
THREE WEEKS BEFORE

MOVING WITH PETS CHECKLIST
Moving has never been easy unless you hire a moving company, and even then, you still have complications to navigate. It 

requires weeks or months of preparation to get ready to relocate to your new home. The same can be said for moving with 

pets.

Just like humans, pets need time to acclimate to new surroundings. This is why checklists are necessary during such moves to 

ensure that your pet is ready. Here is a pet moving checklist to help you prepare for your move.

LOOK OUT FOR A PET-FRIENDLY HOTEL

Check if you can find a pet-friendly hotel in the area you’re relocating to. Also, check if the hotels have weight and breed 

restrictions. Ask if they charge pet fees and whether they allow all kinds of pets.

CONNECT WITH YOUR PET CARRIER

Confirm that your pet carrier is comfortable enough for extended travel periods. If you don’t have a pet carrier, shop for one or ask 

your vet for recommendations.

GET NECESSARY PET VACCINATIONS DONE

Each country has its vaccination requirements when moving with pets, which you’ll have to adhere to before you can travel. If 

you’re moving with a dog, cat, or ferret, you’ll need a rabies vaccine at least 21 days before traveling to the EU.

CHECK THE ID TAG OF YOUR PET

If your pet doesn’t have a chip, ensure that one is implanted. This increases the chances of recovery if your pet is lost during travel 

or relocation. Also, update your information on the ID tags. You can also add other useful data, such as medical history. 

CONNECT WITH YOUR EXISTING VET 

Before you leave, consult your vet to ensure that your dog is ready for the move. Your vet will check that everything is up-to-date 

and might even connect you to a vet in the area you’re relocating to.
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TWO WEEKS BEFORE

GET AND COMPARE FREE QUOTES FROM PET MOVERS COMPANY

Transporting your belongings to a di�erent country is going to be hectic and stressful. Ideally, you should consult international 

movers and get free quotes. Don't just go with the price; also, look at the services they o�er.

GATHER ALL YOUR NECESSARY DOCUMENTS

If you hire a pet movers company, they should take care of documentation.

LOOK INTO HEALTH INSURANCE OPTIONS

Since you’re traveling with your pets, consider pet travel insurance. It will only cover your pet for the period it’s in transit. If you 

want ongoing insurance, consider pet health insurance.

THINK ABOUT YOUR FINANCES

Who will pay for the pet moving services? Do you have enough funds to pay for insurance, vaccines, and additional 

documentation? 
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1 WEEK BEFORE

FAMILIARIZE YOUR PETS WITH THEIR CRATES AND CARRIERS

Now that you have a pet carrier, it’s time to introduce your pet to the carrier or crate. Start by placing the carrier in your pet’s 

familiar locations and throw some treats in it. Add a towel or blanket for comfort, especially if you’re moving long-distance with 

your pets.

CONSIDER ANY SEASONAL MOVING ISSUES

Having a coat of fur doesn’t necessarily mean that your pet won’t struggle to acclimate in extremely cold or hot 

temperatures. Consult your veterinarian to ensure that your pets aren’t vulnerable as you move to a di�erent climate.

GATHER (AND LEAVE OUT) MOVING BOXES

Check with your moving company to confirm what they can move and what they won’t. Confirm if they provide moving boxes and 

whether they can move large objects such as your hot tub. Remember, you’re also moving; thus, ensure that you hire a reputable 

moving company.

DOUBLE-CHECK THAT REQUIREMENTS ARE MET

With one week to go before the move, it’s time to confirm that all requirements in the moving checklist have been met.
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DAY BEFORE THE MOVE

VERIFY ALL DETAILS WITH YOUR MOVERS

Check that you have ticked everything o� your moving checklist. Contact the moving company to ensure that all parties are 

ready to relocate.

PREPARE ALL THE RELATED DOCUMENTS

REFILL & PICK UP PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS

PUT THE PETS AWAY

Compile the necessary travel documents such as vaccination records and licenses. Don’t forget to prepare the leashes, 

travel crate or carrier, water, and food bowls, and toys.

Visit your veterinarian and pick up any medication that your pet needs. 

Keep the pet away from boxes, especially if you own a cat or ferret. Moving with cats can be stressful as they love boxes. 

Your cat can enter a box, and if you’re not careful, it will be packed together with the other belongings
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FAQS

What to Do with Pets When Moving?

You can hire a pet sitter to make packing easier. Alternatively, you can hire a pet movers company to handle everything to do 

with moving pets. 

Can You Take Your Pets with You When Moving Abroad?

Yes, you can travel with your pets to a di�erent country. However, you’ll need to adhere to the vaccination requirements of 

your country and wherever you’re going. For example, if you’re going to the EU, your veterinarian will need to administer a 

rabies vaccine 21 days before travel. All other medications and vaccines should be up to date.

How Do You Move Long-Distance With a Pet?

You can hire a pet movers company to handle the move. This should ease your worries about carriers, vaccinations, 

medications, licenses, etc. All this will come at a cost, but it’s easier than handling the move by yourself.

Should Pets Be Allowed to Move Freely in a Moving Vehicle?

No, restrain your pets when traveling to ensure that they don’t distract the driver. If the vehicle were to stop abruptly, the pet 

could get injured or injure the driver. Therefore, use a pet carrier, crate, or seat belt harness to restrain your pet while on the 

move.

Can You Put Your Dog in the Back of Your Truck?

Yes, you can transport your dog in the back of your truck. However, the dog needs to be secured or restrained to prevent it 

from jumping or falling o� the vehicle.

IN CONCLUSION
Moving with pets becomes easier when you have a plan and a reputable mover. Think of ways to make the move and transition 

seamless for your pet. You can start by hiring Sunshine Movers and enjoy exceptional moving services. Here at Sunshine 

Movers, we’re with you every step of the way.
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