CLUB OFFICERS 
elected July 2022 

Chairman:  chairman@velocette.org  
Paul d’Orléans  415 378 8787 
   2315 Broadway, San Francisco, CA 94115 
President:   cory.padula@gmail.com 
Cory Padula  778 908-1050 
   7432 Leary Cres. 
   Chilliwack, BC 
   Canada  V2R 3H4 
  
Treasurer:    stanco@gorge.net  
John Stanley  541 490-1293  
   PO Box 238, Hood River, OR 97031    
   
Membership Secretary: membership@velocette.org 
      Sarah Kolterman 619-248-4724 
   1612 East Avenue, Hayward, CA 94541 

Rally Purser:  skolterman@gmail.com   
   Sarah Kolterman 619-248-4724 
   1612 East Avenue, Hayward, CA 94541 

Webmaster:  webmaster@velocette.org  
   J.P. Defaut   
   
East. Canada VP: andrewhar2004@gmail.com 
   Andrew Harris 905 666-4041 
   48 Calais St. Whitby, Ontario, L1N 5M2 
Editor of Fishtail West editor@velocette.org  Lanoras@gmail.com 
   Lanora Cox  707 553-2909 
   1731 Alabama St.  Vallejo, CA 94590 
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Above:  Chairman Paul d’Orléans on his Triumph at the 2022 line up 
Chairman’s Chat 

Paul d’Orléans 7/2022 
 The first Velocette I ever laid eyes on became the first in my garage, on 
February 2nd 1987.  In the back of Munroe Motors sat a muddy 1966 Venom 
Endurance with a green Louisiana license plate dated 1973.  The unfortunate 
previous owner had caught the speedo cable with a loose rear hub nut, which 
yanked the handlebars sideways, the subsequent crash denting the headlamp 
and tacho and no doubt the owner’s pride, at which point the Endurance was 
parked with 3200 miles on the clock.  After an exchange of $636, and a few 
kicks with a finger pressing crocus cloth against the magneto slip ring, a sharp 
shock announced ‘she’s alive!’  Riding the Velo back to Munroe Motors that 
afternoon made them wary of selling me bikes on the cheap forever after. 
 I somehow learned of the VOCNA, and attended the Spring Opener in 
1988 on my girlfriend Denise Leitzel’s blue ’69 Venom Special.  Denise and I 
rode our first Summer Rally in ’89; by then a green 1966 Venom Thruxton – 
Courgette – had joined the stable.  We soon jointly took over the role of News-
letter Editor, and our first editorial included a quote from ‘Phishtail Phil’ 
Swartz, who’d written in a previous newsletter of a couple of ‘purple haired 
kids from San Francisco who’d found Velocettes, hopefully by buying them.’  
His comment was mostly in jest, but reflected the anxiety of club stalwarts at 
the arrival of a new generation of enthusiasts.  Sam Jowett was kind to include 
a private note in our newsletter apologizing for Phil’s joke, but he needn’t have, 
and both became a treasured friends. 

!3



 It was a shock to be nominated for 
President at the 1995 Summer Rally in 
Polson MT.  Taking the helm of the club 
ride meant a lot, as being President of any-
thing definitely changes one’s perspective, 
and it was deeply satisfying organize 7 
more Summer Rallies…although my lais-
sez- faire style drove Treasurer Sue Ray 
nuts the first few years.  Becoming 
Chairman of the VOCNA wasn’t actually 
my idea: as Shakespeare said, it was thrust 
upon me, by folks who feel it’s urgent to 
actively court younger members for the 
future of the club.  I’ve spent the past 12 
years working to inject youthful enthusi-
asm back into motorcycling as a whole, 
via magazines, books, fun exhibits, and 
events, and now it’s time to dig into my 
virtual rolodex to bring a love for Velo-
cettes to a younger generation of riders.  
That’s a tall order for any motorcycle 
club, all of which, including giants like the 

HOG, AMCA, and VMCC, are 
experiencing an aging mem-
bership, and asking existential 
questions about the future. 
 So, what’s the plan?  We’ve 
just made the Mellow Velo ral-
ly a bona fide club-sponsored 
event in October, and are ac-
tively researching venues suit-
able for a broader range of ac-
tivities, like a film night, some 
music, and even a spot of just-
for-fun track time.  John Sims 
suggests more frequent, infor-
mal, local rides.  We desperate-
ly need a VOCNA booth at 
events like the Quail Motorcy-
cle Gathering and at vintage 
racing events.  We also need to 
figure out how to get more rid-
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Above:  Emergency repairs that 
caused Paul d’Orléans to earn the 
Littering award.  Photo by Paul d’Or-
léans

Blaise Descollonges took the 
photo of the jubilant couple with 
the Littering award.



ers onto Velocettes, and that’s something most of us 
can help with, either by loaning bikes for a day (did 
you see the smile on newcomer Melissa Guerrero’s 
face as she rode Carl Greenlund’s MSS on the 
Rally?), or selling them to younger buyers with a few 
strings attached, like joining the club.  Discussions 
are ongoing; your thoughts are welcome!  Hit me at 
chairman@velocette.org. 
Right:  What a digital readout of a Velo day looked 
like.  by Sarah Kolterman  Below:  Melissa Guerrero 
on Blaise’s Thruxton.  photo by Paul d’Orléans 
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Ex-President John Sims says Sayonara 
 It’s been a good year putting the Little Bastard Rally together in Morro 
Bay.  I could not have done it without the special help from JP and Sarah, who 
came through with flying colors in guiding me through logistical issues for the 
rally. 
 JP was so excited about participating in the organization for the rally, that 
he forgot his wife had planned a trip to France and England on the same dates.  
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Needless to say, he was eating fabulous meals in boutique Paris and London 
restaurants wondering if he should have got a mild case of Covid and come on 
the rally.  At the risk of having his thing cut off, he made the wise choice and 
went with Mia and Huxley to Europe.  However, JP has redeemed himself with 
the club and has made a commitment to be president in 2024 in Colorado.  
 JP was particularly interested in the décor for the Annual General Meet-
ing and was insistent that we not have it in the backroom of the Veterans Hall 
like the BSA Club.  He wanted a “Snazzy & Swanky” place to have our AGM 
so that the members could dress up, eat well and party.  I think the Sunset Ter-
race at the Hotel worked out well with beautiful views of the Rock, harbor, 
boats and met his requirements.  But it was not all smooth sailing.   The Velo-
cette lads and lassies were hungry when they arrived at the welcoming dinner.  
After traveling all day to get to the rally, they attacked the fine Italian buffet 
like a starving horde of dogs and cleaned and licked the plates in 5 minutes flat. 
As usual, Paul and Susan arrived fashionably late, and the next thing I heard 
was, “THERE’S NO FOOD LEFT”.  I immediately thought of Oliver Twist, 
but we could not give them more, because they had not had any food in the first 
place.  Fortunately, they were able to order off the Hotel Menu and everyone 
went home with a full belly.  Outside seating is great when the weather is right, 
but on the last night at the AGM, I wondered what I had done wrong when the 
cold winds from the North blew in, and forced us to take refuge in the inner 
lounge!  Thank you to Click and Clack for the award ceremony and playing an 
important part of the AGM. 
 Sara was fabulous as the rally purser 
and keeping track of the number of people on 
the rally.  Unfortunately, covid and gas prices 
kept many people away, and Ella Luce got 
lost in Europe when her airline went on strike.  
All in all, we had 40 on the ride with 50 at the 
AGM.  
 The roads were spectacular, especially 
on the coast road leading up to Carmel Valley 
where we had a private tour of the Talbot Mu-
seum.  Everyone enjoyed the 5-star camping 
and 50’s style Contenta Inn.  I think some of 
the lads and lassies were playing table tennis 
and sloshing around in the hot tub until the 
wee hours of the morning. 
 Wednesday roads took us into 105 F 
degree temperature, and the roads to Lock-
wood and over the Bee Rock Mountain gave 
us no relief until we hit the ocean breezes near 
Morro Bay.  I saw a group of riders going in 
the wrong direction, and I knew my maps 
were getting everyone lost?  It did not make 
any sense since the leader of the group had the 
maps on his GPS?  Strange?  But its OK on 
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Route map photo by Sarah 
Kolterman



the Velo Rally! 
 On Thursday we rode over to 
Camp Roberts to see the Tank Museum.  
Dave Roper climbed in one and asked if 
they had any tank races on the base.  The 
Army MP’s were very strict, and cau-
tioned me for doing a California Roll at 
one of the stop signs.  He said you must 
stop at the stop signs.  He was just old 
enough to be my great grandson.  I was 
just happy he did not call me pop, or 
granddad.  Later in the day, Greg Goris, 
Gary Roper and I did the 2000 foot climb 
up the Parkfield grade.  At some points it 
hit 109 F (42 C) and it was a welcome 
relief to hit the Parkfield Café and rehy-
drate.  Steve Eoreo was there on his 
Guzzi meat slicer.  A very fine bike to see 
running on the roads, and in nice condi-
tion. 
 On the way back to Atascadero on 
my favorite Hwy 41, I had just past the 
memorial to James Dean and his little 
Bastard Porche, my bike was going so 
well and then nothing.  I had lost all 
compression and I later found out that I 
had holed my piston.  It was the size as a 
one-dollar coin.  My buddy Ray Pallet 
was driving chase and 5 minutes behind 
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Above Dave Roper gets into the act at Camp Roberts.  Below: Chase truck driver Ray 
Pallet looks at Stever Eorio and his red Moto Guzzi.  Photos in this article by John 
Sims unless otherwise specified.



me, and by the end of the day we had 3 
Velocettes on the chase truck.  His only 
comment was, “Are there any Velo-
cettes still running?”  And of course, 
there was Kim on her Mk 1 KSS and 
her friend Melisa, strong women, 
(don’t mess with them) who rode every 
day and completed the whole trip. 
 Thanks to Jason Len and Jeff K for 
showing the group his personal collec-
tion of bikes and cars, and thanks to 
Steve Eorio for showing us his farm, 
vineyard, pigs, his bikes and his lovely 
wife Carol.  Not necessarily in that or-
der.  Ray Pallet did a great job on chase 
and there were no accidents this year 
with the chase vehicle. 
 Congratulations to Cory on being 
president next year, and taking us to 
Vancouver Island, with trips to Port 
(Rain) Hardy.  Bring your wet gear and 
wellies.  Also, thank you Olav for be-
ing Chairman for the last few years, 
and Congratulations to Paul D’Orleans 
on becoming the new Chairman. 
 In England, they have a saying that 
expresses if something is good, that is 
‘that the proof is in the pudding.’  I 
wondered if the attendees of the Little 
Bastard Rally had enjoyed the rally.  At 
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Above:  Caption Kim has no trouble starting on Steve’s rollers.   
Below:  Jeff K and Steve Eorio



the end of the AGM meal, I provided 5 large mouthwatering fruit tarts from the 
local French Bakery.  The Velocette lads and lassies demolished the fruit tarts in 
a matter of seconds.  It was like a massive rugby scrum, with lots of pushing 
and shoving, and when the space cleared there was not a crumb to be seen. 
 Thank you for letting me be President and putting on the Little Bastard 
Rally. Good riding, Ex-Pres John Sims  
Above;  Sims conducts his last official duties.  Below: Welcome dinner view. 
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It’s not a Velo 
ride without 
some dirt and 
challenging 
roads.   
Right:  View 
from the 
chase truck 
by Blaise.  
Below rough 
road by 
Adam Cec-
chini 



These people really do 
know what a Velocette 
is, but there is no end 
to learning more about 
them. 
left:  Rider’s meeting 
in a parking lot by 
Paul d’Orléans 

Below:  Looking for 
the difference between 
a standard, a rigid, a 
campy and a special 
Velocette.  photo by 
Lanora Cox 
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Andrew Harris  
Eastern News 

 Greetings from the East, where summer has finally arrived. How do we 
know it’s summer?  It’s not just the blistering heat that makes the SAE 50 run 
like water, but also the interested and knowledgeable people who appear with 
the better weather.  Most are interested but some are not as knowledgeable as 
they thought……. 
 What kind of bike is that then? 
 It’s a Velocette. 
 Oh a Velo, my dad/brother/grandad/uncle had one of those. 
 Oh yes? Which model? 
 The big one, you know, the V-twin, 1000cc.  Don’t see many around 
anymore, must be very rare. 
 True enough, very rare….. 
 I recently returned from a trip to the UK, fortunately traveling before the 
school holidays and avoiding the worst of the disastrous situation at Toronto 
airport.  Didn’t see any Velos but it is nice to see lots of motorcycle parking 
spaces and space at traffic lights for bikes to filter up to the front. 
 Things do seem to be slowly returning to normal, (unless you are stuck in 
Toronto airport…) , a few organised rides taking place and the Vintage rally in 
Paris actually taking place. T he Velo gets out on sunny days and things could 
well be worse. 
 With a bit of luck the 
extreme heat will ease off in 
August and we can ride 
without sweat. 
 Just received the in-
surance renewal for the 
Velo. “Vintage” insurance, 
the only kind I can get for a 
bike of that age, hedged 
around with lots of mileage 
and usage restrictions and 
still costing 2/3 of the pre-
mium for the V-Strom which 
has none of the restrictions.  
What is even worse is that 
most of the premium(s) are 
for medical benefits which 
will never be used as the 
first call will be on my em-
ployers benefits.  Insurance 
– here to help eh? 
ride safely and stay healthy, 
Andrew 
Right:  Frank Recoder by 
Blaise Descollonges 
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Kim Young on her 1930 KSS by Paul d’Orléans 
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After a week of rid-
ing, the next chal-
lenge was getting 
the bikes to the 
lineup.  That was 
one steep parking 
lot! 
Right:  Kim Young 
gets a little help 
from Elizabeth Re-
coder, Melissa 
Guerrero and Carl 
Greenlund.  photo 
by Lanora Cox 
Below:  Jim Ro-
main helps Olav 
Hassel.  photo by 
Paul Adams 
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Annual General Meeting 
July 23, 2022 

Minutes 
Call to Order, Welcome & Introductions:  Chairman Olav Hassel called the 
meeting to order.   
Minutes from 2021 approved. 
Officer Reports: 
 President: John Sims thanked JP Defaut, and Sarah Kolterman for help-
ing put this rally together and Ray Pallet for driving the Chase Truck all week. 
 Treasurer:  John Stanley was not present.  John Ray read statement pre-
viously published in Fishtail West by John Stanley.  The club is solvent. 
 Membership Secretary:  Debbie Macdonald reported that the club has 
235 members.  New members are coming in due to the website. 
 Web Master:  JP Defaut not present.  No report. 
 Editor:  Lanora Cox asked members to contribute. 
 Rally Purser:  Sarah Kolterman had no report. 
Old Business:  
 2023 Rally Location:  Vancouver Island 
Jeff Achenbach will not be able to organize a rally in 2023 due to health prob-
lems.   Cory Padula offered to do a ride on Vancouver Island. 
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Outgoing Officers:  John Sims, Lanora Cox, Sarah Kolterman and Olav Hassel.  JP 
Defaut and John Stanley were not present.  photo by Blaise Descollonges.



New Business: 
 2023 Dues: Motion made and passed to raise dues level to $35. 
 2024 Rally Location:  JP Defaut offered to organize a rally in Colorado. 
Motion made and seconded to provisionally hold the 2023 Rally in that general 
location.  Motion passed. 
 Mellow Velo Fellow Rally:  JP Defaut suggested in absentia that this 
annual VOCNA event be located in central California.  Paul d’Orléans and Kim 
Young offered to be part of team. 
  

Election of Officers: 
 Chairman:  Paul d’Orléans 
 President:  Cory Padula 
 Editor:  Lanora Cox 
 Treasurer:  John Stanley 
 Membership Secretary:  Sarah Kolterman 
 Rally Purser:  Sarah Kolterman 
 Web Mistress/Master:  Jean Phillip Defaut 
 East Canada Vice President:  Andrew Harris 
Adjournment:  Having no other 
business for the meeting, motion 
made, seconded & passed to adjourn 
the 2022 AGM 
2022 Concours d’Oiligance Awards 
Best Standard Velocette:  Jim Ro-
main, 1965 MSS 
Best Rigid Velocette: Debbie Mac-
donald, 1951 MAC 
Best Cammy Velocette:  Kim Young 
Best Sports Velocette:  Blaise De-
scollonges, 1965 Thruxton 
Best Special: Steve Eorio for 1957 
Velo Star 
Best Non Velo:  Gary Roper, 1926 
Indian 
Sam Jowett Golden Quill Award for 
Contributions to FTW:  Jeff Scott 
Technical Contributions:  Jim Ro-
main 
Littering Award: Paul d’Orleans 
VOCA Swagman:  not available this 
year. 
Long Distance on a Velocette, “Iron Butt”:  Jeff Scott & Lanora Cox 
Squiddie “Most Bodacious Performance”:  Debbie Macdonald 
Hard Luck award:  John Sims 
Phishtail Phil Trophy for the Most Outstanding Member:  John Sims 
Eddie Arnold Trophy for the Most Outstanding Velocette:  Kim Young 

!17

Jim Romain & the award for Technical 
Contribution.  by Blaise Descollonges



Above:  Best Special: Steve Eorio for 1957 Velo Star by Blaise Descollonges. 
Below:  Best Non Velo:  Gary Roper, 1926 Indian by Blaise Descollonges. 
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What a Crock! 
by Debbie Macdonald 

 Yes, the “Crock of 
Shit” award is back after 
a few years of being 
shelved due to the nega-
tive connotation and 
mean spirited use of the 
award.  It was decided 
to change to a more po-
litically correct name 
the “hard luck” award.  
If you are interested in 
the history of the award 
please refer to John 
Ray’s article in the Au-
gust/September 2019 
issue of the Fishtail 
West. 
 This award has been a 
bone of contention for 
years as some people 
took offense when their 
bike had been voted as 
the “crock,” which is 
understandable when 
you spend as much time 
as some of our members 
do working on their bike 
for our 1000 mile rally 

each year.  Every day you would see who ended up on the chase truck.  Each 
night spent getting it running again so you did not stay there or end up being 
there at end of the rally so when the voting began your fellow riders would not 
remember whose bike broke down the most.  It was like having the Sword of 
Damocles hanging over your head, but it also spurred you on to keep your bike 
running. 
 When I heard that our new Chairman, Paul d’Orleans, did in fact had the 
Crock in his possession and had brought it to the rally …. I knew I had to have 
it.  Why?  you ask would someone want the Crock?  Well, let me tell you. 
 As long time members of the club, Niel and I have spent all that time rid-
ing our non-Velo bikes.  Yes, we own a 1951 MAC, which had been languished 
in our garage all those years, as we worked on it from time to time.  As the 
years went by we got more invested and goaded, so with the help of many of 
our fellow members, you know who you are, we finally have a running, street 
legal bike. 
 We worked tirelessly every weekend prior to this rally putting the final 
touches on the bike but as time ran out we did not have the time to road test it, 
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Olav Hassel, Debbie Macdonald, Paul d’Orléans & John 
Ray celebrate the Crock!  photo by Blaise Descollonges.



so our expectations of it actually making the whole rally without a breakdown 
were high.  Let’s not forget the fact that I had never ridden anything but a mod-
ern bike and was very nervous about being able to ride it without issue.  We had 
no illusions that we would probably be a contender for the “hard luck” award 
but I really wanted to get the “crock”!  I was not going to take offense, hell af-
ter all these years of not having our bike ready it was a given!  I do have a good 
sense of humor and would take it on the chin.  So, yes, I lobbied hard to be 
awarded the “crock”.  I am proud to have finally ridden my bike on a rally re-
gardless of the fact that it broke down.  In the future, I hope it can be awarded 
at each rally, by the Chairman, to the most deserving bike.  
 1986 Ron Plee?    2004 no name (Paul d’Orléans) 
 1987 Mavis Shafer    2005 Frank Forester 
 1988 Scott Borem    2006 Gerry Philbrick 
 1989 Frank Forester   2007 Tom Ross 
 1990 John Ray    2008 no name (Paul d’Orléans) 
 1991 plaque missing   2009 Jim Abbott 
 1992 Mick Felder    2010 George Shoblo 
 1993 Dennis Quinlan   2011 Jack Sanders 
 1994 Joseph Isserlis   2012 Loub Ranch? 
 1995 Dave Tatlock    2013 missing (Don Turner) 
 1996 Victor Brandt   2014 Eric Hassel 
 1997 Paul d’Orleans   2015 Frank Recoder 
 1998 Dee Cameron   2016 George Shoblo 
 1999 Ron Marks    2017 John Sims 
 2000 Paul Zell    2018 JP Default 
 2001 Derek Belvoir   2019 WTF 
 2002 Guy Fealy    2022 Debbie Macdonald 
 2003 Olav Hassel 
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Above:  Debbie Macdonald, Kim Young and Melissa Guerrero by Melissa 
Guerrero.  Below:  Big Welcome! by Adam Cecchini  
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Mike Jongblood works with Larry Luce on Luce’s bike.  photo by Paul Adams 
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Above:  Gil Loe oversees 
Blaise’s cleaning technique. 
photo by Paul Adams 
Left:  Adam works on his 
bike into the sunset while 
Craig Rich and Dave Roper 
continue to tell stories.  pho-
to by Paul d’Orléans. 

!23



Don't try this at home.   
Riding the MAC to Morro Bay 

by Thruxton71 
Posted in: http://www.laspeedgarage.com/view-

topic.php?f=58&t=1146 
Sun Jul 24, 2022  

Used with permission of owner 
 Perhaps I should not be reading 'Leanings 2' 
by Peter Egan, where he describes, page after page, 
adventuresome motorcycle rides, some in awful con-
ditions.  After all, I thought, how hard can it be to 
ride a 1952 Velocette MAC across Soda Lake Road 
in the summer??  I have ridden all sorts of motorcy-
cles across that road, a 1987 Moto Guzzi Lemans, a 
modern Triumph Tiger ATV, my 1970 Triumph Day-
tona, and I think my 1966 Velocette Endurance.  I 
have been riding the MAC since I was 16, much 
longer than I have ridden those other posers, so no 
problemo, right?  
 Off we went, Friday the 22nd, with a full tank 
of gas, and Jane following with my Nissan Frontier, also full of gas AND with a 
Jerry Can of premium, or as we used to call it, ethyl.  Also, just in case I broke 
down or crashed, a ramp, a ton of tie downs, tools of all sorts, spare tube, tire 
irons, hand pump, assortment of zip ties and wire.. you know, the usual stuff 
you need for a 70 year old motorcycle.  Not that I was worried.  I had a new 
K70 on the back, and a reasonable semi ribbed front, all at the proper pressure. 
I was ready.  
 Over 33 out of Ojai, climbing into the sun, but now with my new high 
tech visor glued to the top of my Biltwell bubble three snap shield, I am not 
blind, and the familiar curves of 33 are a joy to negotiate.  I wasn't running 
hard, but somehow Jane fell back.  An easy descent to Ozena Fire Station, 
where I waited for her to get in my mirror.  Down the road we went, stopping at 
'The Place' in Ventucopa, now under new ownership, for breakfast and a rest. 
Not bad, we didn't get sick and the staff was nice.  All new faces.  I hope it 
works out.  
 Soon the lone rider and support truck and heading down 33 to 166, turn-
ing east.  In a few miles we turn left onto Soda Lake Road, which runs though 
the length of Carizzo Plain National Monument (https://www.blm.gov/pro-
grams/national-c ... l-monument).  Hey.. it is a National Monument.. how bad 
can the roads be?  
 After a few miles of interesting pavement we enter the 20 mile plus sec-
tion of what I was thinking of as a groomed dirt road.  
 The first set of washboards that knocked my feet off the pegs (a 1952 
MAC has NO rear suspension) and bottomed out the front fork quickly set that 
idea to rest.  What followed can best be described as a very slow and sometimes 
terrifying ride over washboards with occasional sand pits.  There were three 
occasions when I was sure the sand had me and I was dabbing with my right 
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Tim Kenney rode in for 
the AGM.  Here he talks 
with Steve Eorio.  photo 
by Lanora Cox



foot while following the hard to follow advice of twisting the throttle.  In each 
instance I somehow rode through the section, losing points on the dabs, but not 
kissing the ground.  Jane reported that she was having trouble keeping the truck 
on the road in sections.  The truck.  
 We inched along the road, barely getting above 25 mph, trying to pick 
out tracks that were not washboard, and also not deep sand. About 18 miles in 
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photo by Melissa Guerrero



some punk on a dual purpose small capacity motorcycle zoomed by, probably 
wondering what insane asylum I was released from and if he should report me.  
 All this time I am thinking about the Southern California riders in the 40s 
and 50s that embraced the MAC as the answer to off road racing.  I always 
like to think that to them, it was the KTM of the day.  Light, much lighter than 
the Harley's and Indian's people raced off road, and with good power to weight. 
Based on my experience, these were Real Riders.  The next day I was describ-
ing my ride to an accomplished off road rider of British bikes, and he pro-
claimed that I was going too slow. 40 would have worked better.  Sure. I guess I 
would have cut through the sand, and floated over the washboard.  As would 
have the Nissan.  I will never know.  
 Somewhere, after what seemed an eternity of hair raising road negotia-
tion, we found the exit, and a continuous stretch of paved road. ..(oh,,there was 
that teaser section about mid way through, just to let you know how bad things 
are.)  It was a feeling of elation to twist the throttle and negotiate the easy to 
spot giant potholes all the way to the next stop, a fire station with a paved dri-
veway.  I pulled in and refueled with Jane's help, then suited up for the next 
section.  Oh, and guzzled water like an elephant.  
 Now things look up, as one of the big reasons I wanted to take SLR was 
to connect with Highway 58 west right before it turns into one of the most 
voluptuous sections of motorcycle road you can find in California.  I don't 
know why, but maybe after feeling like I had no control over my motorcycle on 
SLR literally shacking off the dust on 58 was just what was needed.  This is a 
very well engineered section of road that threads though rolling hills and ranch-
es on it's way toward the coast.  Our plan was to take La Panza road into Cre-
ston and CA 41, and that is what we did.  I overshot 41, and would probably 
still be looking for it, but Jane saw the tiny sign and set me right.  41 is another 
nice bit of road, and once you clear Atascadero it get really nice.  I could see 
this, but I was following Jane and other traffic, so I didn't wring the most out of 
the road.  What was really welcome was the rapid drop in temperature, from the 
low 100's of SLR, to the 60's as we approached the coast.  
 Dusty and with chunks of plant life captured in parts of the undercar-
riage, I rolled into the Hotel where the Velocette club of North America was 
finishing up it's final day of riding.  This has been on my bucket list for a while, 
ride to the final day and attend the Annual General Meeting.  There used to be a 
rider who spent the whole week riding to the yearly event, attended the AGM, 
and rode home.  He came from the mid-west somewhere, I think they called 
him iron man Mike, and I thought it was a good idea this year.  I only had to go 
a little over 170 miles, and I trucked home, but still, I was happy.  
 I entered the show the next day, parking the dusty MAC among the 
gleaming Velocettes.  There was a MAC special for instance, A MAC engine in 
a gold star frame, with alloy oil and gas tanks - built by Jim Romain and Steve 
Eorio, looking like it came from a factory.  Then there was one of my favorites, 
a racing MAC of Gary Roper's (https://www.rideapart.com/features/2470 ... 
velocette/ -- scroll down and look for #7).  Wandering around in the crowd was 
Motor Journalist Clement Salvadori (who featured my MAC in one of his mag-
azine articles), and, fresh from a vintage race at Laguna Seca the famous Dave 
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Roper (https://www.roadracingworld.com/news/ro ... pionships/) who is a 
member of the club, as he likes Velocettes.. odd man..  
 After the show (and getting help loading my bike on the truck) there was 
the big event, held on a patio overlooking Morro Bay.  Kind of like Dinner and 
a show, where the official club business is dealt with (next years officers, next 
years ride, etc), a raffle is carried out (bottle of wine from Steve Eorio.. very 
good), and the this year’s awards (show judging, etc) are given out, as well as 
some joke awards.  Very entertaining, it is.  
 So kids, don't try this at home. Motorcycles are dangerous, especially in 
the hands of the untrained..  From Ojai, Cheers. 
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My responsibilities as Treasurer 
by John Stanley 

(editor’s note:  I requested the officers 
write a description of what they do.  John 
was the first to respond.) 
  John Sims passed on to me that I 
had been re-elected as Treasurer, thank 
you all for your confidence in allowing 
my continued service to the club. 
  I missed being able to attend the 
Rally this year due to a schedule conflict. 
But hopefully I will be able to attend next 
year and hope to see you all there. 
  My responsibilities as Club 
Treasurer are basically: 
1. To receive funds due to the club, in-
cluding but not limited to, dues and rally 
registrations. 
2. To pay such bills that have been ap-
proved by the board of directors of the 

club. 
3. To account and maintain a record of all transactions. 
4. To maintain and reconcile the bank account. 
5. To renew and update our Non-Profit corporation license with the State of 
Washington. 
6. To file the annual form 990 with the I.R.S. 
7. To serve as a member of the board of directors. 
8. To prepare Financial Statements at the end of the year, which are published 
in the FTW. 
9. To maintain a record for the statutory period of all of the above as required 
by both the Internal Revenue Service and the State of Washington, and to be 
available in the case of an audit. 
 Naturally things like Audits do not happen much for small non-profits 
however they do happen. When I was treasurer of the Foundation of the Rotary 
Club of Hood River about 20 years ago, I actually spent 2 days with an IRS 
Auditor in our basement going over every record we had back 7 years.  I think 
she got kind of frustrated that she could not find anything wrong with the 
books. 
 Things I generally do not do is directly receive and deposit the funds. 
Because almost all of the funds are now paid through computer services, the net 
funds are transferred directly into the bank account. I manage the bank account 
on-line but print monthly statements.  All bills are paid through the on-
line“Bill-Pay” system in our bank account. 
 I had not really though much about this until sitting down tonight to write 
this so perhaps there are other things I will think of right after pushing the send 
button. 
Happy Riding,  John Stanley 
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Cory Padula 
President’s Statement 

 It’s amazing how in this 
day and age you can get elected 
as president while practically 
living off the grid for 3 years.  
No attendance at a Velo rally for 
3 years due to Covid border clo-
sures and at the same time stay-
ing off the social media grid.  Yet 
somehow they found me.  Politi-
cians spend tens to hundreds of 
millions to get elected; I put up a 
sign that says, No One Home and 
I get dragged back into the arena.  
I need to bottle this secret formu-
la and sell it.   So 
guess what? You are stuck with 
me again.  
 As you may be aware, next 
year is the 40th Anniversary of 
the first Velo rally ride.  It was 
put on by someone that had more 
beer than sense at the time of its 
formulation. The rally was, to put 
it rather mildly, monumental.  
The ride was advertized as a 
weeklong event with a total mileage of 1300 miles.  Things did not go to exact-
ly to plan.  In the coming issues I will try and piece together some of the events, 
photos and stories of the ride that was duded the Submarine Rally, and the club 
was inspired to continue with this format of a 5 day ride another 38 times.  It is 
hard to believe it was thirty-nine years ago and I was only 5 years old when I 
pieced this event together.   
 So moving forward to next year, the 40th anniversary of the Submarine 
Rally, I have been elected to commemorate the ride.  So what I can tell you so 
far is that the ride will be in British Columbia, Canada.  To be specific it will be 
on Vancouver Island.  The route will encompass the mid to upper region of the 
island.  You will see a lot of water, oceans, rivers and lakes.  Let’s just hope that 
does not include water falling from above.  Dates have not be set as I am still in 
negotiations with accommodations but it with likely be in the traditional range 
of 2nd or 3rd week in July.  
 So let me give you a brief overview of Vancouver Island, our intended 
rally location, how to get there, and what there is to see.  Vancouver Island is a 
very large island just off the west coast of BC.  At 12,000 square miles in size it 
is significantly bigger that the states of Vermont or New Hampshire.  At the 
lower end is the city of Victoria, our provincial Capital.  It is a popular tourist 
destination.  It is a great place to visit but NOT on an old motorcycle.  

!29

Two Velos ready to go anywhere.  by Blaise 
Descollonges



 I am planning to hold the rally in Courtney/Comox area.  The two towns 
are side by side.  It is midway up the island on the east coast.  The ride will take 
us to the west coast of the island, at Gold River.  It will also take us to the 
northern tip to Port Alice, Port Hardy and Port McNeil.  We will also be riding 
around Courtney/Comox and the surrounding area.   
 There are a lot of very popular towns and attractions on Vancouver Island 
and the multitude of surrounding islands that have tourists flock from all over 
the world.  Tourists may think of it as the Fairy Islands, but I call it the Ferry 
islands.  We will not be going to any of them.  For example, we will not be go-
ing to the very popular tourist destination of Tofino on the west coast of Van-
couver Island.  This area is a very popular spot and getting accommodation at 
that time of year is outrageously expensive, if not impossible.  There are also a 
myriad of islands that one can take ferries to from various towns along the coast 
of Vancouver Island.  I suggest you look at visiting some before or after the ral-
ly.  Unfortunately arranging to get bikes and chase vehicles to and from islands 
on the ride is a logistical nightmare.  Many of the ferries are very busy in sum-
mer months so making this work is a non-starter.  So if you want to go to any of 
these places, please plan your trip to take these in before or after the rally.  
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 Getting to Vancouver Island can be done from Port Angeles in Washing-
ton State.  The Black Ball Ferry currently sails to Victoria 4 times a day.  I sug-
gest you reserve well in advance.  The larger ferry terminals require you to 
cross the border and head to one of the two main ferry terminals.  A drive a very 
short distance from the border is the Tsawwassen Ferry Terminal.  At this ter-
minal you have the option of taking a ferry to Swartz Bay which is close to Vic-
toria or the ferry to Duke Point which is just outside of Nanaimo.  Duke point is 
at mid island and much closer to the rally start in Courtney/Comox.  Both fer-
ries run regularly with sailings around 2 hours apart.  Again, I suggest you re-
serve well in advance especially if you are towing a trailer or have a motor 
home.  
 There is also another large ferry terminal at Horseshoe Bay just to the 
north of Vancouver.  This terminal is ideal if you happen to be visiting places 
like Vancouver, Squamish or Whistler.  This terminal also has sailings to the 
two locations.  That said, I should mention that the ferry to Swartz Bay has the 
most spectacular scenery.  A trip worth consideration for at least one of the 
crossings.  Plan on crossing times of around 2 hrs.  
 Currently I am trying to organize accommodation and other facilities.  In 
previous years it was easier to anticipate attendance.  Because of travel restric-
tions not just at the US/Canada border but also at airports in the last few years 
we also have not seen any of our Brit, Aussie and Kiwi friends.  If the rally may 
be of interest, please drop me a quick email and let me know if you may be 
considering the rally.  It is not a commitment, but it helps in the planning.  Also, 
if you want any assistance or have questions on Vancouver Island I will be hap-
py to help you out.  
 So that is all I have now. I should have some more information for you 
by the next newsletter.  And I will start with a recounting of the events of the 
first rally.  
Cheers,  Cory
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