
Welcome to the Autumn edition of SCC news.  As we ap-
proach the time for changing the clocks, we are also look-
ing at changes in all walks of life including our churches. 
 

We can reflect on what has happened during the summer 
months (even if the weather wasn’t particularly summery!) 
both here in London and further afield.  We can also look 
forward to our Autumn Event on Zoom and other plans and 
prospects.  Hopefully we will be encouraged as we see God 
at work, and inspired by what other churches are doing.  
 

If you find something helpful, please remember that others 
can be helped by hearing about what you are doing, and 
send me your news for our next newsletter.  My details are 
at the very end of page 2.  With the legal difficulties of 
printing pictures that might be copyright, I have resorted to 
using old photographs where appropriate:  I hope you en-
joy my snapshot of autumn in Bavaria ten years ago when 
en route to the Passion Play in Oberammergau. 
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After many telephone calls and emails we got permis-
sion and the council’s backing. The local councillor who 
I know very well, was very supportive and even gave us 
£100 towards the outreach. Several local councillors 
even tweeted to show support and 
how brilliant a community event it 
was and that the council would 
want to be more involved next 
year! The local councillor was also 
invited to give out the trophies at 
the end of the week. 

In total during the 5 days, we had around 50 young 
people and sadly we had to turn away around 10 teen-
agers due to the numbers. Some of the young people 
who came 2 years ago attended as well as lots of new 
faces. One young lad called Nathan who was 15 at-
tended and it turned out he used to attend Cricklewood 
Baptist church several years ago for Sunday school! 
 

Each day they learnt football skills, team work, heard 
about some of Jesus miracles and also from different 
coaches each day a bit about their life story. Some very 
good friendships were made and on the last day a num-
ber of them made a decision to follow Jesus and took 
New Testaments that the Gideons had given us. 

 

Our basket-
ball camp 
was held in a 
local secon-
dary school 
and led by a 
local Angli-
can vicar 

who happens to be a trained coach. Some of the same 
children attended both camps but also had new faces 
at this one and around 25 came each day. Many had 
played basketball before, and others had never so 
there was a mixture of abilities. 
 

Some of the young people have started attending a lo-
cal weekly football camp as well as our own regular 
children’s club at the church. 
 

Praise the Lord!”         Stephen Maclean 

---oo0oo--- 

Holiday Discovery 

“While on holiday we visited a church and experienced 
both worship and mission.  It was a Thursday morning 
when we shared in the service at Argoed Baptist 
Chapel, a tiny church in a small Welsh Valley’s village.  
The chapel buildings are over 200 years old, situated 
on a narrow road where parking facilities are limited, 
and access to the building is up several steps and a 
steep path running alongside the graveyard.  The 
membership of this church is small (about 10) and ag-
ing, but this is a chapel whose worship and mission is 
greater than the number of members would suggest. 

We were greeted warmly, as is every visitor, as a 
friend.  The atmosphere was relaxed and refreshing in 
a light and airy room.  Our ‘communion’ was coffee, 

Summer Results 
 

Cricklewood football and basketball camps 
 

“As mentioned in the previous newsletters this took 
place in the 
Summer for a 
week. The week 
went very well, 
though if I were 
to do it again, it 
would not be 
running two 
camps the same 
week! It demanded a lot of time and was very tiring, 
but so worthwhile! 
 

The football camp was held in a local park near the 
church and was supported by Ambassadors football, 
Youth with a Mission and local Christians from differ-
ent churches came to run the camp.  We ran into a 
slight problem when two council officials came over 
and told us we were playing in a rugby pitch, though 
there were no markings or rugby goals up. We agreed 
to move the following day and were asked to use 
where people play cricket! They also asked if we had 
written permission to play football in the park, which 
we did not have and was an oversight and something 
we did not need 2 years ago. 



London Baptists Virtual AGM 
 

7pm Wednesday 24th November 
 

      Speaker:  BUGB General Secretary, 
Rev Lynn Green 

 

   See your weekly London Baptists up
   date for the link and access details.  
   The meeting will be approximately 
   one hour only. 
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We value your feedback. Please contact me at 
valeriewinchester@btinternet.com or by post to 

73 St Johns Road, Dartford DA2 6BE 
or Hilary Taylor at hilary.taylor@tiscali.co.uk  

phone 07986 759034 
 

If you want to phone some news rather than write it 
down, you can contact Valerie on 01322 223148 

cake, and eggs on toast, served with 
generosity.  Eating together we shared 
our hopes and dreams, our fears, and 
longings to see God’s action evident in 
our lives as well as the lives of others.  
We spoke of what God has been doing in 
our lives, our shared experiences.  Other 
conversations with those seated at other 
tables revolved around family and work, 
coping with anxiety and fear, and the 

challenges young people face in finding suitable and afford-
able housing as they seek to grow into their adult lives.  These 
conversations were liberally sprinkled with laughter as we saw 
the lighter side.  The stories were testimony to God’s grace. 
Then there was worship.  This was a service without singing, 
formal prayer or bible readings but it was full of sacrificial, 
whole-life worship as members gave whole days of their time, 
their skills (Val’s cakes are a wonderful example of God-given 
skill) and dedicated service in cleaning, washing up, serving 
food and drink and, most importantly, listening attentively to 
all who entered. 

As church, as Christians living Christ-
like lives, we are called to bring life 
and hope to others.  This is evident 
in the café at Argoed.  On a previous 
visit a young mother who had multi-
ple problems and little confidence 
was desperate to learn how to make a cake for her son.  With 
gentle patience she was guided through the process producing 
a beautiful cake for her son’s birthday.  She later studied and 
passed her food safety and hygiene certificate, her first ever 
qualification and something that would give her the opportu-
nity for future employment.  This was life giving mission. 
 

The café at Argoed is worship and mission.  It does not run on 
a business model, seeking to become richer, bigger, stronger, 
but as a not-for-profit the emphasis is on serving the needs of 
the community and building community.  This runs counter to 
much current thinking.  Here time is valued and shared gener-
ously, it is a place of deep listening, joy, and laughter.  There 
is nothing that is religious about it, but this brings freedom, as 
all are made welcome and feel themselves welcomed. 
 

We left Argoed full.  Full of wonderful food, but also full of 
hope, dreams, and joy.  We felt that we had been in God’s 
presence, welcomed in and sent back out into the world with 
God’s blessings.  If you are ever in the area, make the effort 
to visit and see how church can be very different to what we 
are perhaps used to, but perhaps this is the future of church 
in a world where statistics tell us that church attendance is 
rapidly declining.”     Fran Bellingham 
(The café at Argoed is open Weds & Thurs 10.00am - 4.00pm) 
[I had to shorten this article from Fran.  To see the full article 
email me and I will forward it to you.] 
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Gifting Workshop 
 

Do you and your members know what gifts God has given 
you in order to build His Church? 
 

Hilary & Martin Taylor run a 3 hour gifting workshop for 
the whole church based on the 5 gifts from Ephesians 4 
v11-12 (Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Shepherd & 
Teacher) plus 2 other gifts (Organiser and Helper).  The 
workshop includes teaching, a simple questionnaire and 
discussions in gifting groups. 
 

Quote from Emmanuel Church, Ham (June 2021): 
“We were amazed at the giftings represented in this 
small church, some of which we were each aware of, but 
were very surprised at and encouraged with other gift-
ings, not realised.  This is now propelling us to seek God 
together to rise up and to be all that He has called us to 
be, individually and together as a team.  Martin & Hilary 
are great teachers and encouragers and it was fun!” 
 

For more info or to book a workshop, contact Hilary.  

---oo0oo--- 
 

SCC Autumn Event on Zoom 
  Saturday 23rd October 

   10am-2pm on Zoom 
   ‘Building a bigger table’  
  Radical Hospitality & 
  Authentic Community 

   Guest speaker:   
Rev. Hayley Young 

(BUGB President 2023-24)  
 

“Time to talk, learn, swap 
ideas and pray” 

 

Book your place with Hilary - about 20 already booked! 
You can see Hayley’s video on https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=5HOz7CXZRUI 
 

---oo0oo--- 
 

Small Church Connexion - FACEBOOK page 
 

Do sign up and add posts, once you’ve pressed like to 
join the group.  And tell your Facebook friends! 

 

---oo0oo--- 
 

This SCC newsletter comes out quarterly, so the next 
one will be early in January 2022.  To keep inspired by 
Hilary in the meantime look at Hilary’s blog.  The latest 
one is at http://
smallchurches.wordpress.com/2021/10/10/reach-the-
unreached/  Then you can sign up regularly! 

  


