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A s our summer Party is 

just around the corner it 

makes me think how 

quickly time goes by. Having now 

been in the Chair for four months I am 

disappointed by the number of mem-

bers attending our monthly meeting. 

The committee members work hard 

to organise an interesting programme 

throughout the year. And nothing 

pleases us more than seeing the hall 

filled with happy members. 

    Some sixty percent of our members do not attend our meetings so we 

do not get to hear what you think of our speakers and the events that 

we organise. I would welcome your comments/suggestions  on what 

you would like us to change, to encourage you to come along more 

often.  

    Please e mail me at daviddickinson9@btinternet.com with my assur-

ance that any suggestions you make will be given full consideration.  

    As I said following my appointment this is your U3A and with your 

support you can help us to make it better. 

mailto:daviddickinson9@btinternet.com
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F rom the picture it could be Exmoor or the New Forest. 
    Well it is in Hampshire but the New Forest it’s not! In  fact it’s closer to 
home and these ponies were seen when the Ambling Group came to Castle 

Bottom Nature Reserve off Coopers Hill for their June outing. 
    The nature reserve is on the north-west border of Blackbushe Airport and is a 
small lowland site of around 72 acres containing two valley mires, with heathland 
and woodland habitats.  Each of the mires has an acidic stream running through 
them.  
    With discovery of some ancient burial mounds, there is evidence that the area was 
used as far back as 1800 to 550 BC. There is some evidence of banks being built in 
the Western Mire, but they are not possible to date exactly when built. In the early 
20th century two cottages were built on the north border of the reserve. Used until 
the 1960s, they are now ruins.  
    The land was owned by the Bramshill Estate until 1952, when it was sold. The land 
was last owned by a manufacturer of quarry equipment before Hampshire County 
Council purchased the site.  
    Getting to the stream at the bottom is considered to be a bit of a slog for some 
Amblers who prefer to sit on a bench at the top of the fairly steepish hill and await 
the return of their more adventurous colleagues. 
     Sat at the bench, you are at the highest point of the Reserve looking out over  
views of pine and birch lined with orange bog plants that mark the stream below. It’s 
full of colours and textures, a mosaic that explodes into colour each summer.  Well 
worth the hike— even if you’re an ambler!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackbushe_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bramshill_House
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National Garden Scheme 

O n 20th June we had a slight change to the advertised talk when 
Graham O’Connell came to speak to us about the National Gar-
den Scheme instead of his wife Angela. He said that she was left 

holding the fort at their garden where an unexpected visit by a coach load 
of gardens fans were arriving by self-invitation as neither he nor Angela had 
any record of a booking for today. 
      He apologised for her absence and commenced a talk covering the hist-
ory of the group that was enthralling in its detail and compass.  
    Graham explained that since 1927 the National Garden Scheme has been 
uncovering the nation’s best gardens across England and Wales raising over 
£58 million for nursing and health charities.  
     From the 600 gardens that opened in 1927 the scheme has continued to 
blossom and today over 3,552 gardens open their gates offering inspiration-
al garden visits to spacious country house acres, cottage gardens, tiny 
rooftop plots, city gardens and allotments. 
    He and Angela are Assistant County Organisers for the organisation and 
open their  own garden at Frimley Green where it is hoped that this club will 
be able to visit in the near future. See news top of next page. 
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    Human Traces by Sebastian Faulks 

English novelist Sebastian Faulks, CBE is also a broad-
caster and journalist and was a team captain on BBC 
Radio 4 literary quiz The Write Stuff.  
     Five years in research and writing, the epic Human 
Traces, Faulks’s seventh novel, is, and  remains, his 
most ambitious yet. Its theme is the  nature of humanity: the make-up of our 
conscious minds and what it is that makes humans so perplexingly different. 

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

Blanche Burrell 
Its is with great sorrow that we announce the 
death of one of our founding members Blanche 
Burrell who with her husband Eric were part of 
the steering group set up by Yateley and District 
U3A to start a new club in September 2004. A club 
that became Blackwater Valley U3A the following 
year. 
    Blanche was an active member of the Club until 
health forced her retirement and will be remem-
bered as our first Chairman and of course for the Summer Garden Parties 
held in her garden.    
Perhaps her epitaph will be the happy memories she leaves behind. 
    Our condolences go out to her family and many friends. 
 

Dates for your Diary: 

Visit to the O’Connell’s garden at Frimley Green. Two dates:  9th/12th 
June 2020  both afternoon visits [Full details next month]. 

Visit to Risley Tea Room 28th May 2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Radio_4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Radio_4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Write_Stuff


5 

 

The Photography Group meets next in September 
However, it is planned to make one or two field trips in  July and Au-
gust. Venues have been suggested and a few are listed here. Although 
for the Photography Group 
members it is not exclusive and 
others are invited to join the 
days out. Travel will be by own 
transport, meeting at the         
Tythings to arrange car share. 
www.thesculpturepark.com 

www.britishwildlifecentre.co.uk. 

www.hawk-conservancy.org  

www.westdean.org.uk 
 

Details of dates will be circulated. 

Meet a Member 
    Liz Chapleo writes: I have lived in Yateley since 
1969 and have worked at Frogmore Comprehensive 
School and Gibraltar Barracks.  I have three daugh-
ters, two of whom live in Perth, Western Australia,  
and I enjoy visiting them every year. 
    I have been a member of our U3A since it first 
started and am a member of the Book Club, Indoor 
and Outdoor Bowls and Friday Sports all of which I 
thoroughly enjoy. 

http://www.thesculpturepark.com
http://www.britishwildlifecentre.co.uk
http://www.hawk-conservancy.org
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It’s the Summer Party! 

The choice was Joyce 
The winner of last month’s grand draw was Joyce 
Kohler. She is one of the ladies  on the Tea Rota and 
received the surprise news of her win as she was 
about to serve up the coffee, tea and biscuits to the 
usual thirsty throng.  
    How many of you got extra sugar in your tea last 
month?   
    Not many I hear  ̶  You would have thought that 
with all that cash coming in Joyce would have been able to subsidise the 
Club’s tea account for an extra lump or two. 

On the green opposite the Hall.  
    Don’t forget to bring a seat, a plate of food and your appetite along with 
any plants or books [no  more than five] that you want to exchange. 
    You must remember how much fun it is to be grabbing grub in a  gazebo  
and guessing the number of calories in the six French Fancies on your plate. 
    Everything is due to start around 2.00 p.m.  ̶   So don’t be late or all the 
best seats will have gone! 
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Ambling Group  

Thursday August 1st  

Around Fleet Pond 

[Meet at Car park] 

Team Leaders: 

Joyce & Tony Kohler   

01252 870229 

 

Walking Group  

Thursday August 1st  

T.B.A..  

Team Leader: 
Ken Lambert 01276 32692  
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday August 8th  

Swinley Forest 

Team Leader: 

Min Gardiner 01252 877510 
 

 . . . and of course every week there’s 
always Friday afternoons at Frogmore 

 

A Woman of Wax - Madame Tussaud 

By Tony Weston 

Born in France in 1761, Marie Tussaud created her first sculpture at the 
tender age of 16, of Voltaire.  She was imprisoned during the French 
Revolution and whilst there she made death masks of executed nobles. 

 

 

It said 8 feet not metres! 
Spotted on Chris Bowen’s July Amble 
around Ash Green.  
Her walks are always so entertaining but 
what can she come up with, next? 

July 4th 1102 hrs  
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway Speakers’ Secretary  01276 502812   jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk   

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 

The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) Various 1st Thursday in each 

month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 

Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 

month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Tuesday at 11am Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Monday at 2.30pm Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 

card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 

                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 

Clive Singer 

01252 872221 

01252 324304 
Crafts Private House Every other Monday 

afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  

Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 

month at 6.30pm 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 

month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 

month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Tuesday in 

every month at 7.00pm 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 

Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 

Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre Friday 1.30pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 

(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 1st Thursday in every 

month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 

miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 

month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Newsletter/Documents/Newsletter/xansamaz@aol.com
mailto:megtho@ntlworld.com
mailto:suepuxley@virginmedia.com
mailto:jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:suepuxley@virginmedia.com
mailto:daviddickinson9@btinternet.com
file:///C:/Users/Newsletter/Documents/Newsletter/rowlingphilip@gmail.com
http://www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk
mailto:webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com

