
HEIR MAIL:  PAUL’S LETTER TO ROME 
Ch. 2 

opulation 1,000,000 in 57 A.D. in power-hungry Rome, the world’s Metropolis.  
From Britain to Arabia Rome rules one-fifth of the world.   

From Corinth, a key Greek city which Caesar had rebuilt a century earlier, Paul 
writes to Christ’s people in Rome, mostly Gentiles, announcing that due to Jesus’ victory 
over death, all men and women, Jews and Gentiles, free and slaves now have equal and 
direct access to God.  After His resurrection Christ summons Paul to the “third heaven” 
where He reveals His previously withheld “gospel of the grace of God” (2 Corinthians 
12:1-10). Paul refers to it as the “mystery” or the “secret.” Unlike Judaism’s performance-
based system, Paul’s gospel is "salvation by faith.” Let’s get a running start and 
read Romans 1:28-2:29 (NLT). 

28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, He abandoned them to their 
foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done. 29 Their lives became 
full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, 
malicious behavior and gossip.30 They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, 
and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their parents. 31 They 
refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless and have no mercy. 32 They 
know God’s justice requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet they do 
them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too. 

2 You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have 
no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are 
condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these same things. 2 We know God, 
in His justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 3 Since you judge others for 
doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the 
same things? 4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant and patient God is with 
you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that His kindness is intended to turn 
you from your sin? 

5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up 
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous 
judgment will be revealed. 6 He will judge everyone according to what they have 
done.7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory 
and honor and immortality that God offers. 8 But He will pour out his anger and wrath 
on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and live lives of 
wickedness. 9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing evil—
for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.[a] 10 But there will be glory and honor and 
peace from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. 11 For 
God does not show favoritism. 
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12 When Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never had God’s written 
law. And the Jews, who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when they fail to 
obey it. 13 Merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right with God. It is obeying the 
law that makes us right in His sight. 14 Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written 
law, show that they know His law when they instinctively obey it, even having not 
heard it.15 They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own 
conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.16 The 
message I proclaim is that the day is coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge 
everyone’s secret life. 

17 You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s law, and you boast about your 
special relationship with him. 18 You know what He wants; you know what is right 
because you have been taught His law.19 You are convinced that you are a guide for the 
blind and a light for people who are lost in darkness. 20 You think you can instruct the 
ignorant and teach children the ways of God. For you are certain that God’s law gives 
you complete knowledge and truth. 

21 If you teach others, why don’t you teach yourself? You tell others not to steal, but do 
you steal? 22 You say it is wrong to commit adultery, but do you commit adultery? You 
condemn idolatry, but do you use items stolen from pagan temples?[b] 23 You are so 
proud of knowing the law, but you dishonor God by breaking it. 24 No wonder the 
Scriptures say, “The Gentiles blaspheme the name of God because of you.”[c] 

25 The Jewish ceremony of circumcision has value only if you obey God’s law. But if you 
don’t obey God’s law, you are no better off than an uncircumcised Gentile. 26 And if the 
Gentiles obey God’s law, won’t God declare them to be His own people? 27 In fact, 
uncircumcised Gentiles who keep God’s law will condemn you Jews who are 
circumcised and possess God’s law but don’t obey it. 

28 For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because 
you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a true Jew is one whose 
heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying the letter of the 
law; rather it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. And a person with a changed 
heart seeks praise[d] from God, not from people. 

DISCUSS:   What are your thoughts about how God deals with people” 

“Takes-1-2-No-1” 
Romans 2:1-16 

 
Criticizing others backfires by unwrapping our own faults.  As a follower of Jesus, our 
sin record has been wiped completely clean, never to be brandished before us again 
(Romans 8:1).  How so?  It is the cross, the most meaningful meme ever.  It was on 
that cursed tree that God the Father, true to His nature of being completely just, had 
His sinless Son bear every sin – past, present and future, satisfying the death sentence 
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handed down to each of us.  That done, He copied-and-pasted Jesus’ perfect standing 
with Him to the account of each of us who, by faith, receives His unspeakable gift (2 
Corinthians 5:21).  By laying down His life, our sin debt was tetelestai (Greek for “paid 
in full). 
 
Every person recognizes God’s work in creation. Yet, he rejects his Maker to worship 
what his Maker has made, leaving all of us with no excuse (Romans 1:18-20, 25). Since 
He gives us free will, we get what we choose.  Because they can’t perfectly obey the 
law, Jews are doomed, and Gentiles are condemned by violating their consciences 
(Romans 3:10).  We can’t satisfy God by doing good, nor can we ignore Him.   
 
DISCUSS:  Being in this spiritual cul de sac, what are our options?   
 
On one side of the cross imagine a plus (+) sign; on the other, a minus (-) sign.  If you 
believe that, to be saved, you must add your good works (even religious ones) to 
Christ’s work on the cross, it will produce self-pride. And if you feel that you can never 
do enough to receive God’s love and forgiveness, it produces guilt and hopelessness.  
 
God rewards good, punishes evil, always does what’s right and true, never is unfair and 
is not obligated to “save” anyone.  He is not impressed with what we do (Psalm 139:23; 
Hebrews 4:13). He’ll judge us by our works -- But save us by His grace (Ephesians 
2:8-9).  “NOW when a man works, his wages are not a gift But an obligation (Romans 
4:4-5).  However, to the man who does not work But trusts God who justifies the 
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.”  
 
DISCUSS:  What does striving to earn God’s approval do to you?  
 
Made “in the image of God,” everyone knows right from wrong. “The work of the law is 
written in (our) hearts” (Jeremiah 31:31-33).   What is the work of the law?  It is to 
condemn (2 Corinthians 3:9). Jesus’ disciples asked.  “What must we do to do the 
works God requires?” He replied, “The work of God is to believe in the One He has 
sent” (John 6:28-29).  
 
DISCUSS:  What’s the significance of our being “made in God’s image?” 
 

God’s Holy But  
23 Everyone has sinned and is far from God's saving presence. 24 But by the free gift of 
God's grace all are put right with Him through Christ Jesus who sets them free. 25-26 God 
offered Him, so that by His blood[a] He should become the means by which people's sins 
are forgiven through their faith in Him. God did this in order to demonstrate that He is 
righteous. In the past He was patient and overlooked people's sins; But in the present 
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time He deals with their sins in order to demonstrate His righteousness. In this way God 
shows that He Himself is righteous and that He puts right everyone who believes in 
Jesus. 

27 What, then, can we boast about? Nothing! And what is the reason for this? Is it that 
we obey the Law? No, but that we believe. 28 For we conclude that a person is put right 
with God only through faith, and not by doing what the Law commands. 29 Or is God 
the God of the Jews only? Is He not the God of the Gentiles also? Of course, He 
is. 30 God is one, and He will put the Jews right with Himself on the basis of their faith 
and will put the Gentiles right through their faith. 31 Does this mean that by this faith we 
do away with the Law? No, not at all; instead, we uphold the Law (Romans 3:23-31). 

But God loves us so much that He made a way, BUT only one way, for us to be right 
with Him forever.  Leaving no doubt, Jesus asserted, “I am the Way … no one comes to 
My Father except through Me” (John 14:6). That way is to trust God’s complete, 
permanent forgiveness, purchased by Jesus’ proxy death for us.  Unless we put our 
faith in Jesus, we literally choose hell as our destiny.  
  
DISCUSS:  What in God’s character can tenderize a sinner’s heart?  
 
Let’s say you’re Abraham, waiting nervously for God’s signal to plunge a knife into 
Isaac, your innocent son.  In that horrifying moment would you have presence of mind 
to calculate that because God had given you His word, that your family line would 
produce a Redeemer, God would have to let Isaac live, right (Genesis 3:15, 12:1-3; 
John 3:16-17, 35-36)?  
 
DISCUSS:  Describe a time when you wrestled with your faith in God. 
 
 

Seat or Throne:  You Choose 
Romans 2:17-29 

 
The Jews felt superior since God had given them the temple, rituals, special feasts, 
washings and laws.  Only Jesus meets God’s standard of perfection.  Eternal life is given 
to those who trust Christ.  Those who reject Him suffer eternal separation from Him in 
hell with satan and his angels.  God says, It’s time to be real!  My judgments are based 
on Truth. 

11 The testimony is this: God has given us eternal life, and this life has its source in His 
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has this life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 
not have life.13 I am writing this to you so that you may know that you have eternal life—
you who believe in the Son of God (I John 5:11-13). 
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Only unbelievers are on trial at the Great White Throne.  They procrastinated or 
tried to satisfy God through their wits instead of receiving, by faith, the gift of His 
pardon.  God’s Son died to be our Savior, BUT if we choose to reject Him, He’ll be our 
Judge.  At the final bar of justice, the Great White Throne, time’s up.  By then you’ve 
already decided your fate (John 5:27; Acts 17:31; Revelation 20:11-15).     
 
Conversely, only believers are at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  At this awards 
ceremony God honors what He's done through us, and mercifully destroys our self-
serving works (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Timothy 4:7-8).  So what’s Paul saying to us 
here in ch. 2?   
 

1. We are born sinners whose only hope is to embrace the only Savior. 
2. Doing good will not admit you to God’s divine dance. 
3. Since you cannot obey all 613 Old Testament laws, because God loves you so 

much, Jesus obeyed them for you!  
 
DISCUSS:  Contrast being religious with being a follower of Jesus. 
 
Circumcision is an outward sign of separation from worldly desires.  But 
if only outward, it’s unacceptable to God who requires circumcision of the heart, a work 
done only by the Holy Spirit (Romans 11:6; Ephesians 2:8-10)!  Your sin is not the issue.  
Jesus dealt with it once for all at  
Golgotha.  The question is:  will you accept God's forgiveness gift?  
 
Please hear me. You really do need to do this now.  Just pray, "Father, I’m humbled 
that Your Son pad for my sin with His life. I receive Your pardon, and I trust You, Jesus, 
to be my Lord and Savior.  Thank You.” 
 

"Tell Me One More Time About Jesus" 
 

Tell me one more time about Jesus 
All about forgiveness and grace 

Tell me one more time about Jesus 
All about my Savior's face 

 
Here comes my old friend, the preacher, 

He's knocking at my door 
He's out tryin' to save all the sinners 
He's been here so many times before 

 
I love the easy conversation 

Man, that preacher sure can talk 
Brings up my need for salvation 
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Even though he knows I'm stubborn to a fault 
 

Tell me one more time about Jesus 
All about forgiveness and grace 

Tell me one more time about Jesus 
Lord I need just a little more faith 

 
I walked by the church Sunday mornin' 

I slipped on in the back door 
It’s sure been a long time coming 

Tell me, preacher, what I need to know 
 

His words were like a cool drink of water 
He said, “Sinners, come on down the aisle” 

So I went runnin' for the altar 
You should of seen my old friend the preacher smile 

 
Tell me one more time about Jesus 

All about forgiveness and grace 
Tell me one more time about Jesus 

I long to see my Savior's face 
Oh, I long to see my Savior's face 

 
Sung by Vince Gill 
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