
 
 

Knowledge and Power for Environmental Action: Health Concerns 
in Small Towns and Rural Areas Study 

Soil Sampling Informed Consent Form 

Introduction 

Welcome to the “Empowering Rural Residents for Environmental Action Study." You are invited to 
participate in develop a protocol for citizens to collect soil samples to participate in citizen science and to 
give feedback on the process. Please read the consent form below and sign below at the end of this 
document if you understand the statements and freely consent to participate in the study. 

Procedures 

This study involves using specially designed instructions to collect soil sample in the area where you live. 
The study is being conducted by the Ohio Team of the Interdisciplinary Research Leaders supported by 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The contact person is Dr. Lydia Rose of Kent State University. No 
deception is involved, and the study involves no more than minimal risk to participants (i.e., the level of 
risk encountered in daily life). 

Participation in the study involves collecting a soil sample using specially instructions and mailing or 
returning the kit to the research team. Once samples are collected, a focus group meeting will be held to 
discuss the soil collection instructions. Once we have soil results, a short interview with a research 
assistant will be held to share results. The process of collecting soil typically takes 5-10 minutes, the 
focus group is about 45 minutes, and the interview will be approximately 10-25 minutes. Information 
collected will be held strictly confidential.  

Risks/Discomforts 

There are no known risks/discomforts. Many individuals find participation in this study thoughtful, and no 
adverse reactions have been reported thus far. Participation is voluntary, refusal to take part at any step 
in the study involves no penalty, and participants may withdraw from the study at any time by simply 
discarding the soil sampling kit instructions. 

Benefits 

There are no direct benefits for participants. However, it is hoped that through your participation, 
researchers will learn more about participating in citizen science, and learning about metals in the soil. 

Confidentiality 

All data obtained from participants will be kept confidential and will only be reported in an aggregate 
format (by reporting only combined results and never reporting individual ones). All personal information 
collected in interviews will be concealed, and no one other than the primary investigators and assistant 
researches listed below will have access to them. The data collected will be stored in Qualtrics-secure 
database until it has been deleted by the primary investigator. There is a remote possibility that 
responses could be viewed by unauthorized third parties (e.g., computer hackers).   



Compensation 

There is no direct compensation. Participating allows researchers to share ideas, beliefs, and values to 
the scientific community and the larger communities in which the research is being conducted to improve 
understanding of a culture of health.  

Participation 

Participation in this research study is completely voluntary. You have the right to withdraw at any time or 
refuse to participate entirely without jeopardy. If you desire to withdraw, please return or discard soil 
sampling instructions. You are welcome to notify the principal investigator at this email: 
lrose17@kent.edu. 

Questions about the Research    

If you have questions regarding this study, you may contact Dr. Lydia Rose, at 330-382-7275, or 
lrose17@kent.edu. 

Questions about your Rights as Research Participants 

If you have further questions about this study or your rights, or if you wish to lodge a complaint or 
concern, you may contact the principal investigator, Professor Lydia Rose, at (330) 382-7275; This 
project has been approved by the Kent State University Institutional Review Board. If you have any 
questions about your rights as a research participant or complaints about the research, you may call the 
IRB at 330.672.2704. 

Consent Statement 

I have read this consent form and have had the opportunity to have my questions answered to my 
satisfaction. I voluntarily agree to participate in this study. My completion and return of this document and 
soil sample will be indicative of my consent to participate in this research study. I have been given a copy 
of this consent form. 

 

Signature Date 
  
  

Print Name  
  
  

Street Address  
  

City and State  
  
  

Phone Number  
  
  

Email Address  

 


