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In the afternoon Ruth Rice told us about Renew Wellbeing - a prayer movement with activities. There are
now over 200 churches involved in running wellbeing
centres in partnership with local authorities or mental
health groups. They offer free online webinar training
sessions, and area coordinators who can advise. More
info can be found on www.renewwellbeing.org.uk
Hilary received many positive and appreciative comments from those who attended and found the webinar
helpful. I have picked out extracts from two:

Welcome to the Summer edition of SCC news. A special
welcome for those church leaders whose churches have
joined the Small Church Connexion in the last year as their
membership has reduced for whatever reason. We hope
you will be encouraged by what you read, and we welcome
your input.
The sporting world is getting back to pre-Covid days with
football crowds only slightly less than capacity and Wimbledon gradually increasing the numbers on the main
courts. Again we are being encouraged to think that everything will be as it was in the past. However we are serving
a living God who guides us into the future. We can truly
echo Mother Julian in saying that “all will be well” as we
trust God to be with us; but this same God told Isaiah, “Do
not cling to events of the past or dwell on what happened
long ago. Watch for the new thing I am going to do.”
We will look back on our April webinar, and forward to our
Autumn Event in October. But we also look around at what
some of our small London churches have been doing and
plan to do this summer.
---oo0oo---

Zoom Webinar on 17th April
Back to church - How to rebuild?
54 people attended our 4th webinar - 26 from London
churches and 28 from other associations across the
country. The morning speaker was Simon Goddard
and, after a lunch break, Ruth Rice led the afternoon
session. There were opportunities to discuss in break
out groups of 5 or 6 people, which worked well.
Simon encouraged us to pause and take stock of what
had happened during lockdown before making decisions for the future. He used the illustration of the
Choluteca Bridge in Honduras which
had been built to carry a road across
a river; but after a hurricane the
course of the river changed completely. If everything around us has
moved, where does the church need
to be to serve God?
Simon advised us not to think about what we do until
we had thought why and how. He ended by encouraging us to do a few things really well.

“Thanks for today. I thoroughly enjoyed it. I was thinking … 4 hours of webinar is going to be so slow. It was
wonderful. Well organized and great speakers.”
“I thought this was the best Webinar I have ever attended and I’ve attended quite a few! Totally relevant
to our situation, informative, inspiring with positive suggestions we could use.”
---oo0oo---

SCC Autumn Event on Zoom
Saturday 23rd October
‘Building a bigger table’
Guest speaker: Hayley Young
Hayley says: “As a Baptist Movement we have the opportunity to bring Jesus to our communities by expanding a
table: providing the kind of hospitality that Jesus offers.
We have a challenge ahead of us about how we can create
a bigger table: to welcome more people. To spend time
listening, learning, hearing, knowing and respecting everyone. We have a challenge ahead of us about how we relate to the culture around us and the digital world. Everything is changing at a fast rate. In the midst of this
change, we have a generation that are already redefining
the world in which they want to live. I would like to encourage our churches and missional communities to find
ways of creating authentic community online; embracing
our Baptist DNA of radical dissent, and enabling a culture
where all generations are involved and heard.
As disciples of Jesus, our distinctions all reveal the unlimited beauty of God, who is the source of each of us. I
believe this rich diversity is the Holy Ground where God
speaks. It is this diversity that means we need to learn
how to create a bigger table together.”
Times and booking details will be available nearer the
time. Please put the date in your diary now.
---oo0oo---

News from two of our churches
Cricklewood Baptist Church
“This summer, churches in Cricklewood and in partnership with Ambassador’s football and YWAM are running
two camps for young people during the last week in
August. Training will be given by trained coaches, as
young people learn team skills, have fun and learn
more about Jesus.

Baptist Insurance kindly awarded us
a grant to run these outreaches for
a week and to reach young people
in our local community and to hopefully link them to regular sports
outreaches in the area. The grant
was fairly straightforward to apply
for, and more info how to apply and
the criteria can be found at
www.baptist-insurance.co.uk/grants
Do pray for those who will be
leading the camps, including a
local Anglican vicar who is a
trained basketball coach, and for
young people as they attend that
they would come to know Jesus.
Give thanks for these partnerships
with Christian groups and churches
in the local Cricklewood area.”

Challenges, blessings & thoughts for the future
One church, and I’m sure they are not alone, has
shared that, sadly, people have chosen to opt out during lockdown. There have been many reasons. But
now the church is reopening and the challenge is how
to be the church today, how to re-engage in discipleship and to realise that as God’s people we are called
to love and care for each other.
Over the past 18 months, the minister has led 25 funerals, and has had the privilege and blessing to journey with families through what has been a horrendous
time. Every family story was different, and there is the
opportunity to continue to pastorally care for them.

Going forward, the church is becoming more intentional about discipleship, especially how they welcome
and include new people. A new weekly discipleship
group for the whole church will begin as they look to
disciple each other and those new to the faith. The
aim is to encourage and develop people to use their
Stephen Maclean
gifts, preparing the church for this new season and
stepping up into roles for which they are gifted. God is
Bromley Common Baptist Church
with us in all things but we need His wisdom as we
“As with many other churches we are slowly coming out
move ahead. The church has recently begun to work
of lockdown and exploring what new opportunities there
alongside a mission agency which is encouraging
are in mission.
them in mission and discipleship, and which is already
Over Easter we decorated our Hall
beginning to bear fruit.
windows with an Easter frieze
Hilary Taylor (LB Small Church Enabler)
illustrating the story of the cross
---oo0oo--and resurrection. This was well
Changing regulations
received and as pedestrians walk
Covid rules/advice is changing almost daily so please
past the building, we were aware
look at the BU website for the latest information.
of them looking at the pictures. On Easter Sunday we
---oo0oo--placed planters of flowers on the outside windowsills.
Without words, we hope that the frieze and the abunHilary & Martin Taylor run a 3 hour gifting workshop for
dance of fresh growth will illustrate the Easter story. On the whole church based on the 5 gifts from Ephesians 4
the Easter afternoon we held a treasure hunt in the
v11-12 (Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Shepherd &
church garden for the local families, hiding plastic eggs Teacher) plus 2 other gifts (Organiser and Helper).
filled with a certain ‘crème egg’. We
There is teaching, a simple questionnaire and discussions
also held an Easter bonnet and decoin gifting groups.
rated tree competition among our
Quote from Emmanuel Church, Ham (June 2021):
neighbours. It was difficult to do things
We were amazed at the giftings represented in this
while complying with regulations, but
small church, some of which we were each aware of, but
we managed it.
were very surprised at and encouraged with other giftOn the back of what we did at Easter we started a
monthly Messy/Forest Church in the church garden. Our ings, not realised. This is now propelling us to seek God
together to rise up and to be all that He has called us to
first meeting was at Pentecost where we made windmills, played with balloons and remembered that it is the be, individually and together as a team. Martin & Hilary
are great teachers and encouragers and it was fun!
Spirit who brings life to everything. With the lack of
For more info or to book a workshop, contact Hilary.
people resources it seems harder to return to a weekly
---oo0oo--toddler group, but a monthly service has attracted interest from the families that used to come to the toddler
Don’t forget to look up ‘small church connexion’ on
group. Like all new adventures, it is starting small, but
facebook and press like to join the group.
we trust for growth.
---oo0oo--We are hopeful that these gentle engagements with the
community will encourage new growth, but we are realWe value your feedback. Please contact me at
istic: these things take time and patience. Do pray that
valeriewinchester@btinternet.com or by post to
families will be encouraged to join us as we explore
73 St Johns Road, Dartford DA2 6BE
creation and the Creator.”
Fran Bellingham
or Hilary Taylor at hilary.taylor@tiscali.co.uk
---oo0oo--phone 07986 759034
Your newsletter
If you want to phone some news rather than write it
If you have appreciated reading about other churches, please consider letdown, you can contact Valerie on 01322 223148
ting us all know what you are doing in your church - see contact details.

