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I  have enjoyed my first month of 
office,  especially the kind words of 
support from some members. 

Thank you all.  
     I thought our Speaker for April’s meeting,  
David Allen, was very entertaining and cert-
ainly connected with some of the ladies 
present. He talked about the Law and some 
of the more bizarre and humorous effects it 
can have on our everyday lives. He also 
gives talks about films such as  
Casablanca, the actors in the film and be-
hind the scenes intrigue. So if you missed him this time watch out in 
case he comes back in the future.  
    As you may be aware our Camera club members displayed some of 
their work at the annual Yateley Camera Club Exhibition in the Village 
Hall. We asked our old friend Graham Foot to look at our photo-
graphs and select the picture that  he considered to be best, so that 
yours truly could present the Ted Clark Memorial Cup to the winner. 
This was David Plant who has never won anything before (see photo 
overleaf). Graham commented that the standard of our photography 
overall had improved considerably but David’s entry was a clear  
winner. 

Enjoying my first month 
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Summer is a  
coming in! 

The Photography Group meets next 

on Tuesday 28th May 

Ambling Group  

Thursday June 6th  

Castle Bottom 

Meet  at the Waitrose car park 

Team Leader: 
David Dickinson 01252 879056 
  

Walking Group  

Thursday June 6th  

Around Alice Holt 

about 6 miles [10kms] 

Meet 9.15 a.m. Frogmore Campus 

Team Leader: 

Nic Harvey  01344 779735 
 

Walking Too Group  

Thursday June 13th  
T.B.A. 

Meet to car share 9.45 a.m. Frogmore 

Team Leaders: 

 Elizabeth & Margaret  
 

 

 

 
The Ted Clark Cup 
As a close friend and colleague of 
BVU3A Photographic Group’s 
founding Team Leader the late 
Ted Clark, Graham Foot was 
asked to pick what he considered 
to be the best picture from those 
exhibited by our new Group at 
the Yateley Camera Club Annual 
Exhibition held recently.  
     This picture shows our Chair-
man David presenting the Ted 
Clark Cup to winning photogra-
pher David Plant, a Group mem-
ber from the Yateley U3A for his 
stunning still life composition  
chosen by Graham as best pic-
ture.  
    The  recent amalgamation be-
tween the Clubs has had a benefi-
cial effect for both groups.  
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Picture by David Dickinson 

Above are the other pictures by our 
Group that were on display at the YCC  
Exhibition and  hopefully will be on 
show again at the Christmas meeting  
on 19th December. It’s a long time to  
wait but the anticipation should be at  
fever pitch by that time. Incidentally,  
the face in the middle of the board is 
not a photograph —it’s Pat D. keeping 
an eye on her husband!   
    Meanwhile another David, Mr Plant 
this time, could not resist another   
photo opportunity. 

[There’s only one prize, David!] 
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  Talks or Teas? 
 

What would you answer if asked the question: 
“Why did you come to the meeting  
today”?  Some would say it was to listen to 
our varied and interesting speakers. Again,  
others may reply that if was to meet their 
friends and have a chat over a cup of tea  
and a biscuit.  Perhaps, like Averil Aylott  it is a 
mix of the two as we can see from the last 
meeting where she is pictured not a million 
miles away from Speaker David Allen and a 
chocolate biscuit. 

Our speaker last month was David Allen an 
experienced and popular public speaker. 
Our audience soon took him to heart as he 
bombarded Club members with a variety of 
weird and extremely humorous stories con-
nected with the law. David has been giving 
his entertaining talks for a number of years 
speaking on a variety of subjects ranging 
from Victorian etiquette to the history of 
classic movies such as ‘Casablanca.’ His 
talks are always meticulously researched 
yet at the same time creative, fun and 
spontaneous. 
     We looking forward to seeing him again 

Picture Min Gardiner 

David Allen 

Picture Pat Dickinson 
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Lucky Bunny by Jill Dawson 
Jill Dawson's seventh novel has a self -
proclaimed rogue as its hero. The story tells 
the life of Queenie Dove and her career as a 
female criminal. Born in 1933,  she’s a con 
artist and thief operating in late 1950s and 
early 1960s London, and she would have us 
believe that she was one of the never-traced 
participants in the Great Train Robbery. 
Through the words of her female protagonist, 

Jill Dawson tells an effervescent story of deception and adventure, but 
with more pain and heartbreak than her heroine cares to admit. Luck 
often favours Queenie but that is just part of her story. 

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

Picture Dave Turner 

Picture June Turner 

 

Two Prize Draws took place at the last 
meeting. 
    First out of the hat as the winner for 
March was David Sparks. Picking up the 
April bounty  was our shy and retired 
past Chairman Min Gardiner. Congratu-
lations to both of them. 
    By the way dear reader, having your 
hands on the drum does not guarantee 
a prize—well not at our Club anyway! 
Min was rolling out the barrel  for the 
ordinary draw where you have a chance 
perhaps to win a potted plant but not 
cash. 

Jill Dawson 
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Picture by Min Gardiner 

T he Walk Too on 11th April was on a day that Summer seemed to 
have arrived but although very bright it was extremely cold  first 
thing.  

    Fourteen members turned up for the walk and we travelled to the Fox & 
Goose at Greywell in several cars. On the way Dave Turner stopped for extra 
clothing—it was that cold!. We got to the pub and pre-ordered our lunch be-
fore setting out in blazing sunshine.  

    Most of the walkers were overdressed for, within  fifteen minutes or so, 
after the first climb into the tree line we were all very warm. We walked the 
planned route via Five Ways taking in marvellous views of the countryside to-
wards Basingstoke and  made our way back to the pub taking around 2 hours 
20 minutes.  

    We had several smart phones monitoring the walk and the consensus was 
that we had covered around five miles. We had an excellent lunch as is the 
norm for the pub and we all returned home very satisfied with the weather, 
the walk and ourselves. 
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by Patricia Bland 
 

Patricia will be talking about her involvement as a volunteer visitor with 
the national charity Pets As Therapy. 
    As well as being an area co-ordinator she is also an assessor of 
dogs for them. The charity arranges for registered dogs and a few cats 
to visit the elderly in care and nursing homes as well as children in 
special needs and main stream schools thereby bringing a little joy 
and happiness to people who may be lonely or depressed.  
    Patricia will be bringing at least one of her Flatcoated Retrievers 

with her (could be two) for  members of the audience to interact with. 

Music in the Park 
King George V Playing Fields 

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July 2019 

Saturday Night three tribute bands, THE BACKBEAT BEATLES,  

T. REXTASY and TOP MADNESS by the Los Palmas 6. 

Sunday  the return of THE MAGIC OF MOTOWN, with special guests –  

the truly original, the genuine, ‘You Sexy Thing’ HOT CHOCOLATE! 

Contact Gil Puxley about tickets 01276 513031 or go on line: 

www.musicintheparkfarnborough.co.uk 

 

 PETS as THERAPY 

Wanted: Club Speakers’ Secretary 

A volunteer is urgently needed to take over the vacant position of Speak-
ers’ Secretary. Instruction is available and no experience is required. A 
JobShare rôle can be considered. Please contact a member of the Com-
mittee for details. 
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Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 

The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 
 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) 
  

Various 1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Monday at 2.30pm 
  

Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.30pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary 01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary and 

Groups’ Co-ordinator 
01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway Speakers’ Secretary  01276 502812   jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk   

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members’ Welfare and 

Newsletter Editor 01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 
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