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Words and pictures by Min Gardiner 

H ow times have changed, Prior to my retirement thought I 
should take up Golf as I never seemed to have the time while 

I was working and this would give me some exercise. 
    Initially I played with two friends around our local courses at 
least once a month, but unfortunately both have passed in recent 
years.   
     So I started to play with my son who belonged to a Golf  Soci-
ety that play on various courses located around the M25 during 
the summer. Originally we would play nine holes before lunch 
and 18 Holes after lunch but as the years have progressed we now only play 18 holes 
in the afternoon followed by a dinner, so a nice sociable way to relax. This summer 
has been different because most courses were closed to visitors and unable to pro-
vide meals, so no games played. But we were pleased to learn that the last of our 
scheduled games at Stanmore Golf Club 25th September  this year was on. Players 
were required to sign in leaving their contact details and wear a mask while moving 
around the club room but not while seated. One of my memorable shots off the Tee 
left my ball slightly wide of the Fairway and  slightly behind a tree which I thought I 
might get over using a lofted club. Unfortunately my shot managed to strike a fairly 
solid branch and rebounded back onto the course further back than where I was 
standing.  
    Usually we have a party of around fourteen players but due to Covid only eight 
were present on the day. It was great to catch up with those who attended and hear 
how they were getting on in these difficult times. We all left at around 8.30 pm to 
make our way back home having enjoyed some bright but chilly weather and looking 
forward hopefully to better times next year. 

DAVID DICKINSON 

   JOY RAY 
“It is with great sadness that we heard that Joy Ray 

peacefully passed away at Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice 

on Thursday 24th September. 
Joy was an active member of the Art Group and 

MOTO who always had a happy disposition and   

enjoyed other peoples company immensely. 
She was a great friend to many in the U3A as well as 

becoming a personal friend. Joy is already sadly 

missed.”           

                  Martin Brooks 
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There ‘s a frog camouflaged here says Min 

Ditto and likewise  Wildflowers Yateley Green 

Anonymous 

Alright Jack! 
Jan Baker’s daughter wanted to know if her 
mother had sold their cow for some beans 
when she saw this vine growing close to the 
house. 

All the nice girls love a  . . .  
Min writes: Romy White led her Walking Too 
group at a cracking pace from the A30 into 
Minley Woods and back.  A nice man in an ar-
my Land Rover warned us there were soldiers 
in the woods but they were obviously too well 
camouflaged for us, and Romy wouldn't have 
let us kidnap one to take home as that would 
have put us over the six. 
               [Better than one over the eight, Min] 

Picture by Min Gardiner 
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"He had delusions of adequacy." Walter Kerr 

"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire." Winston Churchill 

“I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure."   
                                                                                                                      Clarence Darrow 
 ."  

William Faulkner (about Ernest Hemingway) 
  "Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it."  

Moses Hadas 
 "I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it." Mark Twain 

 "He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends."   Oscar Wilde 
 

 "I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend, if you  
   have one." George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill 
 

 "Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second... if there is one."  
Winston Churchill, in response 

 "I feel so miserable without you; it's almost like having you here."  Stephen Bishop 
 

 "He is a self-made man and worships his creator." John Bright 
 

  "I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's nothing trivial."  Irvin S. Cobb 

 "He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others."  Samuel Johnson 
 

 "In order to avoid being called a flirt, she always yielded easily." 
                                                                                                           Charles, Count Talleyrand   
   

"He loves nature in spite of what it did to him." Forrest Tucker 
 

"Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without any address on it?"  
Mark Twain 

 "His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork."  Mae West  

"Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go." Oscar Wilde  

  "He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts... for support rather than 
        illumination. " Andrew Lang (1844-1912 
 

  "He has Van Gogh's ear for music." Billy Wilder 

 "I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But I'm afraid this wasn't it." 
                                                                                                                            Groucho Marx 
  

[Selected by Martin Brooks] 
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Arranged by the  
Blackwater Bloggers  

General knowledge 

 1)  Who is buried in the Cenotaph in London?     
 2)  What is the underside of a horses hoof called?   
 3)  What is the largest UNESCO World Heritage Site   
 4)  Which Beatles song contains part of the French National Anthem? 
 5)  ‘In the Police song ‘Message in a Bottle’, how many bottles were  
       washed up on the  shore?  
 6)  The game of Chess originated in which country?   
 7)  A ‘Jiffy’ is usually used to describe a short time.  Technically how  
        long is a ‘Jiffy’?    
 8)  What kind of hat does Indiana Jones wear?   
 9)  Who was the first author to earn a billion dollars?   
10)  What year did the Berlin Wall come down?   
11)  What illness did Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar have in common?   
12)  Which was patented first out of the following; Chewing gum,  
        Cash Register, Rubber band or Paperclip?   
13)  What nation anthem came to an artillery officer in a dream?     
14)  What does ‘Bolshoi’ mean in Russian?   
15)  What is gelotology the study of?  

Answers to September’s Quiz  

Another quiz is for you here 
Right or wrong have no fear 
It’s only fun for you to play 

Or tackle them later, another day  
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“ 

O ur story starts when our well-publicised and favourite fungi correspondent 
and man-about-the–world Tony Buckle e-mailed to say he had another   

poem for publication, viz:  

I 
 should have mentioned that I stumbled 
across the Zona Nudista totally by accident, 
as I had set off to do a spot of bird watching 

by the lagoon that was behind the dunes.  So 
clad in boots, shorts and a pair of binoculars I 
felt a bit out of place and rather concerned that I 
might be challenged for sporting binoculars 
around my neck! 

But I certainly saw some very pretty birds!” 

Getting a Tan in the Dunes at 
Maspalomas 

A holiday treat on a sandy beach 
That the rest of the year is beyond my reach 
Is the feel of sand between my toes 
As the ocean splashes, ebbs and flows. 
The beach extends inland to dunes 
Where basking bodies, like shrivelled prunes 
Soak up their dose of radiation 
Oblivious to their destination. 
Just live for today, get a total tan 
In this Garden of Eden for woman and man. 
Regardless where I walked or viewed 
All I saw were in the nude.  
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Along with the poem he sent along the picture  featuring a sign post that hinted  
lots but didn’t really deliver. So I e-mailed back. 
 

Don't be coy, let's have a picture of your shrivelled prunes or are they censored? 

You asked for it, so here is a picture of where the nudists played shuttlecock 
in the sand dunes and a couple of shrivelled prunes making their way back to 
the other end of the beach where other folk chose not to do the “Full Monty”. 
Are you sure that you want to publish these? 

Of course I want to publish it. It's the scoop of the year but I want you to be 
completely sure about it. 

Go ahead, publish and be sued.  It might be the scoop of the year but I will 
not be joining you in court to defend the publication of “soft porn”.  It is the 
editor’s decision and his alone!  

Publish and be damned as Uncle Arthur* may or may not have said. 

Let’s go for broke! 

*Uncle Arthur refers to  Arthur Wellesley 1st Duke of  Wellington and his response in 1824 to the pub-
lisher who threatened to publish anecdotes of Wellington and his mistress Harriette Wilson. 

EDITOR 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Joseph_Stockdale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriette_Wilson
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1. My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE: "If you're going to kill   
 each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning."  

2.  

3. My father taught me about TIME TRAVEL: "If you don't straighten up, I'm going to 
 knock you into the middle of next week!"  

4. My father taught me LOGIC: " Because I said so, that's why.”  

5. My mother taught me MORE LOGIC: "If you fall out of that swing and break your 
 neck, you're not going to the store with me."  

6. My mother taught me FORESIGHT: "Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case 
 you're in an accident."  

7. IRONY

8. My mother taught me about the science of OSMOSIS: "Shut your mouth and eat 
 your supper."  

9. My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM: "Just you look at that dirt on the 
 back of your neck!"  
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11. My mother taught me about WEATHER: "This room of yours looks as if a tornado 
 went through it."  

12. My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY: "If I told you once, I've told you a mil
 lion times, don't exaggerate!"  

13. My father taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE: "I brought you into this world, and I 
 can take you out..."  

14.  

15. My mother taught me about ENVY: "There are millions of less fortunate children 
 in this world who don't have wonderful parents like you do."  

16. My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION: "Just wait until we get home."  

17. My mother taught me about RECEIVING:  "You are going to get it from your fa
 ther when you get home!"  

18. My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE: "If you don't stop crossing your eyes, 
 they are going to get stuck that way."  

19. My mother taught me ESP: "Put your sweater on; don't you think I know when 
 you are cold?"  

20. My father taught me HUMOUR: “When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't 
 come running to me."  

Contributed by Diane and Ken Middleton 

Younger ones would not believe we truly were told these "EXACT" words  
by our  parents! 
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May the force be with you! 

I n a hair raising scene from the end of the universe, we see Daft Ada  about 
to anoint Omi-Wots-is-Name in a custom closely resembling the great 

apes’ grooming  ritual, or perhaps an operation more like Nitty Nora’s head lice 
inspection at elementary  school. 
     Closer to the truth we find that it’s an example of editorial control with our 
Editor and Jedi Master at the end of some cutting remarks from his son-in-law 
Nathan. 
     Unkindly, female members of the family see a resemblance to the great TV 
series from time-out-of-mind and believe that someone’s a natural for  a re-
make of Till Death do us Part or Steptoe and Son. 

Picture by Chris Vass 
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Philip Martin invites us to look at this collection of quiz questions. He says that they all 
require a bit of lateral thinking but some questions are trickier than others.  

1. If a clock takes two seconds to strike two o’clock, how long will it take 
to strike three o’clock?  

2. A black man dressed all in black, and wearing a black mask, stands in 
the middle of a crossroads in a town that’s painted totally black. All of 
the streetlights in the town are broken. There is no moon. A black-
painted car with no headlights drives straight towards the man, but turns 
away in time and does not hit him. How can this be?  

3. Sarah loves the colour yellow. All the walls in her new bungalow are yel-
low. The carpets and curtains are yellow. And all the furnishings are a 
lovely shade of yellow. What colour are the stairs?  

4. Can you guess the next letter in the sequence? C Y G T N L I T  

5. How many times can you subtract 3 from 39?  

6. At midnight it is raining hard. How probable is it that it will be sunny in 
72 hours’ time?  

7. A woman has two sons who were born on the same hour of the same day 
of the same year. But they are not twins. How can this be?  

8. Three large people try to crowd under one small umbrella, but none of 
them get the slightest bit wet. Why?  

9. A man rides into town on Friday. He stays for three nights, and leaves 
on Friday. How can this be?  

10. Jane told me that her grandmother is younger than her mother. Could 
Jane possibly have been telling the truth about this?  

11. On the table is a carton containing exactly six eggs. If six people each 
take one egg, how can it be that one egg is left in the carton?  

12. A man builds a square house. In each wall is a window, and each window 
faces north. How can this be? 

Answers  in the next edition. 
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Country rhymes 
From older times 

It was an evening in December 

As I very well remember 

I was walking down the road in 

drunken pride 

When my legs went all a flutter 

Then I landed in the gutter 

And a pig came up and lay down 

by my side 

 

As I lay there in my gutter 

Thinking thoughts I shouldn’t utter 

A lady passing by did say 

“You can tell a man who boozes 

By the company he chooses” – 

At that the pig arose and walked 

away! 

 
It’s dog’s delight to bark at 
night 
And little birds to sing 
And if you sit on a red hot 
brick  
It’s a sign of early spring. 

I eats my peas with honey 
I’ve done it all my life 
It makes the peas taste funny 
But it keeps them on my knife! 

True gravestone epitaphs 

Here lies Ben Bunn 

Killed by a gun 

His name was not Bunn, but Wood 

But Wood would not rhyme with gun, 

But Bunn would. 

He passed the copper with no fuss 

He passed the truck of hay 

He tried to pass the swerving bus 

Then he passed away. 

Here lies Pete Wood 

Now enclosed in wood 

One Wood within another! 

One of these Woods 

Is very good 

We cannot praise the other.  

 Here lays Butch, 

We planted him raw. 

He was quick on the trigger, 

But slow on the draw. 
 

A tombstone in a Silver City, 

Nevada, cemetery 

ITMA 
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More from Martin 
The bells of doom will be ringing soon 

So we must change our ways 
In the coming days. 

 

Black Bags - we love them and loath them. 
Blag bags – we can’t do without them 
Black bags - we use them and reuse them 
Black bags – we fill them and dump them 
 

What else is so useful for packing and storing 
Both thin ones and thick ones it all gets so boring 
‘Strong’ all are labelled but you can’t tell as you buy  
Some split open as soon as you try. 
 

Some last for ages, depends on the quality 
Perhaps now is the time for some reality 
It’s more plastic in the ground, more plastic in the sea 
Is this really what we all want to see? 
 

If paper could be stronger and withstand some wet 
The world could be better for all of us yet. 
If stuff can be packed in a degradable bag 
Some good may come from this rhyming nag. 

 

Does he really look  
like that? 

What some of our randomly selected 
readers thought of this month’s mag. 

Hopeless! 

Of course  
their Chairman’s  
very good! 

Why is she  
involved in  
this rubbish? 


