
Learning Activities during Covid Crisis 
 

Title of activity Purpose Teacher prep Resources 
required 

Parent instructions 

Chop it and Mix 
it! 
 

Build smaller 
known words 
(sight words, 
word families, 
CVC) from the 
letters in larger 
words. 

Send instructions 
to families. 
 
OR  
 
Write letters from 
a large word in a 
line, cut each out 
in a square about 
the size of a 
toonie. Send to 
families with 
instructions. 

Paper, 
pencil/marker, 
and scissors. 

Write, or have your child 
write, the letters of a long 
word (like tyrannosaurus) 
on a paper. Cut them up 
into individual squares. 
Use these letter squares 
to make new smaller 
words. If using 
tyrannosaurus, you might 
make the words “so”, “no”, 
“run”.  

Sight Word 
Detective 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use knowledge 
of beginning 
sounds to 
uncover sight 
words. 

Here are two links 
to free resources. 
You can find more 
online or draw 
your own. 
 
https://www.teache
rspayteachers.com/
Product/Crack-the-
Code-Sight-Word-
Practice-Sheet-
1697540 
 
https://www.english
safari.in/sight-
words-game/ 
 
Use online with 
students or send 
in packages. 

Sight word 
codes with 
pictures – 
printed by 
teacher or sent 
online. 

One group of picture 
clues represents one sight 
word. Each individual 
picture represents a letter 
in the sight word. To 
figure out the letter, use 
the beginning sound of 
the picture. For example, 
if the pictures were “tree, 
house, elephant”, the 
sight word would be 
“the”. Try out all of the 
secret codes! Make it 
extra fun with a 
magnifying glass! 

 
Beginning 
sound hunt 
 
 

 
Connecting 
objects with their 
beginning 
sounds. 
 
 

 
Send instructions 
to families. 

 
Items around 
the home.  
 
 
 
 

 
Have your child think of 
what letter their name 
begins with. Talk about 
that letter. What sound 
does it make? 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice with 
names. 

The child could 
take a photo or 
draw a picture 
of items (so 
camera or 
pencil/paper/ 
colouring 
supplies). 

Have them look for items 
in and around the home 
that begin with the same 
letter. Example: Haylee -
hairbrush, headband, 
Hanna, house.  
 
As a bonus, take a picture 
or have them draw the 
items they found. They 
can be practicing their 
letter printing as they 
label their items with their 
special letter. 

Scavenger 
Hunts (Variety) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter and word 
recognition, 
movement. 

Send instructions 
to families. 
 
OR 
 
Send families 
pages with letters 
or sight words 
written and a page 
to document 
findings (I use 
alphabet charts for 
letters). They can 
also just write on 
blank paper. 
 
Link to free 
alphabet chart: 
https://kindercraze.
com/alphabet-
chart-freebie-and-
sale/ 

Paper, pencil, 
scissors, tape. 

Write, or have your child 
write, letters or sight 
words on pieces of paper. 
Place them all over the 
house or in the yard. Give 
your child a list of letters 
or words that they are 
searching for and have 
them say the letter, the 
sound, and a word that 
begins with that letter 
when they find it. Check it 
off or print it on a 
recording sheet.  
 
Make this fun: 
1- Ninja: Place the cards 
low to the ground and 
have kids ninja crawl and 
roll to find them. 
2- Flashlight: Hunt when it 
is a little bit darker and 
use a flashlight or lantern 
to find the letters/words. 
3- Speed round: See how 
fast you can find the 
letters/words. Try to beat 
your time. 
 
 



Balloon Bop! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognition of 
sight words 

Give instructions 
to parents.  
 
 

Balloons or 
water balloons, 
chalk. 
 
 

Go outside and find an 
area where you can write 
with chalk. Write the sight 
words that your child is 
working on right now. 
Blow up some balloons.  
When you yell out a sight 
word, your child has to 
find it and bop the 
balloon on the word. They 
say the word and make a 
sentence with the word.  
 
Add a timer just to make 
things interesting!  
 
 

 

If you are sending physical packages home, have a list of activities for parents on 1-2 pages, similar to 
what is shown above in the parent instruction column. 

 

Chelsea Reist (Joyful) 



  
Dear families, 

In this activity, your child should have a blast practicing letter knowledge, letter 
sounds, or sight words. It can also be adapted to focus on a range of other 
literacy skills. It has been very successful with a small group in a classroom 
setting, but would also be a terrific activity for home. Get the family involved and 
start tossing! 

For this activity you will need: 

-beanbags/small lightweight ball-pit balls, Styrofoam balls, or even crumpled 
paper balls 
-felt, pen, or another writing tool 
-a bucket or large container 
-something to use as barriers (tables, chairs, boxes, etc) 
 
First choose your throwing objects (beanbags, plastic balls, paper, etc). Print 
letters or sight words on the objects (based on the targeted skill). If you do not 
want it to be permanent, use masking tape on the object and print the letter/sight 
word on the tape. Each player has a collection of projectiles and a barrier that 
they hide behind. Between all the barriers is a bucker or large container. 
Someone is in the middle. When the signal is given, players poke their heads up 
when they choose and attempt to throw their projectiles into the bucket. As they 
throw, they must yell out the letter/sight word. They must not be seen by the 
person in the middle, and instead keep ducking their heads behind the barrier 
after throwing. If they get caught, you could have them sit out for 10 seconds, or 
quickly read off a list of letters or sight words they have at their barrier before 
returning to throwing. 
 
For social distancing purposes, you could send players one at a time to retrieve 
their projectiles at the end of the round (projectiles could be colour coded for 
each player.  
 
If practicing letters, round one could be identifying the letter, round two could be 
letter sound, and round three could be a word that begins with the letter. 
 
For added fun, wear ice-cream buckets on your head as helmets. 
 
 

Nathan and Chelsea Reist – Joyful Literacy 



 
Dear families, 

This activity is played similar to musical chairs with a literacy twist. It differs 
in that it is played with hula hoops and nobody is ever out. You can actually 
use more hula hoops than players. It works well for social distancing, 
especially the more hula hoops you use. Enjoy practicing sight words or 
other literacy skills. 

For this activity you will need: 

-hula hoops or other floor markers 
-masking tape or painters tape 
-felt or other writing utensil 
-device to play music 
 
Set up the hula hoops in a large circle on the floor, spaced out apart from 
each other. In each hula hoop place a piece of masking tape or painters 
tape on the floor and print a sight word on each. Players pick a hula hoop 
to start in and when the music starts the move in the same direction from 
hula hoop to hula hoop. Only one player can be in any given hula hoop at a 
time. When the music stops, players have to read out the sight word in their 
hula hoop. 
 
Alternatively, you could have players read out every sight word as they 
move in and out of hula hoops. You could also draw a sight word out of a 
bucket and the player on that sight word could win that round. There are 
many ways you could adapt the activity to make it work for you. 
 
You could also use this activity to teach players to be aware of their 
surroundings when learning to socially distance. You could lay the hula 
hoops on the ground outside and rather than have players move around 
the circle, they could move freely, and then find a hula hoop when the 
music stops. While moving, they must watch a keep their distance from 
others.  
 
 

Nathan and Chelsea Reist – Joyful Literacy 



  CHOPS 
Dear families, 

In this activity, your child will practice rapid automatized naming of a range 
of foundational skills. The great thing about this activity is you can use if for 
practicing letter knowledge, sight words, rhyming, word families, etc. based 
on your child’s needs and teacher recommendations.  

For this activity you will need: 

-paper 
-felt, pen, or any writing tool 
-masking tape  
 
First, print letters, sight words, words within a specific word family, etc in 
the middle of a piece of paper. (based on the targeted skill). Note, only one 
letter, sight word, etc per piece of paper. Tape the papers around the 
house, classroom, or outside in such a way that the corners are taped to 
solid surfaces but the middle of the paper is free floating (nothing behind it). 
For example, you could tape the papers between two tables or two chairs 
that are separated leaving a gap between the two. 
 
Your child will sneak around like a ninja (have fun building up the 
excitement). When they come across a letter or word, they can yell it out as 
loud as they like while swinging their hand down and chopping the paper in 
half. You can have multiple copies of the same letter, sightword, etc for 
repetitive practice. 
 
For added fun, feel free to dress up like a ninja, turn the lights down, play 
ninja-like music, etc. You can also change from a ninja chop to a ninja kick. 
Taping words in the middle of hoola hoops and either kicking them or diving 
through them head first is super fun! 
 
Whacked Out Conspiracy - James Dooley from the Madagascar 
soundtrack is our favourite song to play during this activity. 
 
 

Nathan and Chelsea Reist (Joyful Literacy) 



 
Dear families, 

In this fast-paced and exciting activity, your child will have the opportunity to 
practice their knowledge of the alphabet or their sight words. This activity can be 
done with small groups in the school setting, or be a fun activity to try at home 
with the family. You may wish to frontload if necessary by warning your child that 
their tower will be knocked down at some point. 

For this activity you will need: 

-small wooden blocks, jenga blocks, or any kind of stacking block. (The dollar 
stores often have small blank wooden cubes).  
-small soft balls, or small light weight plastic balls (similar to ball-pit balls). 
-dice (enough for one for each player) 
-felt, pen, or another writing tool 
-Masking tape or painters tape (optional) 
 
Each player should stand behind a table, desk, or similar flat service. This activity 
lends itself well to social distancing as you can space out the players as needed. 
Each player is equipped with one throwing ball, a die, and a handful of building 
blocks. On the blocks, print letters or sight words (depending on the targeted 
skill). The blocks can be differentiated (one student might have letters on their 
blocks well another player might be working on sight words). If you do not want 
the printing to be permanent, use masking tape or painters tape on the blocks 
and write on that. 
 
On the signal, players begin rolling their dice. If they roll a 1,2, or 3, they stack 
the corresponding number of blocks into a tower, reading each letter or sight 
word as they build. If another 1,2, or 3 is rolled, they continue to build on the 
existing tower. If they roll a 4, 5, or 6, they pick up their ball and attempt to throw 
it at another player’s tower to knock it down. After throwing, they immediately 
retrieve their ball and return to rolling their die. If a player’s tower is knocked 
down, they simply start a new tower. The game is played for as long as you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nathan Reist and Chelsea Reist – Joyful Literacy 



         WATER BATTLE 
Dear families, 

If the weather is nice and you don’t mind getting wet, try this 
exciting water battle activity while practicing literacy skills such as 
sight words, letter identification, or even putting together 
sentences with sight words. This activity is an extension of the 
“Soaking Literacy” activity. 

For this activity you will need: 

-water guns or clean spray bottles 
-water 
-paper 
-Pencil, or felt, etc 
-Tape or string 
 
Print some letters or sight words on paper, based on the skills 
your child is working on, or by recommendation of your classroom 
teacher. Use tape or string to attach the papers to players shirts. 
At the signal, players move around and shout out the sight 
words/letters/etc while squirting the paper.  
 
For added challenge, if using sight words, you could have players 
call out a sentence that contains the squirted word, or build a 
sentence by squirting specific words in order.  
 
If you would like to ensure social distancing, you could have 
children equipped with water stationary on one spot, while adults 
wearing sight words move around (spaced out from each other). 
Children squirt adults as they come by their area. They could also 
squirt from behind a barrier such as a table, etc. 
 

Nathan and Chelsea Reist (Joyful Literacy) 



Runaway Pumpkin! 

Book:  
The Runaway Pumpkin by Kevin Lewis 
Read the book in class or provide the youtube link for families at home: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QuOlNjnu2Gc by Toadstools and Fairy Dust 

Activity Focus: 
In this activity, students will have so much fun practicing letter knowledge, letter 
sounds, or sight words. It can also be adapted to focus on a range of other literacy 
skills. It has been very successful with a large group in a classroom setting (outside) 
but would also be a terrific activity for home or small groups at school.  

For this activity you will need: 

-one pumpkin per child 

-a small hill 

-felt, pen, or another writing tool 

-masking tape or painter’s tape 

-buckets, cones or large containers (amount is your choice) 

Instructions:  
First print letters or sight words on the objects (based on the targeted skill). If you do 
not want it to be permanent, use masking tape on the object and print the letter/sight 
word on the tape. Each child has a pumpkin at the top of a hill. The child will roll 
their pumpkin down hoping to hit a bucket/object at the bottom. If they hit the cone or 
pass a cone they need to say the letter/sound/sight word.  Once they have found their 
pumpkin again, they race to the top of the hill and begin again. You can do this as 
long as you like or until the pumpkins smash….then you have a science opportunity! 

For social distancing purposes, you could have children roll their pumpkins a few at a 
time spaced out instead of the whole class at one time.  

For added practice – you could have students with individual clipboards and pencils. 
After running back up to their starting position they could write the letter or sight 
word on their paper. 

(Chelsea and Nathan) 



Pumpkin Smash! 

Activity Focus: 
In this activity, students will practice letter recognition/letter sounds or sight words. 
You could also change the skill focus to rhyming, word families, etc. based on your 
child’s needs and teacher recommendations. This activity can be played at home or at 
school in small groups. 

For this activity you will need: 

-a copy of the pumpkins with letters or the blank set to fill in with desired skill (best if 
printed on orange construction paper or cardstock). 

-felt, pen, or any writing tool 

-scissors 

Instructions: 
First, print the pumpkins and cut out cards. Note, only one letter, sight word, etc per 
pumpkin. Place all pumpkin cards in a pile. Take turns pulling top card and naming 
the letter/word etc. If the player can name the letter/word etc. correctly, they keep the 
card. If they cannot, they can ask for help, say the letter/word etc. but put the card at 
the bottom of the pile. If any player picks up the card SMASH, they have to return all 
of their cards to the pile!!  

For added practice – players can repeat all of the cards they have when they add a new 
one.  

For a sturdier version, you could write the words on orange popsicle sticks and place 
in a cup instead or you could print and laminate. 

(Chelsea and Nathan) 

 

 

 

 

 



Pumpkin Tee Time! 

Activity Focus: 
In this activity, students will practice letter recognition and letter sounds. This activity 
can be done at home or in class with small groups.  

For this activity you will need: 

-one pumpkin per child 

-plastic golf tees and a hammer OR push pins 

-permanent marker 

Instructions: 
First, an adult can print letters all over the outside of the pumpkin with a permanent 
marker. The child then will find letters, say the letter and the sound it makes (add a 
word that begins with this letter for added practice). As they say the letter they can tap 
a golf tee into the letter using a hammer or they can use a push pin. Both should be 
supported with an adult present. 

 For a twist – an adult could ask the child to find a specific letter or find a letter that 
makes the ____ sound.   

(Chelsea and Nathan) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid Of Anything 

Book:  
The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid Of Anything by Linda Williams 
 
Read the story in class or send the youtube link to families: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jaEAVxl5Rk created by Elizabeth L. Dulin 

Activity Focus: 
In this activity, students will practice retelling a story using picture cards. This activity 
can be done at school or at home. 

For this activity you will need: 

-printed retelling picture cards 

-the book or youtube link 

-markers or crayons to colour pictures 

Instructions: 
First, read the story (best read a few times over a week). Once the student(s) have 
begun to repeat words in the story and you have discussed the events, cut out picture 
cards. Have the student(s) colour in the pictures. For a sturdier retelling, glue or tape 
on popsicle sticks. Have the student(s) use their cards to retell the story. They may 
need verbal cues from an adult or access to the book. 

For added super fun – use real life objects to retell the story (a pair of shoes, green 
pants, white shirt, white gloves, black hat, pumpkin). 

For additional work on story sequencing – use ordinal numbers to place objects in 
order of their appearance (1st, 2nd, 3rd etc). You can extend this math lesson by having 
students line up in different positions or line their stuffed animals up at home.  

For online learning – students could film themselves retelling the story and share on 
class website or with the teacher.  

(Chelsea and Nathan) 

 

 



Pumpkin Letter Cover 

*Adapted from “The Letters of Literacy” online blog.  

Activity Focus: 
In this activity, students are focusing on letter recognition and sounds. However, this 
activity could easily be re-created with sight words and cue cards.  

Variations include picking uppercase magnet letters and matching with lower case 
pumpkin, matching uppercase to uppercase, or lowercase to lowercase. This could 
also be a timed game and students can try to beat their time.  

For this activity you will need: 
 
- pumpkin template with letters printed on orange construction paper 

-magnet letters or other physical alphabet letters (make sure to have full alphabet 
available). 
 
-optional pumpkin seeds 

Instructions: 
Students will have their pumpkin paper and magnet or other physical alphabet letters 
in front of them. They will pick up a magnet letter, say the letter and produce the 
sound and match it to the letter on the pumpkin. 

For added fun, use pumpkin seeds to cover the letters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BONUS: Pumpkin Goody Bags! 

The following describes 3 goodie bags that could be created for students and delivered 
to their homes or made for in class practice. Each bag contains a few simple games or 
activities for students to practice basic literacy skills including letter recognition, letter 
sounds, rhyming, sight words, and name practice. You could do all of the bags, pick 
and choose, or make up new ones! 

Goody bag 1: Cup game! 

Activity Focus: 
For this activity, students will practice any desired literacy skill. Often this game is 
played using alphabet letters or sight words.  
 
For this bag you will need to provide students with: 
 
-  5 dixie cups or mini solo cups 
 
-  pumpkin jewel or mini eraser or seed 
 
-  game instructions 
 
Families will additionally need a marker and masking tape if they would like to reuse 
the game (highly suggested). 

Provide families with the skill you want them to practice at home and be specific. If 
you want them to work on alphabet letters, which ones does their child need to 
practice?  

Instructions: 
First, the teacher can pre-write letters/words on 5 cups for a student or they can 
communicate with families about skills that need practice and the families can write 
on the cups. Using masking tape allows for new letters or words to be practiced. Next, 
take turns hiding a small object (jewel, mini eraser, seed) under one cup while all 
other players look away. When ready, players will take turns pointing to a cup and 
saying the letter/sound/word (without touching the cup). The player who hid the 
object will pick up the cup and look underneath. If an object was found, a new player 
hides it. If it was not found, the cup is placed upside down and play continues.  
 

 



Goody Bag 2: Pumpkin bracelets 

Activity Focus: 
This activity will help students retell the poem “5 Little Pumpkins”. In class, you can 
write the poem on chart paper and practice together. For families at home, you can 
provide them with a youtube link for the poem. There are many versions, here is one: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cm1qvX1ygOo by the Kiboomers 

As you read or practice, have students point out rhyming words, count words, count 
the pumpkins on your fingers, and more!  

For this bag you will need to provide students with: 
 
-  5 orange pony beads 
 
-  1 brown pipe cleaner 
 
-  activity instructions 

Additional fun: you could also add a green pipe cleaner and encourage students to 
come up with their own pumpkin poem about 5 little pumpkins hanging on a vine! 

Instructions: 
This activity uses 5 beads to represent the pumpkins. As the student (with support), 
practices retelling the poem, they can physically move each pumpkin (bead) across 
the gate (pipe cleaner).  

 

Goody Bag 3: Pumpkin seeds 

This bag connects to the story “Pumpkin Town” by Katy McKy, also found on 
youtube using this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqMj-Cvx500 read aloud by 
StoryTown. 

Activity Focus: 
This activity uses pumpkin seeds to create student names or a focus letter or sight 
word.  

For this bag you will need: 
 
-handful of pumpkin seeds 



-template for student (name, sight word or letter focus) 
 
-glue 

Instructions: 
Students will pick up pumpkin seeds and glue along a template dependent on skill 
focus. If it is a letter, they can say the letter or sound each time they glue a seed.  

Additional fun: after reading the book, throw some pumpkin seeds in the classroom or 
home before students leave or go to bed. Tell them that you WON’T CLEAN THEM 
UP!! The next day have green vines hanging from the ceiling and pumpkins all around 
the room. This is absolutely magical and a great way to jump start a pumpkin unit! 

 

 

Websites with amazing FREE pumpkin activities to support learning at home and at 
school: 
- https://thisreadingmama.com/free-pumpkin-prekk-pack/  
- http://msmakinson.blogspot.com/2017/09/fall-activities-free-pumpkin-letter.html 
-https://thekindergartenconnection.com/30-pumpkin-activities-kids/ 



















   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   
 
Pumpkin template clipart from patternuniverse.com 
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