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 A 
nswers are not needed on a postcard as both Nik  Harvey and walk 
leader Tony Buckle already know it’s a Puffball. This and more infor-
mation shared on this October Walk Too can also be yours by turning 
to page 5 for Tony’s interesting report within our 

column. Days like this in October are there to be enjoyed and cherished and we in-
vite new members to join one of our walking Groups. 
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Ambling Group  

Thursday December 5th  

Kits Croft/Castle Bottom 
[Meet at Waitrose Car Park 10.45 for 
11.00. Make own arrangements for 
lunch]. 

Team Leader: Chris Bowen 
01252 872709 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday December 5th  

Around Frimley taking in River 
Blackwater and Basingstoke Canal 
[around  5 miles] 

Meet Frogmore 9.00 [leaving 9.15]  

Leaders: Irene and Ken Lambert 
01276 32692 
 

Walk Too Group  

Thursday December 12th  

Christmas Walk from the Ely 

Meet Ely 10.30 [leaving 10.45 sharp] 

Team Leader: Toni Spencer 

01276 423428 

 . . . and of course every week 
there’s always Friday afternoons at 
Frogmore Leisure Centre 

 

The Photography Group meets next 

on Tuesday November 26th 

 

Meet a Member 

Originally hailing from West London, Phillip Reeves 
writes: I moved from Feltham, Middlesex to Yateley in 
1972 when Cathy and I got married. Now retired, in 
my working life I was an electrical contractor working 
at various military camps and office refurbishments. 

   I  have two daughters and four granddaughters to 
keep me busy. 
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The King’s Curse by Philippa Gregory 
 As an heir to the Plantagenets, Margaret Pole, 
cousin of Elizabeth of York has an unique view of 
Henry VIII's terrifying rise to power in Tudor Eng-
land and is a powerful threat to the Tudor claim to 
the throne.  
    Amid a rapid deterioration in the Tudor court 
Margaret, caught between old and new loyalties, 
must choose where her allegiances are and must 
find her own way whilst concealing deep within her 
the knowledge that an old curse cast upon all the 
Tudors is slowly coming true.  

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

Philippa Gregory 

C olin Johnson was able to get the Club out of 
trouble when he responded to a request to 
bring forward his February talk following a late 

cancellation by the October speaker last month. 
     Colin had already spoken to members on a previous 
occasion and the interesting nature of his talks on geo-
graphic criminal-profiling guaranteed a good crowd. 
     He makes a point of presenting cases that have local 
content to enable his audience to be able to relate to 
the geography and this increases the interest. 
    His subject matter this time concerned West London and Yateley and was the 
story of how criminal Levi Bellfield, who was already serving three life sentences 
for the murders of Marsha McDonnell and Amélie Delagrange and the attempt-
ed murder of Kate Sheedy, was also found guilty of abducting and murdering 
Milly Dowler thus solving a case that had mystified the Met for quite some time.  

Colin Johnson 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Levi%20Bellfield%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Marsha%20McDonnell%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Amelie%20Delagrange%20wikipedia
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                              ANITA MAYS 

         The Beauty of the Planet 
 A very welcome return to Anita who previously gave us a 
talk entitled  Flygirl  Adventures. This talk is about the fabu-
lous  and  amazing  things she has seen from the planes., e.g.  
Aurora Borealis, moonscapes, tropical storms and St. Elmo's Fire.  A moving 
and reflective talk of the fantastic and miraculous workings of the atmosphere 
around our unique Planet. 

I  am delighted to be taking over as Speaker’s Secre-
tary for the Blackwater Valley U3A. 
    First of all I would like to take this opportunity to 

say a big thank you to Jackie Barkaway for all her hard 
work and commitment in the role. As I am sure you 
will agree she will be a very hard act to follow. 
    I have been a member of Blackwater Valley from the 
beginning but do spend quite a bit of time in the 
States with my family. However thanks to modern 
technology this is a role I can do remotely so thank you for iPads and laptops 
and most importantly, Carole Pascoe, who has agreed to step in on my behalf 
when I am away and in particular with regard to the Meet and Greet of our 
Speakers. For this I am very grateful.     
    As well as help from Carole I do need help from you, the members! Any 
suggestions for topics/speakers for our monthly meetings will be most wel-
come. either by telephone or email or in person at a monthly meeting. My 
contact details can be found at the end of our monthly newsletter ̶  all sug-
gestions very gratefully received. 
    This month’s speaker is Anita Mays who has spoken to us before proving to 
be an Inspirational speaker whose enthusiasm for her subject is infectious. 
     I look forward to meeting many of you very soon and hopefully on the 
21st of this month.  MARGARET ROBINSON 

Margaret 
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Riseley Tearooms 
A return visit  to Riseley Tearooms on Thursday 28th of May  

at 2:45 pm till 5.00 pm. Own transport needed.  
 

    38 people maximum.  
    £14 per person to include sandwiches, scones and cakes.  

Unlimited tea or coffee.  

Visits Booked for 2020 

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME 
For those of you who attended last June's monthly meeting you will remem-
ber that Graham O'Connell came and spoke to us about the NGS, National 

 up each year and then kindly invited us to come round for a private 
visit.  I now have all the details for this trip and if you are interested there will 
be a sign-up sheet from November’s monthly meeting onwards. 
  Two visits have been arranged  to visit Angela and Graham’s NGS garden at 
Frimley Green. One on Tuesday 9th June  and one on Friday 12th June.  
    Both are from 2 pm to 4 pm. Price of £9 per person to include the tour and 
tea/coffee and cake. 15 people maximum per day. 
  This will  also include a visit to a their neighbours garden, also an NGS mem-
ber and to another neighbour who has a studio and is one of the Surrey Open 
Artists . Angela has kindly arranged for both of these places to be open for us 
on the day and should make for a very pleasant afternoon outing. 

B arbara Brooks reports that starting from 15th January and thereafter 
on each 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, the newly formed Sing-

ing Group will meet at the Tythings from 3 to 4.30 p.m. For the rest of this 
year meetings will be at 7 Sandhurst Lane, GU17 0DQ . Details from  
Barbara on: 01252 871333 or  e-mail: thebrooksies73@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Philip/Documents/Adobe
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W 
arbrook House, Charles Kingsley, alpacas, puffballs and fly agaric 
toadstools all featured in the walk along the Blackwater Valley and 
Bramshill Forest.  Warbrook House, a Grade 1 listed building seen 

in the background of the accompanying picture,   was designed and built in 
1724 by John James of Greenwich whose memorial can be found in Eversley 
Church.  Instead we admired the memorial to Charles Kingsley a former rector 
of Eversley Parish church, who died in 1875, as the walk led us through the 
churchyard and beyond to a small herd of alpacas who took a keen interest in a 
group of U3A walkers as they took a short break.  Then on towards Bramshill 
Forest and Welsh Drive, along which cattle used to be herded from Wales to 
market in London.  Autumn with its annual crop of fungi added further interest 
to our walk with a good display of the toadstools including the poisonous Ama-
nita muscaria ( commonly known as the Fly Agaric) with its characteristic red 
cap and white spots and edible puffballs.  Walkers were not tempted to harvest 
a free lunch, remaining cautious and heeded the adage that “there are old 
mushroom eaters and bold mushroom eaters, but few remaining old and bold 
ones”.  After completing just over 5 miles on a mild and sunny morning a less 
hazardous lunch was enjoyed by all at The Frog and Wicket. 
 

[Pictures by: Min Gardiner and David Dickinson] 

TONY BUCKLE 
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T here is still a chance for you to join the Monthly Prize Draw by the 

extended deadline of 14th November. 

First: Contact Sue Puxley by telephone or e-mail by 14th November and 

tell her you wish to join giving your name and membership number.  

Next: Make arrangements for your £10 to get paid. 

Lastly: Sit back and wait for your number to get drawn!  

Sue Puxley:   suepuxley@virginmedia.com 
    01276 513031 
    58 Frogmore Park Drive, Blackwater GU17 0PJ 

Thursday 19th December 
Eat, drink and  make merry at our Annual 

Christmas Party. You bring the food we  
do everything else. 

Live  Music 
Free Raffle 

Intriguing Quiz 
Art, Crafts and Photography Display 

Could be the highlight of your Social Calendar 
But you need to be there to enjoy it! 

Eat, drink and  make merry at our Annual 
Christmas Party. You bring the food we  

do everything else. 
Live  Music 
Free Raffle 

Intriguing Quiz 
Art, Crafts and Photography Display 

Could be the highlight of your Social Calendar 
But you need to be there to enjoy it! 

file:///C:/Users/Philip/Documents/Adobe
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Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Raffle 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 

Meg Thomson 
Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary 

01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Jackie Barkaway   Committee Member 01276 502812 jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk 

Sue Puxley 
Minutes Secretary and 
Groups’ Co-ordinator 

01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Margaret Robinson Speaker Secretary  01276 492363   grannyintheusa@googlemail.com 

Dave Dickinson Chairman 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling 
Members’ Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 

01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 

Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

   
Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles)  Various 
1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art 
Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House 
Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club 
Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House 
Monday at 2.30pm 
  Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house 
Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House 
Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO 
St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography 
The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 
2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 
2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

 Singing Group 
 ***Starting 15th January*** 
The Tythings 

1st and 3rd Wednesday 
3.00 to 4.30 pm 

Barbara Brooks 01252 871333 

Ten-Pin Bowling 
Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.00pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 
1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Min Gardiner 
[From January] 01252 877510 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 
2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green   01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Newsletter/Documents/Newsletter/xansamaz@aol.com
mailto:megtho@ntlworld.com
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