
  

Blackwater Valley U3A 

DAVE D. 

I  ‘ve had the call and had my jab and now 
have an armful of Pfizer Covid –19 mRNA 
Vaccine BNT162b2 that not only gives me 

some level of protection in this pandemic but 
more importantly gives me a lead story for  
Hoover 11. 
    Some late arrivals to the Corona Virus New 
Year Ball may flourish their Oxford Blue in Astra-
Zeneca injections proclaiming a preference; but 
I say who cares where the vaccine originates as 
long as it works and any tendency I may have to 
raise an outstretched arm whenever Angela 
Merkel’s name is mentioned is purely coinci-
dental.  
    Of course I joke! But you’ll need some humour to get us through this crisis the 
way things could go,  and Dave Turner pictured here looks like he needs a laugh. 
     In the brief escape period allowed by the government when Jan and I are able to 
have a quick airing around our block, we often see Club members. Just recently we 
met Jenny Loveless who said she was fed up with not being able to meet with 
friends to have a cup of coffee and missed the Club meetings. Likewise Avril Aylott  
whose powers of observation saw through the disguise of my mask, said that she 
was a little fed up with the situation but was pleased to get the newsletter each 
month as it offered some welcome distraction. 
    Both ladies voiced the same sentiments that are spoken whenever we talk to 
friends and neighbours: “When is this all going to end and when will we be getting 
back to normal?” 
    Probably the answer is: “We don’t know and not for a while!” Emphasising the 
need for a little of humour to lighten our days.  
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I n last month’s Hoover Document I invited 
members to register for a free Zoom talk 
entitled Poison for Medicine presented by 
Graham Harrison on Thursday 14 January 

at 2pm. I watched this darkly humorous presenta-
tion and found it to be very informative about 
remedies commonly used in the 18th and 19th cen-
tury to relieve pain. Apparently there was no legal 
requirement to declare the ingredients which 
would in later years be recognised as habit forming 
substances. For example many of the remedies 
were extracted from Cocaine, Morphine, Opium and even Strychnine until 
the 1920’s when legislation was introduced requiring the contents to be      
declared. 

     I would be grateful if those of you who watched the presentation could let 
me know what you thought and whether you will be interested in watching 
future talks via Zoom, while we remain restricted from holding our monthly 
meetings. [daviddickinson9@btinternet.com] 

    I am pleased to say that Pat and I received a call from Yateley Medical   
Centre late Friday afternoon on 15th January asking if we were available to 
visit the surgery for our Covid vaccination on Saturday morning.  

     Yateley has been commended on the TV updates by the Government for 
its outstanding performance in delivering the vaccine, and the surgery         
received a phone call from Prince William complimenting them on the excel-
lent work they are doing for us. I must say that when we arrived for our jab 
we received a friendly greeting on arrival in the car park and were sent in    
directly to the reception area and then into one of the side rooms where the 
jabs were swiftly delivered to us both. Very efficient and well organised 
friendly service. 

   That’s all for now, but hopefully with the roll out of the vaccine programme 
we are getting nearer to the time when we may be able to get back to normal 
again. 

DAVID DICKINSON 

mailto:daviddickinson9@btinternet.com
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Ditto and likewise  Wildflowers Yateley Green 

Anonymous 

Picture by Min Gardiner 

Sheila Farmer drew our attention to this message sent out by our friends at 
Yateley & District U3A. 
 

I 
’m writing on behalf of King Lear Prizes, the national creative arts compe-
tition for older people during the COVID-19 pandemic. I wanted to inform 
you about the latest round of the competition, which has just opened to 

entries, and is running from January to 19th March 2021. 

     Your U3A members may be interested in hearing about the competition, 
which is specifically for amateurs and beginners who are over the age of 65. 
You will know better than me which of your groups might be interested! 

     The competition accepts entries in poetry, real stories (short stories from 
people’s lives), art and musical performance, and there are over £2,000 of 
prizes on offer. The winners will be picked by our panel of expert judges in-
cluding Gyles Brandreth, Kate Malone, Julian Lloyd Webber and Mary Jean 
Chan. 

     Our website gives more information about the competition and the organi-
sation which runs it! https://www.kinglearprizes.org.uk. 

     If you think some of your members would be interested in taking part, 
please feel free to share this information with them. It’s a great creative pro-
ject for people to get stuck into particularly during this lockdown, and it’s an 
opportunity for your members to improve their creative skills. 

     Would you consider sharing news of the competition with some or all of 
your members please? If there is another person on your U3A Committee who 
is more appropriate, please feel free to send me in their direction also! 

     If you require any more information, please don’t hesitate to ask. All our 
very best wishes, 

 Yours sincerely, 

Cristina Centelles. 

https://www.kinglearprizes.org.uk
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R adio 4 Extra is a little like BB2 
without  pictures. Here and 
there you can find a decent  
drama amongst the repeats, 

often by writers whose works have 
been adapted from the printed page 
to radio and film. 

    Recently Patricia Highsmith’s The 
Cry of the Owl was broadcast over 
four episodes. This intriguing psycho-
logical thriller is a tale of obsession 
and death and plays well as a radio 
piece but has been filmed on three occasions, the latest in 2009 starring 
Paddy Considine and Julia Stile. 

   Highsmith’s breakthrough 1950 novel Strangers on a Train became an 
Alfred Hitchcock film in 1951 with interestingly a screen play written by 
Raymond Chandler. 
   To some her best work remains the Ripliad  collection with anti-hero 
Tom Ripley murdering his way through nine victims. All five books in this 
series became films with the 1999 The Talented Mr Ripley with Matt     
Damon and Jude Law remaining one of my favourites. 

     Others, however, find much in her work     
that relates to her sexuality seeing her semi-
autobiographical novel in which two women 
have a passionate affair as a ground breaking 
lesbian creation. Written in 1952 under a pseu-
donym, The Price of Salt was later republished 
under her own name as Carol and  was also 
turned  into a film. 

     Taking information from various sources it is 
safe to say that  Patricia Highsmith’s novels and 
short stories have inspired at least 30 films.  

P.R. 
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 Answers to January’s Quiz  
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WHAT DID YOU DO IN 2020? 
2020: This was a very challenging year for all 
of us. Wendy and I turned it into a very busy 
year, in desperation we started several new 
projects. 

I made Bernie, an incredible Lego Robot (sad 
I know) Bernie can walk forward and back-
wards turn 360 degrees move his head in 
each direction and speak. Bernie is pro-
grammed to do these movements with my  
iPad. Wendy was pleased with Bernie as he 
kept me preoccupied up in my office. 

We started a 1,000-piece Jigsaw puzzle 
which we have not done for many years, we 
found this quiet challenging as every time we passed it we would stop, and an 
hour would pass. This is currently still in progress. 

Together we designed our own cards for Birthdays, Anniversaries and Christ-
mas for family and friends. As we have three Sons, with three Grandchildren all 
with partners not forgetting three Great Grandchildren. This took a considera-
ble time, as in the centre pages we have added Photographs from over the 
years of things that we had participated in with each of them, so every card 
was personalised and very reminiscent. This was a great success for which we 
received encouragement and some great comments. 

We discovered the fantastic Author Lucinda Riley we started with The Butter-
fly Room which we really enjoyed and then we started the series The Seven Sis-
ters which consists of seven books. Can’t wait to get to the next one, last one 
comes out this year. The locations are so evocative that you will feel instantly 
transported….A JOURNEY OF EPIC PROPORTIONS! 

And of course many great Films on Netflix. 

It looks like 2021 will be another challenging year and we are looking for-
ward to meeting you all again. 

Stay safe David and Wendy Sparkes 
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              seem to be popular 
with June and  Dave Turner knocking 
off an odd one now and then. 

Maureen Place tells us of a fabulous evening out: "Walkies at Wisley" at the end of  summer 
when they allowed dogs into Wisley. Husband Roger pictured here with their dog Ebony. 
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We are so pleased with the response to last month’s quiz and apologise for the 
technical department’s attempt at making it all a little harder by leaving out  
the major clue that it was all about Chocolate and Sweets but here’s what 

you’ve been waiting for and some more of our funnies! 
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A  nother  reminder from our Treasurer Meg that the membership fees 
were due by 1st January. 

     Please pay by BACS if at all possible or by cheque to Blackwater Valley 
U3A. 

    Your renewal is extended up to the end of next month, in recognition of 
the fact that Covid 19 restrictions have impacted on our normal  activities 
during this year, but these will be resumed as soon as circumstances allow.  

Fees are again £12 for the year 

Min Gardiner writes: Meet a chum in the car park behind Eversley Church 
and follow this lovely route through the church yard, past fields into the    
forest, along some of the Welsh Drive to the SAGA Stone.  Nothing to do with 
the touring industry it commemorates a prize winning regeneration of the  
area after gravel extraction.  Turing left off the Welsh Drive here a descent 
brings you back past the exotic ducks and geese to the car park.  Wellies     
advisable! .  

Min’s selfie with Carol Fowler 
adding some local colour 
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   Gone are the days when girls used to cook like their mothers — Now 
they drink like their fathers! 

    You know that tingly feeling you get when you really like someone?  
 — That’s common sense leaving your body. 

    I didn’t make it to the gym today — That makes it 5 years in a row. 

    I decided to stop calling the bathroom the ‘John’ and renamed it the 
‘Jim’ — I feel so much better saying “I went to the Jim this morning”. 

    When a child I thought “Nap Time” was a punishment — Now as a 
grown up, it feels like a small vacation. 

    The biggest lie I tell myself is —“I don’t need to write that down, I’ll       
remember it”. 

    I don’t have grey hair — just wisdom highlights. 

    — 

    Last year I joined a group for procrastinators. — We haven’t met yet. 

    Why on the phone do I have to press one for English — when you’re just 
going to transfer me to someone I can’t understand anyway? 

    Of course I talk to myself. —  Sometimes I need expert advice! 

 I told my wife I wanted to be cremated. — She made me an appointment 
for Tuesday. 

 

JACKIE MOFFATT 
Pam Cuthbertson 26th January]: I have just heard today from Andrew that 
his mother Jackie Moffatt died last Friday in Frimley Hospital. She had been 
very ill at Christmas and ended up in and out of Frimley & Farnham and they 
are still not sure whether it was Covid-19. Andrew is very upset and if anyone 
of us can help him with an eulogy about any of our Moto outings it would be 
greatly appreciated. His e-mail is: amoffatt56@gmail.com.  

    Jackie was one of our youngest member her 76th  birthday was yesterday. 

Martin  B. 

mailto:amoffatt56@gmail.com
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More from Barbara 
 and Martin  

The weather man says “Snow today” 
“When it comes it’s here to stay” 
From the north it’ll drift our way 
Not much chance it’ll stay away! 
 
“Stay at home.  Venture not far”. 
The snow’ll be deep and cover the yard. 
If you must go out, start up the car 
And, “You drive safe in your Jam-jar”.   
 
However now, before the blow 
Check it starts, check battery ain’t low. 
As you know, if it won’t go, 
You’ll be stuck, looking silly in the snow. 


