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A  perfect day for our Summer Party. The change of month from  
August to July  tends to favour us with better weather  ̶   Just!  
  After a shaky start the morning rain  hurried away leaving the 

grass dry and ready for the Petanque match against  a  Yateley U3A side. 
How the Party went off and how we fared  in this  overt display of local 
rivalry can be found a few pages hence, not to mention the Table Tennis 
Competition. As we said: “Don’t mention the Table Tennis . . . ʺ 
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An early Poppy Day ends on a new high 
The July Walk Too from The Hatch pub to Five-Lanes End via Mapledurwell was not 
only a delight of  English summertime but also one of discovery. The original walk 
had been condensed due to an earlier lunch booking but now, finding the route 
too short, it was decided to add a bit by dead reckoning [never use a map it spoils 
the fun]. We came upon a locked gate where an unusually good humoured farmer 
unlocked it and directed us back towards our destination. We asked him about the 
poppy fields that we were  now to cross, that had been seen by Chairman Dave D. 
and his loyal  assistant  during  their reconnoitre on 27th June.  He said they were 
opium poppies grown for morphine.  
    We found out later that poppies in this country  are usually grown under licence 
for an Edinburgh-based pharmaceuticals company, Macfarlan Smith. The company 
tells the Home Office where the crops are and how many acres have been licen-
ced. The Home Office writes to the various farmers, confirming the arrangement 
and inviting them to let the local police know what they are doing. Poppies have 
been commercially grown, with great success, in the UK since 2002.  
    Poppy growing regions are primarily Dorset, Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire and 
Hampshire.  There are many good reasons to grow poppies. They provide an excel-
lent break crop in arable rotations; they provide an excellent entry for first wheats, 
resulting in increased yields; and they can achieve good gross margins when com-
pared to other primary spring break crops like linseed. 

Picture Dave Dickinson 
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T uesday 16th July saw what has become the Annual Table Ten-

nis Challenge, between Yateley Table Tennis Club and our 

own Friday Sports Group's Table Tennis players. 
    Once again St Peter's Yateley was the venue,  but refreshments were, 

this time, provided by our FSG.   
    Men's Doubles, Ladies Doubles, Mixed Doubles matches were played  ̶  

the prize, a recycled shield renamed The Lilian Shield, in honour of its 

original holder, was eventually won by Yateley with an overall score of 21 
to 9.   

    Throughout the afternoon a Singles Knockout Tournament also took 
place with everyone taking part.  Once again, Yateley were triumphant, 

with Tony Phelps-Jones, who in fact co-ordinates YTTC, winning another 
recycled trophy.              VAL GREEN 

Picture June Turner 

The tension of St. Peter’s Centre Court 
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The Summer Party — 18th July 

T here was a formal start to the proceedings by our chairman David 
Dickinson and he asked those present to join with him in a toast to 
the memory of recently deceased Blanche Burrell who had held 

this event in her garden for so many years. The eating, drinking and socialising 
part of the afternoon was soon underway. There was  a large contingent from 
Yateley U3A present  as the Petanque  match formed part of the afternoon’s 
entertainment. A competition between the two groups was instigated last year 
with Yateley coming out the winners. This year BVU3A won the event.  
    The afternoon was enjoyed by all, especially the BVU3A Petanquers many of  
whom were in the Table Tennis Competition [but we won’t mention that!]. 
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 One Step Behind by Henning Mankell                 

One Step Behind is a 1997  novel by the Swedish   author Henning Mankell 
and the seventh in his  Inspector Wallander 
series. 
    Three people are found dead, each slain 
with a single bullet, their bodies half con-
sumed by animals in the wilderness. Wallan-
der is horrified when he makes a connection 
between this crime and a close friend,  after 
the latter is found murdered in his own apart-
ment. 
    The detective finds himself up against a de-
ranged, merciless killer who remains just one 
step ahead of him. 

 

A  Woman of Wax - Madame Tussaud 

By Tony Weston 

Tony Weston  is local and comes from Wokingham. 
    This talk is about the remarkable life of Madame Tussaud who was born 
in France in 1761. 
     Marie Tussaud created her first sculpture at the tender age of 16 of Vol-
taire. Later she was imprisoned during the French Revolution and whilst she 
was waiting execution she made death masks of executed nobles. 
    After being released from prison her life took her down the road of a trav-
elling show woman. 

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inspector_Wallander
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Ambling Group  

Thursday September 5th  

Greywell, River Whitewater and the 
Basingstoke Canal 

[Meet at Fox & Goose] 

Team Leader: Dave Turner 
01252 874484 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday September 5th  

Chobham Common 

Last of the Surrey Heaths 

Team Leader: Roy Spencer  
01276423428  
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday September 12th  

Rotherwick 

Team Leader: Nic Harvey  

01344 779735 
 

 . . . and of course every week there’s 
always Friday afternoons at Frogmore 

 

 

Three members of the Walking 
Group pictured by  
Min Gardiner on 4th July 

Did you hear the one about one of our 
members going out for the hottest day 
of the year in his carpet slippers?  

   No hang on, here’s a much better 
one: Did you hear  about one of our 
old stagers in a restaurant full of 
youngsters serving, coming to the con-
clusion that due to the start of the 
school holidays that they were all holi-
day engagements. 

    Finding himself alone with a wait-
ress he asked if  she had a permanent 
job. 

    She replied that she was going to 
join a well-known company in a couple 
of weeks. 

    “Have you just left school?” he 
asked.  

  “Left school “ she said, “I’m 34 you 
old darling!” 
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The Photography Group 

meets next in September 
However, it is planned to make a 
field trip in  August to West Dean 
Gardens.  Although for  Photog-
raphy Group members it is not ex-
clusive and others are invited to 
join the day out on 27th August.  

Travel will be by own transport, 
meeting at the Tythings to ar-
range car share. 
www.westdean.org.uk 
 

Meet a Member 
Josie Johnstone writes:  
    I have been a member of Blackwater Valley U3A for a 
number of years, I live in Ash but continue with this Club.  
I have been a member of the gardening club which I really 
enjoyed and have played both indoor and outdoor bowls 
which was great fun but I can't play now as I have had  
several operations that makes bowling difficult. 
    I belong to St. Paul's church in Camberley where on Thursday mornings I 
run a coffee morning for senior citizens where we have a good time with lots 
of chatter, make more friends and have home made cakes "which I make"  ̶  
and a good time is had by all. 

Josie at the Summer Party 

 

 

New Monthly Draw 
starts November  

 

It takes just £10 to be in the Grand 
Monthly Draw. Please hand your  
money/cheque to Sue Puxley at or 
before the October meeting to take 
part. 
 

 

Visits  booked for 2020 
 

Visit to the Risley Village Tea Room  
in the Memorial Hall for afternoon 
tea on 28th May  
 

Visit to the O’Connell’s Garden at 
Frimley Green.  Two dates: 9th/12th 
June both afternoon visits. 

 

A board will be displayed at our  
September meeting. Book soon to 

avoid disappointment. 
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway Speakers’ Secretary  01276 502812   jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk   

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 

The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) 

  

Various 1st Thursday in each 

month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 

Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 

month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Tuesday at 11am 

  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Monday at 2.30pm 

  

Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 

card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 

                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 

Clive Singer 

01252 872221 

Crafts Private House Every other Monday 

afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  

Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 

month at 6.30pm 

  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 

month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 

month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Tuesday in 

every month at 7.00pm 

. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 

Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 

Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 

 

Friday 1.00pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 

(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 1st Thursday in every 

month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 

miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 

month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 
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