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FACT SHEET 
The research around Covid-19 was carried out with the aim of exploring levels 
and perceptions of vaccine access and acceptance in Lebanon. Between 14 
April and 2 May 2021, 609 surveys were conducted across five Lebanese 
communities – Beirut, Halba, Tripoli, Zahle and Baalbeck, with representation 
among three age groups1, male and female respondents, and those with 
Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian nationalities.  
 

KEY FINDINGS 
 
Trust in information on Covid-19 and the vaccine is low in general, 
but lower for that provided by the government than healthcare 
professionals. 
 
Non-Lebanese2 have greater confidence 
in both government and healthcare given 
information than Lebanese respondents. 
Adults are slightly more likely than youth or 
older persons to trust the information of the 
government “a lot,” and also more likely to 
trust that of healthcare providers “a lot”, 
compared to youth or older persons. 
 
The most certain confidence in 
government information can be seen in 
Zahle; however, Halba and  

 
1 Youth (aged 18-25), adults (aged 26-59) and older persons (aged 60+). 

Tripoli have the highest overall positive percentages, albeit with greater 
uncertainty. The lowest overall confidence can be seen in Baalbeck and 
Beirut. For information provided by healthcare professionals, trust is 
highest in Beirut and Zahle and lowest in Tripoli. 
 

 
 
Around half of all respondents believe the vaccine is safe. 
 
Male respondents are more likely than 
female respondents to trust the safety 
of the vaccine, with relatively even 
results across age group and nationality. 
The least confidence in the vaccine can 
be seen in Halba and Baalbeck, and the 
most in Zahle and Beirut.  
 
Concerns are largely centred around 
side effects (cited by 61.0% of those 
who believe the vaccine is not safe), an issue more prominent for female 
respondents and older respondents, as well as in Zahle and Beirut. 

 
Around half of all respondents 
have viewed online anti-vaccination 
claims, an experience more 
prevalent among youth and adults 
than among older persons. 
 

Of those who have viewed them, the largest group believes in their accuracy 
somewhat (33.9%), although few respondents find such anti-vaccine claims 
fully credible (12.8%).  
 

2 Includes Syrian and Palestinian respondents. 
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Lower levels of confidence in this type of information can be seen among male 
respondents, youth, and in communities such as Halba. In Beirut and Zahle, 
although strong belief is infrequent, there is more uncertainty around the 
accuracy of such claims. 
 
Respondents show high levels of certainty as to whether they would 
take the vaccine if offered 
 

 
 
Older persons are more likely to be definitely willing to take the vaccine 
than adults, and particularly youth. 

 
The majority of those willing to take the vaccine are concerned for their own 
health and safety, with only around a quarter wanting to take the vaccine to 
avoid putting their friends and family at risk – the percentage of the latter 
explanation is higher among youth. 
 

Respondents are equally divided 
over the belief that vaccination is a 
personal choice (49.1%) or else a 
social responsibility (50.9%). Female 
respondents are more likely to 
believe the former, whereas male 
respondents are notably more likely 
to feel vaccination is a social 
responsibility. 
 

Around half (51.6%) of all respondents believe there is fair and 
non-discriminatory access to the vaccine in Lebanon. 
 
Older persons are more likely to view access as fair, as are non-Lebanese. 
Respondents in Baalbeck are the most likely to view access as fair, and those 
in Tripoli and Zahle much less likely. 
 

 
 
Respondents are concerned by perceptions of religious, political and 
regional discrimination and inequality of distribution. Three quarters 
(74.9%) of all respondents believe there should be equal access across 
nationality or status, with non-Lebanese believing this more than Lebanese. 
 
Around two thirds (65.0%) of respondents have heard of the 
vaccination registration platform. 
 
Lebanese are more aware of the platform than non-Lebanese respondents, 
as are adults, youth, and those living in Zahle and Beirut. 
 
The largest group of respondents (47.7%) found out about the platform 
through television, although there are varying levels of other platform usage 
such as social media (more among non-Lebanese, youth), SMS (more among 
Lebanese, and in Tripoli and Zahle) and through friends and family (more 
among female respondents, youth, Lebanese and in Baalbeck and Halba).  

 
Just over a third (35.6%) of those who 
have heard of the platform have 
registered to be vaccinated, with 
lower percentages among non-

Lebanese, youth and adults. Willingness to be vaccinated is particularly low 
in Tripoli, Baalbeck and Halba. Those who have not registered offer reasons 
such as being too young, too busy or still deciding, or else around fears or 
distrust of the vaccine and side effects.  


