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EDITOR 

M artin Brooks reminds  us of what we have been missing  for so 
long by sending in this photograph  of friends meeting together 
for the first time for several months.  

    In addition, in his poem for this month printed on page 12, he reminds us 
that  Covid has taught us to value life and to live it well―A sentiment we all 
would wish to echo. 

In what must be a toast to us all we have from left to  right David Sparkes, 
Ken Middleton, Martin Brooks, Diane Middleton, Barbara Brooks and  

 Wendy Sparkes. 
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I  hope readers will forgive me for writing 
about the short break we have just en-
joyed while staying at the Stourport Hotel 

on the outskirts of Birmingham.  Our short 
break was booked 18 months ago and was 
planned for July 2020 then postponed due to 
Covid and rescheduled for July 2021. Covid re-
strictions applied on the coach and in the Hotel 
and other public places visited. But these did 
not spoil the trip or the places that we were to 
visit, and in some respects made viewing and 
visiting easier as  numbers were limited to avoid overcrowding. 

    Our first visit was to Tewksbury that often features in programmes such as 
Antiques Road Trip, and is home to the Tewksbury Abbey dating back some 900 
years. Throughout the town there are many old buildings featuring exposed 
wooden beams that lean at every angle imaginable. 

    Next we visited the City of Worcester which boasts a magnificent Cathedral, 
together with the Royal Tombs of King John and Prince Arthur and an ancient 
library containing medieval manuscripts and documents. The City is also famed 
for Royal Worcester porcelain, and a very well known sauce. 

    Our next journey was by the boat Sabrina from Shrewsbury on the River 
Avon during which we enjoyed a relaxing 
cup of tea with biscuits and views of the 
surrounding country side. 

    We also enjoyed a very interesting 
guided Archers’ Tour around Worcester-
shire country side visiting the Old Bull 
Inn (Inkberrow) and Hanbury Church 
where Archers’ weddings have been rec-
orded. We also visited the Jinney Ring 

Art and Crafts Centre where you can see glass blowing, pottery and wood carv-
ing in an amazing barn that has been  developed over recent years into an re-
markable attraction. 

The Bull ―Could almost be Ambridge 

Sabrina, Goddess of the River Severn 
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DAVID  

    Another stop was The RAF Museum at 
Cosford which is full of an amazing collection of 
aircraft depicting the history of flight. Aircraft of 
all types are displayed including the enormous 
Vulcan Bomber which is suspended high above, 
with numerous smaller aircraft dangling at vari-
ous angles as if in mid-flight. 

    We then journeyed to Toddington for a ride aboard a steam locomotive 
through the beautiful Gloucester and Warwick country side before moving on 
for a final visit to Bourton-on-the-Water which has often been voted one of the 
prettiest villages in England. 

Lockhead SP-2H Neptune 

35006 Peninsular & Oriental S. N. Bourton-on-the-Water 

    A Celebration 
The men are here to fix the roof  today, 

To take the rot and holes away 

The tiles are good, but the soffit’s poor,   

With nests for starlings and wasps galore. 
 

The men are here to mend the roof  today, 

I don’t know how, but they’ll find a way. 

New soffit boards and fascias too 

No more squirrels burrowing through. 
 

The men are here to fix the roof  so high, 

The ladders, to me, reach the sky. 

A nail in here a screw in there, 

Replacing bad with good, a needy repair. 
 

The men were here to mend the roof  today! 

I know it was windy, but they were ok. 

The guttering’s now replaced (in black half  round) 

All downpipes fixed straight to the ground! 
 

A splendid job! 
       M.B. 
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5th August  

AGM Meeting via Zoom 
3.00 p.m.  
 

19th August  

Meeting at The Derby Green Centre 
2.00 p.m.  

 

15th July 

Hawley Green  
 at 2.00  p.m. 

 

BRING YOUR OWN FOOD & DRINKS 
CHAIRS & SHADING AND MASK 

 

Bring & Buy Plant Exchange 
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BY MIN GARDINER 

The Walking Group ventured a 
little further afield for the July 
walk.  Starting in Farnham 
Park we passed some beauti-
ful houses and flower-filled 
meadows, saw horses and 
donkeys, and finally returned 
to the Park for a well earned 
coffee in the cafe.  

Some photos from Romy's June Walking Too venture: Undeterred by the rain 
we explored Hawley Woods; disappointed a swan family by not having food 
for them; and dried out enough to enjoy coffee at the Cafe on the Green.  
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M.B. 

30 Popular British Slang expressions 

 

BOG STANDARD   Completely unaltered 

CUFFED     Pleased 

BALLS UP    Messed up situation. 

KIP      Sleep 

GOBBY     Loudmouthed + offensive. 

TOSH  (i)    Nonsense 

TOSH (ii)    Pal, Mate  

MINTED     Wealthy 

GRIM     Boring, distasteful, disgusting 

LEGLESS     Very Drunk 

WAFFLE     Idle chat 

YONKS     Ages 

DOG’S BOLLOCKS  The very best 

DODGY     Questionable 

GUTTED     Very sad 

JAMMY     Lucky 

DODGY     Questionable 

ACE      Excellent 

DO      A Party occasion 

BLING      Showy jewellery 

LEG IT     Run away. 

HUNKY-DORY   All right (OK) 

DOSH     Money 

WEDGE     Paper money 

STROP     Express displeasure 

ZONKED     Tired 

UNI      University 

PROPER     Very good 

MINGING    Disgusting 
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Dave Turner 

 

A s regular readers may be 
aware I’m a fan of Radio 4 

Extra programmes as I seem to find their 
mind pictures far superior to those found 
on either Netflix or Amazon Prime. 

     At the moment on our wireless substi-
tute we have been listening to a Paul Tem-
ple serial for our breakfast-time entertain-
ment, and our early mornings start to the sounds of Vivian Ellis’ Corona-
tion Scot speeding down the tracks. 

    Having in mind this original programme was made in 1954 when my 
parents’ wireless of choice was a wooden HMV  with four wavebands and 
valves that needed to warm up, it is not surprising that things have 
changed in the ensuing almost seven decades. 

    Not only have our listening devices evolved, for we are now online silver 
surfers, but most of all the values and attitudes that inhabit the world of 
Paul and Steve Temple would now seem light years away from the under-
standing of anyone under sixty. 

    Having passed several noughty-age milestones I am more than happy to 
wander back to a world inhabited by a cast that spoke using comprehensi-
ble BBC or Received Pronunciation, whatever you may wish to call it. 

    The actors’ words conveyed meaning without the need for amplification 
or repetition. Unlike today when so much is lost in an estuarine swamp of 
upward inflection and glottal stops      

     Not to be overlooked is being able to recognise that anyone incapable 
of RP was almost certainly shady [a Latin or South American]; or a servant,  
small-time crook or tradesman [Cockney]. This helped the plot to flow and 
we along with the Temples could solve the case without difficulty. 

Peter Coke  as Paul Temple 

P.R. 
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We met up with some friends today. 

Nearly 18 months we have stayed away. 

We have waited so long for this day, 

At last, ‘HALLO’ in person we did say. 

A Kiss, a hug, a hand on shoulder, 

Brings back memories before Covid got bolder. 

Crying with laughter – do we care? 

How we look now with long hair. 

Many things this has taught us all, 

Life is such a precious tool. 

So, live it well – don’t drop the ball. 

To all our friends, ‘We love you all’. 

More from Martin  

 

Recent events 

Mr Hancock’s gone away, 

What he’s done I cannot say. 

Cummings too broke the rule, 

But Boris backed him to the full. 

 

We normal folks try to obey, 

The rules and restrictions of the day. 

In order to keep us safe all through, 

we believe that’s the right thing to do. 

 

Politicians and aides however believe, 

Rules are for others to receive. 

“Do what we say - not what we do”, 

Is their mantra through and through. 

 

History proves time and again, 

Those in charge become so vain. 

They think they have infinite power, 

To do what they like, while we cower.  

Definitely: The Last Word 

Our favourite poet considered his lat-
est work probably too political for in-
clusion in the newsletter. We said we 
would put a disclaimer saying that 
views expressed in this magazine were 
not necessarily those of the organisa-
tion. On reading through, however, we 
could see nothing too offensive. 
    Hancock is still a favourite for any-
one’s half hours especially in associa-
tion with Sidney James and Bill Kerr. 
His masterpiece “The Blood Donor” 
could be remade as a parody of im-
munisation reluctance. 
    Again, there is no reason to think 
that Cummings broke any rules as he is 
associated with modernist free-form 
poetry and is often regarded as one of 
the most important American poets of 
the 20th century.  The poems were 
commenting on prejudice, he pointed 
out, and not condoning it.  
    Boris will be remembered most as 
the monster in the Frankenstein mov-
ies but he also had a very successful 
career working as a stage and film ac-
tor. He also featured in many TV pro-
grammes and won a Grammy for his 
voice over work on the children’s al-
bum: "Dr. Seuss: How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._Seuss%27_How_the_Grinch_Stole_Christmas!_(TV_special)#Soundtrack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._Seuss%27_How_the_Grinch_Stole_Christmas!_(TV_special)#Soundtrack

