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C an it really be three years 
since I was invited to become 
Chair of the Blackwater Valley 
U3A?  Yes it can! 

    Three years of introducing great speakers on 
topics from Beer Brewing to Crossing the Ant-
arctic; three years in chairing some very lively 
and wide ranging Committee meetings; and 
above all three years of welcoming members 
new and old to our activities. 

    I would like to thank the other members of the Committee for their sup-
port and hard work throughout these years.  At the same time I would urge 
you to volunteer to join the Committee yourselves.  The active participation 
of members is a fundamental principle of the U3A.  It is also vital that the 
Committee is refreshed from time to time (as well as being required in the 
Constitution).   We have two vacancies currently, following the resignation 
of David Sparkes and Pam Cuthbertson, as well as needing a replacement 
for Jackie Barkaway in her Speaker Secretary role.  If you don’t want to vol-
unteer yourself, do you have a friend who you think would make a good 
committee member?  That’s how I arrived on the scene, thanks to Kathie 
Hugill who suggested me to Phil. 

    It has been a delightful three years for me and I hope David Dickinson en-
joys ringing that bell as much as I have, if you accept him as your next Chair 
at the AGM. 

    Thank you and goodbye, 

. 
Min Gardiner 
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Spring Forward 

The Photography Group meets next on  

Tuesday 26th March 
At the last meeting Keith Harrison used a flat screen tele-
vision to display pictures for members to evaluate; and to 
consider the advantages or otherwise of acquiring similar 
equipment for the Group. If purchased it could be a per-
manent fixture in the Gallery Room if the necessary insur-
ance requirements are met. 

Ambling Group  

Thursday April 4
th  

River Blackwater and Lakes 
Meet 11.00 a.m. at car park, near 
Moor Green Lakes off Lower Sand-

hurst Road RG40 3TJ] 

Team Leader: 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 
 

Walking Group  

Thursday April 4
th 

 
Horsell Common & Woking 

about 6 miles [10kms] 

Meet 9.15 a.m. Frogmore Campus 

Team Leaders: 

Julia/ Martin Wedlock  

01276 35347 
 

Walking Too Group  

Thursday April 11
th 

 
Greywell, Mapledurwell 

Meet to car share 9.45 a.m. Frogmore 
campus park at Fox & Goose 

Team Leader: 

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 
 

  

Do Not Say We Have Nothing 

A novel by Madeleine Thien published in 2016. It follows 
a 10-year-old girl and her mother who invite a Chinese 
refugee into their home.  
    Critically acclaimed, in 2016 the Canadian author was 
awarded both the Scotiabank Giller Prize and the Gover-
nor General's Award. It was short-listed for the Man 
Booker Prize as well as the Women's Prize for Fiction. 
    Thien’s work reflects the trans-cultural nature of  
Canadian literature, exploring art, expression and politics 
inside Cambodia and China, as well as within diasporic Asian communities.  

The Book Group meets on the last Thursday of the month at 2.00 p.m. 

 

Madeleine Thien 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madeleine_Thien
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Message from Meg  

Please make your 2019 membership payment at the monthly meeting 
or post them to:  
 Meg Thomson 
 Primrose Cottage, 83 London Road, Blackwater GU17 0AD. 

U sing a case very close to 

hand, last month’s 

speaker Colin Johnson 

explained how DNA 

and Geographic Profiling was used to 

help solve the complex case of a lorry 

driver killed on the M3 near Camberley 

when an unknown assailant  threw a 

brick from a footbridge  that crashed 

through the vehicle’s windscreen. 

    The driver, Michael Little, was able 

to steer the lorry off the main carriage-

way onto the hard shoulder and was 

taken to hospital with  chest injuries but  

died later from a heart attack. 

    The killer was caught using a process of familial searching in what 

is believed to be the first case in the world to bring a criminal to jus-

tice. Having left his DNA on the brick he was caught when the new 

technology helped police trace him through a relative’s DNA. 

    Colin Johnson is an internationally accredited Geographic Profiler 

and holds a master's degree in psychology. 

Colin Johnson 
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W 
hat one doesn’t expect in February is a Summer’s day!  
So I exaggerate just a wee bit but who wouldn’t after experi-
encing the warmest February on record and being out at Vir-

ginia Water on St. Valentine’s Day with temperatures close to tropical [well 
touching 12°C  that’s tropical  for Surrey in February isn’t it?]. 
    Still a little cool for you? Not if you’re kitted out like Sherpas hacking the    
Himalayas it’s not! 
    Add in wall-to-wall sunshine and you’re in line for a treat and that’s what 
we got last month on our Walk Too: blazing sunshine, blue skies, a lake with a 
mirror finish, good company and a good lunch. What more could anyone ask 
for? 
 

 

Picture Min Gardiner 

    Next month’s walks are listed on page 2. 
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OTHER GROUP ACTIVITY 

The Aeronautics Group  

Sometimes  
you need to find a  

place to curl up 
with your good 

book.  

Picture Dave Turner 

Picture Dave Turner 

Likewise it’s often 
hard to find a 

place at Christmas 
for your  meal. The 

answer for our 
Book Group was to 

have Christmas 
Lunch in February 

at the Heron on 
the Lake  

Picture Wendy Dauven 

We are still trying to get this group off the 
ground and only have one member cur-
rently. Any one wishing to join Dave 
Turner in his machine are more than wel-
come. Health & Safety rules apply and all 
participants will be certified. 
    On a serious note, the challenge of 
finding something  for the Photography  
Goup’s Anything with Wheels subject for 
February meant that members got out 
and about looking for this and that. 
   Dave got as far as Brooklands  Museum 
but where have you been recently? 

Join one of our groups and have  
some Fun. 

Picture June Turner 
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MIKE PIPPARD 

Unfortunately, was not present to hear the rousing  

cheers that greeted his name being drawn as winner  

of last month’s Grand Prize Draw so we are left to  

imagine how his face would look. We assume that  

the use of a happy emoji is appropriate. 

A very warm BVU3A 
welcome to our new  
member 
We were pleased to welcome new member  
BARBARA WRAY when she  attended  at last  
month’s meeting. 

 
New Groups? 
Would you think of joining a Fishing Group if one was started? 

There are several anglers in the Club both coarse and game. Phil 

is obviously coarse but we are coy about naming members who 

profess to be game. Angling is a pursuit that attracts many  

women to its numbers so this group doesn’t have to be just for 

the boys!  Speak to Phil Rowling if you’re interested. 
 

Fishing not your scene—Well how about a little singing? 

Members are asked to consider stretching their vocal chords and 

raising their voices in the company of like-minded members 

to be part of a Singing Group a pastime that is increasing in  

popularity in many U3As and other organisations.  

Interested? Speak to Jackie Barkaway. 
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The speaker for our meeting in March will be Peter Reese.  

Peter will be talking about Samuel Franklin Cody: The Flying  

Cowboy.  

      Cody straddles two continents, America and Britain and  two 

eras, the Wild West of America and later as a pioneer of  

aviation where his achievements led to the foundations of  

today's aviation industry and to Farnborough becoming  

synonymous with flying. 

Don’t Miss 

It’s Beyond our Ken 
What is going on with members of the 10-pin Bowling Group? 
No sooner had Leader Bob turned his back metaphorically speaking when all kinds of  
non-bowling nonsense started. As investigative journalists the Newsletter’s editorial staff 
have been leaked e-mails claiming to be genuine sent following an incident at Farn-
borough Recreational Centre last month. 
 

Good morning Bob, 
Just to let you know how good your PA was yesterday! Everything went very well. The only 
downside was when she was trying to control a couple of rowdy bowlers and had to threaten 
to spank them! We don’t know why but their behaviour got even worse .  
We won’t mention any names!  See you on the 20th. 
 

Hi, thank you for bringing to my attention the good job my PA did yesterday in my absence, 
but I was appalled to learn of the bad behaviour of some of the bowlers who took advantage 
of a quiet inoffensive woman. It's been duly noted and I shall remonstrate with the perpetra-
tors when I see them. Bob. 

Never say Die, she says 
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Blackwater Valley U3A 
 

Tel: 01252 870879   e-mail: rowlingphilip@gmail.com    Editor: bvu3anewsletter@gmail.com 

 
The Blackwater Valley U3A Committee comprises: - 

The Blackwater Valley U3A is affiliated to the Yateley U3A.   Our website:   www.blackwatervalleyu3a.org.uk 
 

Webmaster: -     Val Green       01276 512838           email: - webmasterbvu3a@gmail.com 

   Venue Time/date Contact Phone number 

Ambling (approx. 2 miles) 
  

Various 1st Thursday in each 
month at 11am 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Art Darby Green and Frogmore 
Social Hall 

Monday 11am- 1.00pm Jerry France   01252 671325 

Books Private House Last Thursday in the 
month - 2 pm 

Chris Bowen 01252 872709 

Bowls (summer) Fleet Social  Bowling Club Tuesday at 11am 
  

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Bridge Private House Monday at 2.30pm 
  

Toni Spencer 01276 423428 

Canasta 1 & 2 and other 
card games 

Private house Wednesdays 2pm    (1) 
                                   (2) 

Pam Cuthbertson 
Clive Singer 

01252 872221 
01252 324304 

Crafts Private House Every other Monday 
afternoon 2-4 pm 

Jean Huckle 01252 878152 

MOTO St. Barnabas Church  
Blackwater 

2nd  Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm 
  

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Photography The Tythings, Yateley 
 

4th Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.  

Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Pub Lunches Variable 2nd Wednesday  in every 
month  at 12:30 pm 

Mike Pippard 01344 772595 

‘Rummikub’ Private House 2nd and 4th Tuesday in 
every month at 7.00pm 
. 

Pam Cuthbertson 01252 872221 

Ten-Pin Bowling Farnborough Recreation 
Centre 

Every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday  at 2.00 p.m. 

Bob Atkins 01252 871899 

Trips and Excursions Various To be arranged. Phil Rowling 01252 870879 

Various Sports Table Tennis, 
Curling 

Frogmore  Leisure Centre 
 

Friday 1.30pm to 2.30pm Val Green 01276 512838 

Walking 
(approx. 7 miles) 

Various 1st Thursday in every 
month. 

Roy Spencer 01276 423428 

 ‘Walking Too’ (approx. 5 
miles) 

Various 2nd Thursday in every 
month 

 Rosemary White 01276 503813 

Name Name Telephone E-mail Address 

Marilynne Gardiner Chairwoman 01252 877510 xansamaz@aol.com 
Meg Thomson Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary 
01276 33727 megtho@ntlworld.com 

Sue Puxley Minutes Secretary 01276 513031 suepuxley@virginmedia.com 

Jackie Barkaway Speakers Secretary   01276 502812 jackiebarkaway@yahoo.co.uk 

Pam Cuthbertson Groups Coordinator 01252 872221 pamcuth@gmail.com 

Dave Dickinson Raffle Organizer 01252 879056 daviddickinson9@btinternet.com 

Phil Rowling Members Welfare and 
Newsletter Editor 

01252 870879 rowlingphilip@gmail.com 
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