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Ambling Group  

Thursday January 2nd 2020 

NO AMBLE 

Next Amble February 6th 

Details in next month’s 
Newsletter 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday January 2nd 2020  

NO WALK 

Next Walk February 6th 

Details in next  month’s 

Newsletter 
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday January 9th 2020  

TO BE ADVISED 
  

. . . and of course every week 
there’s always Friday afternoons at 
Frogmore Leisure Centre 

 

The Photography Group meets next 

on Tuesday January 28th 

 

Outgoing Chair: Min Gardiner;   
Helpful Profiler: Colin Johnson;  
Downton Effect Head Guide: Diana Mitchell;  
Incoming Chair: David Dickinson;  
Summer Party Petanque: Fields of Glory;  
Not So Hot Coming Second: Table Tennis; 
Ladies’ Choice Wildlife Photographer: Tom Way;  
Rent-a-Crowd: Audience for  Diana Mitchell;   
Flygirl’s Second Visit: Anita Mays 
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Perhaps we can start a new group. We'll call it: "Discovering Tony's Magic Mushrooms!"   
That should guarantee a good membership from any ageing hippies in our club.  

D éjà vu? Perhaps, dear reader, you are wondering if you have seen all of   

this before and not necessarily in the far distant past. Indeed, you 
would be right and not mistaken if you have correctly identified last 

month’s front-page plants’ man Tony Buckle with yet another rather odd-looking 
specimen. 
    Let us allow Min Gardiner to pick up her story: Another blue sky on 7th Novem-
ber saw the Walking Group venture into deepest Surrey starting at the aptly 
named The Surrey Pub near Knaphill.  A short wander around the Brookwood 
Country Park showed us the first of many fungi—some massive bracket fungus on 
an old beech tree.   We then strolled a little way along the Basingstoke Canal, 
pausing only to admire the autumn colours reflected in the still water.  Leaving the 
canal we followed a road for a short way before taking a footpath which led us to 
Woking Golf Club.  Pausing to catch breath before we had to take our lives in our 
hands and cross two fairways gave our resident fungus expert Tony Buckle a 
chance to share some of his expertise again as we found a shaggy ink cap 
(coprinus comatus), some russula and a splendid group of [Tony wasn't sure of the 
name, he will let us know].  Crossing the railway line by a footbridge and we were 
soon back at the pub for a well deserved lunch.  

[Picture: Min Gardiner] 
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Black Swan Green by David Mitchell 

We do not have a meeting in December and this book will be swapped at 
the U3A Christmas Party or by prior arrangement 

Anita Mays landed once more and entertained and 
informed us with her talk The Beauty of the Planet.  
Along the way we learnt about static wicks*, the Au-
rora Borealis, moonscapes, tropical storms and St. 
Elmo's Fire. We saw the wonders of the Iguaçu Falls 
at the Argentine/Brazilian Border and heard why 
Charles Rolls was twice as good as Bleriot making 
the first non-stop double-crossing of the Channel in 
1910.  
    Along with some beautiful photographs we heard  a piece of glorious  
poetry by John Gillespie Magee:  
  Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, 
  And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings**.  
 
*Static Wicks are fitted onto the trailing edge of an aircraft to provide a path for the excess electrons 
to flow back into the atmosphere to allow static-free onboard communications. 

**See opposite page. 

David Mitchell is critically acclaimed and his book 
was long-listed for the Man Booker Prize in 2006 
but don’t let this put you off. His novel follows a 
year in the life of 13-year-old  adolescent Jason 
Taylor as he struggles with stammering, family up-
set and the Falklands War. The semi-autobiograph-
ical nature of the writing also features bullying and 
girls. Just the normal mix for a would-be poet but 
don’t let this put you off! 

David Mitchell  

Anita Mays 
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Meet a Member 
Carole Fowler writes: I came to Yateley from New 
Malden, back in 1965, buying a house in one of the 
first estates to be built.  My last job was as Customer 
Satisfaction Manager with Oracle, the database com-
pany not the shopping centre.  My son started work-
ing there three months before I was made redun-
dant, I’m told there was no connection.  I also have a 
daughter and four grandchildren, too old for 
babysitting now but still good fun.  

 

High Flight 
By John Gillespie Magee, Jnr 

 
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth 
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling  
   mirth 
Of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred things 
You have not dreamed of — wheeled and soared  
   and swung 
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there, 
I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung 
My eager craft through footless halls of air . . . 
 

   Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 
   I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace 
   Where never lark, or ever eagle flew — 
   And, while with silent, lifting mind I’ve trod 
   The high untrespassed sanctity of space, 
   Put out my hand, and touched the face of God. 

John Gillespie Magee, jnr. 
Anglo-American aviator and poet, Magee served in the Royal Canadian Air Force, which he joined 
before the United States entered the war. He died in a mid-air collision over Lincolnshire in 1941.  
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O ur first appearance to many is the Website ably edited 
by Val Green. Unfortunately for her,  and our Club image,  

and despite many an upgrade the site is now showing its age. 
        Old and lumpy, we’re sure there’s some who would recognise that    
condition. 
        To make matters easier for Val, the Committee  agreed that a solu-
tion could be found in the construction of a new website and we are 
looking for someone within the Club who has the knowledge and ability 
to handle its creation and building. 

    If the idea appeals to you contact Meg Thomson or any member of 
the Committee. 

 

C hris Bowen says she’s been leading the Amble 
Walking Group for 10 years and would like a 

rest. Well, it’s a long time to have been on your feet. 
     Seriously, we have nothing but admiration for her 
leadership but she feels a new leader could bring some 
variety and perhaps a few new Ambles. 
     Under Chris’s guiding hand the Ambles have proved 

popular and well-attended enabling those unable to meet  the challenge of 
the Walk and Walk Too peregrinations to get  out and about each month.   
    There’s quite a few Amblers out there who could lead the group so per-

haps one of them can get in touch with Groups’ Co-ordinator Sue Puxley 
and put their name forward.   
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on Thursday 19th December 

You can eat, drink and make merry at our  
Christmas Party as long as you remember to 

bring the food.  
There’s Live  Music, an Intriguing Quiz and the 
Art, Crafts and Photography Groups’ Displays 

 

But you need to be there to enjoy it! 

J ust as we were waiting for a winner for the 
Monthly Prize Draw two came along. Isn’t 
that always the way!  

    No explanation is really needed but for those 
who were asleep at the back of the hall we had 
prizes for months October and November 
drawn by our speaker Anita Mays at the last 
meeting.  

    First to come out of the hat for October was 

Ann Atkins (not her physically just her number) and we can see the 
effect of unexpected wealth by the surprised  look of delight on her face 
pictured above. 

    Another possible look of delight is missing from this report as the suc-

cessful participant for November Jean Watkins was unable to be with 
us at the meeting but no doubt was happy to receive the news that she 
was a winner in this prestigious draw. 

Ann Atkins 
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson 
Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 

01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Jackie Barkaway   Committee Member 01276 502812 jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk 

Sue Puxley 
Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Margaret Robinson Speaker Secretary  01276 492363   grannyintheusa@googlemail.com 

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling 
Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 

01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

   
Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles)  Various 
1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art 
Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House 
Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club 
Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House 
Monday at 2.30pm 
  Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house 
Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House 
Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO 
St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography 
The Tythings, Yateley 
***No meeting in December*** 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 
2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 
2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

 Singing Group 
 ***Starting 15th January*** 
The Tythings 

1st and 3rd Wednesday 
3.00 to 4.30 pm 

Barbara Brooks 01252 871333 

Ten-Pin Bowling 
Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.00pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 
1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Min Gardiner 
[From January] 01252 877510 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 
2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 
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