
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 
Ch. 16 

 
ohn was from northern Palestine, near the Sea of Galilee where Jesus walked on 
water.  He and his brother James were full-time fishermen when they heard Jesus say, 
"Follow Me," and joined His 12-piece band.  James would become the first of that 

dozen to be martyred for telling others about the Messiah. 
 
John's in his 80s as he writes to new Christ-followers and to seekers still wondering who 
Jesus is, 50 years after He'd left the earth.  John is the last living apostle.  He's deeply 
disturbed that many haven't gotten the truth about his amazing Friend, so he tells us why 
he's writing this book.  Let's read it in John 20:31.  Now John 16:1-33. 
 

Beware! 
 

During these dwindling hours before the cross the Savior and His mentees have their "last 
supper" where Judas exits to betray his Master.  In the garden Jesus spills His guts to His 
Father, is arrested, tried before Annas and Caiaphas and condemned by the Jewish high 
court.  His pal Peter denies even knowing Him.  Judas commits suicide.  Jesus is tried by 
Pilate and Herod, mocked, beaten and nailed to a cross between two criminals.   
 
Jesus warns that religious people and institutions would blacklist them, even think they're 
doing God a favor by wiping out Christ's people!  Just "being religious isn't the issue," 
He's saying.  The watershed question for all people is "What will you do with Jesus?" 
 
DISCUSS 
 

The Holy Proxy 
 

Jesus looks beyond His death, resurrection and return to heaven, knowing that without 
Him, His folks would feel lost.  So He promises to send them a Comforter (God the Holy 
Spirit) who'll more than take His place by actually setting up shop in their lives!   
 
God’s Spirit will use the changed lives of Christ's followers to demonstrate that each of 
us is a sinner, that a flawless wholeness has been paid for all of us, but that all who reject 
God's forgiveness must suffer a final, awful judgment. 
 
In spite of God's generous love and patience, here we are, virtual specks in His trackless 
universe, shaking our puny fists at Him, saying, "I'll do it MY way!” 
 
Jesus tells His troops that this Comforter will guide them into all truth about who He 
(Jesus) is -- and about His significance to all mankind, to help them make sense of what's 
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coming, and to focus all attention on Jesus so that His followers can understand and teach 
others about the Savior.  The Holy Spirit did just this within the next few years by leading 
the disciples and others to write the 27 books of the New Testament.  In this guidebook-
for-life God reveals what He wants us to know about Him and His agenda. 
 
He uses no additional, breaking news.  He makes this clear in the very last paragraph of 
the Bible: 
 
"I give fair warning to all who hear the words of the prophecy of this book:  If you add to 
the words of this prophecy, God will add to your life the disasters written in this book; if 
you subtract from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will subtract your part 
from the Tree of Life and the Holy City that are written in this book. (Revelation 22:18-
19) 
 
Oh, and one more thing:  "God the Holy Spirit" was not sent to earth to promote Himself, 
but to call attention to God the Son.   
 
DISCUSS:  
 

Sad/Glad 
 

Jesus had repeatedly told His disciples that He'd soon die.  But it hadn't sunk in.  Many 
trip over having to accept by faith the Bible's seeming paradoxes, things like….. God 
died so that we can live … like Jesus created the universe out of nothing … like what's 
unseen is more real than what's seen … like the first shall be last … like believe in God 
whom you cannot see! 
 
Jesus tells His guys that what's about to make them VERY SAD will soon be that which 
makes them GLAD!  His cross will symbolize history's greatest act of love.  He says, 
"After I leave, you can't ask me to pray to my Father on your behalf.  So here's the deal --
-  just use My name as your PIN, and you can talk to My Father direct!” 
 

"Do You Really Believe?" 
 

In Hamlet Polonius delivers the line that's anathema to a politician: "Brevity is the soul of 
wit."  In one sentence Jesus summarizes his entire, eternal itinerary!  Let's read John 
16:28.   
 
Christ left the splendor of heaven, from where He'd literally spoken the universe into 
existence (Genesis 1, John 1).  Then 2,000 years ago Christ came to earth, laying aside 



 3 

much of His divine power for 33 years to give us an in-the-flesh view of what God the 
Father is like, then to die on a cross to fully satisfy His Father's requirement that we be 
righteous in order to enter His presence, to be buried (signifying that the cross puts to 
death the penalty of our sin), to rise from the grave on the third day (validating His claim 
to divinity) and to return to His Father in heaven, sending God the Holy Spirit to literally 
live in His followers, taking His place 'til He rejoins them (John 14:3). 
 
DISCUSS:  What have you discovered about Jesus in the past year? 
 

The God/Man With A Plan 
 
Jesus is aware that His ragtag eleven are unlikely candidates to become world-changers!  
He says, "Tough times are ahead.  I've told you this so that when you're jeered, stoned 
and thrown to the lions, you can have the brand of peace that only I can give."   
 
Jesus' plan to turn the religious and secular worlds upside down is: 
 
a. Be inwardly transformed; put Christ in charge of your life. 
b. Get your marching orders from God's guidebook, the Bible. 
c. Trust God to turn your sorrows into joy.  
d. Build your life on the unwavering foundation of God's love. 
e. Trust God's strength to compensate for your weakness.  
 

The World Ain't Seen Real Terror Yet 
 
When Adam and Eve took the serpent's advice, flaunting God's command, God honored 
man's free will and allowed satan (the fallen archangel, Lucifer) to take free penalty shots 
and corner kicks for a "season."  6,000 years later we're still in that season. 
 
Only God the Father knows when the final buzzer will sound.  Not even God the Son 
knows.  But when the Father cues Him, the "last days" described in Revelation will 
commence, culminating in Christ's "second coming" when He'll rid the world of sin once 
for all.   
 
As a former public address announcer, I’ve imagined turning on the mic and saying:  
"Attention!  I have news for all of you.  The bad news is that you're all sinners, 
condemned to eternal judgment, with no hope to earn your way out.   
 
"But here's the good news!  God the Father loves each of you so much that He sent His 
Son Jesus to be the only acceptable sacrifice for your sin.  God has made peace with you, 
no longer holding your sin against you, guaranteeing you eternal life, beginning now!”   
 
Please don’t reject God’s sacrificial love.  Just tell Him now, "Father, I quit trying to be 
good enough to get to heaven.  I'm a sinner.  I know Jesus died for me so that one day I 
can stand totally forgiven in Your holy presence.  I humbly accept Your forgiveness.  
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Thank You for loving and saving me.  Please show me how to live Your way.  Thank 
You, Father.  In Jesus' name I pray, amen."   
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