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W e’re happy because you’re happy! Smiling faces of our volunteers —  
urged on no doubt by committee member Sue Puxley. Or could it be 

that they just have eyes for the good looking photographer waiting for a suit-
able moment to bring the shutter down on his composition. The picture 
brings together the joint forces of the teams that are the tea and biscuit bri-
gade not forgetting Sue who’s now our new Groups’ Co-ordinator — She’s 
the one with the lanyard. 

Picture Dave Turner 
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Ambling Group  

Thursday July 4th   

Around Ash Vale 

[Meet at The Swan  GU12 5HA 
car park] 

Team Leader: 
Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

 

Walking Group  

Thursday July 4th  

Around Beenham.  

Team Leader: 
Min 01252 877510 
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday July 11th  

Five Ways via Mapledurham 

Phil Rowling  01252 870879 
 

 . . . and of course every week 
there’s always Friday afternoons 
at Frogmore Leisure Centre 

 

The Photography Group meets next 

on Tuesday 25th June 

Meet a Member 
A regular at most of our meetings, often seen 
putting out the odd chair or two, Tony Kohler 
has had an interesting career working at two 
notable institutions. As a commissioning engi-
neer he worked at  Aldermaston and latterly   
Broadmoor where he was a technical officer.  
Obviously, he should have a wealth of  stories to 
tell but unfortunately he is still bound by rules of  
secrecy. Another speaker off the list! 
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National Garden 
Scheme 

By Angela O'Connell 

Did you know that the NGS is the most significant 
Charitable funder of nursing charities, donating £55 
million so far?  

    Angela gives a very informative and interesting talk about the history, how 
the NGS was formed and its workings.   

    Jackie Barkaway says: “I’ve heard this talk and can highly recommend it”. 

A must for garden lovers!  

Between Sisters by Cathy Kelly 
 
Meet the women who live in Delaney Gardens, a busy 
community just outside Dublin. There's Cassie, who's 
spends her married life looking after her children, hus-
band, and mother-in-law, and feels so exhausted that 
"wine o'clock" comes earlier each day. Her sister Coco 
who has avoided romantic commitment whilst running  
a vintage dress shop. Watching out for them is grand-
mother Pearl, who has a deeply-buried secret and Elsa, 
star of daytime television, who's triumphed over past demons but is now  
facing her toughest battle. 

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

Angela O’Connell 

Cathy Kelly 
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T he Amble for May promised to take us on a hike to the Finchampsted 

Ridges via the bluebell woods of Coalpit Copse from a starting point 

of Ambarrow Court’s car park. This walk was organised last year picking a 

date that more or less repeats each year with bluebells high on the agenda 

of worthwhile or perhaps the only reason  to clamber up what is to some the 

“cliff-face” of deeply rutted tracks that are the Ridges. However, this year Nature, 

being the capricious spirit that she is, decided to have a full-blown warm spell 

speeding up the year by a couple of weeks with the bluebells blooming early. 

Mere  mortals can only hope for the best and adjust accordingly. Walk leaders Lyn 

Sado and Pete Manuel kept spirits high and our Chairman Dave D. managed to 

find enough flowers for a group photograph. I expect our resident plantsman Tony 

Buckle would tell us that the bluebells are perennial bulbous herbs with flowering 

stems and that each flower has six petals but that would not improve the delight 

of seeing this very English annual event. 

 

Photo by Dave Dickinson 



5 

 

It’s the 
Summer Party 

Let’s get ready for a fun-fiesta and hopefully a sun-filled afternoon at Hawley 
Green where we shall have the usual menu of fun and frivolity with food and 
frolics. 
   Sound exciting? It’s the alliteration that sends you wild with wanting. Usual 
place, usual time 2’ish—just bring yourself and the grub. We shall make sure 
you’re not too dry — or not too wet because if the weather breaks we’ll retire to 
the Memorial Hall.  There’s the usual fun and games and we’ve invited Yateley 
to renew their Pétanque challenge so who knows  what may happen! 

We tried it last year and it went 

well!   So with that in mind we 

invite you to  bring along your 

surplus plants for exchange. 

Those without plants can make a 

donation in lieu of greenery 

If not plants, how about 

bringing along some of those 

books you would like to see 

go to a good home. We invite 

you to bring up to five books. 

in good condition to exchange 

or if you have none it’s a 

chance to fill your bookshelf 

for a trifling donation 

No Garden? 
This went well! 



6 

 

Christine Pibworth is one of our members who would 
like to join the choir if we are able to find the necessary 
volunteers to run the group. 
    We are still looking for a leader with  musical experi-
ence and a keyboard player and these at the moment 
seem as rare as boy altos. 
    However, Christine is not backward in coming for-
ward and has volunteered to be the focal point for en-
quiries and information. 
    Her e-mail address is: pibworth11@gmail.com. Please contact her if 
you have any information. 

 The winner of last month’s grand draw was Catherine Reeves 

June 6th 1944 
The 75th Anniversary of the D Day landings  have 

been well-covered in the press and on television. Our 

Walking Group on the day visited the burial place of 

Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery at Binsted where 

he rests in the Holy Cross churchyard. His grave stone 

lays flat but the position commands some fine views 

of the surrounding Hampshire countryside. 

 

     

Picture supplied by 
Min Gardiner 
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W e were delighted 
to greet Patricia 

Bland, a volunteer visitor 
from Pets As Therapy, at 
our meeting in May. 

    She was accompanied by 
fellow volunteers husband 
Richard, Linda Buckett  and 
three  very well behaved 
dogs. 

    We were introduced to  
Patricia’s  pets namely Margaux and Fleurie both Flatcoated Retrievers 
and to Linda’s Lurcher called Gizmo. 

    Pets As Therapy is a national charity founded in 1983 and Patricia has 
been with them for twenty years She is the area co-ordinator with 130  
volunteers in her area. 

    Pets as Therapy aims to enhance health and wellbeing in the comm-  
unity through the visits of trusted volunteers with their behaviourally as-
sessed animals. It provides a visiting service in hospitals, hospices, nurs-
ing and care homes, special needs schools and a variety of other venues 
all across the UK.  

    Patricia says:  “I have heard the phrase ‘that’s the best thing that has 
happened to me’ so often and it is quite humbling to think that your dog 
is making such a difference to someone else’s life.  We think we are just 
wandering in with our own beloved pet who keeps us happy, not really 
realising just how much of an impact these friendly animals have on oth-
ers who may be lonely or depressed.  There have been occasions when 
we have been told not to bother a particular resident in a care home as 
they never want to speak to anyone but having walked by them, the dog 
will stop to greet the person who will often reciprocate and even start 
talking – albeit to the dog – to start with!”  

Photo: Dave Turner 
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway Speakers’ Secretary  01276 502812   jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk   

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 

The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) Various 1st Thursday in each 

month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 

Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 

month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Tuesday at 11am Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Monday at 2.30pm Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 

card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 

                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 

Clive Singer 

01252 872221 

01252 324304 
Crafts Private House Every other Monday 

afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  

Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 

month at 6.30pm 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 

month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 

month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Tuesday in 

every month at 7.00pm 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 

Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 

Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre Friday 1.30pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 

(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 1st Thursday in every 

month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 

miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 

month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 
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