
Culture Project 
Due:  

 
 
*Learning Intention: “I can teach (teacher’s name) about my culture.” 
 
Step 1: Read this with an adult:  
Your culture has to do with the way you speak, dress, celebrate, play, and live. 
Your culture is what makes you special and different. Your culture is also your 
family’s values, beliefs and traditions. Sometimes these are passed down from 
generation to generation. 
 
 
Step 2: Watch this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwSYrsjTiW4 
 
 
Step 3: Brainstorm with family members: What makes up your culture? 
Language, Celebrations, Foods, Hobbies/Activities, Art, Clothing, Music, Ancestors (where are 
your grandparents and great grandparents from?). 
 
Step 4: Teach me about your culture! You can present your information in any 
way that you want, here are some ideas: poster, comic, book, diorama, display, 
plasticine or clay, painting, pictures, artifacts, poster, power point…the sky is the 
limit!!! You can look at my example for ideas and to learn about my cultureJ 

 
Be creative and most importantly have fun with this project! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Step 5: Practice your presentation. Tips: dress professional, look at the audience, 
smile, talk clear and loud enough and ask for questions and comments at the end. 
 
Step 6: Present to (your name) As soon as you are done your project, call the 
school at (phone number) or email me at (your email) I want you to take 
responsibility for setting up a meeting with me because it’s a valuable life skill to 
learn. You and I will set up plan for how you are going to present your project to 
me. We can *Face Time, use *Microsoft Teams or you can send me a  
picture and you can tell me about it over the phone. 
*Adjust the platform to suit your needs. 
 

Thank you and please contact me if you have any questions. I am very 
excited to see your presentations and learn about your culture! 

 
Sincerely, 
 



Family Learning Activities 
 
1) Title: Rasinski Fluency/Comprehension Intervention 
Purpose: To improve reading fluency and comprehension. 
Teacher Preparation: Demonstrate the intervention to parents first. Photocopy or email a copy 
to parents. See attachment of the first 2 lessons. I would also recommend sending home Janet’s 
info on Echo Reading. 
Resources Parents Need: A copy of the lesson. 
Instructions to parents: Monday: Please note: the lessons are laid out with specific instructions 
and are easy to follow, especially once you model it. 
Resource: Increasing Fluency with High Frequency Word Phrases by Edward Fry and Timothy 
Rasinski 
Amazon.ca  

 
 
2) Title: Weekly Poems 
Purpose: To improve reading fluency and comprehension. 
Teacher Preparation: Find a fun, silly and engaging poem. Photocopy or email a copy to 
parents. 
Resources Parents Need: A copy of the poem and weekly activities if you wish to add this. 
Instructions to parents: Monday: read the poem to your child. Then, echo read 1 line at a time. 
Tuesday: Echo read 1 line at a time then have your child read the poem to you or with you. 
Start thinking about fun actions and props for the presentation on Friday. Wednesday: Same as 
Tuesday but add in actions and props (if you like) and talk about the poem: “What does this 
remind you of?” “What is the silliest part and why?” Thursday: Dress rehearsal! Have your child 
practice reading the poem 2-3 times with actions and props. Friday: Presentation! Present to a 
family member, pet, neighbour, take a video and send to your teacher…the sky is the limit! 
Resource: Our favourite resource for grade 2/3 is “The Poet and The Professor,” by Brad Bagert 
and Timothy Rasinski level 4. Of course, there are tons of fun options out there, have fun 
finding poems and remember to share with colleagues. 
Amazon.ca 

 
 
 
 



3) Title: Word Study 
Purpose: Understanding how patterns work in words helps students to become proficient 
readers and writers. 
Teacher Preparation: Choose a list of words that have common patterns. Share the list of 
words with your students in the format of your choice. 
Resources Parents Need: A list of the words, dry erase marker. 
Instructions to parents: See attached letter. 
Resource: The Next Step Forward In Word Study and Phonics by Jan Richardson. Word Sorts 
and More by Kathy Ganske or you can make your own list. 
Amazon.ca or Thriftbooks.com 

 
 
4) Title: Word Family Bingo Ladders by Violet Findley 
Purpose: Understanding how patterns work in words helps students to become proficient 
readers and writers. 
Teacher Preparation: Create a bingo ladder and caller card using word families of your choice. 
Resources Parents Need: Bingo ladder, caller card, bingo chips. 
Instructions to parents: Read the words on the ladder with your child. Hand out bingo chips. 
Call out 1 word at a time by showing the word to your child, have them read the word then 
place a chip on their ladder if the word matches their word. Your child will shout “Bingo,” when 
their ladder is fun. PS- happy dances are encouraged when someone gets a bingoJ 
Resource: Word Family Bingo Ladders by Violet Findley. *See blank master so you can create 
your own. 
Scholastic.ca 

 
5) Title: #1 Fluency & Comprehension Intervention 
Purpose: To practice gratitude together, as a family. 
Teacher Preparation: Send home a copy of the weekly gratitude sheet or create your own. 
Resources Parents Need: Weekly gratitude sheet and writing tools (optional). 
Instructions to parents: Each day, you and your child will talk about what you are both feeling 
grateful for then write it down in the weekday apple. You could even get the whole family 
involved! On Friday, take a moment to read over each day and end the activity with a hug. 
Resource: See attachment 
       Dianne Bassendowski (Joyful Literacy) 
 



 























Learning Activities 
 
1) Title: Culture Project 

 
Purpose: Students will integrate literacy and socials while learning about one’s own culture. 
Teachers will strengthen relationships with kids by learning about their student’s culture! 
Teacher Preparation: Prepare an exemplar to explain the project to students at school and 
prepare a video to outline the project to families at home. 
Resources Parents Need: Copy of the assignment and video (the exemplar can be photocopied 
and sent home in paper format as well). 
Instructions to Parents: See attachment. 
Resource:  
You will tailor this assignment to your own liking.  
Read Aloud Suggestion: "The Name Jar" by Yangsook Choi. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64J68v2L4Ow 

 

2) Title: Avatar Flat Stanley 

 



Purpose: To improve writing skills and strengthen relationships with kids by learning about 
what they like to do at home. 
Teacher Preparation: Download resource ($2.75 USD) and prepare activities you wish to use. 
You may also want to read Flat Stanley to your class first. 
Resources Parents Need: Your avatar and fun writing paper. 
Instructions to Parents: Send a letter home and create a video explaining this assignment to 
families. Tip: remember to explain the why. 
Resource: Teachers Pay Teachers: Avatar Flat Stanley, Megan Fadal. 
Read Aloud Suggestion: “Flat Stanley” by Jeff Brown. You can also set up a centre with the I can 
Read Flat Stanley books for kids to read independently. 

 
 
      
3) Title: STEM Challenge: “Build a Boat.” 

 
Purpose: Students will integrate subjects to build their inquiry skills. Teachers will strengthen 
partnerships with parents by taking pictures and/or videos of students’ boats and share with 
parents. If the project is completed at home, request pictures and/or videos and celebrate! 
Teacher Preparation: I would suggest teaching kids what STEM stands for and its purpose (the 
WHY). I would also send a letter home first explaining what STEM is.  
Resources Parents Need: A letter from you explaining what STEM is and a copy of the project. 
Instructions to Parents: See attached letter. 
Resource: See attachment. 
Read Aloud Suggestion: “Brilliant Boats” by Tony Mitton and Ann Parker. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KK7Au1u-_xg 

 



 
 
4) Title: Reading Goals 
My Reading Goal 

 
Here is where I am at:     
This is where I am going: 

 
This is how I will get there: 
 
Purpose: John Hattie’s research tells us that setting learning goals has an effect size of 0.68. 
This also strengthens relationships with students because it communicates you will teach 
them what they need. 
Teacher Preparation: Pay close attention to your student’s reading needs and create a learning 
goal with them. Monitor the progress and provide regular feedback to students. Celebrate 
when students reach their goals.  
Resources Parents Need: A copy of the goal and opportunities for students to practice this goal 
at home. 
Instructions to Parents: Teachers can send a letter home, phone or create a video. Maybe you 
could even have the student make the video and explain their reading goal to parents! 
Resource: See attachment. 
Read Aloud Suggestion: “Giraffs Can’t Dance” by Giles Andreae. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UNRduYI_04 

 
 
 
5) Title: Readers Theatre 

 
Purpose: To build fluency and confidence! 
Teacher Preparation: Make copies of readers theatre scripts of your choice. Integrate your 
weekly fluency learning targets into this. For example: “I can use expression while reading.” 
Resources Parents Need: A copy of the script and a parent letter home explaining the WHY. 
Instructions to parents: You can modify the letter to send home. 
Resource: My favourite reader theatre resource is Fabulous Funny Fairy Tale Plays by 
Scholastic.  



Read aloud suggestion: I would recommend reading the original fairy tale first so students can 
build their understanding of the fairy tale play and compare the two. 

 
        
 

Dianne Bassendowski (Joyful Literacy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My	Reading	Goal	

	

Here	is	where	I	am	at:	 	 	 	 This	is	where	I	am		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 going:	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

This	is	how	I	will	get	there:	



STEM Challenge 
Build a boat 
 
Student: Find one of your favourite action figures, dolls or stuffed animals, you are going to 
need their help for this activity! You are going to build a boat to using items from around your 
home. This boat is going to carry your favourite toy to safety from the freezing cold waters of 
your home tap or hose. Here is what you need to do; 
 

1) Gather your equipment and record what you have in the table below 
2) While you are building, record the steps you take to make your boat in the table below 
3) Once you have built a boat you hope will float, fill the sink, bathtub or a bin with water 

in your yard.  
4) Gently place your boat in the water and see if it floats, if it does try adding your toy to 

the boat and see if it still floats. 
5) Record your observations in the table below.  
6) If your boat does not float right away, that’s OK! Try making some modifications and try 

again. Make sure to record and changes you make to your boat in the table.  
7) Take a photo and send it to (teacher name). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Step     What you did 

 
 

1 

 

 
 

2 

 

Equipment: 
 



 
 

3 

 

 
 

4 

 

 
 

5 

 

 
 

6 

 

 
 

7 

 

 
Observations 

Attempt Did it float? If not, what do you think caused it to sink 
 

1 
  

 
2 

  

 
3 

  

 



 
Modifications (what changes did you make?) 

 

 

 

 
Conclusion 
 
What piece of building equipment do you think was the most important part of your boat and 
why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you were building your boat, what were some of your design goals? Were your trying to 
make it bigger? Smaller? Lighter? More water proof? 

 

 



 

 
 
Dear Parents, 
We are going to begin a series of STEM projects over the next 2 weeks. STEM stands for: 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Math. It teaches students computational thinking and 
focuses on the real world applications of problem solving. We are looking for the following 
items for our projects and wondering if you would be willing to look around your house and 
donate any of the items listed below: 
straws 
popsicle sticks 
q-tips 
index cards 
toothpicks 
masking tape 
tin foil 
saran wrap 
dixie cups 
toilet paper rolls 
rubber bands 
mini marshmallows 
pompoms 
plastic spoons 
clothes pins 
bottle caps 
 
Anything you can send for our class will be much appreciated!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 













Dear Parents, 
 
Word Journeys is an individualized word study to help your child understand how words work. I 
conducted an assessment to see exactly where your child is at and assigned word patterns at 
your child’s instructional level. Your child will receive a lesson on the weekly pattern on 
Monday and will complete several activities with these words every day. How can you 
support at home?  
 
Please have your child do the following: 
*Please note that 10 minutes a day is sufficient to spend on this. 
 
Monday: read the words out loud together. Help your child as much as they need it. It’s ok if 
they cannot read the words independently on Monday.  Explain the patterns to you (this the 
most important piece, the goal is for your child to see and understand the patterns so they 
understand how words work). Sort the words while saying the words (it is very important they 
say the words out loud). 
 
Tuesday: Same as Monday but much faster. 
 
Wednesday: pick 10 words and write them (writing the words is also very important, this helps 
the brain to remember the pattern). The kids love window writing!! Using a dry erase marker, 
kids can write the words on windows. If you need a dry erase marker, email myself, Mrs. 
Walker and we will have one for you on your next Monday pick up. 
 
Thursday: Word Sort, same as Monday but super fast. We call this a “Speed Sort.” Then, play 
the Match Game together. We’ve played this in class, have your child teach you. 
 
Friday: Word Journey Test: warm up with a sort. Then, give your child a spelling test using 10 
words. Please say the word out loud, have your child say the word then write it down. Please 
do not help them so I can get a true measure of their understanding. Lastly, have your child 
mark their test. If they made an error, they will write the correct spelling beside the word. You 
will be returning this test to me on Monday. 
 

Thank you and remember to HAVE FUN!!! 
Sincerely, 
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