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T 
his is the month that sees the clocks go back to GMT—what a quaint     
nation we are! BST originally introduced in 1916 is not everyone's    
favourite but getting that extra hour in bed is another indicator that 

the year is slipping by. Builder William Willet who proposed BST in 1907 was 
not the first to think the idea up. Benjamin Franklin wrote a letter about it and 
apparently the ancient Romans followed a similar practice in order to use their 
time more efficiently during the day.  Ambling through turnip fields is another 
efficient way of passing time but most of the BVU3A already knew that. 
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Ambling Group  

Thursday November 7th  

Shepherd Meadows 

[Meet at Marshall Road Car Park 
10.45 for 11.00] 

Team Leader: Chris Bowen 
01252 872709 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday November 7th  

Brookwood Lye to St. John’s 

Meet Frogmore 9.00 [leaving 9.15 
sharp] 

Team Leader: Min Gardiner 

01252 877510 
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday November 14th  

Virginia Water 

Meet Frogmore 9.45 [leaving 10.00 
sharp] 

Team Leader: Hazel Hughes 

01252 540872 

 . . . and of course every week 
there’s always Friday afternoons at 
Frogmore Leisure Centre 

 

The Photography Group meets next 

on Tuesday October 22nd 

 

Meet a Member 

A regular at most of our meetings, Jenny Loveless 
writes: I moved to Yateley over forty years ago from 
Teddington, Middlesex.  I worked at Yateley School as 
a Receptionist, and also ran dance and keep fit clas-
ses for fifteen years.  At the school I made many 
friends some of whom I am still in touch with, and 
who are also keen members of Blackwater Valley 
U3A. 
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T om Way has a way with pictures that not  
only captures the essence of the animal but 

also captivates his audience. 
     His outstanding presentation at last month’s 
meeting enthralled his audience exceeding even 
Jackie Barkaway’s very upbeat promotion delight-
ing animal lovers and photo group members alike. 
    To say the least, Tom is charismatic and has an 
energy that belies the patient hours that must  be 
spent in getting that one shot that delivers perfec-
tion. His picture of a whale’s fluke just before a dive was outstanding and 
seeing the gorilla and orangutan in such human poses just illustrates how 
closely we are alike in species.  
    He spends the majority of his time overseas focusing on large mammals 
and his main passion is Africa where he can focus on Elephant and Lion in 
Kenya and  the Leopard in Zambia. 

 
 
 
 

 

W  e were pleased to meet our new mem-
ber Gill Foden when she made her first 
visit for the  September meeting. Gill 

lives in Crowthorne and said that she is an engineer 
by profession. She expressed an interest in taking 
up walking and we may see her shortly  with one of 
the groups. 
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A 
s you all know I have been looking for a member of our U3A 
to replace me as Speaker  Secretary for some time now. I 
have been doing this job for a number of years and felt it 
was time for someone new to step in and hopefully have 

some new ideas regarding the monthly speakers. 
     I am therefore very pleased to inform you that Margaret Robinson 
has agreed to take over from me with immediate effect. Having spoken 
to Margaret at great length regarding the job I am certain she will 
make a great success of it and she has some excellent suggestions and 
ideas already in the pipeline. I was also pleased to receive the offer 
from Carol Pascoe  to deputise for Margaret any time that she is away. 
I’m sure you will all agree that we have the makings of a very good 
team 
    I have really enjoyed my time as Speaker Secretary and I hope that 
you have enjoyed some of the speakers that have been at our monthly 
meetings. I realise I can't please all the people all the time but,  I have 
tried to have a variety of speakers, some on serious subjects, some fac-
tual subjects and some for pure enjoyment. 
    Although I am no longer Speaker Secretary I will remain on the com-
mittee. 
    It just remains for me to wish Margaret every success in this position 
and I know she will enjoy it as well. 
    One last comment, it takes quite a while to find new speakers and it 
can be a bit demoralising for both them and us (the committee) when 
we have a very low turn out at the meetings.  We appreciate that there 
are numerous reasons why people don't attend, (us included) i.e. holi-
days, family, illnesses et cetera. But we have quite a few members that 
we have never seen at our meetings and we wish you would come 
along and enjoy the afternoon with us. 

JACKIE BARKAWAY 
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C hobham Common, a wonderful example of lowland heath, is 
the largest National Nature Reserve in south-east England. 
The ancient landscape was originally created by prehistoric 
farmers and for over five millennium rural communities have 
managed this countryside, creating its wildlife and fauna.  

There have been over 300 species of wild flowers 
recorded along with more than 100  species of 
birds, including the rare Dartford warbler. 

It also had the not-so-rare visiting BVU3A Walkers 
enjoying the last of a warm Indian summer just  
before it turned very wet. 

Our pictures shows some of them gathered around 
the memorial to Queen Victoria, details of which 
are just as printed on the tin. 

Picture: Min Gardiner Photo: Min Gardiner 
Photo: Min Gardiner 
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Jill Ashley 
 
 
 
 
Working at Broadmoor Hospital 

 

J ill worked as a nurse at Broadmoor Hospital for 16 years mainly with 
young offenders. Her talk begins with a brief history of the hospital, fol-

lowed by her description of a typical day on a ward.  Jill finishes with some 
stories of the infamous people who were patients and her work with them. 
 

Right Behind You by Lisa Gardner 
 

T hirteen-year-old Sharlah Nash knew that 
when her brother was killed eight years ago 
he did it to save their lives.  

Retired FBI profiler Pierce Quincy and his wife Rainie 
Conner have offered Sharlah a new life of safety that 
she believes is her chance to live happily ever after. 

Then two people are murdered at their local store 
and Sharlah's brother is identified as the killer. 

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

Lisa Gardner 
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Well done, Jerry! 
It’s  not just an artistic talent you need when it 

come to winning our Grand Draw, you need a 

little bit of luck. Jerry France was certainly lucky 

when  guest speaker Tom Way drew her name 

out of the hat last month proclaiming her to be 

the winner of the September prize. 

     

 

 

 

 

O 
n Saturday 21st September, several members of the MOTO 
group went to Sonning Mill to see Towards Zero by Agatha 
Christie that was thoroughly  enjoyed by all.   

   Unfortunately, the group is gradually decreasing and they 
wonder whether any other BVU3A members would like to join them. Group 
Leader Pam Cuthbertson says that they have been running for 14 years and 
feel it would be nice to have a few more new members with fresh ideas.   

   They meet at 6.00 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at St. Barna-
bas Church, Blackwater. Along with the meeting, arrangements are made to 
go out for meal at various pubs once a month.  Next month they are having 
a Beetle Drive and at Christmas there’s Fish & Chips. 

    They are a very friendly group that would love your company. Why not 
join them by ringing Pam on 01252 972221.  
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson 
Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 

01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Jackie Barkaway   Committee Member 01276 502812 jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk 

Sue Puxley 
Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Margaret Robinson Speaker Secretary  01276 492363   grannyintheusa@googlemail.com 

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling 
Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 

01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

   
Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles)  Various 
1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art 
Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House 
Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club 
Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House 
Monday at 2.30pm 
  

Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house 
Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House 
Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO 
St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography 
The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 
2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 
2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling 
Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.00pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 
1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 
2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 
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