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RECEPTION

Don’t Worry Be Happy

Memorial Contributions may be made in Darrel’s name to:  

145 Loucks Street
Kalif Shrine

Cottonwood Long Term Memory Care Unit, 

Sittin on the Dock of the Bay

In Loving Memory of

Darrel Knute Peterson

Do not ask me to remember,

Do Not Ask Me to Remember

Let me rest and know you're with me,

I'm confused beyond your concept,

To be with me at all cost.

Kiss my cheek and hold my hand.

All I know is that I need you

Do not lose your patience with me,

Do not scold or curse or cry.

Don't try to make me understand,

I am sad and sick and lost.

Love me 'til my life is done.

Just remember that I need you,

Can't be different though I try.

– Owen Darnell

I can't help the way I'm acting,

That the best of me is gone,

Please don't fail to stand beside me,
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In Loving Memory Of

Darrel was dra�ed into the United States Army in 1967 and was sent to 
Boot Camp at Fort Lewis Washington.  He was first sta�oned in Germany, 
with his last overseas service being in Vietnam and wrapped up his military 
career at Fort Rucker Alabama in 1977.  

Darrel Knute Peterson, 72, reported “Mission Complete” to the Highest 
Command on Tuesday, August 31, 2021.  Darrel courageously fought a six 
year ba�le with Agent Orange induced Frontotemporal Demen�a (FTD).  
Darrell was born to Paul Orland Peterson and Faye Elizabeth (Carlin) 
Peterson on July 25, 1949 in Douglas, WY.  He spent the summers of his 
youth in the mountains above Glenrock, moving ca�le with his father.  
They later moved to Hagerman, ID, where he a�ended school, met his 
lifelong friend, Bob Bonning (the one person in his youth that he wouldn't 
fist fight with).  

  

While sta�oned in Germany and on an evening out with other soldiers 
sampling beers, Darrel had a panther ta�ooed on his right arm.  He always 
said he had no idea why the panther ta�oo was selected, or how it even 
got there.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Paul Orland Peterson and his 
beloved son MSG Paul Eric Peterson.  

If you knew Darrel you knew his ul�mate gi� was to gab.  He never knew a 
stranger.  Once he had your a�en�on, you were in for quite the gab 
session.  If you were fortunate enough, you even received a lifelong 
nickname.  
Carpentry was his trade, and there was never a project he couldn't 
accomplish.  There are numerous individuals and businesses within the 
Sheridan area in which his handiwork shines.  

We all know Darrel is in heaven saying, 

Unknown to many were Darrel's favorite hobbies, which included drawing, 
pain�ng, wri�ng poetry, admiring the colors of sunrises and sunsets, 
watching the clouds roll by and going for joy rides in the pickup.  He had a 
dis�nct love for music, especially the oldies, and loved playing music trivia 
with “my buddy Steve”.  Playing cards at the dining room table, and usually 
always winning the games, were one of his special�es.  

Darrel is survived by his wife, Sandra of Sheridan, children Lauren and Erin 
of Sheridan, Shawn of Bella Vista, Arkansas, Michelle of Casper, John of 
Bu�e, Gary and Jerry of Glenrock, his mother, Liz and his sister Susie, both 
of Sheridan.  Darrel is also survived by his eighteen grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren.  

Whenever Darrel talked about passing, he would always say, “It's a good 
trip, if you're headed in the right direc�on.” 

                         “Free at last, Free at last, Lord Almighty, Free at last.”

July 25, 1949 - August 31, 2021

Darrel Peterson
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