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Episode 18                   SEPTEMBER 2021

 

O NLY A FEW masks in sight but everyone has had their double jabs 
and somewhat caution seems to have been thrown to the wind in a 

joyous reunion of friends whose lives have been a little less during that long 
lockdown. 
    With just a couple of the regular attenders missing having been “pinged” 
the Derby Green Centre was a little tight at the elbows but who cares when 
you take that first step back on the path to normality. EDITOR 
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I t has been a been a long time since we last 
met at the Memorial Hall, in February 2020  
and other than the Pandemic very little has 
happened since. 

     However on August 19th we held our first meeting 
at the Darby Green Centre which was attended by 50 
or so of our members and I would like to thank all 
those who helped get the show up and running. 
There was a breakdown in communication which 
meant that we could not gain entry before returning 
to Yateley to collect the keys. So our members got a 
glimpse of the work done before the doors normally open, like arranging the 
seating, sound etc. Phil who normally sets up the sound was unable to attend 
and despite our best efforts we could not get the system working.  

    We had two new members in attendance so I hope they understood that 
we were not familiar with the venue that we were using while the Memorial 
Hall is being renovated. The Darby Green Centre is smaller than the Memorial 
Hall but can accommodate up to sixty people so was adequate for our pur-
pose.  

    Our speaker was from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance    
Service and gave us some insight into the challenges the service faces while    
rescuing the sick and injured in our area.  Despite the slightly chaotic start we 
experienced, Sarah Pyne gave an excellent and informative presentation that 
was enjoyed by all present. 

DAVID  
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September 16th 

ANOTHER VISIT from the most amusing and 
entertaining David Allen.  
    He has been giving his  talks for a number of 
years speaking on a  variety of subjects rang-
ing from Victorian etiquette to the history of 
classic movies such as ‘Casablanca.’  
    His talks are always meticulously researched 
yet at the same time creative, fun and sponta-
neous.  
    David’s talk this time is entitled “Black Teeth and Dirty Finger-
nails” where he will reveal life in the underclass of Victorian society 
and their struggle to survive.  
    We look forward to seeing him again. 
 
 

October 21st 

A visit from Colin Brown of the RNLI. Colin will talk to us about the 
origin of the RNLI and their role on our coasts today. Everything from 
escaping lilos with children aboard to rescues of larger yachts. 
 
 

November 18th 

Another new speaker for Blackwater Valley U3A as we have Keith Young 
coming to talk to us about bees and beekeeping. We will get an insight 
into the lives of these busy little creatures who play such an important 
role in life today. 
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Hi Margaret, 

    On behalf of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance, I would like to 
thank the members of the Blackwater U3a personally for your very gener-
ous donation £229.50, following my recent talk to the group. The £179.50, 
was from the collection pot on the table, which is the most I have ever 
raised from a collection pot, so thank you. 

    As you know from my presentation, we are funded entirely by our com-
munities and it is only thanks to the kindness of so many community groups 
like yours that we can remain at a few minutes' notice to save 
lives.  Throughout the Coronavirus pandemic, your Air Ambulance has had 
to adapt, innovate and collaborate in a range of ways to ensure our doctors 
and paramedics can treat the most seriously ill and injured patients in our 
region. Please be in no doubt of the crucial role that you play in all of this; 
none of what we do would be possible without you.  

    Please do pass on my thanks and best wishes to everyone. 

Best wishes 
Sarah 

Sarah Pyne 

Supporter Engagement Fundraiser 

Tel: 023 8074 3510 

Mobile: 07912 200 193 

Email: SARAH@HIOWAA.ORG 

Web: www.hiowaa.org 

tel:023%208074%203510
tel:07912%20200%20193
mailto:SARAH@hiowaa.org
http://www.hiowaa.org/
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An absent friend Jerry France 
Jerry was a popular and well-known character who 
took on the running of the u3a Art Group some years 
ago,  always showing a great interest in everyone’s 
artistic attempts, whatever we personally thought of 
them ourselves!   
     She had a good sense of humour and had time for 
everyone.  R.I.P. Jerry.  

S 
eptember's walk broke new ground and covered two counties, two rivers, 
two mills and a car fancier’s dream.  We started at the New SANG  at Welles-
ley Water Meadows (round the back of Wellington Country Park).  After a 

short stroll round the SANG itself which takes you along the Whitewater River we 
left the park for a route which took us past the county boundary sign into Bramshill 
Forest for a few yards.  We then emerged onto a path between high fences which 
brought us to the Blackwater River and a lane festooned with hops (all home brew-
ers please note!).  This led us to the New Mill Ford and back into Bramshill for a 
wander in the woods.  Emerging from the forest onto another quiet lane we found 
the Aston Martin shop - who knew they were there on such a quiet place?  Through 
fields and bramble laden paths we came to Riseley Mill and shortly afterwards re-
turned to the start point.   

Martin Brooks 

MIN GARDINER 

The New Mill  
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Following enquiries at the meeting on 19th August we sent out a request to 
Group Leaders for an update on their Group’s activities following the relaxation 

of Lockdown rules on 16th August. 

I am still Group Leader of Friday Sports, which takes place each Friday from 1.00 - 
2.30pm at Frogmore Leisure Centre at a cost of £1.65 which is paid direct to the centre 
on arrival.  We play table tennis (there are two tables) and indoor curling.  We have 
space for a couple or so more people, so if anyone is interested they should please 
phone me.       VAL GREEN [01252 845211 or 07990 584571] 

 
As I expect you remember, I was finding it difficult even before the lockdown to lead the 
Ambling Group due to health problems. Nobody has offered to take it over as far as I 
know but, hopefully ,someone will.  I shall be continuing the Book Group and our first 
meeting will be on 23rd September at 2pm meeting at my house.     
                CHRIS BOWEN [01252 872709] 

 
The Walking Group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 0900 in the Frogmore 
Campus car park departing at 0915.  We aim to share cars to minimise the number of  
vehicles to be driven to our start points which should be no more than 40 minutes 
away. There is usually a rota of group members taking a turn at leading the walks but so 
far this year I have lead them all.  Walks are 5-6 miles long.  The October walk will be 
around Silchester.         MIN GARDINER [07450256948] 

 
You've caught me on the hop as I am in Canada at the moment. As I'm away again for the 
first week of October I will have no time to organise anything new for the October Walk 
Too on the 14th.  So I propose that we meet at the lay by opposite the Ely on the A30 
and I'll do a walk from there off the top of my head again. I'll speak to the Ely and find 
out rules etc., re lunch. I will need to know definite numbers for the walk so if members 
could email me if they want to lunch at the Ely. 

ROSEMARY WHITE [romyandjohn@hotmail.com] 

I have been asked when the Singing Group will be starting up. Following recent chats 
with David Dickinson, Graham Sargent and the Yateley Town Council, Wednesday 6th Oc-
tober has been chosen as our first meet-up commencing at 3pm – 4.30pm in The Gallery 
Room at the Tythings. We shall be continuing with the first and third Wednesday of each 
month as our previous arrangement.  
Would you please let me know: 
  a)  If you are still interested in joining the group 
  b)  If you feel it is appropriate or not for you to return to the singing group on the 
       6thOctober — too soon?  Y/N 

[Concluded]>      

mailto:romyandjohn@hotmail.com
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Introducing  our new Committee Member 

Carol Pascoe says: 
I moved to Yateley in 1969 with my husband 
and two young sons.  
   I went to work at two local schools as School  
Secretary and ended up as a Course Admin-
istrator at Bramshill Police College before I       
retired. 
    I joined the Blackwater Valley u3a when it 
first started and have been a member since, 
running the 100 Club for a number of years. 

Concluded: 
 

Obviously, on the day there will be a ‘sign-in list of attendance’ along with a section 
asking for confirmation of your having the two Covid jabs or otherwise.  I’m sure you 
will understand why we must comply with this.   
   If you are feeling under-the-weather on the singing days, we would ask you not to 
come but we will look forward to seeing you next time! 
  Hand Gel and wipes will be available for use. 
 The chairs must be spaced apart. 
 Windows will be open to improve ventilation. 
   Yateley Town Council said they are asking users of the room to wear masks but they 
don’t expect our singers to comply. 
    Would you please let me know you views or thoughts on this – the room has been 
booked and I know there are songsters raring to go!  
          BARBARA BROOKS [01252 871333] 
 
The Photography Group is returning to the Tythings this month continuing to meet 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month. Due to the Tuesday Farmer’s Meeting the starting 
time is now 2.30 pm finishing at 4.30 pm.  
    The dates and subjects for the Autumn  term are as follows: 
 September 28th - Shot during Lockdown 
 October 26th  - Autumn Colours 
 November 23rd - A Portrait. 
   Obviously the relaxation of Covid 19 regulations make the meetings possible but 
members should read the requirements set out above for those wishing to join the 
Singing Group as these will most certainly apply to our photographers. 
    Finally, new members at all levels of expertise are most certainly welcome. Why not 
come along to the September meeting.             PHIL ROWLING [01252 870879] 
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Wife: Can you stop  
yawning when I’m 

talking to you? 
 

Husband: I’m not 
yawning, I’m trying  
to say something! 
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An elderly married couple was at home watching TV. 
The husband had the remote and was switching back and forth 
between the fishing channel and porn. 
His wife became more and more agitated and finally said: “For 
God’s sake! Leave it on the porn channel. 
You already know how to fish!” 
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Dave Turner 

Being a Bard 

Being a Bard is terrible hard for creating a rhyme each time.  

‘Cos Phil’s Hoover comes out every month, 

So, I’ve gotta be ready with the bumph,  

Just hoping me lines will rhyme. 

Cussing and panicking does no good 

I’d let my mind wander, if only I could. 

However, producing fun verses ain’t a sin 

Even if they end up shredded, dumped in yer bin. 

Tennyson and Keats wrote plenty enough 

But never had to do the monthly stuff. 

“How d’ya keep them coming?” some have asked. 

Somehow they come - it’s not a torturous task. 

 

 

  Meeting at Darby Green 

  The u3a went to Darby Green 

  To meet each other again. 

  The treat for us all on that day 

  Was that, at last, we were able to say’ 

  “We’re still here – and we feel ok - 

  Let’s make sure we keep that way!” 

  The hall was filled with a good ambience 

  We also learned about the Air Ambulance. 

  A needy cause, and we all agreed,  

  Is that one day, we hope, we’ll never need. 

Nevertheless two more from Martin’s always handy pen 

Do you remember Donald Peers? 
Wasn’t he a singer? 
What was his song then? 
There’s a shady nook . . . Can’t remember next line” 
 


