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“Hispanic Heritage Month
represents a time to
celebrate the contributions
and accomplishments of
Hispanics and Latinos in the
US. It lets me reflect on how
much progress we have made
as a group within the US,
brings us together for mutual
support and spurs us to work
hard towards continued
success.”

Emilia Huerta-Sanchez is an Assistant Professor in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the Center for Computational and Molecular Biology at
Brown University. Prior to Brown, Dr. Huerta-Sanchez was based at UC
Merced in the Department of Molecular and Cell Biology. Dr. HuertaSanchez obtained her Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics at Cornell University
and her postdoctoral training at UC Berkeley in Statistics and Integrative
Biology. She was born in Mexico and moved to the US when she was
eleven years old. She always enjoyed her math courses in school, so she
majored in mathematics at Mills College in Oakland, CA. As an undergraduate, Dr. Huerta-Sanchez attended two summer research programs (SIMU
and MTBI) where she met several mentors who encouraged her to pursue
a Ph.D. in mathematical research.
Her research is at the interface of Applied Mathematics, Statistics, and
Evolutionary Biology. Her current research interests involve developing
methods to characterize how natural selection and past demographic
events have shaped patterns of genetic variation in human populations.
In particular, she is interested in modeling interbreeding from Neanderthals into modern humans to detect the effects and consequences of Neanderthal mutations. Understanding the sources and patterns of DNA mutations within humans elucidates our shared history and is vital to understand genetic disease risk.

Lathisms was founded in 2016 in order to showcase the contributions of Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians during Hispanic Heritage
Month, which is celebrated in the United States from September 15 and October 15 every year. During this time, we feature/reveal a
prominent Latinx/Hispanic mathematician daily. See all the featured mathematical scientists at LATHISMS.ORG.
Thanks to the American Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Association of America for support of Lathisms.

