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 Don’t know where, Don’t know when . . . 
 

S o sang our Forces’ Sweetheart Dame Vera during WW2 and overleaf 
you will find a similar sentiment being expressed by one of our own 
favourites BVu3a Chairman David Dickinson as he tries to crank up 

the Club’s engine for a June revival whilst facing the news that we will be 
without a meeting place probably until the end of the year whilst the       
Memorial Hall is being renovated. 
         Another war, another singer.  In 1963 Joan Baez recording of  “We Shall 
Overcome” was set for another stage but I’m sure the only protest you will 
hear from our members overcoming various slings and arrows, however out-
rageous, will be about a missing cupboard. 
    KEEP SAFE. EDITOR 
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H  ello everyone, I trust you are 
all keeping well,  

    The weather has finally im-
proved and I joined Romy’s 

Walking Too group  for a lovely walk around 
Hawley Common. A total of ten members 
turned up so we formed two groups of five 
and enjoyed what was for me my first walk 
on this part of Hawley Common. The gorse 
was in full bloom and looked terrific in the 
sunshine. I failed to take a picture of the 
gorse  but thought the picture of the group walking through the woods more 
suitable. We particularly enjoyed the coffee which was available from the 
coffee bar located at The Coffee Shop On The Green  at the Leisure Centre 

     Meg contacted the Council in connection with our Summer Party and we 
were advised that we could hold our event outside the Memorial Hall as cus-
tomary. However we were then informed that the Hall was undergoing a bit 
of a facelift inside so access to the building and the tables may be restricted. 
We are however assured that there are toilets available in the Leisure Centre 
and also in the bar at the rear. So we will be able have a picnic on the Green 
bringing our own food and drinks.  

     We were assured that the Council are looking forward to welcoming us to 
the improved facilities as soon as the work is finished and I would like to 
thank all who have already renewed their membership. We will of course 
keep you informed of progress and assure you that your membership will be 
extended in recognition of the period of closure. 

     In the meantime we are happy to explore whether the council can offer us 
an alternative meeting place and it would be helpful if you could let us know 
how you feel about the prospect of meeting up indoors for example in Sep-
tember, or whether you would prefer to defer a little longer.  

    Your views are important to us so please do let us know your preference, 
thank you.  

DAVID  
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Anonymous 

Celebrate u3a Day with your friends 

C ome and join an informal get together  for members and friends of 
Blackwater Valley u3a to celebrate the first National u3a Day.  

     We shall be meeting at the Coffee Shop on The Green at the Blackwater 
and Hawley Leisure Centre. There is ample parking either in the Leisure 
Centre carpark or next door at the Memorial Hall. 
    It will be the first time for many of us to meet one another since last 
year and whilst still observing  Covid precautions we should nevertheless 
be able to have a stroll or share a cuppa having the opportunity to catch 
up on all our news and gossip. 

 

15th July 

Summer Picnic Party  
on Hawley Green [2.00 pm Covid Rules ] 
 

5th August  

AGM Meeting via Zoom 
 

19th August  

Meeting at The Derby Green Centre 
2.00 p.m. [See back page] 
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“The Answers pre-hidden now you are given”.   

Last month’s Questions with Answers, how did you do? 

 

General knowledge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

          

          Arranged by the Blackwater Bloggers. 

Some questions again, what a pain!” 

General knowledge 

 1) When was the first series of ‘X Factor’      

  2) Richard and Maurice founded which company in 1940?  

  3) How many Olympic Golds has Mo Farah won?    
  4) What was Marilyn Monroe’s real name?    

  5) Which is Shakespeare’s longest play?      

  6) Where was Christopher Columbus born?    
  7) Who composed Moonlight Sonata?                        

  8) What was Woolworths own children’s clothing brand?    

  9) What is the name of the Downing Street cat?   
10) What city was Boris Johnson’s birthplace?   

11) Which Beatle crossed Abbey Road first?   
12) Bacardi was founded in which country?   

13) What is Chinese gooseberry known as?       

14) Which is the most northerly capital city in the world  
15) Who is Reginald Kenneth Dwight?  

         Arranged by the Blackwater Bloggers  
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Old favourites at Yateley Green Pond joined by newcomers a pair of Egyptian Geese. 
Some very welcome spring flowers in our readers’ gardens. 

June Turner Phil Rowling 

Dave Dickinson June Turner 
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I n the year of 79 AD, 
Mount Vesuvius erupted 
in one of the most cata-
strophic and famous 

eruptions of all time.  

    Historians have learned much 
about the eruption from the eyewit-
ness account of Pliny the Younger, a 
Roman administrator and poet.  

    Mount Vesuvius generated a 
deadly cloud of stones, ash and fumes to a height of 20½ miles, spewing 
molten rock and pulverized pumice at the rate of 1.5 million tons per sec-
ond, ultimately releasing a hundred thousand times the thermal energy 
released by the atomic bombing of Japan in 1945.  

    The towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum were obliterated by pyroclastic 
flows.  An estimated 16,000 people died from the eruption.  

    Whilst in Italy I took the opportunity to visit both towns and was partic-
ularly captivated by Herculaneum. It became famous as the source of the 
first Roman skeletal and physical remains available for study. Since the dis-
covery of bones in 1981, some 300 skeletons have been found, most along 
the sea shore—the town itself having been effectively evacuated and the 
fleeing citizens were caught between boiling mud and a tsunami. Hercula-
neum was a smaller town with a wealthier population than Pompeii at the 
time of the eruption.  

      Vesuvius is still judged to be active and is approachable by coach to 
about 600 feet from the crater. You can then walk along a zigzag path to 
the top.  

     I felt I was up for the challenge and climbed to the very top of the rim, a 
unique experience. The climb took about 25 minutes each way as you are 
walking on loose lava gravel. It was a bit of a blow at first as the elevation 
was over 4,000 feet but once I had my second wind I found it a bit of a 
stroll. 

P.R. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_natural_disasters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_natural_disasters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Types_of_volcanic_eruptions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyewitness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyewitness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliny_the_Younger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic_ash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lava
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Million
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermal_energy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pompeii
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herculaneum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyroclastic_flow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyroclastic_flow
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B  y the old Moulmein Pagoda, lookin' lazy at the sea,  
There's a Burma girl a-settin', and I know she thinks o' me;  
For the wind is in the palm-trees, and the temple-bells they say; 
"Come you back, you British Soldier; come you back to Mandalay!"  

Come you back to Mandalay, 
Where the old Flotilla lay; 
Can't you 'ear their paddles clunkin' from Rangoon to Mandalay?  
On the road to Mandalay, 
Where the flyin'-fishes play, 
An' the dawn comes up like thunder outer China 'crost the Bay!  
 
'Er petticoat was yaller an' 'er little cap was green,  
An' 'er name was Supi-Yaw-Lat jes' the same as Theebaw's Queen, 
An' I seed her first a-smokin' of a whackin' white cheroot,  
An' wastin' Christian kisses on an 'eathen idol's foot:  
Bloomin' idol made o' mud-- 
Wot they called the Great Gawd Budd-- 
Plucky lot she cared for idols when I kissed 'er where she stud!  
On the road to Mandalay ... 
 
When the mist was on the rice-fields an' the sun was droppin' slow,  
She'd git 'er little banjo an' she'd sing "Kulla -la-lo!" 
With 'er arm upon my shoulder an' 'er cheek again my cheek  
We useter watch the steamers an' the hathis pilin' teak.  
Elephants a-piling teak 
In the sludgy, squdgy creek, 
Where the silence 'ung that 'eavy you was 'arf afraid to speak!  
On the road to Mandalay … 

 
Ship me somewheres east of Suez, where the best is like the worst,  
Where there ain't no Ten Commandments an' a man can raise a thirst;  
For the temple-bells are callin', and it's there that I would be-- 
By the old Moulmein Pagoda, looking lazy at the sea;  
On the road to Mandalay, 
Where the old Flotilla lay, 
With our sick beneath the awnings when we went to Mandalay!  
O the road to Mandalay, 
Where the flyin'-fishes play, 
An' the dawn comes up like thunder outer China 'crost the Bay!  
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Fresh from the  Walking Group  6th May 

A veritable nature walk taking in the bluebells in Ambarrow Woods, deer, rab-
bits, goslings, cygnets and even a distant cuckoo.  Sadly only the bluebells and 
the goslings stayed still long enough to be photographed. 

BY MIN GARDINER 
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GRAHAM SARGENT 

By e-mail concerning a walk on 1st May 
I took this image last Saturday as we walked through St Peter’s Churchyard, 
after a coffee at Café 46. It just shows you that you don’t have to go far to see 
some spectacular imagery. 
    Here’s to freedom day. 
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Dave Turner 

More from Barbara 
 and Martin  
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Faking it 
 

I watched the football the other day 

By law the fans have kept away 
 

‘Strictly’ and ‘Ice Dancing’ too 

Were witnessed live by very few 
 

The rugby ground too was no fuller, 

But the crowd still roared, that’s for sure. 

 

Are virtual crowds the new digital tool? 

Broadcast solely for viewers to fool? 
 

Spring or post lockdown? 
 

Spring does bring hopes of better times 

Which will return – there are some signs. 

 

If we stay careful and act in proportion 

Maybe quite soon we can drop all caution. 
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Starting off with the not so good news, Bowls’ Master Bob Atkins tells us 
that for a variety of reasons neither of the bowling activities either 10-pin 
or Grass will be available  at present. We will keep members informed  as 
and when either situation changes. 
 
The good news is from Val Green who tells us that the Friday afternoon 
Sports will start shortly. In an e-mail Val said: At long last I have heard 
back from Kay Pearson, Manager at Frogmore Leisure Centre that we can 
restart our Friday Sports’ Group on Friday 21st May, at 1 p.m. Subject to 
restrictions continue being released.  

Now the really good news! 

Chairman David Dickinson says in an e-mail: 

Please let members know we intend to hold a meeting at     
Derby Green Centre on 19th August. 

     I hope there will be a good turnout for our first meeting 
since I think March 2020.  
 

Derby Green Centre on 19th August. 


