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Social Unrest and Political Divisiveness  

The most serious issues in America today are social unrest and political divisiveness because 
they threaten our democracy and free market economy. People have different beliefs on issues 
therefore there will always be some political divisiveness. It is only when there is significant 
social unrest that they combined become serious issues.  The middle class has seen their 
participation in the economic growth of America decline over the past 40 years. During that 
period political leaders have promised they would make things better, but never do.  

A very frustrated middle class is turning to far right, authoritarian leaders to overcome what has 
become a futile and worsening situation for them. The only way for our country to avoid moving 
away from a democracy and free market economy is to improve the economic conditions of the 
middle class. The only way to improve the economic conditions of the middle class is improve 
the balance of power and influence between the middle class and upper class. 

Middle Class Being Left Behind 

Over the past forty years the percent of US income received by 90% of taxpayers has declined 
from 68% to 53%.  That 15% shift represents approximately $1.8 trillion per year.  If that hadn't 
happened, 90% of taxpayers in the US would have 28% higher incomes today.  See 
www.informedcitizens.com/background for links to supporting data. 

Because 90% of the people drive consumer demand and consumer demand drives economic 
activity, this shift in income has limited consumer demand and therefore the economic growth 
of the country.  Excess income to the top 10% has resulted in significant, not economically 
supported, stock market and other high end asset price inflation.   

During those forty years the purpose of a corporation has been defined as being to maximize 
shareholder value.  Shareholders are primarily in the top 10% of the people in our country.  The 
theory was that if the shareholders did well, the benefits would “trickle down” to the remaining 
90% of the population.  Although the 90% aren’t doing terribly, they aren’t doing as well as the 
top 10%, which results in a belief they aren’t being treated fairly.   

There is currently a movement underway to redefine the purpose of a corporation to be for the 
benefit of all stakeholders (employees, customers, communities, and vendors, as well as 
shareholders). For stakeholder capitalism to be effective, corporations need to be transparent 
about their goals, actions to implement those goals and compensation structures in support of 
those goals. 

Lack of Trust in the Establishment 

Over the past forty years the percent of people who trust the Federal government has declined 
from 70% to 20%.  Voters don’t believe their vote matters. Voter turnout in the US is 55%, 
versus an average of 70% in other developed countries.  
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Elected leaders during that period modified election and legislative process rules and 
procedures to advance their own self-interests, primarily getting re-elected, rather than working 
for the public interest.   

Most voters evaluate candidates for elected office based on the issues and their beliefs on those 
issues.  The result is elected leaders who must stand up for those issues and not solutions that 
balance the beliefs of others on those issues.  Since each major issue is represented by a 
spectrum of beliefs the only possible outcome is gridlock. The number of meaningful laws 
passed in Congress has declined by 50% over the past forty years.    

Over the past forty years the percent of people who trust the mass media (TV, newspapers, 
cable news/talk shows, social media, etc.) has declined from 70% to 40%. Mass media 
organizations are businesses whose primary goal is creating value for their shareholders. The 
mass media accomplishes that by increasing readers/viewers which results in providing 
articles/shows that are more interesting or entertaining than accurate or informative.  

Informed Citizens Commission 

Accurately informed voters are essential to a successful democracy.  It is not possible for each 
citizen to become sufficiently informed on all issues to make all decisions.  We elect leaders to 
do that for us.  We need to be sufficiently informed to elect high quality leaders and to provide 
elected leaders with guidance on addressing key issues. 

Voters have the need and right to all meaningful information about candidates for elected 
office, including the economic and social long-term goals they would pursue if elected and a 
measurement and reporting of the progress made toward accomplishing those goals. 

Our political, economic, and social environments are intertwined.  Fair and informed elections 
are fundamental to a successful democracy, maximum economic prosperity, and a respectful 
society.  Voting decides who will make decisions that will impact the economic and social 
environments for our children and grandchildren.  The best elected leaders will consider the 
short-term and long-term interests (economic, social, ideological, religious, legal, etc.) of all 
people and find solutions that balance those interests for the good of all.   

America was formed on the belief that free and fair, but regulated, markets (political and 
economic) will result in the best solutions for the challenges and opportunities of society. Free 
and fair markets require a balance of power and control.  Information is the foundation of 
power and control. A transparent sharing of information is required for free and fair markets. 
Only government regulations can ensure a transparent sharing of information. 

Only the government can ensure that honest information sharing takes place in both economic 
and political markets.  An Informed Citizens Commission would be essential to making that 
happen.   

See www.informedcitizens.com for more information on the Informed Citizens Commission. 
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