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Bill is survived by his step-daughter Tyra Williamson, his former wife 
Phyllis Iddings, grandchildren; Stacie Mack and Robert (Rob) 
Williamson, four great grandchildren and his good friends for over 80 
years; John Wood, Bob Wood, Carol Wood and Willis Wood whom he 
considered family.

William Gilbert “Bill” Valdez was born in Worland, Wyoming 
October 29, 1933 to Gilbert and Rosie Valdez.  The family's first home 
was a sheep wagon as Gilbert tended sheep for a living.  At the age of 
four Billy acquired a ¾ bred Shetland pony which he named “Midget”.  
With his father's help and training Billy learned many trick riding 
stunts and rope tricks which he performed while riding Midget.  His 
first performance was at a Rodeo in Decker, Montana where he was 
paid $11.00 for two days.  At the age of five Billy won a saddle horse, 
bridle and saddle blanket for having the best western outfit in the 
1939 Sheridan Rodeo parade.  Billy and Midget performed at many 
Rodeos and events across Wyoming for the next seven years including 
races and jumping events, winning trophies and prizes.  As a young 
man Bill continued Rodeo, riding bulls, horses and roping.  Bill 
worked for the Highway Department as a surveyor and later was a 
nursing assistant at the VA Hospital from which he retired.  Bill loved 
the outdoors and participated and led many pack trips in the Big 
Horn Mountain wilderness.  He loved to tell stories of the many 
places he had ridden horseback with a joke or story and a little 
twinkle in his eye that applied to any conversation.  
Bill was a “true cowboy”.  His greatest love was caring for his horses 
and all the animals who found him an incredible guardian and friend.  
Bill was passionate about caring for his mother and their property in 
Big Horn.  Bill was a man of God and always knew how to treat people 
never bowing to disrespect.  We will miss you Bill, love your family 
and friends.  
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just by myself.
Oh, Lord, I reckon I'm not much

I fail to do a lot of things 

“Let's ride my friend."

the happiest trail would be

Amen

Above all else, 

for you to say to me, 

flowers they send,

and passes high,
help me to ride 'em straight 

And when in the falling dusk, 
I get the final call,

I do not care how many 

I ought to do.

the whole way through.

But Lord, when trails are steep 

William Gilbert ValdezTHE COWBOY PRAYER
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