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W elcome to the first Newsletter of 2019 
under our new editor Phil Rowling.  

I’m sure you will all enjoy reading it.   
    I would like to start our year with the traditional 
wish for us all to have a happy and a healthy 2019.      
However, to keep this Club healthy and happy we 
need a collective effort to attract new members 
both to the Club, and to the Committee. 
    The retirement of Pam Cuthbertson and David 
Sparkes will create vacancies on the Committee 
that will be filled pro tem by a team shuffle but this is 
not the most satisfactory of solutions to our problem.  We are still searching also 
for a Speaker Secretary to replace Jackie Barkaway. 
    Being on the Committee is not arduous and I urge you to consider joining the 
team, and why not bring a friend along with you. 

 

Min Gardiner 

 

Our Next Meeting—17th January 
The speaker for our meeting on 17th January  will be Diana Mitchell 

who will be talking about Highclere Castle and the Downton effect. 

Diana  Head Guide at the Castle shares some of the secrets. 
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The book group  meets on  24th January at Christine Bowen’s.  

The book for discussion is “The Martian”  by  Andy Weir.  

GET FIT IN FEBRUARY 

The Photography Group meets next on  

Tuesday 22nd January 
  

This follows a month off  in December as the fourth Tuesday 

was inappropriately the 25th and several members showed a 

distinct reluctance to attend.  

   A month on it shows how unwise that decision was.  

    How peaceful the Tythings would have been on a quiet 

Christmas day far away from the racket of  excited grandchil-

dren and distant  too from the  noisy clatter of  crockery calling 

out to be washed. 

   Nevertheless, on the faintest chance that unwanted guests 

are still with you there’s an opportunity to escape to the tran-

quillity of  the Gallery  clutching copies of  any seasonal/festive 

pictures you may have taken during a sober period. Better 

still let’s have a couple when you were out of  your mind. Don’t 

forget 2.00 p.m. on 22nd. 

    Phil Rowling 01252  870879   

Ambling Group  

Thursday February 7th  

Around Hawley Lake. 
[Meet at Crown & Cushion car park] 

Team Leader: 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday February 7th   
Route will be decided on the day 
due to seasonal unpredictable 
weather conditions.  

Team Leader: 

Roy  Spencer  01276 423428 
 

Walking Too Group  

Thursday February 14th   
This will be either Virginia Water  
or Windsor Great Park.  

Team Leader: 

Anne Cleary 01252 879569 
 

 . . . and of course every week on 
Friday 1.30 pm at Frogmore Leisure 
Centre  ̶  Why not pop in to see 
what it’s all about  ̶  ‘phone Dave D. 

on 01252 879056 

 
Our Christmas Walk 

Picture courtesy 
Roy Spencer 
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The Christmas Party, long planned and looked for-
ward to, is now one of 2018’s lasting memories. 
    What Club has such an array of talent on display 
as the BVU3A?―and that was just some of the 
members!  But talent there was in the shape of 
three of our creative groups’ displays of work from 
the previous year. 
    Chris Bowen arrived early eager to get her Art 
Group’s impressive display up-and-running whilst 
close behind Dave Turner struggled in with his self-
assembly Meccano set of a stand that accommo-
dated some of the best pictures from the Photog-
raphy Group’s very successful year. 

    The more sedate figure of Jean Huckle could be 
seen placing out some wonderful hand-crafted 
items from her “Stitch n’ Bitch” group. Sadly, these 
were only to be looked at and were not for sale, a 
fact that disappointed many admirers who were 
hoping to get some last minute stocking-fillers. 
    Along with home talent, there was some impor-
ted  in the shape of the entertainment. This year 
saw the return of Steve Cantwell who last visited us 
in 2014. 
    Steve is a psychologist, mentalist and magician 
and staged his performance on the spookily dark 
stage of the Memorial Hall. This environment if 
planned would have been clever as it gave a per-
fect backdrop to the psychology display. This in-
volved three willing volunteers being invited on to 
the stage. Steve was lucky in his random choice of 
Yateley’s own David Attenborough: Tony Buckle 

resplendent in his Christmas jumper; and the cou-
ple nearest to royalty that the Club gets: Diane and 
Ken Middleton. All three were ordered to lie about 
the colours of balls they had taken unseen from a 
closed bag and, cutting to the chase, we found out 
that Diane shouldn’t be trusted whereas Ken is a 
paragon of virtue―but we all knew that anyway, 
didn’t we? 
    We had more entertainment along the lines of: 
“How did he do that?” and  had it been light 
enough to see or to take a picture in focus  his act 
probably would have still ended in a blaze of glory

[if that’s not an oxymoron―no comments please 
about the author or the photographer]. 
    Following the Magic show Dave Dickinson’s fabu-
lous raffle was drawn and in a successful effort to 
ingratiate himself with the new editor prizes galore 
fell into the usually barren grasp of the Rowling 
tribe.  
    We don’t accept bribes but we along with Pat 
think that DD is wonderful. 
    More prizes were up for grabs when the answers 
to the apparently easy quiz about the Monarch’s 
succession were read out and three lucky tables 
won valuable items for knowing such facts as Lady 
Sara Chatto is 22nd in line to our sainted sovereign.  
   But as Michael Caine says: “Not a lot of people 
know that!” and most of them didn’t! 
    Our leader Min very rightly thanked all those 
who had helped to make the party happen, a  sen-
timent we gladly reiterate here. 
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Struggling with Succession? 
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OTHER GROUP ACTIVITY 

 
TEN PIN BOWLING 

Following the Christmas Holidays the 
Ten Pin Bowling Group starts its fort-
nightly visits to Farnborough Leisure 
Centre on 9th January. Meeting every 
second and fourth Wednesday the 
group hires an average of three lanes 
per visit.  
The group meets throughout the year 
on a regular basis save for school holi-
days when costs and noise both rise to 
an unacceptable level. 
Team Leader Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

 
CANASTA AND OTHER GAMES 

Canasta 1 and 2 are run each 
Wednesday afternoon at 2.30 respec-
tively by Pam Cuthbertson and  Clive 
Singer. Canasta is a card game of the 
rummy family and is most commonly 
played by four in two partnerships 
with two standard decks of cards.  
Members either experienced or nov-
ice wishing to join should contact 
Team Leaders: 
Pam 01252 872221   
Clive 01252 324304 

TRIPS AND EXCURSIONS 
Places are still available for the Hogs Back Brewery  visit on  
Saturday 30th March.  The list will remain open until  21st February  
and anyone interested in going should contact Dave Dickinson  on 
01252 879056 ASAP. 
 

Message from Meg 
  

Please make your 2019 membership payment at the monthly meeting or 
post them to:  
 Meg Thomson 
 Primrose Cottage, 83 London Road, Blackwater GU17 0AD. 

Please make cheque for £12 payable to Blackwater Valley U3A.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Card_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rummy
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Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 
The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green       01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) 
  

Various 1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Mondays 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Every Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Every Monday at 2.30pm 
  

Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House Every other Monday 
afternoon, 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

Second  Wednesday of 
the month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month, 1.30 to 3.30pm  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Thursday in 
every month, at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every second and fourth 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.30pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various First Thursday in every 
month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Chairwoman 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary 
01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary 01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway Speakers Secretary   01276 502812 jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk 

Pam Cuthbertson Groups Coordinator 01252 872221 pamcuth@gmail.com 

Dave Dickinson Raffle Organizer 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members Welfare and 

Newsletter Editor 
01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 
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