
Changes in the SCC Team. 
We are delighted to welcome Vania 
Jean-Baptiste to the SCC Team but 
sad to say goodbye to Sandra Kimber 
as she stands down after many years 
serving on SCC. There are also 
changes to the Team Leader position, 
as Hilary Taylor who has served on 

the SCC since its beginning in 2003 and as Small 
Church Enabler since 2007, is moving out of Lon-
don in the near future. She is delighted to hand 
the SCC Team Leader baton to Fran 
Bellingham who has been serving on 
SCC for 2 years. The official hand-
over will be at the Pastor’s Confer-
ence in early February and Fran will 
continue the good work of SCC 
alongside the LB Regional Team. 
When she moves, Hilary plans to encourage the 
small churches, working alongside the Central 
Baptist Association and to continue her national 
role working with Baptists Together. 

 Welcome to the Winter edition of SCC news.  As usual 
the weather varies from hard frosts and cold, sunny 
days to foggy mornings and dull dampness.  But seem-
ingly regardless of the weather, the first snowdrops 
have appeared to give us the promise of Spring to 
come.  We are also looking at another promise of an 
end to Covid restrictions, for the immediate future at 
least.  So we can choose whether or not to close the 
church windows, and the wearing of masks will be a 
personal choice. 
 

Changes are also happening in the leading of the Small 
Church Connexion team as Hilary explains below. It is 
a time for saying “Good-bye” to two founder mem-
bers of SCC and also to welcome a new person.  
 

I am grateful to the team for sharing some of their ac-
tivities and ideas.  We hope that you will be encour-
aged and inspired by what you read, and that you will 
contribute to the next newsletter if you have some-
thing happening that will be a help to others.  
 

---oo0oo--- 

Introducing Vania 

Prior to pastoring a small London church, I served in 
my local Baptist Church (West Green Baptist Church in 
Haringey) since 1989 and was fully involved in the life 
of the church where I served in various roles which in-
cluded; Sunday School Teacher, Worship Leader, Dea-
con, Elder and Church Counsellor.  I also served exten-
sively in lay leadership/preaching within the London 
area. 

In 2012 I sensed God’s call on my life to go into full-
time ministry; speaking His Word into my heart - Then 
Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up His cross, 
and follow me (Matthew 16:24).                                                   
. 
After much prayer I made the decision to answer His 
call on my life.  I then attended the LBA’s “Exploring 
Ministry Day” in December 2013.  It was following this 
Open Day that I felt the confirmation in my heart of 
God's call on my life.  Following this I met with my Pas-
tor and informed him of my decision.  He then con-
tacted our Regional Minister who informed him of the 
steps I needed to take. After having met with the BU’s 
Ministerial Recommendation Committee, I was recom-
mended to Spurgeon’s, College for ministerial training, 
where I graduated with an honours degree in Theology. 

I commenced my current ministry as Pastor at Underhill 
Baptist Church in Barnet in July 2020.  Prior to this I 
served as the Pastor at Stroud 
Green Baptist Church in Harin-
gey for six years.  I am also a 
trained counsellor, specialising 
in bereavement counselling. 

I am married to Tony (36½ years) and we have two 
grown up twin daughters, Jasmine and Leah, and a 
new baby grand-daughter, Amariah. 
 
My hobbies include travelling, gardening, keep-fit train-
ing, and walking our dog, Luna.    
 

---oo0oo--- 
 

News from Sandra at Hampton Wick 
 

“As the leader of a very small church I was beginning to 
become very despondent.  We were small and getting 
smaller.  I began to question God.  Despite our praying, 
why was nothing happening?  Was He not listening?  What, 
if anything, should we open up after the pandemic eased?  
Do we even have a future at all? 
 

One day, He very definitely spoke into my situation saying 
“Work with what you have and see what I will do.”  So, 
having run out of my own options, I could only do what He 
was asking and wait for Him to act.  After all, He did re-
mind me that Jesus said ‘I will build my church’.   
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