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Note: Voting-age population (VAP) turnout is derived from estimates of each country's VAP by the International Institute for

Democracy and Electoral Assistance. Registered-voter (RV) turnout is derived from each country's reported registration data.

Because of methodological differences, in some countries estimated VAP is lower than reported RV. Turnout rates are listed

for the most recent national election in each country, except in cases where that election was for a largely ceremonial position

or for European Parliament members (turnout is often substantially lower in such elections). Current voting-age population

estimates for Iceland and Japan are unavailable. 

* National law makes voting compulsory. In addition, one Swiss canton has compulsory voting. 

Source: Pew Research Center calculations based on data from International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance,

European Election Database, United States Election Project, Office of the Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives and

various national election authorities.
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The highest turnout rates among OECD nations were in Turkey (89% of voting-age
population), Sweden (82.1%), Australia (80.8%), Belgium (77.9%) and South Korea

(77.9%). Switzerland consistently has the lowest turnout in the OECD: In 2019 federal
elections, barely 36% of the Swiss voting-age population voted.

One factor behind the consistently high turnout rates in Australia and Belgium may be

that they are among the 21 nations around the world, including six in the OECD, with
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