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We are so fortunate to be able to provide this learning opportunity to the 
educators of Washington state. The Summit Planning Committee would like to 
express our sincere gratitude to all of our fantastic speakers for joining us 
and contributing to our continued learning regarding the literacy education of 
all students, including those with dyslexia. We would like to express our 

gratitude to our sponsors for their generous contributions that allowed us to bring in our 
wonderful speakers and to Janet and the Joyful Literacy team for all of their tireless and 
dedicated work behind the scenes. We appreciate the Washington Branch of the International 
Dyslexia Association, the Association of Educational Service Districts, our many partners 
within the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Chris Reykdal for his 
recognition of the need to bring the science of reading to Washington’s educators. 

Our Appreciation

We’d like to give special acknowledgment to Chris Reykdal, Washington State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. As someone who believes his path in life 
is largely owed to the public education he received, Superintendent Chris 
Reykdal has dedicated his career to ensuring all of Washington’s learners 
have equitable opportunities for a high-quality public education. 

Alicia Roberts Frank, Ed.D.
CRESD 113

Annie Pennell, M.Ed
OSPI, LAP    

Heidi Aijala, Ph.D.
OSPI, Secondary  

Shelly Milne, NBCT
OSPI, Elementary

ON BEHALF OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Watch your email inbox. We will send you the Summit Zoom link on May 9, 2022.



Breakout Rooms12:45 – 2:00

Dr. Staci Bain

Securing the Core with Reading Science Instructional Practices
Have you taken professional learning or read books and journal articles on the 
Science of Reading? Are you wondering how to translate all of it into daily classroom 
and intervention instruction? The session, "Securing the Core with Reading Science 
Instructional Practices" will provide participants with doable teaching practices to 
move scholars' literacy proficiency forward. If you work with elementary-aged 
scholars and desire clarity on how to teach with aligned Science of Reading methods, 
this session is for you. 

1

Day 1 Thursday, May 12

Waiting Room Open: M.C. Christian MacInnis and Janet Mort PhD, Joyful Literacy8:15 – 8:45

Nutrition Break10:30 – 10:45

Lunch12:00 – 12:45

Alicia Roberts Frank Ed. D. CRESD113 Introduces Chris Reykdal, Superintendent OSPI8:45 – 9:00

Keynote Speaker   LeDerick Horne9:00 – 10:30

Poet, Speaker and Advocate! Bridge Builder for Learners and Leaders
Diagnosed with a learning disability in the third grade, LeDerick Horne defies any and all 
labels. He’s a dynamic spoken-word poet. A tireless advocate for all people with 
disabilities. An inspiring motivational speaker. A bridge-builder between learners and 
leaders across the U.S. and around the word. An African-American husband and father who 
serves as a role model for all races, genders, and generations. The grandson of one of New 
Jersey’s most prominent civil rights leaders, LeDerick uses his gift for spoken-word poetry 
as the gateway to larger discussions on equal opportunity, pride, self-determination and 
hope for people with disabilities. His workshops, keynote speeches, and performances 
reach thousands of students, teachers, legislators, policy makers, business leaders, and 
service providers each year. He regularly addresses an array of academic, government, 
social, and business groups, including appearances at the White House, the United 
Nations, Harvard University, Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week, the National Association of 
State Directors of Special Education, the Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Nevada, and Alabama 
State Departments of Education. His work addresses the challenges of all disabilities, 
uniting the efforts of diverse groups in order to achieve substantive, systemic change.

Keynote Speaker   Dr. Maryanne Wolf10:45 – 12:00

How the Reading Brain Infuses Science, Poetry, and Joy into the Teaching of All our Children
This presentation will integrate research from cognitive neuroscience, psycholinguistics, 
and education to describe the development of the deep reading brain. This information will 
serve as the foundation for a better understanding of what is necessary for intervention 
and instruction in dyslexia, which, in turn, will be helpful in teaching all our children. 
Emphases will be placed on why early assessment is the key to early, targeted intervention.  
Finally, the goal of deep reading---with its incorporation of background knowledge, 
empathy, and critical analysis processes--- will be elaborated and discussed within the 
context of the digital world's advantages and threats.



Dr. Jeannette Mancilla-Martinez

Language is the Foundation for Reading Achievement: Considerations for 
Multilingual Learners
Recognition that reading comprehension (RC) builds on language knowledge—initially 
spoken language—is a useful framing for educators charged with supporting 
multilingual learners’ (MLs) reading development. MLs have long been depicted as 
“at-risk” for compromised RC because of their language background. Yet, there are 
more commonalities than differences in the reading process for English monolinguals 
and MLs. But, by definition, MLs are not English monolinguals. Thus, equitably 
supporting MLs’ language comprehension development in the service of RC requires 
more than an understanding of English-only language development. I will highlight 
findings from my research, with language comprehension as the unifying thread 
across all efforts to advance MLs’ RC.
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Dr. Jan Wasowicz

The Language Literacy Network: Say Hello to the Reading Rope’s Better Half
The Scarborough Reading Rope and the Simple View of Reading are useful models 
that constructively guide practice, but they present only one half of the story: reading. 
Literacy is not just reading, but also writing.  The Language Literacy Network provides 
education professionals with a more complete and more current view of literacy: 
skilled writing is an integrated multi-component process, it shares a reciprocal 
relationship with reading, and both reading and writing share common underlying 
language processes. The unique advantages provided by speech-to-print literacy 
instruction are highlighted in The Language Literacy Network. You’ll gain new insights 
into why both reading and spelling of words must be taught, and you’ll take away 
various high-leverage instructional moves that you can immediately put into practice. 
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Keynote Speaker   Dr. Julie Washington2:00 – 3:30

At the Intersection of Poverty, Literacy and Dialectal Variation: Impact of Language 
Variation on Reading Development
Language and reading assessment results are predicated upon our knowledge of child and 
adolescent development. Our determination of whether or not a child is performing within 
or outside developmental expectations is based upon a large evidence base focused on 
acquisition and development of both language and reading skills. But, how much do we 
know about the impact of child- level differences on these expectations? Teaching reading 
to children who speak language varieties that differ in important ways from the structure of 
print adds an additional layer of complexity to learning to read and to reading instruction. 
These differences have been found to impact many language-based academic areas 
including reading, writing, spelling, and mathematics. For these children, whose home and 
community language differ from print, research has demonstrated that these variations 
must be considered when teaching reading and writing and when identifying reading 
disabilities.  This presentation will focus on our current understanding of the potential 
impact of linguistic differences on language, reading, and assessment outcomes of African 
American children growing up in poverty.

Closing Comments3:30 – 3:45



Dr. Tim Rasinski

Foundational Fluency in K to 3 Classrooms
Dr. Tim Rasinski is a professor of literacy education at Kent State University. Tim has 
an important contribution to make to us today. He has developed a five-day fluency 
program for primary students that has a dramatic and positive effect on struggling 
readers  bringing joy motivation and self confidences. His scholarly interests include 
reading fluency and word study, readers who struggle, and parental involvement. His 
research on reading has been cited by the National Reading Panel and has been 
published in journals such as Reading Research Quarterly, The Reading Teacher, 
Reading Psychology, The Handbook of Reading Research, and the Journal of 
Educational Research. Tim served on the Board of Directors of the International 
Reading Association. He has also served as co-editor of The Reading Teacher and the 
Journal of Literacy Research. In 2010 Tim was elected to the International Reading 
Hall of Fame. Prior to coming to Kent State Tim taught literacy education at the 
University of Georgia. He taught for several years as a classroom and Title I reading 
interventionist in Omaha, Nebraska.
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Breakout Rooms10:45 – 12:00

Dr. Anne Cunningham

The Pivotal Importance of Phonemic Awareness Integrated with Phonics
Dr. Anne Cunningham (Researcher and Author) has a PhD in Developmental 
Psychology and is known for her research on literacy, child development and special 
education (conducted at the University of Berkeley, CA). She examines the cognitive 
and motivational processes underlying reading ability and the interplay of context, 
development, and literacy instruction. Dr. Cunningham has been awarded several 
prestigious research fellowships. She currently serves as principal investigator of 
Teacher Quality: The Role of Teacher Study Groups as a Model of Professional 
Development in Early Literacy. She is a member of multiple journal editorial boards. 
She has served on several expert panels for literacy initiatives, which included the 
National Early Literacy Panel (NELP). Anne elegantly balances public school reading 
experience with rigorous scientific research work and university level teacher training.
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Day 2 Friday, May 13

Waiting Room Open8:15 – 8:45

Nutrition Break10:30 – 10:45

Introductions and Acknowledgments8:45 – 9:00

Keynote Speaker   Dr. Hugh Catts9:00 – 10:30

Dyslexia: Its nature, cause, and prevention
This presentation begins with a discussion of traditional definitions of dyslexia and recent 
thoughts concerning the best way to define and operationalize dyslexia in an educational 
setting. The dimensional nature of reading and its implication for the prevalence of 
dyslexia is considered. Next, a multi-factorial causal model is presented that highlights the 
risk and resilience factors associated with dyslexia. This will be followed by a discussion 
of the negative impact of dyslexia on academic achievement, psychosocial development, 
and quality of life. Finally, a prevention model will be presented which has the potential to 
significantly reduce the negative consequences of dyslexia. 



Dr. Nadine Gaab

Typical and Atypical Reading Development: Neurobiology, Early Identification, and 
Screening Strategies
Learning trajectories are shaped by the dynamic interplay between nature and nurture, 
which starts in utero and continues throughout the lifespan. Learning differences are 
often not identified until childhood or adolescence, but diverging trajectories of brain 
development may be present as early as prenatally. Furthermore, children’s 
experiences and their interactions with the environment surrounding them have 
long-lasting influences on the brain development and future outcomes. This talk will 
focus on learning differences in reading acquisition and will address early 
identification and screening for literacy milestones and reading disabilities, including 
developmental dyslexia in early grades (Pre-K to Grade 1). It will provide the WHY 
behind the screening movement with a strong focus on the neurobiology of reading 
development and reading disabilities. It will introduce the 'Dyslexia Paradox' and will 
further outline the important constructs to screen for with a developmental lens and 
discuss practical steps for implementing a screening protocol in various educational 
settings. The session will conclude with an overview of different screening 
instruments and criteria for picking the best screener. Finally, the implications of 
these findings for contemporary challenges in educational and clinical practice, as 
well as policy, are discussed.
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Effie Triol & Solina Journey from ESD 112

Tier One - Meeting Student Needs Through Systems of Shared Leadership and 
Data-Based Decision Making 
We can’t intervene our way out of Tier I….. All students should have access to strong 
core instruction. How can the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) framework 
support all learners and increase student outcomes? It begins with Team-Driven 
Shared Leadership and Data-Based Decision Making. This professional development 
session will focus on strengthening Tier I and exploring a continuum of supports.
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Breakout Rooms12:45 – 2:00

Laura Rogan & Jennie Bloch Garcia

Aligning Word Analysis Across Tiers and Years
You appreciate the need to teach word analysis based on the Science of Reading, and  
you’re ready to apply your knowledge to your classroom in a way that maximizes 
instructional time, joy, and community for all learners. The presenters will share the 
story of Word-Wires, the classroom adaptation of the IMSLEC accredited program 
Wired for Reading, as an example of the power of aligning instruction across tiers and 
grade levels.  Participants will leave with practical strategies including routines and 
structures for supporting a collaborative approach across service providers. 
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Lunch12:00 – 12:45



Dr. Amanda VanDerHeyden

The Science Of Math: MTSS for students with dyslexia
Educators operate at the intersection of evidence-based principles and front-line 
realities in schools. Thus, we can be key actors in reducing tension when philosophies 
are pitted against evidence and assist schools to adopt and deliver more effective 
instruction at scale. Science of Reading (SoR), Science of Math (SoM), MTSS, and 
equitable practices are mutually supportive: each attempts to institutionalize the 
premise that (a) learning is a predictable outcome of highly effective instruction and 
(b) implementing highly effective instruction in all classrooms is possible with the 
right resource allocations and commitment to science over philosophy. Attendees will 
take away tactics to try right away in their own settings and web-based resources to 
start their own work to adopt science-based math instruction for students with 
dyslexia.    
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Keynote Speaker   Dr. David Kilpatrick2:00 – 3:30

Addressing Word-Level Reading Problems: Orthographic Mapping and the Role of 
Grapho-Phonemic Proficiency
The presentation will focus on how children learn to read words and why some children 
struggle. Understanding the nature of word-level reading development and word-level 
reading problems will guide [assessment], instruction, and intervention. Studies consistently 
show that the most commonly used intervention approaches provide limited benefits for 
at-risk and struggling readers. However, other studies have shown that some approaches 
can yield very large reading gains for such students. Once we understand how reading 
works and why some students struggle, the reasons for this pattern of intervention findings 
become clear. The focus is on establishing best instructional and intervention practices.

Closing Comments: Alicia Roberts Frank Ed. D. CRESD1133:30 – 3:45

T H A N K  YO U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S


