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A s the new Chairman I must thank Min Gardiner for the 
excellent work she has done on 
our behalf during her three 
years in Office keeping our U3A 
working as a team and striving 

to attract more new members to join the Black-
water Valley U3A. She also managed to produce 
our new Constitution, which has since been ap-
proved by the U3A HQ and was required as our 
previous one did not meet/comply with current 
U3A’s requirements/standards. This is just one 
example of the behind the scenes work that members of the com-
mittee perform to keep our U3A functioning. I must also acknowledge 
the excellent work done by Jackie who has managed to find such a 
varied and interesting number of Speakers for us during her time as 
Speaker Secretary.   
    I must also thank David Sparkes for producing our monthly News-
letter during his term as the Editor, and chief reporter and photogra-
pher, well done David. Finally but by no means least thanks to Pam 
Cuthbertson who has been the Co-Ordinator between our Group lead-
ers and has collected members entrance fees at our meetings, thank 
you Pam.  

    We are a small but friendly branch and as such we have limited 
funds at our disposal to engage speakers for our Meetings and for 
events such as the Christmas Party and the Summer Party.  

        [Continued overleaf] 
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Summer is a  
coming in! 

 

The Photography Group meets next on  

Tuesday 23rd April 
Following an evaluation the Photography Group have pur-
chased a flat screen television for use at the monthly 
meetings. This will be stored at Phil Rowling’s house along 
with the other audio and photographic equipment. 

Ambling Group  

Thursday May 2
nd  

Finchampstead Ridges 

Via Bluebell Wood 

Meet Ambarrow Court car park 

Team Leaders: 
Lyn & Peter 01252 658031 
  

Walking Group  

Thursday May 2
nd 

 
Remains a mystery until the off 

about 6 miles [10kms] 

Meet 9.15 a.m. Frogmore Campus 

Team Leaders: 

Romy  & Jean 01276 503813  
 

Walking Too Group  

Thursday May 9
th 

 
Pirbright 

Meet to car share 9.45 a.m. Frogmore 

Team Leader: 

 Carole Fowler 01252409509  
 

 
[Continued from page 1] 

  Last year we were reluctantly obliged to increase our membership fee and 
the price of admission to our meetings to cover the costs that we incur for all 
of these things  and of course for the hire costs of the Memorial Hall. As Min 
mentioned in her end of year report  we currently have an urgent need for 
someone to join the team as Speaker Secretary. I can 
assure anyone who comes forward will be given every 
assistance, Jackie  will initially work with you and pro-
vide support and guidance while you settle in, and will 
still be around assist as and when needed. 
    I would like to see and meet more of our members 
attending our meetings and I would urge you to consid-
er joining the committee where you could become 
more involved in planning the future of our U3A.  

           DAVE DICKINSON 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE CONCERNING CHEQUE PAYMENTS 
Treasurer Meg would like everyone to  be aware that the regulations 
concerning cheque payments through the Banks’ Clearing System 
have been  restated. It is now essential that when paying money to 
the Club that the cheque payee name should read: 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
Any contraction or abbreviation will render the transaction void 

O ur speaker last month 
was Peter Reese who 

is well-known as a military historian. He 
spoke about Samuel Franklyn Cody, The 
Flying Cowboy. Cody was a Wild West 
showman and early pioneer of manned 
flight. He is most famous for his work on 
large man-carrying kites that were used 
by the British in World War I. He was the 
first man to fly an aeroplane in Britain in 
1908. A flamboyant showman, he is often 
confused with Buffalo Bill Cody, whose surname he took .  
Peter Reese has a particular interest in Scottish military history and has 
to date written 14 books. He concentrated on war-related studies whilst 
a student at King's College London and served in the army for twenty-
nine years. His other books include a biography of William Wallace and 
a study of the Battle of Bannockburn. He lives in Aldershot.  

Peter Reese 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wild_West_Shows
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wild_West_Shows
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Bill_Cody
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HOW THE CHAIRS GET PUT OUT! 

Picture Min Gardiner 

F ifteen beer loving members crammed 
onto the Yelabus to visit our local 
brewery.  The Hogs Back Brewery tour 
was led by our old friend Mel Rees 

who gave us an amusing trip behind the 
scenes.  Samples of their finest brews were availa-
ble at key points (that's why we chose to use the 
community bus) and I 
think it's fair to say 
that we all know a lot 
more about the 

brewing process than we did.  Whether we can 
remember it all is a different question. We can 
blame it on the T.E.A. 
 

   Thanks to Jackie Barkaway and David Dickin-
son for organising the trip. 
 Picture Min Gardiner 

 

 
 

Picture Pat Dickinson 

[Mel  playing mother and pouring TEA] 

The Club is blessed with how many Davids it 
has to the pound! At the last count there 
were five of them! And it also has a couple of 
Bobs also of Sterling value. 
    Two of our gold-plated favourites are 
Messrs Turner and Atkins. These unsung he-
roes are present at each monthly meeting 
and make sure that the chairs, tables and the 
Club’s accoutrement are ready before mem-
bers make their presence known. 



5 

  

 
 

The Year After by Martin Davies 
December 1919. Tom Allen, uncomfortable in London 
after five years in uniform, receives an invitation to 
spend Christmas at Hannesford Court. It's almost as if 
nothing has changed. Cards in the library after dinner. 
The Boxing Day shoot. The New Year ball–Margot! 

    Martin Davies first novel was published in 2004, 
and he is currently working on his eighth, a mystery/thriller set in Wales and 
the West Country. Most of his work is based on historical fact and true sto-
ries, often inspired by historical enigmas or unsolved mysteries.  

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

Picture Dave Turner 

Picture Dave Turner 

Martin Davies 

Picture June Turner 

 

R etiring Committee Member Pam Cuthbertson has been on the 
Committee  for as long as most of us can remember and  not even 

Meg can claim a longer tenure. 
   -
ation being the liaising factor between Group 
Leaders and the Committee and has been at 
the heart of new group creation. From Club 
Minutes of 2011, we can see her reporting on a 
proposed Photography Group, a Family History 
Group and Garden Visits. 
    Well, the proposed Photography Group got 
under way due to some nifty foot work on her 
part and still runs successfully today. 
    Her duties on meeting days made her a well-
known member of the Committee and her 
presence will be missed at the front desk. 

Martin Davies 

Pam Cuthbertson  
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Whilst not getting a bite from our: “Who wants to join an Angling 
Group?” we did get more than a nibble concerning  forming one for Sing-
ing. This came in the guise of an e-mail from our friends in Yateley U3A: 

 I'm Phil's opposite number (newsletter editor) in the Yateley & 
District U3A and now meet him regularly at his Photography Group 
meetings, following our respective groups' merger last year. In the 
spirit of cooperation and information exchange between our affiliat-
ed U3As, we now exchange newsletters. 
    My wife, who is Groups Coordinator for Yateley, noticed your call 
for interest in your March edition for a new Singing Group. As it hap-
pens, Yateley's 'Rainbow Singers' Group was recently disbanded, 
leaving a number of members looking for alternatives. Would it be 
possible for any interested Y&D U3A members to contact you directly 
with a view towards joining your new group and, hopefully, making 
for a successful outcome? 
Regards and best wishes 
Steve Carpenter 

    Well this seems to be an offer that needs following up. The e-mail was 
addressed to Jackie Barkaway but she says that she didn’t make the origi-
nal suggestion  of forming a group being already committed to other Club 
activities but was just repeating something that she had heard from  a 
fellow member.  
     So there you have it – we are now looking not only for singers but for 
an organiser. Surely, what we can do for Photography , etc, etc. 

Call Phil Rowling [01252 870879] if you have any level of interest. 

Please let someone know! 

If you change any of your details especially your e-mail address please 

let someone know preferably Meg Thomson. 

Call her on 01276 33727 or e-mail megtho@ntlworld.com 
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The speaker for our meeting in April will be David Allen 

A hugely enjoyable romp through the legal world. Encountering raging judges, dotty 

clients and weird cases. Hear about daft old laws still in place and political  

 

Dot comes along to 
keep an eye on Ian! 
 
A welcome visitor to Farnborough  
Recreational Centre, Dorothy  
Humphrey comes along, we believe, 
to keep an eye on husband Ian.  
Ian sets  targets that challenge the 
rest of Blackwater’s 10-pin crew 
keeping everyone on their toes. 
However,  the group has been men-
tioned  already more than once in 
our newsletters and you can’t blame 
a wife for being careful. 

 

Music in the Park 
King George V Playing Fields 

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July 2019 

Saturday Night three tribute bands, THE BACKBEAT BEATLES,  

T. REXTASY and TOP MADNESS by the Los Palmas 6. 

Sunday  the return of THE MAGIC OF MOTOWN, with special guests –  

the truly original, the genuine, ‘You Sexy Thing’ HOT CHOCOLATE! 

Contact Gil Puxley about tickets 01276 513031 or go on line: 

www.musicintheparkfarnborough.co.uk 
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Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 
The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) 
  

Various 1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Monday at 2.30pm 
  

Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.30pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 
Meg Thomson Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary 01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary 01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway 
01276 502812   jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk   

Speakers’ Secretary  and 

Groups Coordinator   

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

http://www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk
mailto:webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Newsletter/Documents/Newsletter/xansamaz@aol.com
mailto:megtho@ntlworld.com
mailto:suepuxley@virginmedia.com
mailto:jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:suepuxley@virginmedia.com
mailto:daviddickinson9@btinternet.com
file:///C:/Users/Newsletter/Documents/Newsletter/rowlingphilip@gmail.com

