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Secretary Sue Retires
Our favourite secretary Sue Puxley is hanging up her pen
deciding she would prefer to spend more time with
husband Gil and family. It’s a case of our loss and their gain
for Sue has been a stalwart member of this Club’s Executive whose
experience and contribution will be missed.

Another year and a second Annual General Meeting held on Zoom

DAVE D.

ZOOM

AGAIN?

A

s I have said recently this has been a
year like none that we have previously experienced, and hopefully we are
now on the road to recovery.

Who would have thought at the start of this
Pandemic that we would still be restricted to the
extent that we have been?
By way of celebration we have just held our
second AGM via Zoom, and I must thank all who
joined us, we had a really good turnout.

For the record the existing committee members that had agreed to stand for re-election were all duly reappointed.
Sue Puxley who has been our Minutes Secretary for many years now
has decided it is time to take things a little easier and during the meeting
Carole Pascoe kindly volunteered to take over this position.
On behalf of us all I thank Sue for all the hard work she has done during
her term of office, and we welcome Carole to the team and thank her for
volunteering to assist us.
If there are any other members who would like to join us on the committee, please do talk to any member of the committee, we would really
appreciate your input.

As you are aware, due to Covid restrictions we have been unable to
hold our usual meetings at the Memorial Hall, and groups were unable to
meet up as they normally would.
Thankfully, we are now getting back to normal with walking and bowling
groups operating and our first proper meeting scheduled to take place on
19th of this month at the Darby Green Centre. I know many of you have
said you will be coming and I look forward to seeing you all again.
My very best wishes,
DAVID
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G

etting back to
normal can
sometimes be
doing the simpler things
in life like meeting old
friends and enjoying
something to eat in the
open air.
Whilst our Summer Party was unable to
happen as usual this year due to the restrictions some of us were at least able to
meet up on 15th July for a picnic near The
Café on the Green, Hawley.
This was the first time that some of us had
been out in public
and provided a big
test for what could
happen when we go
along to the first
meeting indoors at
the Darby Green Centre on 19th August.
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Our back-together meeting

Darby Green Centre
19th August at 2.00 p.m.
Come and meet your friends and
renew acquaintance
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Arranged by the Blackwater Bloggers
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BY MIN GARDINER

T

he Walking Group ventured to Old Basing for this month's walk. A beautiful walk through the old village, the church yard and Basingstoke Common and along the River Lodden. It obviously wasn't too strenuous as we
managed a session on the handily placed fitness equipment near the end.
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A

summer garden always needs a trim,
But it’s 90 degrees – now that’s the thing.
Too hot for work, or to swat a fly,
No energy left – that’s the reason why!

Heavy rain is forecast today,
Cooler weather is on the way.
It is getting sticky, the sky is dark,
No signs of starling or the lark.
The rains they came thrashing down,
Stripping petals from the crown.
Flattening stalks to the floor,
I couldn’t even step out the door.
I’ve cut the grass and the edges,
Now, I must trim the hedges.
I have pruned the rose, torn my arm,
How do I manage to stay so calm?
A stripy lawn mown with care,
Belies the sweat and wear and tear.
The apple tree it needs a lop,
Now I’m older I can’t reach the top!

The sweet peas too are getting tired,
Falling over unless upright wired.
The cotoneaster bees have flown away,
To their home…where do they stay?
Gardening is supposed “to do you good”.
A message I thought I understood.
But all I do is tidy up. It is ironic,
‘Cos all I want is a Gin and Tonic.
M.B.
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(Senior Teenager)

I

have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 60 years later.
I don’t have to go to school or work.
I get an allowance every month. I have my own pad. I don’t have a
curfew.
I have a driver’s license and my own car.
Life is great. I changed my car horn to gunshot sounds. People get out of
the way much faster now.
The people I hang around with are not scared of gettingDave
pregnant
Turnerand I
don’t have acne.
Gone are the days when girls used to cook like their mothers. Now they
drink like their fathers.
Old age is coming at a really bad time.
I didn’t make it to the gym today. That makes five years in a row.
I decided to stop calling the bathroom the “John” and renamed it the “Jim”.
I feel so much better saying I went to the Jim this morning.

The biggest lie I tell myself is: ”I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it."
I don’t have grey hair; I have "wisdom highlights"! I’m just very wise.
If God wanted me to touch my toes, He would’ve put them on my knees.
When I was a child I thought “Nap Time” was a punishment. Now it feels
like a small vacation.
Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators. We haven’t met yet.
Why do I have to press "one" for English when you’re just going to transfer
me to someone I can't understand anyway?
Of course I talk to myself. Sometimes I need expert advice.
At my age “Getting lucky" means walking into a room and remembering
what I came in there for.
I have more friends I should send this to, but right now I can’t remember
their names.
D&KM.
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Gardening again
The grass was green, but in between
The weeds would raise their heads.
The mower too would have to do
More work to keep ahead.
Artificial grass will save the task
Of mowing up and down!
More time to sip a refreshing glass
of beer to drink right down.
The beans are growing very well
“But why so high?” I yell.
“Pluck off the tops!” My friends do say,
“They’ll thicken better that way”!
Our strawberries too, were very few,
Even the birds ignored them!
They have got to go, so it’s Rhubarb you know’….
That’s the crop that’s going to replace ‘em!
The BBQ, I’ll have you know,
is positioned ready and steady.
The burners too are very new
Its grills all polished and ready.
Guests can come, to have banger and bun
with drinks, refreshing to sup.
All we need is a little gas
‘Cos ours is all used up!

M.B.
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