
Timothy: 
Paul’s Mentee 

 
he Bible opens with the Old Testament (OT) describing Earth’s 
creation and its first humans.  With history, poetry and prophecy, 
the OT’s 39 books trace the Jews’ bumpy ride up to 400 years 
before Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem.  The New Testament’s (NT) 27 

books describe the life and teachings of Jesus, God’s only Son, while 
He lived on earth.  Next, the Acts of the Apostles relates the infancy of 
the Christian faith.  Then a string of letters, most written by Paul, 
God’s first missionary to the Gentiles.  The NT concludes with 
Revelation, the biblical Star Wars. 
 
It took 1,400 years for some 40 authors, all directly inspired by God, 
to write the Bible.  The OT was written in Hebrew and Aramaic.  The 
NT in Greek.  Yet, with so much diversity spanning many centuries, it 
tells one story -- God loves us so much that He wants us to live 
with Him forever. 
 
But wait, the Bible is just one of many approaches to God, right?  We 
wouldn’t want to offend anyone by having a firm belief that differed 
with theirs, right?  So when it comes to third-rail issues like religion, 
we avoid conversations that might make it uncomfortable.  So we opt 
for tolerance and being nice. That frees everyone to define and 
experience “the God they want,” not “the God Who is.”  We don’t want 
to be handcuffed to anybody’s dogma, certainly not the Bible’s!  Then 
we agree to just “make nice,” okay? 
 
God says all we need to know isin His love letter to us, His 
Manufacturer’s tutorial, the Bible.  Paul writes, “See to it that no one 
takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy which 
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world 
rather than on Christ.”  (Colossians 2:6-8) 

 
Taking A Spiritual Compliance Check 

 
How did you react when you first heard the Gospel?  You read in the 
Bible that Jesus literally came to earth 2,000 years ago and died on a 
cross in your place so that God the Father might, in His justice and 
mercy, forgive you of all your sins.  Jesus, in effect, paid in full -- with 
His life -- the price that was on your head.  You hear that this 
forgiveness makes you totally clean in God’s sight, that it’s your ticket 
to spend life-after-death with God in heaven instead of turning on a 
spit in a place the Bible calls hell.  You hear that to be forgiven, you 
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don’t pay anything, stop doing anything, start doing anything -- you 
just: 
 

• Agree with God that you’re a sinner -- not that you’ve ever 
committed one …. we were just born that way!  Next … 
 
• With childlike faith you invite Christ to take charge in your 

life.  And ….   
   

• You start taking baby steps to "follow Christ,” whatever that 
means. 

 
On the Road with Paul 

 
Ron Grossman wrote in The Seattle Times 12-25-98:  “… wherever 
(the Roman Empire’s) legions went, they laid down roads -- 53,638 
miles of main highway stretching from Palestine to England, from 
North Africa to Germany.”  Paul covered many of those miles, 
commuting between Palestine and southern Mediterranean countries, 
then concluding his hall-of-fame tour in Rome where he was beheaded 
for simply preaching about Jesus. 

 
Born about 3 A.D. to Jewish parents in the (now Turkish) city of 
Tarsus, Paul is first named Saul, like the Jews’ first king.  He takes 
formal rabbinical training in Jerusalem.  In his zeal to protect the 
Jewish faith against the early Christians’ assertions that Jesus was 
their longed-for Messiah, he rabidly tortures them.  

 
Saul is an accessory to the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr.  Then Saul hears Christ’s voice en route to Damascus and 
does a 180 to follow Him, becoming Paul whom God taps to tell the 
world that He no longer holds our sins against us, that we can have a 
guilt-free, Father/son relationship with Him that’s a gift from God, not 
something we work to earn. 

 
Paul insists that one’s walk with Jesus Christ does not begin with 
something we do; it begins with what He did at the cross where He 
paid the debt that erased our sins once and for all!  Delivering this 
radical message often resulted in Paul’s being stoned, jailed, 
shipwrecked and then killed by a Roman executioner. 

 
At least NT 13 books were written by Paul, most to specific churches 
he’d founded on his three missionary treks about 48-56 A.D. when he 
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taught in some 30 cities, in several languages.  These “churches” met 
in homes since church buildings were not erected ‘til Roman ruler 
Constantine the Great who himself in 312 A.D. embraced the 
Christian faith.  A year later, with co-emperor Licinius, he ends 
Rome’s persecution of Christians.  Later he rebuilds Constantinople 
(now Istanbul) as “the new Rome.” 
 
From 56-60 A.D. Paul is tied up in Roman courts, arrested for 
preaching about Jesus whom the Empire regarded as a political 
threat.  60-61 A.D. Paul is held in house arrest in Rome, then 
released 62-67 A.D.  Now he drops off two brilliant understudies to 
pastor two key start-up churches -- Timothy in Ephesus (now western 
Turkey) and Titus on the island of Crete.  Later he writes each a letter 
(the NT books of I Timothy and Titus) about 63-66 A.D.  Recaptured 
and locked in a dungeon in Rome for the rest of his days, Paul writes 
Timothy a second letter in about 67 A.D. when he’s 64.  It’s his last 
NT letter. 

 
Who’s On First, Timothy? 

 
If you’ve ever turned over your job to a successor, you know how scary it is to let go and 
trust somebody to build on what you started.  This is where Paul is in writing I Timothy 
to a young pastor, about age 30, beginning his pastoral career in Ephesus, a city 
consumed with worshipping the pagan deity Diana, the Greeks’ love goddess.  
 
Paul meets Tim on his first missionary trip to Lystra (southern Turkey).  Tim’s about 16, 
and when he first hears Paul tell about Jesus Christ, he believes him.  Now, years later, 
Paul is assigning a key pulpit to Tim, and he writes him about (a) what the Christian 
church really is -- and (b) what real Christian love is.  From the git-go Paul instructs Tim 
to oppose false teaching.  Let’s read ch. 1:1-20. 
 
With wicked Nero torching Christians for kicks, Paul urges Tim to pray for everybody, 
even our national leaders.  Let’s read ch. 2: 1-7. 
 
Paul urges young Tim to not concentrate on pulling doctrinal weeds from his church’s 
garden; just bear down on (a) preaching God’s Truth and (b) setting a godly example 
himself.  Let’s read ch. 4:1-16. 
 
Here’s Paul’s slant on wealth.  Let’s read it in ch. 6:6-21. 

 
Got a Second, Timothy? 

 
As a rule, one’s dying words are some of his most profound.  In 1995 
at my Mother’s bedside, knowing that her brain was flooded with 
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cancer, I said, “Mom, if I could, I’d trade places with you.”  She 
replied, in one of the last coherent things she ever said to me, “No, 
son, God has a lot left for you to do.”  I’m assuming she was right. 
 
Stuck in a dank prison cell about 20 feet in diameter, awaiting one last 
appeal to Nero, ditched by most of his friends who feared Rome’s 
wrath toward Christians, Paul writes his final NT letter, his second 
letter to Timothy, who’s now about 35, in far-away Ephesus across the 
Aegean and Adriatic Seas. 
 
The evil Empire that dominated that first century was in moral decay, 
even paralyzed by a Nero Basketball Association (NBA) lockout.  In 
this letter Paul bequeaths his final wisdom to Tim, i.e., “how to remain 
strong in the midst of a collapsing civilization.”   
 
Paul’s counsel to Tim, and us: (a) guard the Truth, (b) find your 
strength in God, (c) avoid life’s traps and (d) don’t be ashamed to 
speak up -- and live -- for God.  Let’s read ch. 1:1-18. 
 
The victim mentality is in today.  Here’s a man who lived large but 
understands there’s a cost to be paid for hanging out with Christ.  But 
Paul knows the price is well worth the value-add.  Let’s read ch. 2:1-
15 and ch. 3:1-17. 
 
Paul’s final challenge to Tim is a motivational masterpiece in light of 
his condition, i.e., chained deep in Rome’s infamous Mamertine Prison.  
Just think -- Nero, a tyrant, famous ‘round the world.  And Paul, 
languishing, innocent, in a dungeon.  Yet 20 centuries later, parents 
still name their son Paul --- and their dog Nero.  Let’s read 4:1-22. 
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