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 Club dues $30 a year.  Member-
ship runs from January thru December.  

Notices go out by email in December to 
be paid by January.  U.S. funds only.  All 
new member and renewal information 
can be found on our website: 
 http://velocette.org/the-club. 

Submissions for 
FISHTAIL WEST 

due:  last day of ODD 
numbered months
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!  
 Club dues $30 a year.  Member-
ship runs from January thru December.  
Notices go out by email in December to 
be paid by January.  U.S. funds only.  All 
new member and renewal information 
can be found on our website, velo-
cette.org/theclub 

Front Cover:  The Venom Clubman Vee-
line that formerly belonged to Phistail 
Phil withMavis Shafer and new caretaker, 
Eric Hassel.  Photos by Olav Hassel. 
Back Cover:  Mick Felder’s last project.  
Photo by Chris Wimpey and Paul Adams.   
From the editor:  My idea was to have 
an issue dedicated to getting those bikes 
that were put into hibernation over winter 
ready for the road.  But life keeps hap-
pening.  We lost a good friend and proper 
rider in the death of Mick Felder.  Else-
where grandchildren were introduced to 
Velos and some Velos found new care-
takers and long term officianados trav-
eled the world.  Read…and ride on  

Submissions for  
FISHTAIL WEST  

due:  last day of ODD 
numbered months
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Chairman:  clubman@velocette.org  
   John Ray  1681 Partrick Rd. Napa, CA   94558 
President:   lordjohn@ix.netcom.com 
   John Sims  650 704 8090 
   PO Box 522 Belmont, CA 94002 

Treasurer:    treasurer@velocette.org  
   Kim Young  415-308-0172 
   45 Collingwood St. San Francisco, 94114   
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   Debbie Macdonald PO Box 518  Boulder Creek CA 95006 
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   Debbie Macdonald

This newsletter often features items from 
older motorcycle magazines, including pho-
tographs, drawings, cartoons etc.  Where 
possible I acknowledge their source.  Often 
these items are often from "MotorCycle" and 
"MotorCycling", and the current copyright 
holders are Mortons Motor Cycle Media.  I 
thank them for their use.

The technical tips, views, and opinions ex-
pressed in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
position or policy of the editor or any of the 
other VOCNA officers.
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Presidents Report  by John Sims 
 Recovering from the Holidays & Preparing for the “Velocette Snowy Peak 
Rally” - July 14 through July 20, 2019, book your hotels now because tomorrow may 
be too late. 
 It seems like Christmas was over be-
fore I knew it, but I do hope that everyone had 
a happy Christmas and that Santa was good to 
you all with lots of Velocette parts and novel 
tools to play with.  I had an interesting Christ-
mas and went on a cruise with my daughter, her 
fiancé and his parents.  It was a four day cruise 
from Long Beach going in a big circle and 
stopping at Catalina Island, Ensenada and a day 
drifting around the Pacific Ocean.  We were on 
the water on Christmas eve, Christmas day and 
Boxing day and it was one big wild party. 
 Many guest bought prepaid drinks and they could drink constantly throughout 
the whole trip and be paralytic for 4 days.  They also had a casino and playing black-
jack with 20 decks is not an easy way to make money, one guest commented that they 
were sucking money straight out of her purse.  Fortunately, after having the money 
sucked out of my wallet, I went to commiserate in the Bingo hall and had a big win 
winning my money back.  Yahoooo!!! 
 In the ’50’s Catalina Island was known for its 10 mile dirt track and the 
Catalina Grand Prix.  Velocettes were very popular and in 1955 Weldon Brown and 
John McLaughlin won the 350 and 250 races on Velocettes.  Some of our past club 
members raced the Grand Prix including Dee Cameron, whom I had the fun of racing 
back to the Symes Resort on the Hot Springs Montana Rally 2007.  His red Guzzi ba-
con slicer was not as fast as the Venom on the straight but he would catch me on the 
corners.  In 2010 Red Bull sponsored a revival of the Grand Prix.  True to form some-
one showed up on a Velocette. 
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Party!



 The 
North American 
Velocette New 
Year’s get together 
was held in a cozy 
little pub in Napa.  
I had made 
arrangements to 
ride over with 
Blaise and he was 
riding Frank 
Recorder’s Black 
Thruxton.  He had 
been doing some 
repairs to the bike 
and wanted to test 
the bike to make 
sure it was run-
ning OK.  When 
we took off Blaise 
opened the throttle 
and I don’t think 
he closed it till we reached Napa.  If you’re reading this Frank, your bike was running 
really nice.  I don’t think I’ve seen a Velocette riding that fast across the Golden Gate 
bridge before.  Coming back from Napa through San Francisco was a little quicker.  
Blaise had no trouble keeping up and going faster than the traffic heading down Hwy 
280 towards San Francisco International Airport before turning off to Pacifica. 

 On the toy front, after visiting 
Blaise and seeing his MSS engine and 
gearbox hanging from a chain hoist 
from the garage ceiling, I asked him 
what he was doing.  He said that he 
just slipped the engine out of the 

frame so he could clean it.  It looked nearly as 
clean as Mirek Sharp’s BSA shooting star, but 
not quite as clean.  So I decided to hang my 
electric winch from the ceiling of my garage.  A 
nice little addition to the workshop that will 
allow easy removal of wheels and engines.  Not 
that I want to clean and polish my engines as 
much as Blaise and Mirek. 
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John Sims, Blaise Descollonges & Frank Recoder at NYEE in 
Napa, CA.  Photo by Jeff Scott



Snowy Peak Rally 2019 
 On the 2019 Velocette Rally front I have more news.  The rally will be called 
the  “The Snowy Peak Rally”.  In addition I have enlisted the help of George and 
Sashi to help with the hotel luggage, and Blaise and JP to put a preliminary design to-
gether for the T-Shirts.  
 I have also spoken to Laurie, the manager at the Mount Shasta Inn who is 
more than happy to take the overflow from the Mount Shasta Resort.  They have single 
and double queens for under $140.00 per night including breakfast.  If you are unable to 
get a room at the Mt Shasta Resort, call Nichole at the Mt Shasta Inn at 530 926 3411.  
 During our stay in Mt Shasta, if you would like to stay in a house rather than a 
hotel, Blaise has rented a couple of houses near Weed (about 7 miles from Mt Shasta) 
and near the Weed Brewery.  Anyone who would like to share in the second house 
should call Blaise at 650-906-2448 or blaisedescollonges@gmail.com 
 Tuesday, July 16, 2019: On this day we will visit the Lava Beds National 
Monument to the East of Klamath (200 mile day).  Gas stations are few and far between 
so make sure you gas up before leaving and when you get to Tuletake OR.  Since there 
are limited services we will provide a packed lunch at the Lava Beds Visitors Center 
between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.  The lava fields stretch out for miles and there are nu-
merous caves to visit and enter.  They recommend bringing a flash light, knee pads and 
a helmet.  When I visited last September some of the caves were shut because the 
mummy bats were having baby bats!  Should be open in July.  On the way back to 
Mount Shasta City, stop off at the Weed Brewery for some cool real ale.  See ride map 
for location (to be handed out later). 
 On the evening of Wednesday July 17, 2019 we will be staying in Klamath.  If 
you are staying at the Holiday Inn please call them at 707-482-0771 to make your 
reservation.  We will be having a club dinner at restaurant in the Holiday Inn. 
 Thursday July 18, 2019 will be a short run from Klamath to Grants Pass via 
the Oregon Caves National Monument (150 miles).  There are various places to explore 
on route including:   
 Jet boat tours of the Klamath river leave from “Rekoi” and the 45 mile trip 
takes about 2 hours. The first trip of the day leaves at 10.00am and returns at 12 noon 
leaving sufficient time to get to Grants Pass.  To guarantee a place make reservations 
early through Klamath Jet Boat Tours(707) 482-7775 klamathriverjetboattours@gmail.-
com  
 There are various redwood tree sights.  Just South of the hotel is the Klamath 
“tour through a tree” and to the North is the “Trees of Mystery.”  
 Just to the East of Crescent City is the Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park.  I 

tried entering the park from the South entrance on my motorcy-
cle but the road was too rutted and dusty and I had to turn 
around.  The North entrance is more accessible. 
 About 10 miles North of Obrien is the Great Cats World 
Park.  It’s a zoo for big cats.  Address: 27919 Redwood Hwy, 
Cave Junction, OR 97523  For more information go on line.  
https://greatcatsworldpark.com/experiences/#guided_tours 
 Oregon Caves Chalet.  You can get a nice lunch in the chalet 
with white linen table cloths or eat in the cafeteria after explor-
ing the caves.  A neat place and great twisty road. 
 In Grants Pass, the place to hang out for beer and food will 
be the  Taprock Northwest Grill.  It has a full bar, seating inside 
and out and a fantastic menu. 
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Snowy Mountain Rally 2019 – Northern California Velocette Owners Club. 
Agenda: 

Sunday – Jul 14, 2019 -  Arrive, Registration and Welcome Meal 
Monday – July 15, 2019 – Visit local spots, hill climb through mountains. 
Tuesday – July 16, 2019 – Visit lava fields and caves – Explore Caves (bring flash 
lights, helmet & knee pads) 
Wednesday – July 17, 2019 – Travel through Trinity Mountain Range & Redwood 
Forests to Klamath on the Ocean 
Thursday – July 18, 2019 – Travel to Grants Pass – Visit Lion reserve and Oregon 
caves. 
Friday – July 19, 2019 – Travel to Obrien, over Greyback Road to Happy Camp, along 
the Klamath River to Yreka and Mt Shasta.  
Saturday – July, 2019 – Shine and Show – Weed Brewery AGM – Mt Shasta Resort & 
Golf Course 

Accommodation: 
MT SHASTA 
       Mount Shasta Resort Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  July 14, 15, 16,  
   Friday & Saturday  July 19, & 20 
 1000 Siskiyou Lake Boulevard 
 Mount Shasta, CA 96067 
 (800) 958-3363   (530) 926-3030 
 https://www.mountshastaresort.com/contact/ 
 Golf, restaurant, bar, spa & swimming and 20% of all meals in the restaurant. 
 Rates approx. $225.00 per night 
 10% Discount if booked on line. 

Overflow and alternative accommodation 
       Mt Shasta Inn Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  July 14, 15 & 16, 2019   
   Friday & Saturday  July 19, & 20, 2019 
 (530) 926-3411 
 Call Nichole for the best rates.  Single Queen $134 and double queens $140. 
 http://shastainnmountshasta.us/ 
 Free breakfast, restaurant & bar 

Lake Siskiyou Camping Resort  Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  July 14, 15, 16,  
   Friday & Saturday   July 19, & 20 
 Cabins and drive through sites are available.   
 The group campsites have already been booked. 
 4239 W A Barr Rd, Mt Shasta, CA 96067 
 (888) 926-2618 
 http://www.lakesiskiyouresort.com/ 
 Flat camp sites, toilets, showers. 

Share in a House   Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  July 14, 15 & 16, 2019 
   Friday & Saturday  July 19, & 20, 2019 
Blaise has rented a couple of houses near Weed (about 7 miles from Mt Shasta) and 
near the Weed Brewery.  Anyone who would like to share in the second house should 
call Blaise at 650-906-2448 or blaisedescollonges@gmail.com 
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Velocette Base Hotel



KLAMATH   Wednesday July 17, 2019 
       Redwood Hotel and Casino (Holiday Inn Express)  
 171 Klamath Blvd. 
 Klamath, CA. 
 Please call 707-482-0771 and mention Velocette club.  Approx. cost  $124 per 

night. 
       Chinook RV and Camping Resort     
 17465 Hwy 101 South Klamath, CA 95548 
 The Club will make the reservations for the camp site. 
 Facilities – showers and toilets.  Fishing. 

GRANTS PASS    Thursday July 18, 2019 
       Posh Hotel:  The Lodge at Riverside 
 955 SE 7th St, Grants Pass, OR 97526 
 (541) 955-0600 
 Please call and mention the Velocette club.  We have several rooms set aside  
 until mid-May. 
 Free breakfast, outdoor pool,  
 Approx. cost $235 per night 
       Not so posh:  Discovery Inn 
 748 SE 7th St, Grants Pass, OR 97526• 
 (541) 476-7793 
 Book on line or call 
 Outdoor pool with local restaurants 2 blocks away 
 Approx. cost $90.00 per night 
       Alternate:  Grants Pass –  
 If there are no rooms go on line and book the closest hotel. 
  
       Camping Group Camping   Thursday July 18, 2019    
 Schroeder Park  
 605 Schroeder Ln, Grants Pass, OR 97527 
 The club will reserve camp sites 
 River Access, Showers, toilets, fire pits & camp benches. 

On Friday July 19, 2019 we return to Mt Shasta via Happy Camp and the Klamath river 
Hwy 96 via Yreka. 
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Andrew Harris with Back to the Future:  Long time readers of FTW may recall the 
first picture from 1988, showing a (very) young Michael meeting the Velocette. 
Fast forward thirty years to the second picture - same location, same Velo, same An-
drew and Gina (!) but this time Michael's daughter Lillian takes centre stage.     
Tempus Fugit. 
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Eastern News 
 Greetings from the East, a belated happy new year to all.  I hope that everyone 
was able to ride as much as they wanted to in 2018.  I agree with Overheard Kami on 
this one, motorcycles are meant to be ridden, thus giving enjoyment to the rider.  I am 
pleased to say that both of my odometers registered plenty of enjoyment last year. 

On the other hand, not everyone agrees, some like projects and you missed one 
at the Stafford sale last October.  There a famous Brough Superior (is there any other 
kind?) sold for £264,500 or about $440,000.  Yikes for sure.  So what did the lucky 
purchaser get for all that green?  Something to ride?  Well not exactly.  The auctioneer’s 
photo shows a collection of parts, not all attached to each other and one or two not 
present.  
 Those with deep pockets on this side of the pond will have considered the Ve-
gas auction in January, where the Dan Smith replica Roarer was due to go under the 
hammer with a reserve of $150,000. 
 The steering head bearing item from Relative 
Bearing reminded me I did a taper roller head bearing 
conversion on the Viper many years ago.  I too found 
the increased diameter of the steering stem at the lower 
end and I took it to a local machine shop to machine 
down.  Imagine our surprise when the lathe tool re-
moved a brazed on sleeve.  Curled off just as sweetly as 
you could wish.  I suspect all of the RS frames have this 
“feature”, goodness knows why but I suppose someone thought it a good idea 
at the time.  Anyway we were now clear to fit the same assembly top and bottom: 
Timken 1994 X inner race, Timken 1922 outer race.  The outer races fitted nicely into 
the frame – it was not necessary to remove any material. 
 Finally something completely different, at the end of last year the vintage 
group had a ride to the Heritage Construction Equipment Association open day at the 
Simcoe County museum.  The HCEA preserves old construction equipment and twice a 
year they operate said equipment, so you can see diggers digging, scrapers scraping, 
steam shovels shoveling etc.  It’s a real blast and worth seeing.  The museum had a 
quarry face for the steam shovel to dig and a huge pit for the scrapers.  There seem to 
be branches in many places, type HCEA into your search engine to find one close to 
you.   
Ride safely    Andrew 
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News Flash:  Meecum 2019 Las Vegas Motorcycle Auction  10 Velocettes changed 
ownership.  The Roarer was one of two that did not sell.  The bid goes on… 
Bonhams 2019 Las Vegas Motorcycle Auction 1964 Vogue found a new home. 



Where To Old Friend?   
My 1966 Velocette Thruxton Sn #VMT334 

by Dick Casey 
 You came my way in the early 80’s, although I’d been looking for you since 
1966.  Ed Gilkeson had started on a restoration, and you were a rolling chassis with a 
freshly rebuilt bottom end.  VMT334, one of only 1,108 ever built, was now mine.  
Through the 80s and 90s, as time and money allowed, piece-by-piece, you were com-
pletely refurbished, and set-aside out of harm’s way.  The early 2000’s came, I’d retired 
and Max Griffith helped me change your livery from epoxy primer to blue and silver 
acrylic.  Now it was but an assembly job, but time passed. 
 2004 came and Frogly, my life long friend and riding buddy said, “Finish the 
Thruxton. We are going to Lander, Wyoming in June”.  After a careful assembly and 
perhaps a pint of Loctite 240, VMT334 was standing on fresh Avon Speedmasters and 
new stanchions from Forking by Frank.  Nisonger in New York rolled your odometer 
back to zero, and with completely rebuilding you and your Chronometric Tachometer 
sibling, a big hole was created in my wallet.  The arrival of a sunny spring day and a 
new 34mm Spanish AMAL MKI Concentric coincided.  With only a few short rides on 
Vashon Island to build confidence that all was A-Ok, we caught the ferry into Pt. Defi-
ance and our first ‘big ride’.   
 With more confidence than good sense, we headed to a VME meeting at Ted-
dy’s on 65th in Seattle…via Yakima.  Up over Chinook Pass, Naches to Selah, the Old 
River Road to Ellensburg, the slow road to Cle Elum, Snoqualmie Pass to North Bend 
and “almost all” was good.  Around the summit, the old Stadium bar-end mirror had 
started to loosen up.  By Issaquah, the mirror had been stuffed inside my leathers and I 
opted to stop.  A friendly mechanic in a small service station loaned me an Allen head 
wrench, and we were back on the road to the U district. 
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 A few blocks from Teddy’s we stopped and “tidied you up” using a few extra 
hand towels at the gas station and most of the oil was sopped up from under the primary 
chain case and the rear wheel.  First impressions are important! 
 June came.  We went to Lander, via Red Lodge and Bear Tooth Pass.  Over the 
years we have been to Glacier National Park, Kamloops, Lillooet, Nelson, BC, 
Whistler, Penticton, and Logan Lake.  We have ridden to Mt Shasta, Garberville, 
Weaverville, McKinleyville, and damned near every place in northern California named 
“ville”.  We’ve been to Soames Bar, Happy Camp, Cape Mendocino, Ferndale, Mt. 
Etna, and Fort Jones.  We’ve travelled most all of the old roads in “The Gold Country”, 
from Grass Valley to Sutter Creek.  We’ve gleefully overtaken sluggish RV’s on the 
pass from Sonora to Bridgeport.  We have travelled every twisty road from Diamond 
Lake, OR to Gold Beach, and back to Crater Lake.  We enjoyed enormous fresh fruit 
milk shakes at Boggan’s Oasis on the Grand Ronde River, juicy burgers in Missoula, 
and blackened fish Tacos in Salmon Idaho.  If there is a road between Bryce Canyon; 
Torrey, UT; and Mexican Hat that we missed, I don’t believe it.   
 We have been together on a dozen VOCNA (Velocette Owners Club of North 
America) rides, which are essentially 5 days of 200 mile plus days, in all of the best 
parts of the western USA.  And to your credit and the design and fabrication of the Brits 
in Greenhall, UK, you have never failed to get me home.  You were never on the Sag-
Wagon, or making me huff and puff while a group of people watched.  You have been 
the best a lad could ask for.  On our last VOCNA rally we were awarded the “Iron Butt” 
award for having been ridden the furthest coming to the rally. 
 Now with 20,000 miles on your clock, you and I are going in different direc-
tions.  Earlier today I handed you off to Haul Bikes, next stop Chicago, Illinois, and 
your new home.  I posted a big box containing the many awards you have earned and 
they await you in your new garage.  Your new owner is a rider like me.  Where will you 
take him, old friend? 
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History in the Making:  Phishtail Phil’s Bike 
 Mavis Shafer has gifted Phil Swartz aka Phistail Phil's Venom Clubman Vee-
line to Eric.  This bike was willed to Mike Jongblood by Phil.  Mike reluctantly accept-
ed it and some 4 or so years ago gave it back to Mavis.  Mike has completely restored it 
and it is a near perfect runner. 
 Eric, of course, is thrilled and very grateful.  He took his first ride a few days 
ago and starts it easily.  The fairing make sit a bit of a handful and may need to be re-
moved (also requires use of cafe -racer Ace bars).   
 Phil bought the bike new in 
1961 and had it shipped by USAF 
from England to Van Nuys airport 
where he assembled it a road it home.  
The bike is mentioned in Burris book 
as one of two sold to USAF 
personnel.  He owned it the rest of his 
life.  He told me once that he saw over 
100mph on it, crouched down under 
the fairing on a straight desert road.  
Eric says it jumps out of 1st gear, but 
he was having trouble with the "wavy 
wand" shifter.  Worst case: rounded 
dogs on gears.  
Olav Hassel 
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1988 Grass Valley.  Olav’s the first bike, then Phil’s, then Jeff Scott’s.  Gil Loe’s is #5.  
Gil wrote, three or so weeks later, Derrick and Isobel lost everything you see in a fire.  
I remember how hot it was that Friday.

               Olav and Eric Hassel



Mick Felder 
 Many of you have heard of the 
passing of our long-time Club 
member and friend, Mick Felder.  
At 83 he was out riding his Tri-
umph at the annual Norton club 
ride in So Cal.  Craig Rich rode 
with him that day.  A missed cor-
ner near the end of the ride sent 
him to hospital with many broken 
bones.  We hoped for the best - 
after a few days he was even trans-
ferred to a regular room.  Pneumo-
nia set in and that is what finally 
took him. 
 I first met Mick in 1981 at the 
first Velocette Club weekend at 
Cambria CA organized by the 
inimitable Cary McSquid.  He had 
just acquired a rigid MAC much 
like the one he had in his youth.  
Mick was a solid, reliable fellow 
and he always looked the same - 
jeans, sweat shirt, uncombed hair - 
and, he never seemed to age.  Peo-
ple were attracted to him as he had 

a down-to-earth honesty and, al-
ways there to help.  The Felder family came from a humble, working background in 
Kansas City, Kansas coming to California during the war years I believe.  He often told 
me about riding his Matchless and Velo through the dirt hills of what is now South Cen-
tral L.A. and, was very much a good buddy of Paul Adams, also from a close-by part of 
L.A. County.  Mick always lived humbly - never any pretense, as all who were put up at 
his small cottage across the street from his shop, would attest. 
 Mick was a veteran of the Army, had an education at Pacific University in 
Stockton, was once a weightlifter and showed promise at football.  He has an older sis-
ter, nephews and hundreds of friends who would come and go from his shop every day.  
A long-time active member of the Hermosa Rotary Club, and Mick always drove the 
Mayor in his Studebaker in the Hermosa Days parade.  Having a career in local gov-
ernment, I always enjoyed his tales of local intrigue and the Hermosa City Hall scuttle-
but.  Oh.. it's important to mention Mick's regular delivering of Meals on Wheels spon-
sored by the Salvation Army, which he had high regard for. 
 Everything Mick had, he created himself, starting with panel-beating literally 
in the streets of Hermosa Beach, ending up with a respected business.  His shop always 
had fascinating cars around, either his own or those being worked on.  Over the years, 
he had many exotic cars - I remember a gull-wing Mercedes - but he kept his favourites 
- including the Flat-head Ford hot-rod, TR3, and 1919 Studebaker.  His bikes: many 
came and went but the rigid MAC, Venom, Guzzi Falcone, and Triumph TR6C were 
always there.  In recent years he got new enthusiasm and a very stock rigid MSS was 
nearing completion on the bench.  This project had come from one of our Club's 
founders, the late John Munoz who also took me under his wing when I came out here 
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Mick Felder at Hansen Dam Ride, by Gil Loe



from the UK (I am proud to 
have John's Thruxton).  He 
as Mick, was also one of So 
Cal's original Velo bunch. 
 His place became Hotel 
Australia.  Mick would 
collect Velo Aussies from 
LAX, put them up, store 
and even fettle their bikes.  
Graham Glover, Carryl 
Sanson, Jim Day, Dennis 
Quinlan and others were 
regulars over the years.  I 
guess Hotel Aussie is now 
closed - the rest of us down 
here need to pick up from 
Mick. 
 If you wish to see photos 
and experience the recent 
Memorial for Mick, be sure 
to visit Dennis Quinlan's 
excellent website 

<Velobanjogent.blogspot.com>.  Dennis came out for the memorial from Aussie, liter-
ally for the day.  Larry Luce picked him up; their first stop - Scotty's on the strand - 
Mick's almost daily hang out and, sat at his regular table.  The Memorial was so very 
well prepared by Mick's nephew Dave and other family.  The hundreds of guests re-
flected those Mick reached: Velo people, the local classic bike and car crowd, the Hot-
rod gang, Rotarians, Meals on Wheels folk and Hermosa city people.  Mick may have 
reached the end of his long road.  He continues on as part of all of us. 
 Persevere.  Olav Hassel 

Above:  Mick at work.  Below:  Mick driving the mayor at the Hermosa Beach St. 
Patrick’s Day parade.  photos from Dennis Quinlan. 
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To All 
 I am one of the many Aussie Velo Fellows who has benefitted from Mick 
Felder's hospitality, friendship and kindness.  Over some 13 trips to the USA for the NA 
Velo Rally Mick made it possible for me to fulfill my adventures over there - had it not 
been for him they would not have happened.   
 How can I describe to you my first look at the Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, 
Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse and many other fabulous places all made possible be-
cause of him.  Over 95,000 motorcycle miles on both sides of the mighty USA and 3 
trans-continental crossings cannot be described unless you see it for yourself - the best 
way to see the world is on a motorcycle.   
 I shall miss that smiling face and familiar sound on the phone when he an-
swered " Felder's Body Shop ".  A quick chat and  a prompt collection from LAX and 
off to Hotel Australia at 838 2nd Street,Hermosa Beach CA.  Down to Scottys for tea 
and off to bed early.  Next day to uncover the well cared for Beemer, that belonged to 
his old mate Phil Schwartz, the obligatory service, maybe a new tire, then hit the road 
early the next morning.   
 Remember that Mick's driveway led to all highways in the Greater USA and 
Canada.  I so looked forward to "coming home" to Hermosa on my return from each 
annual adventure.  There he was always smiling, keen to hear of my travels and often 
said "You have seen more of the US than I have".  You cannot know how much it 
means to see a familiar face when you are half a world away from home.   
 To all my lovely Velo friends over there, and Mick's friends in LA, I send my 
sincerest condolences.  We have all lost a fine gentleman and a true friend and we shall 
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all miss him terribly.  If I can quote from another fine US friend, "Getting good pals is 
hard enough, doesn't hold a candle to losing them".  So I suggest to you adventurous 
souls out there, go seek out your Mick Felder and hopefully you will find one as won-
derful as him.  "The world is a book, those that do not travel read but one page".  
 He would be well pleased if you live by that saying - he certainly did. 
Farewell Saint Mick.   Graeme Glover  
Previous Page: Felder’s home.  Above: Mick accepts award.  Below: Mick is one of the guys  
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Above:  Engines on display in Felder’s shop.  photo by Chris Wimpey. 
Below:  Many Veloists turned out for the memorial.  Dennis Quinlan in the Velocette 
sweater came from Australia.  John and Sue Ray, Paul Adams, Gil Loe and Mavis 
Shafer as well as many others showed up for the event. 
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Hello All, 
  On numerous Velo Club rides, we 
rode many miles with Mick along the mar-
velous motorcycling roads that follow the 
Rogue River from Crater Lake to the Pacif-
ic Ocean.  So Sue and I thought that the 
Rogue River would be a fitting place to 
spread a Bit O’ Mick.   
  On our way up the Oregon Coast 
in December, we stopped on the North 
bank of the Rogue River in Gold Beach, 

OR, near the Highway 101 bridge, and where the river meets the Pacific. 
 We again said our goodbyes to Mick and spread our Bit O' Mick on the waters 
of the Rogue.  So now a little part of Mick will be a part of the Rogue River.  We can all 
tip our hats (helmets?) to him when we return to the Rogue, and remember him every 
time we cross that bridge. 
 Godspeed, Mick Old Friend.  
 John Ray 
Hello All,  
 I took several AM/PM pills as per Mick’s advice ( used  them before to good 
effect) and slept 11 hours on the flight...waking for a pee a spruce up and the short wait 
for an aircraft breakfast.... 
 Arrived in Sydney 8.45am and went to a meeting in the night...no jet lag this 
time... 
 Mick attended the 2010 Aust. Nat. Velo Rally at Lennox Head near Byron 
Bay... my sister lives there & Judy & I drove the 800km to there early Jan. and on way 
back called into Lennox Head...by the venue in the sand dunes..looking at the 
Pacific...bit hard to see Mick’s Hermosa Beach, I said a few nice words & sprinkled 
some of Mick’s ashes.... 
He’s with us in Oz.... 
Wonderful... 
Kindest,,   Dennis. 
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The Egan Velocette Goes Home 
by John McCron 

 A few months ago I wrote a piece in this newsletter describing my efforts to 
extricate myself from exile in Florida and return to Wisconsin from whence I had come.   
 After much flailing around, I finally found a job and got home to Wisconsin 
this past June.  No more giant-size roaches and hurricanes!  I had my bikes shipped up 
to my friend John in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin (yes, both the girls and boys high school 
athletic teams are called the Beavers).  John works at the Harley/BMW dealership and 
agreed to take care of my machines until I got settled.  One benefit of the arrangement 

was that Peter Egan was a regular visitor to the 
dealership so he could reconnect with his old 
machine.  Every time he stopped by he asked 
John to take him upstairs so he could see the Velo 
again.  John brought it down several times and 
started it, offering Peter a ride but he declined. 
 Peter mentioned that he is working on a 
book about his favorite bikes…which will in-
clude the Velocette, of course.  Hopefully, come 
spring, Peter can come and get it and ride it 
around for a while and get reacquainted.  I did 
hear that Peter had a mild heart attack a couple 
years back whilst attempting to kick-start his 
Norton so he may be hesitant as the Velo was so 
hard to start when he had it.  It’s a one-kick ma-
chine now though so we’ll hope for the best.  For 
now, the Velo has entered its 6-month hibernation 
in my heated shop, waiting for longer, warmer 
days and its return to the wonderful “alphabet 
roads” of southwest Wisconsin.  It’s good to be 
back. 
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The rest of the story 
By John Stanley 

 You may recall from FTW 228, I switched vehicles mid rally, which meant 
about an extra 250 miles or so.  I had suspected a problem with the BTH which could 
not be rectified while on the road.  I contacted Peter at BTH and sent him back the unit.   
Peter E-mailed as soon as he received it back, and told me that a bearing was failing 
creating endplay in the armature, and the internals were shaking themselves apart.  He 
completely re-built the unit with new bearings and all new internal parts and had it back 
to me in no time.  I re-installed it and put a hundred or so miles on it before the bad 
weather came along.  I hope the spring is mild enough so I can ride the MSS down to 
the spring opener.  Unfortunately it usually ends up snowing or hailing in the moun-
tains, and for some reason, it is becoming harder 
to leave home knowing I will be in snow or rain 
for 500 miles or so. 
 Although the unit should not have been 
failing, it is certainly not fragile.  I rode it about 
400 miles in its failing condition and made it 
home under its own power.  Much better than 
some of the electronic ignitions that simply fry 
instantly with no warning and leave you stranded. 
 I am happy enough with them to have 
purchased a BTH unit for my ’49 Vincent Rapide, 
which is installed in working perfectly. 
 This is the first year in over 20 that I 
have not had at least 1 full restoration to do.  For-
tunately I have had a few smaller projects like the 
’49 Vincent.  I also did a complete mechanical 
rebuild of a 1922 Ford Model T.  Decent projects 
that I am interested in are just not showing up. 
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MAC-Connections 
by Gary Roper 

 I thought I would just bring the club up to date on the saga of me and my little 
MAC racer.  As some of you know, we hit a low early this season when Dave Roper 
and I met at Willow Springs to road race for AHRMA.  First, I flipped the '26 Scout 
upside down breaking its frame and my collar bone and ribs, then Dave was blown off 
the MAC down the back straight after upshifting into 4th and slid some distance result-
ing in a badly damaged bike (see picture) and lacerations to Dave's right leg.  This was 
at the end of April and I set about to repair the MAC and return to racing in July, the 
weekend before the North American Velo Rally.  I was able to heal after surgery on my 
collar bone enough to finish the MAC and raced at Portland International.  Dave flew 
out to be my “pit attendant” which seemed weird, but we were able to have a good time 
of it.  We then traveled to Baker City and completed most of the miles (Dave did the 
whole route on my 
B50 BSA) having a 
good time meeting 
and talking with all 
the international 
and local attendees.  
At the Rally, I met 
John Jennings of 
Jambaroo, Vic. Aus-
tralia.  He, in fact, 
came seeking me to 
discuss the MAC as 
it seems that he has 
raced a MAC in AU 
since 2002.  We got 
along well and he 
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invited me to visit.  Meanwhile, Neville and Cheryl Mickleson from Hamilton, New 
Zealand were also in attendance and also invited us to visit them.   
 During the following month, I rebuilt the Indian including the major frame fix 
and prepared to race at Utah Motorsports Campus over Labor Day weekend.  The bikes 
were running, although I had done a top end on the MAC as it was smoking badly at 
PIR and the Indian was not road tested.  First practice with the Indian revealed that it 
wasn't mechanically sound enough to flog it through the races so I put it in the Motor-
cycle Classics show instead and proceeded to practice and race the little MAC.  Dave 
Roper did not come out as he had a race obligation in Canada.  This was the first time I 
had raced the MAC without Dave since beginning with AHRMA in 2010.  Saturday 
looked good for racing and the MAC was running flawlessly.  I've had some good laps 
on it, but never the same success as Dave since I weigh about 60 lbs more and don't 
have his talent either.  I was successful that Saturday for my first win in Class C Foot-
shift.  I was overreving it though so I decided to gear up by changing rear sprockets to 
one less tooth.  This put me at a disadvantage at the start Sunday, and I didn't get around 
Fred Mork for a lap and a half.  Fred takes me to school every time I follow him with 
perfect lines through the corners on his early Manx Norton.  From that point, I matched 
lap times with the leader who was on a Triumph factory racer but never caught him.  All 
in all, I felt I had the best races yet of my short (2 year) career.  To top it off, the Indian 
won “Best American Restored” on Saturday, and “Best of Show” at a bike builder's 
show on Sunday.  I just wish I could have had more track time with it.  This brings me 
to the real rewards of racing.   
 Deb and I travelled to Australia earlier this month to attend the BSA In-
ternational Rally at Halls Gap NSW.  We first rode a borrowed bike up the eastern coast 
of Australia to visit John Jennings at his beautiful home in Jambaroo.  The setting was 
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idyllic with rolling green hills and beautiful flower gardens around his nicely remodeled 
farm home and shop.  John and his brother David and David's wife entertained us with 
a gourmet meal and talk about riding, racing, building Velocettes and life in NSW.  John 
impressed me with an immaculate workshop with carpeting on the floor and tools all 
hung in perfect organization.  His walls were covered by pictures and plaques mostly of 
his many wins on the pre-war MAC.  Next day, John led us up a winding road to the 
Camberwerra Mountain Lookout where we met our travelling partners for the next 10 
days going to the BSA rally (but that's another story).  On returning to Melbourne fol-
lowing the rally, we took a flight to Auckland, NZ and bus to Hamilton where Neville 
and Cheryl Mickleson live.  There, I was immersed in gearhead paradise. Neville is a 
highly skilled machinist and operates a CNC machine making molds for a plastics fac-
tory about 5 minutes from his home.  In his garages and workshop are a wonderful ar-
ray of racing and sporting motorcycles including: Venom Clubman, Velocette/Norton 
road racer, Pre-war Velo KTT road racer, Briggo JAWA/Norton racer, Jawa 250 “Cali-
fornia”, BMW R90S, Honda 750, and his home built Matchless 800 something side car 
racer.  Neville has been racing for 39 years and his father, Jack, also raced a MAC.  In 
NZ, we visited “Hobbiton” the movie set for The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings, several 
gardens, a waterfall, a seaside village, and Neville and I had a great day roaming the 
hills on 2 of his motorcycles.  The views and terrain on the North Island look very 
much like the “Shire” from “The Hobbit” only without the nasty Orcs.  I expected to 
see Gandalf poke his head in to say “Hi” sometime when I was there.   
 I think you see where I'm going with this.  Building and racing Velocettes is 
more than just getting your fingers dirty and a few minutes of excitement.  The Velo 
family extends across the globe and we are some pretty interesting people. 
Gary Roper, Medford, OR 
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News from DownUnder: 
Ken Lucas, a member of VOCA & Velo owner was awarded an OAM in the Australia 
Day honours List.  Likely he is the first in VOCA to get such a prestigious award. 
Attached some items for use in the next or subsequent FTDU... 
Best,  DQ 
Ken Lucas's shed, VOC Annual Rally, 2004.  photo by Dennis Quinlan 
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2019 Good Companions Rally 
Sun 3rd to Sun 10th November 2019  

Hahndorf Resort just out of Hahndorf in the beautiful Adelaide Hills  
Expression of Interest is due by 31st March 2019  



 I am reaching out to see if the 
Velo Club is interested in joining us at 
The Californian happening on May 4th 
at Santa Anita Park.  Jeff & Lanora 
joined us last year showing the only 
two Velos at the event and we had a 
ball.  Wondering if maybe we can get a 
few more of the superior machines this 
year as well as promote the club?  If 
you'd be willing to cross promote the 
event, I would be happy to comp your 
booth! 
 I know that Paul (and maybe 
more of ya) will be tied up at The 
Quail, but it would be great to see any 
of you that live in the SoCal area! 
 Let me know what you think... 
Brady Walker 
THE CALIFORNIAN 
RAMMING SPEED 
F.A.D.E. 
IMS TOUR 2018-19 
www.bradywalker.com 
310-980-7129 

2018 Clubman’s Calendar  

23 Feb (Sat)  BSAOCNC DELTA RIDE  Don Danmeier 415-898-0330  
24 Feb (Sun)  BSAOCSC “CINDER CONE” DUAL SPORT RIDE 
  Mike Haney 760-365-9191 or Jim Wilson 310-292-8997  
03 Mar (Sat) BSAOCSC “ORTEGA HIGHWAY TO LAKE ELSINORE” RIDE 
  Dave Zamiska 714-962-0995 or Steve Ortiz 951-245-5287 
16 Mar (Sat)  BSAOCNC EAST BAY RIDE  
  E.J. Finsilver, 925-838-7114 or ejfin@sbcglobal.net 
17 Mar (Sun)  NCNOC Highway cleanup and ride, Skylonda  
  Ken Armann, 408-455-9388  
17 Mar (Sun)  BSAOCSC “AL BAKER DUAL SPORT” RIDE 
  Jim Wilson 310-292-8997 or Mike Haney 760-365-9191 
23-24 Mar  Vintage Motorcycle Rally & Show, Caldwell ID 
  www.IdahoVintageMotorcycleClub.org  
07 Apr (Sun)  BSAOCSC “Paul Elmore Memorial Inland Empire” Ride  
  Steve Ortiz 951-440-3521  
12-14 Apr  BSAOCNC/BSAOCSC MID-STATE RIDE, Carmel 
  David Warnes, 650-868-5440 or david.warnes@sbcglobal.net  
  Ray Pallett, 510-456-6578 or rayp_94040@yahoo.com 
14 Apr (Sun)  NCNOC Santa Cruz ride 
  Ken Armann, 408-455-9388  
21 Apr (Sun)   BSAOCSC BARRY SMITH MEMORIAL ALL-BRITISH RUN  
  Steve Ortiz, 951-440-3521 or Barbara Barrett, 661-703-9249  
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27 Apr (Sat)  Northwest Motorcycle Classic, Lynden WA  
  www.washingtonvintagemotorcycleclub.org 
  marcuscc @comcast.net  
27 Apr (Sat)  BSAOCNC “MOTHER LODE” RIDE, El Dorado Hills  
  Mike Crick 916-797-0879  
03-05 May  The Quail Motorcycle Gathering,Carmel  
04 May (Sat)  The Californian at Santa Anita Park   
  Brady Walker 310 980-7129 
05 May (Sun)  BSAOCSC SWAP MEET  
  Steve Ortiz, 951-440-3521 or Barry Sulkin, 310-398-6406  
11 May (Sat)  BSAOCNC “MOTO MARIN” San Rafael  
  Dave Giusti, 415-269-1841  
12 May (Sun)  NCNOC Mount Hamilton Ride 
  Ken Armann, 408-455-9388  
18 May (Sat)  Velocette OC “Spring Opener” Napa   
  clubman@velocette.org  

Dear Kami 
 Hey what’s up?  I don’t understand chicks at all.  This one girl seems to be 
really into me, but only for like one day a year.  
 Each year in the Spring, she calls me all excited about getting her bike on the 
road and I can’t help it.  I gotta help her.  I wheel this bike outta her garage and then go 
through the whole check list to make sure the bike is ready to be on the road.  I even 
clean the bike and make it look pretty for her. 
  While I’m doing all this I feel great.  The girl brings me beers every once in a 
while.  Sometimes coffee or 
sandwiches.  I go home think-
ing I’m sure to get some riding 
time soon.  But after this one 
day she’s busy busy busy.  She 
has no time to get together to 
go for a ride.  I don’t know if 
she’s too busy to get her bike 
out or what.  Except, come to 
think of it, every year when I 
go over to prep her bike the 
tires are worn down to threads.   
 The same thing has 
happened for the last thirteen 
years, and I’m expecting her to 
call any day now.  What should 
I do? 
Spring into Action 

Dear Spring, 
 If you promise not to 
call me girl or chick and I give 
you my address, will you per-
form the same services?  I’ll 
bring the whiskey.   Kami 
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Spring Cleaning 
By Jeffry Shadetree 

 Yep.  Winter weather, whether or not you have some or only climate, is, ac-
cording to the groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, going to be short this year.  Spring is on 
the way so it’s time to get the spanners warmed up and limber up those mechanics 
gloves.  When talking about getting the Velo ready for the spring riding season we want 
to remember the last few rides and any little niggling details that may have come to 
light that now can put right.  Of course there are the normal checks and routine items 
that all motors need. 
 Start at one end and start with the wipe rag, even if the bike is already clean, 
go over all the points of attachment as well as all the pivot points.  Try to wiggle the 
swing arm.  If you get visible side to side movement, its time to renew the swing arm 
pivot pieces.  Extend the forks and shocks to full length by taking all the weight off 
then set the bike down and measure the sag.  The forks might have one inch and the 
shocks a half inch.  Sit on the bike feet up with the normal load.  You should get another 
inch forks and shocks.   
 Cables are always a good place to find fault and levers often get worn at the 
pivots.  Always make sure there is adequate lubrication at all the moving points.  Foot 
brake and shift linkage often get ignored and these points can usually benefit by some 
attention to bushing clearances. 
 Charging system components are given the least amount of thought.  As it 
should be.  Once the dynamo is operational it has to have some governance and a way 
to get those volts out.  Get a reliable regulator, solid state components are the best bet.  
Make sure all the wires go to where they are supposed to go and that they are protected 
from chafe and vibration.  For trouble-free running lights firm connections are essential 
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and run an earthing strap to each component.  Sealed lead acid batteries are better than 
the old screw cap type, but will silt up with sulfation just as quickly when just sitting 
around even on a trickle charger.  Load test after sitting more than a couple of months.  
Some E-Regs are sensitive to low battery voltage and may not work if the battery has a 
dead cell. 
 Oil grades and types are a lovely source of all night discussions around a keg 
and campfire.  The type you choose is secondary to making sure there is some and that 
you change it at regular intervals.  If you have a tank filter at least drain it every oil 
change.  There are paper filter conversions for those whom felt holds minimal appeal.  
Leaks are to personal taste and depth of pocket.  On no account allow the amount of oil 
replaced due to leaks substitute oil change.   
 The clutch gets the obligatory mention due to the nature of the shade tree me-
chanics ability to render it inoperable.  As an engineering marvel it may be a few items 
from the top ten but it does have its merits.  To ensure proper operation, ALL of the bits 
must be in the right place and operate in accordance with the original engineering speci-
fication.  One change, new plates, worn or loose sleeve gear bearing, clutch cable with 
a spongy outer, and your gear changes become stiff and clunky and city driving a 
nightmare.  So if you change something make sure to note where the change is in rela-
tion to all the other components and how far the change has altered the relevant compo-
nent.  Ensure that all the other components affected by that change are brought back 
into specified tolerance.  Parts changers beware. 
 Keep your fuel clean.  Rinse out the fuel tank and install some version of in-
line filter with the inlet side of the filter at the lowest point in the loop.  This acts as a 
sediment trap of sorts.  Alcohol fuels must be drained from the float bowl and tank for 
storage of more than a month or less if the environment is very damp.  Carburetor parts 
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do wear out.  If you can get more than a thirty-second of an inch forward and back 
movement on the slide anywhere on the lift you have an air leak.  The more highly de-
veloped bikes, Venoms and Thruxtons, will need some jetting and timing modifications 
to safely perform with the new fuels.  Unfortunately the data from dyno tests and the 
statistical on-the-road results are not yet available or reliable so the best course is to use 
the throttle with discretion unless you have some race fuel at hand.  The original own-
er’s guide is well heeded in regards to engine operation here.  To avoid pinking, keep 
the rpm up, switching to a lower gear under load or up steep inclines to avoid lugging.  
Lugging is defined as low rpm, high throttle opening operation.  If you cannot acceler-
ate by opening the throttle it may be time to shift down. 
 And that brings us to the heart of the matter.  As with any relationship if there 
is no spark there is no whoopee.  More Velos were put aside due to inadequate spark 
than any other reason.   The spark must occur, at the same place relative to the crank 
position and every other revolution ( except on a GTP or Viceroy where it is every rev). 
The old check for spark with the plug out on the fins just don’t cut it anymore.  Our 
mags have changed too much from use to take any of the original performance charac-
teristics for granted.  Always assume the mag is in need of detailed testing and do it 
prior to use.  Determine the physical condition of the bearings and the advance compo-
nents auto or manual.  Any slop or play in these parts will lead to wandering timing.  
Spin the mag on a test bed with a timing light(or an oscilloscope if you have one) and 
observe the timing characteristics at full advance and various retard settings.  Vary the 
speed and observe and changes to the timing at various speeds.  This is particularly 
necessary after a send-out rebuild.  If the timing is observed to vary more than one de-
gree during the testing, measures must be taken or your motoring pleasure will be com-
promised.  For the points and coil set, the same tests must be made with the same crite-
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ria.  Finding a reliable test and rebuild shop or acquiring the skills and tools to do these 
tests may be bypassed with an E-mag for those to whom relying on a battery seem ab-
horrent or an E-ignition with a modern drive housing which are now available in six 
volt.  Either one will net precision timing and advance not to mention more reliable 
starting as opposed to a dodgy mag.  There is a little trade off in that the modern e-type 
mag will not give the same  punch as 
a working mag and most E-ignitions 
fall a little short as well . All three 
types prefer a non resistor plug. Any 
model will benefit from a nice hot 
precision spark and a good mag is the 
best for that.  Unless you are racing, a 
slightly lower output precision timing 
unit trumps looks every time.  Keep 
the spark alive. 
 That should be enough to be 
going on with.  Next issue we will 
touch on some of the finer points of 
Motoring such as seating position and 
trafficator lense restoration.
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This mag has a bushing pressed in place and sized to tighten up the clearance around 
the cam ring.

The timing wheel on the test stand 
for use with the timing light & a 
variable speed drill.
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