
Latinxs and Hispanics in the 
Mathematical Sciences 

Lathisms was founded in 2016 in order to showcase the contributions of Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians during Hispanic Heritage 

Month, which is celebrated in the United States from September 15 and October 15 every year. During this time, we feature/reveal a 

prominent Latinx/Hispanic mathematician daily. See all the featured mathematical scientists at LATHISMS.ORG. 

Thanks to the American Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Association of America for support of Lathisms. 

 
 

“HHM began in my lifetime 

and has been an important 

way to bring to the forefront 

the critical contribution to 

society of our people. Despite 

our best efforts, Latinx 

representation in the 

mathematical sciences has 

been largely flat over the last 

30 years. HHM, and efforts 

like Lathism are a 

meaningful way to see our 

community reflected in our 

field and I’m humbled to be a 

part of it.” 

David Uminsky 
Executive Director, Data Science Institute at the University of Chicago 

David was born on Edwards AFB, CA, where his dad served in the Air 
Force. His mom is from Guatemala and emigrated to the states when she 
was 16. David’s family moved and he grew up in Bakersfield, CA. He grad-
uated from Harvey Mudd College in Mathematics in 2003. He went on to 
earn his Ph.D. in Math at Boston University in 2009 and then joined UCLA 
as a combined NSF and UC President’s Postdoctoral Fellow, where he was 
awarded the Chancellor’s Award for outstanding postdoctoral research.  

David accepted an assistant professor role at the University of San Fran-
cisco where he founded the third bachelor’s degree in Data Science in the 
country and later served as the Director of the MS in Data Science pro-
gram from 2014-2019. He was selected in 2015 by the National Academy 
of Sciences as a Kavli Frontiers of Science fellow for his research in ap-
plied mathematics. He is most proud of being selected, during the sum-
mer of 2018, to serve as the Director of Research for the Mathematical 
Science Research Institute Undergrad Program on the topic of Mathemati-
cal Data Science. This service completed a lifelong goal of leading an REU 
program to inspire the next generation of diverse young students into the 
mathematical sciences, an experience he credits with leading him to 
math. David was tenured and promoted to associate professor in 2015 
and soon after co-founded the Data Institute @ USF. He joined the Univer-
sity of Chicago in September 2020 as a senior research associate and Ex-
ecutive Director of the Data Science Institute (DSI).  David is charged with 
leading the effort of defining the field of Data Science. It is a principle goal 
of the DSI to build an inclusive and diverse community of data science re-
searchers, students, and community members. 

David advises students, “Stay curious and open to new opportunities. If 
you find yourself somewhere in this world of mathematics now, you are 
likely somewhat of a curious person. Let that curiosity drive you.” Most 
importantly, he tells students, “Failure is a friend and teacher. Whether 
it’s a rabbit hole of research or career decisions, failure has been much 
more instructive than any of my successes. If you are feeling stuck or feel-
ing like you have made a mistake, then you might just have figured out 
something important.” 


