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Opening Statement, Australian Manufacturing Industry Inquiry Hearing – 6 December 2021 

 

Good morning, and thank you for the opportunity to present before this inquiry into the Australian 
manufacturing industry. 

 

You will have Amaero’s submission to this inquiry, but I would like to briefly expand on some of its key 
themes. 

 

Amaero is based in Australia, with manufacturing plants in Melbourne and in Adelaide, and was listed on 
the Australian Stock Exchange two years ago. 

 

We specialise in additive manufacturing – also known as 3D printing – making components for key clients in 
the aviation, defence and space sectors, as well as for the tool and die industry.  In addition to components, 
we provide 3D printers manufactured to Amaero’s specifications and will soon also be providing metal 
powders. 

 

We also have a manufacturing facility in Los Angeles, established there specifically to cater for the US 
aerospace and defence market. 

 

Additive manufacturing is a major growth sector around the world, because of the versatility, precision and 
durability of its products.  It enables new designs that could not have been manufactured using traditional 
manufacturing methods, for example the aerospike rocket motor featured in our YouTube video. 

 

This inquiry is examining areas in which Australian manufacturers enjoy a natural advantage. 

 

One area where Australia can exploit its natural advantage is in the processing of its mineral reserves. 

 

In this country, we extract a range of mineral resources, export them in raw form, then import the 
processed version at a substantially higher economic export. 

 

Amaero experiences this in the importation of titanium alloy powder, which is one of the main inputs to the 
additive manufacturing process. 
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Australia has the world’s largest titanium reserves, particularly the source minerals rutile and ilmenite. 

 

It exports the minerals at around $400 a tonne, while Amaero must import the titanium alloy powder at 
around $300,000 a tonne – yes, $300,000 a tonne. 

 

Australia benefits when we add value through manufacturing onshore by capturing more of the economic 
value of our mineral resources. 

 

Amaero is therefore proposing to establish its own titanium alloy recycling and powder manufacturing 
facility in Melbourne. 

 

Once the facility is operational, we’ll able to source our raw materials domestically, instead of having to 
import it from the likes of China, Kazakhstan and Russia, who are the dominant players in the titanium 
production market. 

 

While there are other constraints on the growth of the local additive manufacturing industry such as the 
requirement for qualification of components and limited access to high-resolution, high-power X-ray CT 
scanning facilities, we will no longer be subject to the constraints imposed by our import sources.   

 

Needless to say, our onshore processing capability will have significant implications for the security of our 
local supply chains, especially in the defence sector. 

 

Thanks for your interest in additive manufacturing. 

 

I’d be happy to take questions. 

 

Barrie Finnin 

CEO, Amaero 


