
 Welcome to the Spring edition of SCC news.  Officially 
we are in British Summer Time, but typically for the 
south east of England our weather goes from one sea-
son to another every few days!  Last week everything 
was covered in a light dusting from the Sahara, while 
this week we have had a light dusting of snow!!  We 
have learnt to be prepared for anything weather-wise 
and can apply that wisdom to life in general at present. 
In this edition we will look at the Spring retreat held in 
March and also forward to our next webinar.  We will 
see as well how some of our churches prepared for 
Easter, celebrating for a second time in the pandemic.   
 

We aim to bring you encouragement, and that would 
be a lot easier if you would share even one thing that 
has encouraged you recently.  Please do let us have 
your feedback, however limited you feel it to be. 
 

---oo0oo--- 
 

Spring Retreat on Zoom 
6th March, 10am - 2pm 

led by 
Sandra Kimber 

 

“Guided by a star” 
 

I suspect that everyone who saw the title for the retreat, 
had in mind the magi and their journey to Bethlehem.  But 
Sandra was thinking of outstanding people in the Scriptures, 
the ‘stars’ of the Bible, beginning with Bartimaeus! 
 

Before that, Sandra asked us all (37 of us) how we felt.  
Many said tired, exhausted, confused, with just a few more 
positive answers.  She showed us a picture of a tree in Rich-
mond Park which had been uprooted by a storm.  It was 
battered and damaged but part of the root was in contact 
with the ground and there was new growth reaching up-
wards.  A visual aid for those of us feeling battered and 
bruised by the pandemic.   
 

We then turned to the ‘stars’, who had been given tough 
jobs to do.  Most of the 20 we looked at briefly came 
through remarkably well.  This led to thinking about what 
God was calling each of us to do, what tasks he had gifted 
us to do. 
 

As the day progressed through a guided meditation and a 
time of reflection, people experienced encouragement and 
refreshing to face the future.  The feedback sent to Hilary 
afterwards expressed gratitude and thanks to Sandra, and 
gave God the glory for the blessing and reinvigoration that 
had been experienced.  Praise the Lord! 

Zoom Webinar Saturday 17th April 
10am - 2pm 

 

Back to Church - How to Rebuild? 
How to reach our hurting communities? 

 

Time to talk, swap ideas & pray 
 

Guest speakers: 
Simon Goddard & Ruth Rice 

Simon Goddard is the founder of River Tree, which of-
fers consultancy, coaching and training support to those 
pursuing fruitfulness in God’s mission. Co-author of ‘Big 
Hearted’, he serves nationally for Baptists Together and 
facilitates its Mission Forum.  
Ruth Rice set up the first Renew Wellbeing centre, 
‘renew 37’ whilst leading New Life Baptist Church. She 
now works full time for Renew Wellbeing visiting 
churches, delivering training and supporting sustainabil-
ity. Ruth is passionate about seeing churches turn them-
selves and their great habits of welcome, care and 
prayer inside out to reduce isolation and increase wellbe-
ing in every community. It’s OK not to be OK. 

Book your place with Hilary - 
hilary.taylor@londonbaptist.org.uk 

---oo0oo--- 

Preparing & Celebrating Easter 2021  

 

Cricklewood Baptist Church is one of the many churches 
who signed up to use J.John’s resources over Easter in-
cluding a message of hope from J.John on “Why Easter?” 
and a testimony from Bear Grylls. We also worked in part-
nership with other local churches to host an online Passion 
Play called Breaking Day by Riding Lights theatre company.  
People had the option to attend church on Good Friday to 
watch this online or from their homes. 
We had the exciting news to have a baptism on Easter Sun-
day, our first in 3 years for one of our teenagers who is 
committed, very servant hearted and helps the church out in 
many ways, and attends our weekly prayer meetings. 
Praise God!     Stephen Maclean 

 

Another billboard ad!  Cricklewood Baptist with other local 
churches have launched their second billboard ad.  Chas 
Bayfield, the churches’ secretary writes: 

The poster fulfils a couple of roles.  The first is to direct peo-
ple to a joint churches Alpha course we are running here in 
Cricklewood, and the second is to encourage people to 
think about God during a time of national crisis. 

The poster encourages people to “vaccinate against hope-
lessness” and incorporates a medical look and feel. 

SMALL CHURCHES 
NEWSLETTER  

Spring 2021 



Don’t forget to look up ‘small church  
connexion’ on facebook and press like to join the group. 

---oo0oo--- 
 

We value your feedback. Please contact me at 
valeriewinchester@btinternet.com or by post to 

73 St Johns Road, Dartford DA2 6BE 
or Hilary Taylor at hilary.taylor@londonbaptist.org.uk  

phone 07986 759034 
 

If you want to phone some news rather than write it down, 
you can contact Valerie on 01322 223148 

or thanks for someone who helped us.  The 4th station remem-
bered Mary, the mother of Jesus, and the invitation was to 
plant a seed and pray for mothers unable to be with their chil-
dren with the virus.  The other stations and prayer prompts 
were in two other local churches - or rather their gardens - for 
all to visit.  Sunflowers in local gardens may be a reminder in 
the months ahead of prayers offered in Holy Week! 
 

---oo0oo---  
 

For Coronavirus guidance from the BU go to https://
www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/337630/Coronavirus.aspx 
 

---oo0oo--- 
 

Helping Home Mission 
 

Is your church supporting Home Mission?  
Or are you asking ‘What is Home Mission?’ 
 

Some small churches are struggling to survive financially 
with no rent coming in during lockdown, and offerings much 
reduced.  But others are thriving and can afford to make a 
contribution in proportion to the way God has blessed them. 
 

Past LBA annual meetings have included reports from pro-
jects supported through Home Mission like the Hebe Foun-
dation, set up by Amie Buhari to work with young people and 
offering training for youth leaders and advice to churches; 
and Kahaila, Paul Unsworth’s church working with endan-
gered women to give them safety and training.  Two re-
markable projects helped by Home Mission funding. 

 

We can also give thanks that Home Mission funding 
ensures BU head office and our regional team have 
not been forced to cut jobs.  I feel sure that every 

reader has been blessed by the help, advice and leadership 
from both teams:  the regular prayer meetings from Lynn 
Green and her colleagues;  the regional minister at the end 
of a phone when you needed help;  and safeguarding advice 
when you had a difficult situation.   
For more information you can go to: www.baptist.org.uk/
Groups/220659/Home_Mission.aspx 
 

---oo0oo--- 
 

For the BU website for small churches go to https://
www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/305953/
SmallerChurches.aspx    
Also check out the page on the London Baptists website 

 

---oo0oo--- 
 

Spurgeon’s College is unable to 
hold Quiet Days at present. 

 
---oo0oo--- 

 

Vaccination is a huge news story at the moment, and we 
believe that appropriating the language of the times is a 
compelling way to grab people’s attention.  We also believe 
that Christianity is a vaccination against hopelessness - 
however dark the road may be for someone, once they be-
lieve there is always hope. 
 

The poster is on a prime site alongside the A406 North Cir-
cular Road in Brent Cross and was funded by Cricklewood 
Baptist Church and St Peter’s C of E Church.   
We-AreOne.org was launched in Dec 2019 as a resource for 
people wanting to access the activities put on by churches in 
Cricklewood and demonstrates how churches in the area are 
working together to improve their local community. 
 
Tottenham churches have also been working together, in 
their case  to produce Lent Studies for 2021, entitled 

Visioning the future with God 
They set up five evening sessions on Zoom on Tuesdays in 
Lent, to explore five topics under this heading.  Over 200 
people attended.  
 

Each week after the opening song and prayer, the leader for 
that session introduced the theme topic before those present 
broke into four groups.  Each group looked at two Bible pas-
sages, making eight passages in all, before returning to 
share their thoughts and agree a vision statement for that 
topic.  Their five topics were:  Rebuilding relationships;  
Mental and spiritual health;  Confronting local poverties;  
Ensuring Black Lives Matter;  and, Remaking church. 
 
Ashford Common Baptist Church like many others pre-
pared to celebrate Easter on Zoom.  Unlike most others 
there was no choice involved as they do not have their own 
building and cannot yet access the community building they 
used before lockdown.  However, the use of Zoom has 
meant that they can join with another church most Sundays 
and also have people attending from around the country and 
from their partnership church in India. 
 

They met for Communion on Maundy Thursday evening, 
and for a service on Good Friday morning, as well as the 
Easter Sunday celebration. 
 
At Bromley Common Baptist Church, in addition to their ser-
vices, they displayed a frieze in the windows of the church 
hall.  This gave the Easter events in silhouette for all pass-
ers-by to see. 
 
Crayford Baptist Church joined with other local churches to 
reflect on the Biblical record of Good Friday in a way that 
has been in use for centuries to enable Christian pilgrims to 
meditate on the Passion of Christ without travelling to Jeru-
salem.  During Holy Week there were four Stations of the 
Cross in the car park of the Baptist Church.  The first about 
Pilate’s sentence of Jesus although finding him not guilty, 
encouraged prayers for those suffering injustice locally and 
around the world.  The second about the weight of carrying 
the cross, suggested praying for any friend or family bowed 
down by ill health, physically or mentally.  Station three fo-
cussed on how we might stumble with the stress of lock-
down. It offered a stone on which to write a word of contrition  


