
Latinxs and Hispanics in the 
Mathematical Sciences 

Lathisms was founded in 2016 in order to showcase the contributions of Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians during Hispanic Heritage 

Month, which is celebrated in the United States from September 15 and October 15 every year. During this time, we feature/reveal a 

prominent Latinx/Hispanic mathematician daily. See all the featured mathematical scientists at LATHISMS.ORG. 

Thanks to the American Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Association of America for support of Lathisms. 

 
 

“Hispanic Heritage Month is 

an opportunity to reflect on 

Latinx people's 

contributions to society in 

general and in higher 

education in particular. 

Furthermore, it is 

important to recognize the 

accomplishments of many 

Latinx mathematicians with 

pride and how they serve as 

role models for younger 

generations, as well as 

acknowledge how much 

more work is needed to 

achieve Latinx equitable 

participation in STEM 

disciplines.” 

Estela Gavosto 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and Profes-
sor Teaching, University of California, Riverside 

Estela Gavosto is the Associate Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion, and a Professor of Teaching (Department of Mathematics) at 
the University of California, Riverside. Her husband is also a mathemati-
cian, and they have two sons. She developed her interest in mathematics 
during high school, at the Instituto Politécnico Superior in Rosario, Argen-
tina. After graduating with a “Licenciatura” in Mathematics at UNR, Ga-
vosto completed her Ph.D. in Mathematics at Washington University in St 
Louis and continued on to postdoctoral positions at Princeton University 
and the University of Michigan. Subsequently, she was a faculty member 
in the department of mathematics at the University of Kansas (KU), Law-
rence, for 23 years. Gavosto held several leadership positions there, and 
in 2019, she moved to the University of California, Riverside.  

Gavosto's principal field of mathematical research is Several Complex 
Variables. She has also worked in scientific computing, particularly the 
areas of symbolic computations, computer-assisted proofs, and mathe-
matical visualization. Through her tenure as Associate Chair and Director 
of Undergraduate Studies of the Department of Mathematics at the Uni-
versity of Kansas, she observed the pressing need to increase develop-
ment opportunities for underrepresented students in STEM. These needs 
inspired Gavosto to change her professional focus and concentrate her ef-
forts on mentoring programs with rigorous research experiences. She 
was the principal investigator (PI) on several grants from the National In-
stitutes of Health, which funded programs like the KU Initiative for Max-
imizing Student Diversity Program, the Post-Baccalaureate Research Edu-
cation Program, and the 500 Nations Bridge Collaboration: Haskell Indian 
Nations University/University of Kansas. 

Gavosto believes there are many possible paths to a fulfilling mathemat-
ics career; nevertheless, all paths have detours and setbacks. She reminds 
students, “What matters during your journey is the next step in front of 
you; just like with a math problem, try another approach if the first at-
tempt does not work.” 

 


