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Picture: June Turner 

H arry Stolte who runs the Greek restaurant in Darby Green said that one 
of his long-dead and very distant relations on his father’s side had a 
saying that: “Nature abhors a vacuum”. 

    The same could be said for your favourite U3A Committee who having        
endured nearly a month of self-isolation feel unable to let sleeping dogs lie, 
feeling that in the absence of a Newsletter another attempt at communication 
should be established.  
   To that end they have asked our Hon. Editor Phil Rowling to cobble together 
something that will inform, educate and entertain perhaps under the strap line: 
Best Before Closing albeit an acronym that could cause legal problems. 
    Sunt enim Pretencious? You ain’t seen nufink yet! 

A few words from our Leader 
Trust you are all keeping well, 
    How fantastic is the public response to Capt. Tom, 
it certainly shows that there are still a lot of caring  
people out there. As demonstrated each Thursday 
evening when everyone makes some noise in appre-
ciation of the NHS.  

    While enjoying the warm weather sitting in the 
garden we have also noticed how quiet it is without 
the normal traffic on the roads or in the sky.  

Best wishes to all, 

                                                                    David Dickinson 
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 Don’t be coy about the fish, Dave! 

David leaves not a stone unturned in his splendid      
garden. Various shrubs abound offering colour and 
structure throughout the year and the centre-piece 
giant pineapple bush has local horticulturists  debating 
this unbelievable plant and its place in the food chain. 

Following the lifestyle of the monks in the Middle Ages, 
David long-ago adopted the tonsure fashion prerequi-
site for monastery life. Now, with Tesco’s food in short 
supply, he has copied the monastic diet and is keeping 
carp in a pond close to the Eversley Border. 

Phil’s daughter Marian posted this on Instagram:  
I started this as a study to try out artist Susan Lyon’s 
process which is very different from the block-in      
approach I was taught. I think to improve as artist’s 
we need to constantly challenge ourselves. 
    Surprised by how quickly I was able to get a likeness 
I decided it would make a nice gift for my Dad’s 80th 
birthday, but life got in the way and his birthday came 
and went, and I barely got to work on it. 
    Then COVID-19....like so many my life changed over-
night, many challenges arise.  
    Now more then ever I am grateful to have time to finish this portrait to cele-
brate my Dad in his 81st year.  

Phil’s gift from his daughter 

Our Chairman David Dickinson sent in these pictures 

So now it’s up to YOU! 
This is the first of an occasional publication that will be produced as and 
when any copy  comes in. We will print any contribution from our member-
ship as long as there is no blatant infringement of copyright. 

We would like to see your pictures or selfies of life in isolation along with 
articles or observations that will amuse, entertain or even educate. 
 

E-mails to: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

mailto:%20bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com
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The Walking Group being sadly on hold I've had to resort 
to walking the dog!  But what a lovely spring we have had 
so far.  The gorse on the common was splendid and other 
blossom is now taking over.  We are lucky that we have 
this beautiful open land on the doorstep so we can take 
our permitted exercise.   I've seen a couple of members 
out there  maintaining a suitable distance and I hope the 
rest of you are staying fit  ready to resume as soon as we 
are allowed.  

Min Gardiner with  Phone at hand 

Skype delivers 
True  Happiness 
It’s difficult to describe the sheer joy that 
Skype can deliver to the elderly trapped in 
the current COVID-19 web of isolation. 
   Faces alight with pleasure when they see 
their old chums through the wonders of 
modern technology and software.   
    Not since the days of the ABC’s Saturday 
Morning Matinee has the silver screen held 
so much promise and entertainment. 
 
The parts of the old people are acted by 
Jan & Phil Rowling with June & Dave Turner 
[Equity Rules apply] 
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Visits 
Notice to Members who have booked Visits to Risely Tearoom  and/or  the 
NGS Gardens in Frimley. We regret to inform you that due to restrictions 
of gatherings in public places the Tearooms have been closed until further 
notice and they are not taking future bookings at this time.  

     The visits to the NGS Gardens in Frimley are still going ahead at present 
but a final decision will be made during May when the present restrictions 
may hopefully have been reviewed. We will of course keep you informed 
once this has been clarified. 

       Meanwhile we intend to return payments made for the Risely Tea-
room when we next meet at the Memorial Hall, when we will also return 
payments made in respect of the Garden Visits, if these  too are sub-
sequently cancelled. 
    We are sure many of you will be disappointed by this news, but we 
hope that we will be able to make new bookings for both venues next 
year and invite you to join us once dates have been agreed. 
    On a brighter note don’t forget that when we next meet there will be 
several monthly draws made to make up for the months we have missed. 
So make sure you attend. 
    Thank you for your understanding and best wishes David. 


