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A 
s we enter the new year and perhaps another decade it is time 
to reflect briefly on the past year and 
look forward to the future and the 
changes that are ahead of us.  

     We started the year with a slight imbalance in our 
finances, which obliged us to adjust the annual mem-
bership fee and the entry charge for our monthly 
meetings. This was necessary to enable us to cover the  
increasing costs associated with hiring the Hall and the 
excellent Speakers who have entertained us at our 
monthly meetings. I am pleased to say that the 
measures taken by the committee have been effective 
and our financial situation is looking much better as we 
reach the end of year. 
    I think all would agree that Jackie has done an amazing job during her time 
as Speaker Secretary, and on behalf of all of us I would like to say many thanks 
Jackie for all your hard work. 
    I welcome Margaret as our new Speaker Secretary and know that she has al-
ready started filling the Diary with Speakers for the future, so I feel sure that 
we are in capable and safe hands. 
    Since we have moved our Summer Party onto the Green by the Memorial 
Hall we seem to have enjoyed better weather and it provides us with a better 
picnic environment. Fingers crossed we will continue to be lucky with the 
weather and   we will be able to welcome more members to attend the party. 
    All of our Groups have again been busy this year and the Newsletter has 
done a great job keeping us informed about the events that have taken place.  

[Continued on Page 3] 
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Ambling Group  

Thursday February 6th  

Hawley Lake 

Meet at 10.45 for 11.00 start 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday February 6th 

To be decided  

Meet Frogmore 9.00 [leaving 9.15]  

Team Leader: Nic Harvey 
01344779735  
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday February 13th  

Pirbright 

Meet Frogmore 9.45 [leaving 10.00 

sharp] 

Team Leader: Carol Fowler 
01252409509  

. . . and of course every week 
there’s always Friday afternoons at 
Frogmore Leisure Centre 

 

The Photography Group meets next 

on Tuesday February 25th 

 

B arbara Brooks reports that following their success at the Christmas 

Party, members of the Singing Group should need little encouragement 

to attend the first meeting of the group to be held at the Tythings on 15th    

January. Meetings will continue on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 

month. For further details  contact Barbara on: 01252 871333 or  e-mail: 

thebrooksies73@gmail.com 
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The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
                        by Richard Flanagan  

DAVID DICKINSON 

 

[What Happens Next ̶  conclusion] 
     My award for journalist of the year goes to Phil   
for producing such an interesting/informative and 
humorous Newsletter each month. 
    Phil likes to include the odd photo so I thought it 
might be helpful if I provided one that was taken  
during one of our recent walks  when we came upon 
a pond full of ducks and geese, not so unusual, but 
just beyond that was a paddock containing alpacas which must mean we live in 
an upmarket area. 
    Having mentioned the Summer Party it would be remiss of me not to men-
tion this year’s Christmas Party that provided an opportunity for our newly 
formed singing group to entertain with a rendition of The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas. This proved to be a bit of a warm up act for the main act called Four in a 
Bar who were four Saxophone players who brought various implements like 
bells and wooden items that made the noise of horses or reindeer trotting. For 
those of you that were not present they also played The Twelve days of Christ-
mas and with all the bells etc., being used by enthusiastic members of our U3A, 
a ball was had by all. It was great to see everyone enjoying themselves and 
getting into the party spirit, my thanks to all members who helped to set up the 
tables and chairs and of course the drinks, you done good! 

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

A n Australian doctor is haunted by memories  
 of an affair with the wife of his uncle and  

experiences as a prisoner during the war. After 
the war, he finds his celebrity as a war hero at 
odds with a sense of his own failings and guilt.  
Man Booker Prize 2014. 

Richard Flanagan 
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C aptured at one of the Christmas Lunches, our fungi  
expert Tony about to taste his starter. No prizes for 
guessing what he chose from the Christmas menu  ̶   

                              Yes that’s right, Garlic Mushrooms! 

A Merry 
Christmas 

from 4 in a 
Bar! 

A special treat for 
members attending 

the Christmas 
 party on  

19th December. 
A quartet of  

saxophonists 
bringing some 

favourite tunes 
along with audience 

participation      
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 A 
n always welcome addition to the Christmas Party are the displays by our Arts, 
Craft and Photographic Groups and, although not pictured here, we had the 
first public outing for our Singing Group. Singing unaccompanied, they gave us 
their rendition of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”.  

Little did they and the wider audience know that this was not the only time that this 

song would be performed during the afternoon and it was part of the “4 in a Bar”      
programme  ̶  only this time with audience participation table by table! 
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Meet our Members 

 

Doors open 1.45 for 2.00 p.m. start 

A very warm welcome back to David Allen, who was 
with us back in 2019, to talk about the Weird and 
Wonderful  World of the Law.  This time David takes 
us on a gripping jaunt through Victorian England, with 
true stories of murders, poisonings and occasionally a 
chopped up body. With larger-than-life characters and 
plenty of Blood, Guts and Gore  is just the right bal-
ance of fascinating facts  and downright silliness.  
Great fun!  

DAVID ALLEN 

Blood, Guts and Gore 

Canasta Group 2: 
 Clockwise: Clive Singer, Sue Messer, Wendy Sparkes , Sue and Gil Puxley, 
and contributor David Sparkes  who writes: 
“Should be renamed the talking and laugh-
ing group with a few rounds of Canasta be-
cause we are known to do a lot of talking 
and laughing, we do have a lot of fun.” 
    As a postscript David added: “As you 
know Sue M and Clive have had a difficult 
year, but Sue is making good progress now 
but has a long way to go.  

Message from Meg 
 Please make your 2020 membership payment at the next monthly 
meeting or post them to:  

 Meg Thomson 
 Primrose Cottage, 83 London Road, Blackwater GU17 0AD. 

Please make cheque for £12 payable to Blackwater Valley U3A.  
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             Tony Buckle!! 

National Speaker and a much loved Volunteer at Borneo Orangutan Survival 
UK, Tony has raised funds for the orangutans by giving many talks about their 
plight to clubs and organisations 
     Tony Buckle first volunteered at Samboja Lestari in 2017, through the Great Pro-
jects.  Since this time Tony has spoken publicly at engagements throughout the 
country raising awareness for the plight of the Borneo Orangutan and raising money 
for Borneo Orangutan Survival. 
     In recognition for his dedication and hard work Tony is our Volunteer of the Year 

for 2019 . . . and we wanted to let him share his experiences.  

Volunteering for Orangutans 

    Was it a privilege or an act of atonement on behalf of the human race to play my 
part in helping our second closest relative?  It was certainly an unforgettable experi-
ence shared with 11 other volunteers from 5 countries (Australia, Canada, Spain, 
the USA and the UK) and an inspiration to continue helping orphaned orangutans 
by spreading the word about their plight. As well as making new friends we made 
life better for those orangutans fortunate enough to have been rescued from un-
lawful captivity. 
     For six hours a day in a hot and humid environment we toiled and sweated on 
every task set before us.  We prepared enrichment foods, plundered the forest for 
ginger plant stems, hauled a tree trunk and erected it on a man-made island, 
worked in a chain- gang passing buckets of wet cement to build a concrete platform 
and when we needed to cool off we plunged into the moat to clear it of vegetation 
so the orangutans could not escape from their island home.  Such a diverse group 
of people whose ages spanned 6 decades had all come together with a common 
purpose and determination to help the orangutans through sheer hard work. It was 
just the formula for success, enjoyment and a sound night’s sleep. 
  

Borneo  
Orangutan  
Survival UK, 

Tony Buckle 
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson 
Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 

01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Jackie Barkaway   Committee Member 01276 502812 jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk 

Sue Puxley 
Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Margaret Robinson Speaker Secretary  01276 492363   grannyintheusa@googlemail.com 

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling 
Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 

01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

   
Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles)  Various 
1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Awaiting details  

Art 
Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House 
Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club 
Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House 
Monday at 2.30pm 
  Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house 
Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House 
Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO 
St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography 
The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 
2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 
2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

 Singing Group 
 ***Starting 15th January*** 
The Tythings 

1st and 3rd Wednesday 
3.00 to 4.30 pm 

Barbara Brooks 01252 871333 

Ten-Pin Bowling 
Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.00pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 
1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Min Gardiner 
 01252 877510 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 
2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 
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