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P inching a touch from glorious Gloria’s most famous anthem, the 
songsters from Blackwater Valley u3a’s Singing Group announce that 
they are back in business. After a 20-month layoff the singing     

muscles still worked and the Rose Room at the Tythings rocked to some old 
favourites. 

     Don’t you wish you could have Joined them for this dose of instant happi-
ness? Well all is not lost and if you read Barbara Brooks’ item on Page 9 you 
will see her invitation to be with her and your friends on 20th October. 

     No experience needed and we’ll supply the music and enthusiasm. 

EDITOR 
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I  would like to begin by thanking those 
who have actually ventured out to join us 
for the meetings that we have held at the 

Darby Green Centre in August and September, I 
am sure you enjoyed them as much as I did. 
Margaret did exceptionally well to get us a 
Speaker for our August meeting and we had a 
great turn out. Sarah from the IOW and Hamp-
shire Air Ambulance gave us some insight into 
the difficult challenges that  the service has to 
constantly overcome to enable them  to re-
spond when people are injured or taken ill in 
our area and need emergency assistance. Thanks to the efforts of their 
crews many lives are saved and as you may have read in the Edition of  
Hoover that Phil subsequently produced, our members who were present 
made a generous donation to this deserving service. 

    In September David Allen returned and gave us another graphic and   
dramatic talk entitled Black Teeth and Dirty Finger Nails revealing details of 
the overcrowded and unhygienic living conditions the Victorian underclass 
faced and their struggle to survive. 

   In October our Speaker is a representative of the RNLI, that I’m sure you 
will want to attend.  

   Our walking groups have continued to meet up to explore our local area 
and several other groups have resumed their activities. The Photography 
Group met once more at the Tythings and the Singing Group held their first 
meeting  there on 6th October. Our Art Group  is also resuming sessions, as 
mentioned in this edition of our Newsletter.  

   Now that most of us have had our Booster and Flu jabs it really would be 
fantastic to see more  of you coming to the meetings we are holding in the 
months before Christmas.    

      Nice to See you to See You Nice.  

      Best wishes. 
DAVID  
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October 21st 

Our October speaker is Colin Brown, a Community Presenter for the 
RNLI. Having been a boating enthusiast all his life the RNLI has always 
been dear to his heart. When he retired and had time to spare volun-
teering for the RNLI was a natural choice. 
    Colin describes the RNLI story as one that captures the imagination of 
all, both young and old. 
    Colin will also have items for sale - including Christmas cards - so be 
ready to shop till you drop!  
 

November 18th 

This month’s talk is headed “BEES and more”. A talk by Ildiko Roth and 
Keith Young.  
  Why are bees always described as busy? Their talk will give us a glimpse 
into the industrious life of the honey bee and just how much our planet 
needs them. 
    There will also be a sales table with a small selection of bee related 
products so time to do a last minute bit of Christmas shopping for those 
last few presents.  
 

December 16th 
No speaker this month instead it’s Christmas Party time. 

     Just out of the planning stage, and to be confirmed 
at the November meeting, we invite you to a Christ-
mas Singalong at Darby Green. 
     Come for an afternoon watching that bouncing ball 
on the silver screen and join together in celebrating 
the season. Deck the halls and get your chestnuts 
roasting for our last event of the year but still having a 
careful eye on Covid  we shall ask you to bring your 
own mince pies and drink. 
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A fter David Allen’s previous visit our Programme Secretary Margaret 
sent him a note of thanks saying: “Not only was it lovely to meet 
you, ‘Blood, Guts & Gore’ was 50 minutes of sheer  entertainment 
as well. After you had left so many of the members were saying 
what a marvellous afternoon it had been. You will be much remem-

bered and of course, I have had many requests for a return visit.” 
   To answer those requests we had a return visit last month by David with another 
entertainment entitled: Black Teeth & Dirty Fingernails: The Great Unwashed of 
Victorian London. 
    He told us that while the wealthy privileged Victorian few were contemplating 
which bonnet to wear that day, thousands of ordinary people were living in 
cramped, vermin-ridden slums and workhouses. 
    Using eye witness accounts with some interesting photographs and reports 
from the 1800s, David helped us to discover how the Victorian poor survived 
without running water, flushing toilets or a Waitrose! 
    Talking about the many Cholera epidemics and The Great Stink of London in 
1858 he outlined the work of engineer Joseph Bazalgettes who created a new 
sewer system for London.  
 David’s  research is meticulous and although the subjects may be grim, his talks 
are always light-hearted and enjoyable as BVu3a members discovered. 
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Roaming in the ruins 

T 
his month's walk started in Silchester and included an Iron Age hill 
fort as well as the Roman walls of Silchester and St. Mary's 
Church.  Excitement was provided by a small herd of (large) Limou-

sin cattle who decided to congregate directly in front of the gate out of their 
field.  They wouldn't budge, in spite of our best efforts to encourage them 
so we retraced our steps and took a different path.  

MIN GARDINER 

The New Mill  

Amphitheatre  entrance 

Arrow shows where  the exit gate was  located Carole trying to reason with a herd of Limousin  

Impasse: A load of bullocks 

[Pictures by Min Gardiner and Pam Quirk] 
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From David Sparkes 

. . .another from David  

A not too brief encounter at Keighley  

Full house for Gig on the  Green 

Unable to get to the Photography Group meeting David Sparkes sent along some  

pictures―unfortunately arriving too late to be viewed.  
    The Steep Hill in Lincoln attracts visitors as well as having attractive visitors.      
Almost out of sight, under the No Waiting sign, one of our members is waiting. We 
wonder what for?  Also waiting but this time for a train, some of our ladies on a  
Travallen Trip to Yorkshire. And finally, GOTG full-to-capacity at Yateley Green. 

Restricted Area 
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Art Group: 
Following the very sad loss of Jerry France the Art 
Group had to determine how they wish to face the 
future.  The group had a good meeting this morn-
ing and has set itself on a positive footing for the 
future with 100% of the attendees agreeing that 
the necessary measures to be put in place are the 
correct way to continue. 
   The group has already reverted to the 11am to 
1pm two-hour slot on every Monday morning at 
the Darby Green and Frogmore Social Hall, in Frog-
more Road, Frogmore, (opposite the old Bell pub). 
    All the necessary Covid protection measures 
have been put in place to create a safe and enjoya-
ble environment, so if any Blackwater Valley u3a members would like to join 
us, whether they be starter or experienced artists, they can be assured that 
they will be in a safe and friendly environment and very welcome. 
    It is hoped that later in the year funds will allow for guest speakers to visit 
and demonstrate different techniques etc. and/or for outings out to paint out-
doors or interesting surroundings.  
 If any further information is required, please either email on: 
 thebrooksies73@gmail.com or phone on 01252 871333.       Martin Brooks 

MOTO Members:   
After many years Pam has decided to step down from running the MOTO 
group. We thank her for all her hard work which has been much appreciated. 
In an effort to find a way to keep the group running a meeting has been ar-
ranged for WEDNESDAY 13th OCTOBER from 2.30 – 3.30pm at: The Coffee 
Shop on the Green. 
    Please try to attend if possible.  New ideas and suggestions welcome. 
We look forward to seeing all existing members + any new potential members 
who may be interested in joining us.  Please come along and give us a try. 
This is a group for members who are on their own and who would like to make 
new friends and who would enjoy a social get together once a month.    → 

mailto:thebrooksies73@gmail.com
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→ Please could you telephone or email if you are able to attend so that we 
have an idea of numbers.   Many thanks. We look forward to seeing you:  

JUDITH SHAW (0118 973 2724)  Email: jmshaw17@hotmail.co.uk 

[Directions to THE COFFEE SHOP ON THE GREEN: Take the entrance to Hawley Leisure 
Centre (the one before the Memorial Hall where we previously held our monthly U3A 
meetings) Plenty of parking.  Then walk to the left hand side of the main building. 
There is a concrete path to the coffee shop which will be found at the rear on the left 
(in a separate building) facing an open green space.] 

 

 

Barbara Brooks writes: It was great to meet up with fourteen songsters 
at The Tythings this afternoon (6th Oct)! 

     A big ‘thank you’ to Graham Sargent who had prepared a wide variety 
of songs for us to enjoy.  If you have any songs you would like included in 
the play list,  please let Graham know and he will do his best to oblige.  

    If anyone would like to join us, please 
feel free to come along on Wednesday, 
20th October, 3.00pm – 4.30pm at The         
Tythings. Remember, this is not a choir, 
just singing for fun and health. 

The Editor serenading his  
latest fancy piece 

mailto:jmshaw17@hotmail.co.uk
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The book group will be meeting on the 28th October to discuss  ‘The Whis-
tler’ by John Grisham. 
Lacy Stoltz never expected to be in the firing line.  Investigating judicial mis-
conduct by Florida's one thousand judges, her cases so far have been rela-
tively unexciting. That's until she meets Greg Myers, an     indicted lawyer 
with an assumed name, who has an extraordinary tale to 
tell. 
     Myers is representing a whistle blower who knows of a 
judge involved in organised crime. Along with her gang-
ster associates this judge has facilitated the building of a 
casino on an Indian reservation. At least two people who 
opposed the scheme are dead. Since the casino was built, 
the judge has made several fortunes off undeclared win-
nings. She owns property around the world, hires private 
jets to take her where she wishes, and her secret vaults 
are overflowing with rare books, art and jewels. 
    No one has a clue what she's been doing - until now.  

The Photography Group returned to the Tythings in September  
and will continue to meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month. 
Due to the Tuesday Farmer’s Meeting the starting time is now 
2.30 pm finishing at 4.30 pm.  

    The dates and subjects for the remainder of the autumn term 
are as follows: 

 October 26th  - Autumn Colours 
 November 23rd -  A Portrait. 
 

Group Leader: 
Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

 

The Photography 
Group meets next 

October 26th 
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“You’re supposed to say 

‘I do,’ not ‘I’ll try’” 
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A 
n Airbus 380 is on it's way 
across the Atlantic. It flies 
consistently at 800 km/h 

at 30,000 feet, when suddenly a 
Eurofighter with Tempo Mach 2 
appears.                  
    The pilot of the fighter jet slows 
down, flies alongside the Airbus 
and greets the pilot of the passen-
ger plane by radio: "Airbus, boring 
flight isn’t it?   Now have a look 
here !"                  
     He rolls his jet on its back, accelerates, breaks through the sound barrier, 
rises rapidly to a dizzying height, then swoops down almost to sea level in a 
breath-taking dive. He loops back next to the Airbus and asks, "Well, how 
was that?"                  
     The Airbus pilot answers: "Very impressive, but now you look !" 
The jet pilot watches the Airbus, but nothing happens. It continues to fly 
stubbornly straight, with the same speed. After 15 minutes, the Airbus pilot 
radios, "Well, how was that?"                  
     Confused, the jet pilot asks, "What did you do?"  
     The Airbus pilot laughs and says, "I got up, stretched my legs, walked to 
the back of the aircraft to use the washroom, then got a cup of coffee and a 
chocolate fudge pastry.                  
     The moral of the story is: 
      When you are young, speed and adrenaline seems to be great. But as you 
get older and wiser, you learn that comfort and peace are more im-
portant.                  
       This is called S.O.S.: Slower, Older, but Smarter. 
Dedicated to all my friends who are like me, now realising that it is time to 
slow down and enjoy the rest of the trip.  

 

  Dedicated to the seniors  

The Airbus 
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A 
 boat docked in a tiny Greek village. An American tourist compli-
mented the Greek fisherman on the quality of his fish and asked 
how long it took him to catch them. 

    "Not very long," answered the Greek. 

    "But then, why didn't you stay out longer and catch more?" asked the 
American. 

    The Greek explained that his small catch was sufficient to meet his needs 
and those of his family. 

    The American asked, "But what do you do with the rest of your time?" 

    "I sleep late, fish a little, play with my children, and take a siesta with my 
wife. In the evenings I go into the village to see my friends, dance a little, 
play the bouzouki, and sing a few songs. I have a full life." 

    The American interrupted, "I have a MBA from Harvard and I can help you. 
You should start by fishing longer every day. You can then sell the extra fish 
you catch. With the revenue, you can buy a bigger boat.  With the extra 
money the larger boat will bring, you can buy a second one and a third one 
and so on until you have an entire fleet of trawlers. Instead of selling your 
fish to a middleman, you can negotiate directly with the processing plants 
and maybe even open your own plant. You can then leave this little village 
and move to Athens, Los Angeles, or even New York City! From there you can 
direct your huge enterprise." 

    "How long would that take?" asked the Greek. 

    "Twenty, perhaps twenty-five years," replied the American. 

    "And after that?" 

    "Afterwards? That's when it gets really interesting," answered the Ameri-
can, laughing. When your business gets really big, you can start selling stocks 
and make millions!" 

    "Millions? Really? And after that?" 

    "After that you'll be able to retire, live in a tiny village near the coast, sleep 
late, play with your grandchildren, catch a few fish, take a siesta with your 
wife, and spend your evenings singing, dancing and playing the bouzouki 

Taking  work too seriously 
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Dave Turner 

 

Last month, a worldwide telephone survey was conducted 
by the United Nations. 

The only question asked was: "Would you please give your 
honest opinion about possible solutions to the food short-
age in the rest of the world” 
  

The survey was a complete failure because: 

In Eastern Europe they didn't know what "honest" meant. 

In Western Europe they didn't know what "shortage" meant. 

In Africa they didn't know what "food" meant. 

In China they didn't know what "opinion" meant. 

In the Middle East they didn't know what "solution" meant. 

In South America they didn't know what "please" meant. 

In the USA they didn't know what "the rest of the world" meant.  

and in the UK, Australia, New Zealand and Canada everyone hung 
up when they heard the Indian accent. 
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Martin gives the facts . . .  

There are about 200 frozen dead bodies on Mount Everest.  Many of which 
you must pass to get to the summit.  Some are even used as waypoints. 

    The term “3rd world” has nothing to do with poverty, it simply refers to 
counties after WW2 that did not align with either the US aligned coalition or 
the Soviet Bloc. 

    When Kim Peek (Rain Man) managed the pay rolls of 160 people, he was 
able to complete this task in just hours without a calculator, and when he was 
fired, to be replaced by a computer, it took two full time accountants plus the 
computer just to replace him. 

    The first person to survive a trip over Niagara Falls in a barrel was Annie  
Edson Taylor, a 63-year-old schoolteacher.  Although she made some money 
speaking about her experience it didn’t last.  Her manager stole the barrel, 
and she spent all her money on private detectives who she hired to find it. 

    Ranulph Fiennes has run 7 marathons on 7 consecutive days on 7 conti-
nents after a heart attack and bypass surgery. 

    Ranulph Fiennes has also hacked off his own frost-bitten finger with a  
power tool, discovered the lost city of Ubar, and in his 60s reached the sum-
mit of Everest. 

    The ancient Chinese used natural gas for lighting as early as 500BC.  They 
used   bamboo pipelines to transport the gas for miles. 

     In 36 BC the Roman statesman Marcos Varro wrote about germs, describ-
ing minute creatures which are too small to be seen, which enter the body 
through the mouth and nose and then cause serious diseases.  The germ  
theory of disease would not be accepted widely for another 2000 years. 

    You have holes in your bottom eyelids.  The “punctum” drains excess tears 
into your nose, which is why your nose runs when you cry. 

    “NEWSPAPER” means North, East, West, South, Past, And, Present, Event, 
Report. 

    Flames don’t have shadows. 

    In the USA the guards of the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior do not wear 
any rank insignia so not to outrank any of the unknown dead. 
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To celebrate the return of the Blackwater Valley 
Songsters on October 6th at the Tythings, Yateley. 

 

    The u3a Songsters met to sing this month, 

    They sang so well I have a hunch 

    That through the lockdowns, oh so long 

    Many practiced their favorite songs 

 

    They sang so high, and they sang so low. 

    What a return to such a musical flow. 

    Enjoyment with voice – such a wonderful thing, 

    To express your feelings and to just sing. 

 

    Old favorites of yours and of mine. 

    Don’t know the words?  That’s just fine! 

    Someone will, you can be sure, 

    Or there’s the screen placed there before. 

 

    Fun, songs, and company that’s the idea, 

    And airing the lungs after a year of fear. 

    There’s nothing better than a healthy trill 

    Than an afternoon’s singing – that fits the bill!  

Driving into town one day 
I found a traffic island in the way. 
“What are you doing away from the sea? 
You shouldn’t be here obstructing me” 
 

“You should be in the sea so blue 
Not stopping cars from getting through. 
Sun kissed sands and palm trees too 
That’s the life I wish for you”. 

The island said “I wish ‘twas so. 
Could you show me the way to go? 
I want that life you have described, 
But unfortunately, I cannot drive”. 
 

I couldn’t help the little fella 
Because all around him, painted yeller  
Were the lines saying that I must not stop 
And watching me was a traffic cop! 

THE ISLAND 


