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Winter 2022

Director’s Note

It’s hard to believe that 2022 is quickly coming to a close. With several important successes,
much legal work and one outstanding celebration behind us, we are eager for what is ahead
of us.

We gathered together with many new and familiar faces on September 17 in Georgetown for
our 13th annual Wild Side, an event near and dear to my heart as it honors SCELP’s founder
Jimmy Chandler as well as the daily work of our Lawyers for the Wild Side. You can find a
recap of the event along with some great photographs in the final pages of this publication.

In October, we publicly announced our first Capital Campaign in our 35 year history:
Building Up Our Defense. The Campaign is a major strategic investment in our
organization’s capacity to take on critical cases and issues across the state, enabling us to
increase the number of lawyers we deploy into our communities, execute more structured
and resourceful legal strategies, and improve SCELP’s sustainability over the long term.

In addition to continuing to serve as the last line of defense against environmentally
catastrophic projects, we are also turning attention to innovative approaches to tackle long-
standing problems. We know that water and hazardous chemicals still mix too easily, too
frequently and too predictably in certain zip codes. And despite the successes enabled by
the Clean Water Act, we are still very far from achieving the ultimate goals of restoring the
chemical, physical and biological integrity of our nation’s waters. More is needed, and the
SCELP team is launching new cases and initiatives aimed at these goals. Read on for more
details!

Many of you have already donated or committed to supporting our efforts, and for that,
I am incredibly grateful. Through this early campaign support, we have already hired a
new attorney and communications staff, and are preparing to add another attorney and an
environmental justice and equity specialist in early 2023 to allow us to dedicate more energy
and attention to our state’s environmental inequities, where we can find some of the most
systemic solutions to many of our environmental problems.

Even with all of this year’s excitement, we are sad to say goodbye to Board members Bill
Holt, Lisa Allen and John Barton — each of whom brought wisdom, thoughtfulness and
energy in charting our path forward. We will miss them, though we know they will stay
engaged and connected.

While the challenges that lie ahead will not be easy, we couldn’t accomplish any of our wins
or important work to protect our land, water and communities from destructive projects
and degradation without our partners — and that word encompasses anyone who comes
alongside us as a donor, volunteer, member of our Board of Directors, partner organization,
staff person or simply an unwavering champion of what we do. Thank you!

Amy E. Armstrong
Executive Director
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Protecting our state’s rivers and tributaries from pollution.

Major Victory

4th Circuit Win for Clean Water

On July 20, 2022, the United States Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit ruled in favor of Naturaland Trust and
South Carolina Trout Unlimited, two groups represented
by SCELP. As a result of this victory, we are returning to
the United States District Court to hold Arabella Farm, an
event venue, accountable for its repeated dumping of liter-
al tons of sediment into a critical tributary of the Eastatoe
River in Pickens County. The District Court originally dis-
missed our complaint on jurisdictional grounds, finding
that DHEC’s issuance of a notice of alleged violation—sent
solely to Arabella Farm—barred our citizen suit.

In a 2-1 decision, the Court of Appeals reversed this dis-
missal and returned the case to the District Court in Green-
ville, agreeing with our arguments that an entirely private
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notice of alleged violation—without more—cannot “com-
mence” an administrative penalty action that bars citizens’
suits. This decision will help ensure that citizens and con-
servation organizations can seek redress for Clean Water
Act violations when state agencies completely exclude the
public from the administrative enforcement process.

‘This decision is a major victory for
South Carolina but will also benefit the
other four States in the Fourth Circuil’s
jurisdiction.



Conservation groups like Naturaland Trust and South
Carolina Trout Unlimited serve a critical role in discov-
ering and enforcing violations of our environmental laws.
At a time when regulatory agencies are overburdened or,
worse, apathetic to these violations and environmental
protections are regularly diminished, efforts of conserva-
tion groups to protect our land, water, and communities
becomes all the more essential.

Yet, this role is severely undermined
when State laws and policies exclude the
public entirely from the administrative
enforcement process, resolve violations
behind closed doors, and then prevent
the public from pursuing legal action
based on that improperly secretive,
informal process.

The District Court’s flawed ruling dismissing our law-
suit despite a deficient, exclusionary and opaque process
would have significantly impeded the public’s ability to en-
force violations of one of the nation’s most important envi-
ronmental laws. On behalf of our clients, SCELP appealed
this flawed ruling, urging the Court of Appeals to rule that

our Clean Water Act enforcement action must proceed in
the face of such faulty state action. SCELP’s appeal sought
to protect the invaluable role that Congress gave the public
to seek enforcement of CWA violations and hold polluters
accountable.

Securing such a victory for citizen rights was a great way to
prepare for the 50th anniversary of a cornerstone of mod-
ern environmental law. The Clean Water Act has been a
wild success worth of much celebration, but the reality is
that its implementation has failed to reach the key goals.
While rivers do not catch on fire any longer, far more is
needed if we are truly to restore the chemical, physical
and biological integrity of our nation’s waters. An engaged
and empowered citizenry is an essential precondition for
achieving this vision.

Arabella Farm has indicated it will petition the Supreme
Court of the United States to hear the case. In the unlikely
event the Supreme Court agrees to hear the case, SCELP
will continue to advocate for our clients’ and the broader
public’s right to pursue legal action in federal court when
state and federal agencies fail to act to protect our water-
ways. Until then, SCELP looks forward to proving that Ar-
abella Farm’s egregious destruction of our state’s waters
violated the Clean Water Act and holding them account-
able.

Congress gave the public a valuable role in seeking enforcement of Clean Water Act violations.
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The boneyard beach at Bulls Bay is part of Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge.

New Case

Fighting for Rural Awendaw

On behalf of the Coastal Conservation League and the
Charleston Waterkeeper, the SCELP team has taken de-
cisive legal action in the fight against ill-placed septic sys-
tems.

With limited amounts of undeveloped land remaining, pri-
vate developers—often large, national corporations—are
increasingly targeting rural, agricultural and/or forested
tracts for large-scale residential subdivisions. These areas
are typically on the outskirts of urban growth boundaries
and are not serviced by public sewer, leading developers to
turn to individual septic systems for high-density neigh-
borhoods.

Two major projects in Awendaw fit this mold and quickly
captured our attention earlier this year. Together the two
proposals, known as White Tract and Romain Bay Pre-
serve, would result in the installation of over 400 individ-
ual septic systems east of Highway 17, in close proximity to
the pristine natural ecosystems of Cape Romain National
wildlife Refuge, including designated Outstanding Re-
source Waters.

Traditionally, septic tanks have been used to provide on-
site wastewater treatment in rural areas where sewer is
not available, and can be effective when properly sited, in-
stalled and maintained; however, our state has no require-
ments that property owners maintain and service these
systems. And importantly, coastal areas present inherent
challenges for septic, including shallow water tables, in-
appropriate soil conditions, sea level rise, and saltwater
inundation. These risks are compounded with high den-
sity installations. Yet DHEC, the administrative agency
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tasked with oversight of wastewater treatment, routinely
rubber-stamps septic permits without any consideration
of such risks.

Even though the Coastal Tidelands and Wetlands Act re-
quires DHEC to “review all state and federal permit appli-
cations in the coastal zone, and to certify that these do not
contravene” the Coastal Management Program, DHEC has
failed to undertake this review for septic tank installation
applications. As a result, septic permits are not examined
for cumulative impacts, including proximity to sensitive
estuarine waters, rising water tables or other geographical
features. Further, the agency fails to publicly notice appli-
cations or permits, creating a system where no transpar-
ency exists and timely information is nearly impossible to
obtain.

The risks inherent with large scale septic installation could
not be higher: untreated domestic wastewater breeds
pathogenic bacteria, contaminating ground and surface
water, polluting shellfish beds, and degrading water quali-
ty so it is unsafe for recreational use. SCELP and our part-
ners recently filed a Complaint for Declaratory Judgement
in Charleston County asking the Court to order DHEC to
review septic tank permits for consistency with our Coastal
Management Program, and to place such permits on pub-
lic notice. As part of our new strategic objectives, we are
committed to enforcing laws designed to prevent pollution
and degradation of our sensitive coastal waters, and fight-
ing the mass installation of ill-placed, densely situated
septic systems along our coast. We appreciate the support
of so many engaged citizens and look forward to having
our day in court on this crucial topic.



Awaiting Decision
Gadsden Creek

In June, SCELP tried a contested case over the fate of Gads-
den Creek, one of the last remaining tidal creeks on the
Charleston peninsula. SCELP represents Friends of Gads-
den Creek, a local nonprofit, and several of the Friends
testified at trial. Our witnesses included residents of the
Westside neighborhood who live near Gadsden Creek and
enjoy the wildlife that lives there and the flood relief it pro-
vides, an educator who uses the creek to help teach local
students about flood resiliency and habitat, and others
who lead walks to share the history of Gadsden Creek and
the neighborhood that has long valued its presence.

In addition to all of those witnesses, SCELP called Profes-
sor Christina Butler, a historian, and Joshua Robinson, an
engineer. Professor Butler testified about how Charleston
historically floods in places where it previously filled in
tidal creeks and wetlands as well as the historical connec-
tion of the neighborhood with Gadsden Creek. Mr. Robin-
son testified about alternatives that could be pursued that
would allow Gadsden Creek to remain while still address-
ing some of the concerns in the area. Mr. Robinson also
testified about all the ecological and stormwater manage-
ment benefits Gadsden Creek continues to provide to the
community.

This case is important not only to our client and the local

.

community because of the shared history and the benefits
Gadsden Creek provides but also because Gadsden Creek
and its wetlands are critical area.

South Carolina law is supposed to afford
the greatest protection to critical areas, but
the DHEC decision allowing the elimination
of Gadsden Creek could create a dangerous
precedent and erode protections for these
sensilive areas.

This is especially problematic in the face of rising sea levels
when we need to allow more space for marsh migration,
rather than eliminating the marsh altogether.

We submitted our proposed order to Administrative Law
Judge Ralph K. Anderson, III, who heard the contested
case and await his decision. Meanwhile, Friends of Gads-
den Creek, along with the Charleston Area Justice Minis-
tries, has continued working to raise awareness about this
issue and speaking with local elected officials in hopes of
saving Gadsden Creek and addressing the environmental
justice concerns of the proposal and the actions of the City
toward this neighborhood. Thanks to your support, we re-
main committed to see justice prevail.

Gadsden Creek is one of the last remaining tidal creeks on the Charleston peninsula. | Photo: Olivia Rae James




Thank You for Supporting
Environmental Protection and Justice!

Contributions received from November 1, 2021 — October 31, 2022.
*includes Building Up Our Defense Campaign donations

Grants

Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation

Coastal Community Foundation

Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation

Cornell Douglas Foundation

Jolley Foundation

Pathfinder Foundation

Post & Courier Foundation

Robert F. Schumann Foundation

South Carolina Bar Foundation

Winthrop Family Fund of
Coastal Community Foundation

Yawkey Foundation
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In honor of Jackie Boyce and Olivia
Boyce-Abel: Damien Triouleyre

In honor of Amy Armstrong:
Amelia Wood

In memory of Roxie Armstrong:
Deborah Weiner

In honor of William Armstrong:
Paul & Debbie Shea

In memory of William D. Bilton:
Langdon & Jessie Long

In memory of Jimmy Chandler:
Liz Blood, Duff & Margaret Bruce,
Paul & Maura Kenny

In honor of Sissie Childress:
Victor Wright

In honor of Lorraine Chow:
Terence Tsai

In honor of Frances Close:
Dehler & Alice Hart

In honor of Michael Corley and
Michael Martinez: Louann Swink

In memory of Joseph B. Cross:
Richard & Barbara Cross

In honor of Jane & Johnny Davis:
Bill & Nancy Kreml

In honor of Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Dukes:
Dale Baer

In memory of Daniel G. Luciano, Esq.:
Cheryl Suttie Luciano

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Ben Gimarc:
Susan Thorpe & John Baynes

In honor of Paul Haklisch:
Carmela Haklisch

In memory of Miles O. Hayes:
Dr. Jacqueline Michel

In memory of Joan Whitlatch and
Betty Hodierne: Lisa Hodierne

In honor of Downing & Biff Hudson:
Bett Hargrave

In honor of Michael Jasien:
Angela Kearney

In memory of Deacon Martin and Ann
Lampe: Jim & Sabrina Lampe

In memory of Celia Lewis:
Janet Chesley

In honor of Tim Lyons:
Susan Thorpe & John Baynes

In memory of Arthur Magill:
Cynthia Swanson Powell

In honor of Michael Martinez:
Abby Wood

In honor of William M. Lemmon, MD:
The Lemmon Family

In memory of Bob Moran:
Mary Moran

In memory of Arthur Morehead:
Reed & Angie Swearingen

In memory of Alice Morrisey:
Clyde & Carlin Timmons

In memory of Terry Munson:
Dan & Mary Abel, Paul & Alicia
Barnes, Stephanie Booth, Richard
& Barbara Cullerton, Robert &
Nancy Checkaneck, Carol
Dankosky, Helene Engel, Karen
Hemard, Thomas & Lily Grace
Hudson, Ross & Katherine
Lenhart, Joyce Lindsey, Ian &
Goffinet McLaren, Ed & Beverly
Meadow, Pamela Miller,
Gail Millett, Pat Munson, Jeane
Odonoghue & David Morman,
Frances Rogers, Dean & Rita Smith

In honor of Emily Nellermoe:
Jamie Jordan

In memory of Elias “Bill” Nettles:
Langdon & Jessie Long

In memory of Jennifer Lee Brown
Newton: Christopher Newton

In honor of Erin Pate: Dawn Patton

In memory of Robin Ould Rentsh:
Nancy Gibbes

In memory of Ann Richardson:
Don & Susan Shirley

In honor of Sharon Ballard
Richardson: Caroline Archibald

In honor of Nan Saye:
Matthew McCusker

In honor of Fred Stanback: David Shi

In memory of Ann Stanton:
Walter C. Stanton

In memory of James Sullivan:
Susan Sullivan

In memory of Terry Walker:
Frances Jo Baker

In memory of Sam Wheeler:
Kathy & Don Reid

In memory of Joseph Whetstone:
Leon & Tammy Ray

In memory of Marc Wrenn:
Elizabeth Ivary
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Steven & Phyllis Morgan
Thomas & Sally Murphy
William Naylor

Barbara Neale & Thomas Hutto

Henry Nechemias & Valerie Marcil

Rhonwen Newton
Rebecca Niemiec
Michael Norris

Rachel & Trey Oliver
Steve & Cindy Ouzts
John Parker

Henry & Lillian Parr
Denise Patrick
Matthew Penn

Bob & Anne Pennington
Sharon Penny

Deborah Phillips

Venus & Keith Poe

Jeff & Jennifer Pollack
Rick Popillo

Sandra Porter
Catherine Powell
Cynthia Swanson Powell
Frank & Jane Powell
Norris & Lucy Preyer
Kevin & Mary Prince
Jean Prothro

David Quick

John & Courtney Quinn
Marjorie Rath

Allen Reed
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Jennifer Richard

Arthur & Frances Rickenbaker
Shelley Ridout

Patricia & Fred Riesen
Bratton Riley

Daniel Roe

Elizabeth Rollins

Tony & Joenne Royal

Joyce & Art Santopietro

Save Our Saluda

Ardis M. Savory

William Sax

Maryanne Schuler

Marion Scott

Troy & Marilyn Shaver

Paul & Debbie Shea

Larry Shinall

Wilson & Ann Sims

Robert & Lillian Slovic
Charles Smith

Dean & Rita Smith

Scott Smith

Harry & Susie Smithson
Benjamin Smolen

Philip & Starr Snead

Susan Spearman

Robert Sprinkle & Ann Johnson
Allan & Karen Stalvey

Walter C. Stanton

Chester Stark & Roberta Reynes
Karen LaFleur Stewart

Debra E. Stokes Esq

William & Kristina Strosnider
Karen Sundberg & Erik Smith
Siobhan Susinno

George Sweet

Lois Taylor

Ted & Ellie Taylor

Elizabeth & Jason Testa

Jim Titus

Walter Todd Jr., Esq

Damien Triouleyre

Gary Uhlemeyer

John Van Dalen

Georgia Van Zyle & John Smith
Ann Vanderberg

John Visbaras & Jennifer Rosborough
Lewis & Mary Waldrep

Mary Walker

Peter Wallace

Kristina Walle

Dee & Martin Wardle

John & Michelle Weaber
Deborah Weiner

Thomas Weisser

Ben Weston & Christina Sprecher
Cynthia White

Danny & Sallie White
Evander Whitehead

Margaret Wilhelm

George Wilkes

Benjamin & Ann Williamson
Zane Wilson

D. Reid Wiseman

Christine Wojcik

Patricia Wolman

Abby Wood

Randy & Amelia Wood
Andrew Yasinsac

Patricia Zincke

Under $100

Mindy Abney

Pam & Bob Ackerman
Rhoda Anderson

Thomas & Carol Anderson
Veronica Anderson
William Anderson
William D. Anderson
Andrew Baird

Charles & Elizabeth Baker
Brent Barron

Suzi Bateman

Adelaide Bates

Robert Beattie

Dean & Carolyn Berry
William & Marilyn Blizard
Bob & Kevin Bockman
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Stephanie Booth

Liz Bradley

Emily Branscome

Jenine Bristol

Jenny Brown

John & Sandra Bundy
Linda Butler

Rhetta & Buddy Calhoun
Michael Cameron & Darlene Adams
Lauren Cannata

Sandy Brooks Carr
Matthew & Elsbeth Chaney
Robert & Nancy Checkaneck
McKie P. Cherry
Chirping Birds Society
Bebs Chorak

Ann & Charles Christ
Penny Christensen

Ron & Margaret Claypool
Chloe Coger

Shawn Comella

Michael Connor

Charles & Cathy Cook
Emily Cook

Susan Coppin

Kelli Crean

James & Alice Cromartie
Richard & Barbara Cullerton
Lorie Curtiss

Mary Beth Davison
Amelia Dias

Leslie Turner Donovan

S. Kimble Duckworth
Charles H.P. Duell
William & Caroline DuRant
Sterling Eason

Sandra Elliott

Christine Ellis

Helene Engel

Dwayne & Mary Erickson
Diana Evans

Walter Ezell

Nina Fair

Dr. Susan Fedor

Mary Jo & Hartmut Fege
Natalie Ferand

Pamela Ferguson

Lori Fernald

Edmund Fitzgerald

Joan Hitchcock Flint
Carolyn Fraser

Allen & Madeline Freeman
Kirk Friedland

Joan Furlong
Christopher Galton
Cheryl Garnant

Rene Garrett

Grace Gasper

Annette Goings

Margaret Graham
Kathlyn Gray

Victoria Green

Jerrold Griggs & Deynise Lau
Madeleine Hahn

Lynn Hanson

Debra Harris

Lisa Hartzog

Jonathan Harvey
Suzanne Haynsworth
David & June Hedges
Anne Heles

Karen Hemard

Vi Hendley

Arnold & Marylou High
Donald Hill

Margaret Hiller

Lisa Hodierne

Julia Holliday

John & Wendy Holschuh
Bess Hundley

Island Specialties

John & Elizabeth Ivary
Bo Ives

Ricky & Nancy James
Susan B. James

Lin Jay

Edgar & Lucia Jaycocks
David & Sharon Jennings

Mark Heyward
Johnson Ryan Jones
Angela Kearney

Lynn & Barbara Kelley
Fred Klare

Denise & Ronald Klizek
Kevin Kubach

Witt & Beth Langstaff
Steven Lapp

Rhett Lawrence

K Bruce Lazenby
Malcolm Leaphart
Peggy Ledford

Andrea Leiman

Jane R. Lemmon
Leslie & Cody Lenhardt
Louis Lesesne

Jill Levy

Don & Susan Libes
Matthew & Cynthia Lindauer
Joyce Lindsey

Chip & Rose Linton
Buzz & Lydia Lochocki
Jonathan Lokey

Cheryl Suttie Luciano
Nancy Luria

Nick Lykins

Bobbie Lyon

Angus MacBride
Elizabeth Marlow
Susan Marsh

Nancy Mauldin

Charlie & Jo Mayer
Sally Mayse

Randy & Deana McCall
Michelle McLeod
Kathleen McGrogan
Pamela Miller

Gail Millett

Terry Molnar

Laura & Tyre Moore
Leslie Moore

William Morgan
Abigail Morris

Laura Moses

Katherine Muller
Matthew & Erika Nadaud
Debra Nellermoe
Emily Nellermoe
Phillis Newman
Christopher Newton
Robyn Newton

Jeane Odonoghue & David Morman
K L Olasov

Lucinda Olasov

Tom & Betty Owens
Hayes Patterson Jr.
Dawn Patton

Susan & Gary Pavek
Molly Peeples

Linda O. Pierce

Dr. Dwayne E. Porter
James & Jan Reh
Brandy Reisdorff

Dan Rennels

Sandra & Kevin Rice
Alayna Robertson
James Robinson
Frances Rogers
Kassandra Rosado-Diaz
LuAnn Rosenzweig
Jane Rucker

Duane & Revelie Sams
Andrea Schechter

Jan Schumann

Blake Scott

Vicki Scott

Allison Seigel

Kathryn Sharp

Janie Shipley & Michael Hammig
Ed Shmunes

Taylor Silver

Anna Simon

Starr Skotnicki

George & Barbara Smyth
Penelope Stokes-Hall
Beverly Sullivan
Carolyn Sweet & Tom Strong

Louann Swink

Joe & Linda Sykes

Bill & Jackie Thomas
John Thomas & Peg Howell
June R. Todd
Harleston Towles
Viviane Trama

John Trask IIT

Terence Tsai

Nancy Van Buren
Daniel Warner

Robert & Anne Weir
Randall & Cydney Wentsel
Kathryn Whyte

Alys Anne Wiedeke
Neil & Muriel Williams
Jeff & Sarah Wilson
John & Mary Wilson
Lindsay Windham
Victor Wright

Yaupon Garden Club
Catherine Young

John & Sue Zankowski

Building Up Our Defense
Campaign Lead Donors

Carrie Agnew

Jim & Kathie Barr

Nancy Cave

Frances Close

Edwin & Andrea Cooper

Richard & Barbara Cross

John & Robin Dean

Shari Del Do

Margaret & Jon Fabri

Rajan & Suman Govindan

Allen & Nikki Grumbine

Susan Hilfer

Glenn & Heather Hilliard

Anna Kate Hipp

Bill & Emmy Holt

William & Elizabeth Igleheart

Kester Family: Thomas & Sandra
Kester, Ross & MK Kester, Lee &
Anne Kester

Lanneau & Mary Lide

Stephen & Kathryn Parks

Michael & Virginia Prevost

Peter Roy

Robert Schofield, IIT

Gerald & Kathryn Schulze

Jody & Anne Tamsberg

Susan Thorpe & John Baynes

Greg & Laura VanDerwerker

H. Dallon & Carolyn J. Weathers

Brad Wyche & Diane Smock

Chandler Legacy Society

Anonymous (5)

Lisa Allen*

Robert & Kimberli Allen
Doc & Marylou Ardrey
Amy Armstrong*

Easter Baskin

John Batson

Nancy Bracken*

Thomas Clements*

Rob & Cari Grant

Susan Hilfer*

Bill Holt*

John & Carol Kososki

Paula Loftis*

Thomas & Melanie Mauldin*
Michael Norris

Kathleen O’Brien

Michael & Virginia Prevost*
Filippo Ravalico

Janet Swigler & Jim McMahan
Rich Thomas*

Susie Thorpe*

Greg VanDerwerker*

Zane Wilson*

*Founders Circle
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Coastline protection is crucial for threatened migratory birds and the future of our barrier islands.

Focus Area
Protecting Our Coastline

As more and more people flock to South Carolina’s Low-
country, we are seeing and feeling coastal squeeze and the
dwindling loss of habitats that support a healthy coastal
ecosystem. Between endangered sea turtles and threat-
ened and endangered migratory birds, development has
had a harmful impact on these species’ ability to survive
and thrive.

Early on, private and public partnerships resulted in pro-
tection for some of our most valuable barrier islands —
from the Yawkey Wildlife Center to Cape Romain National
Wildlife Refuge to Capers Island and so many others. Yet
some of the last remaining undeveloped shorelines that
provide a critical haven for wildlife, while also protecting
inland structures from harm, have been on the chopping
block for years.

SCELP has been instrumental for the protection of three of
these last remaining, privately-held beachfront properties
for decades. These three barrier island habitats are critical
for the survival of species like the endangered red knot and
piping plover, which rely on constantly shifting shorelines
with little human disturbance, to rest and build up their
fat stores for the long migration. These islands provide
habitat for strand-feeding dolphins, diamond-backed ter-
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rapins, red foxes, and so much more.

Waites Island, Captain Sams Spit on
Kiawah Island and Bay Point Island.
Spanning our coast from Horry lo
Charleston to Beaufort County, these
tracts symbolize hope for our future.

SCELP has gone all in to keep these habitats in their natu-
ral, undisturbed state both because of their ecological fra-
gility but also because we believe that some things are too
precious to be lost forever.

We are thrilled to announce that our recent work on behalf
of one of the Tilghman descents, Olivia Boyce-Abel, who
shared ownership of a large portion of Waites Island, led
to a conservation sale to the Open Space Institute. While
the family donated the Southern end to Coastal Carolina
University years ago, the Northern end has been unpro-
tected and thus susceptible to development. Olivia’s life
work was to see a conservation outcome for her portion
of Waites, and after we resolved a quiet title lawsuit this



summer she was able to realize that goal. Hopefully this
conservation sale is the first domino chip to fall, and more
of the island will be protected over time — especially if state
officials step up and prioritize such outcome and other pri-
vate players follow the recent example of Google, who con-
tributed half a million dollars to help with the preservation
of the remaining parcels on Waites Island.

Similarly, SCELP has been able to use our legal expertise
to stave off the threats of development on both Bay Point
and Captain Sams Spit, for now. But the war is still being
waged on both fronts.

For Bay Point, we intervened on behalf of the Gullah/
Geechee Fishing Association to successfully defend Beau-
fort County’s denial of a special use permit for a high-end
luxury resort this summer — a decision that we expect to
be appealed by the developer. At the same time, we chal-
lenged a DHEC permit for a septic tank on the island. The
Administrative Law Court dismissed our appeal for lack
of timeliness, even though DHEC hid the permit decision
from us despite our Freedom of Information Act requests.
We recently filed an appeal of the ALC’s faulty decision in
the Court of Appeals. Thankfully, our Governor and state
senators and representatives have voiced their concerns
about this ill-conceived project, and we can only hope that
such concerns help drive a conservation outcome for this

Donor Feature

Why We Give

v

For many years we have enjoyed nature travels in Africa,
Asia, US National Parks and across South Carolina. Being
close to nature provides a unique opportunity for relax-
ation, reflection, and rejuvenation. From our travels we
are very aware of the effect of climate change on the envi-
ronment and support a number of organizations, includ-
ing SCELP, in the effort to protect and sustain our world.

Winter 2022
fragile barrier island.

For Captain Sams, even though we have defeated every
permit ever sought since 2009, the developer is trying to
resuscitate its plans for a 50-house development on this
dynamic sand spit. The Town of Kiawah Island granted
the developer yet another extension for the preliminary
plat approval well past the extension period and, ever vigi-
lant, we filed an appeal on behalf of Preserve Kiawah. That
case is now pending before the Charleston County Circuit
Court, with briefs having been filed in November. Suffice it
to say that battles over development are contentious and
protracted.

We must hold the line on some of

our last remaining unprotected and
fragile natural systems, and SCELP is
dedicated to doing just that.

But it will also take the will and effort of public and private
players sharing our long-term vision of land conservation
to achieve the ultimate conservation goal for these three is-
lands. Thanks to you, SCELP will continue doing our part.
We expect our elected officials to do theirs, too.

SCELP is especially important in the battles for the en-
vironment here in South Carolina. When all else fails, it
picks up the ‘ball’ and carries it to court. The organization
has a record of competence, resilience and persistence,
and has won many battles for South Carolina over the last
35 years, challenging some well-funded development and
industry interests and successfully protecting the state’s
environmental treasures.

Moving forward by helping the organization to hire more
lawyers through the Capital Campaign means more sup-
port for them to do what they do so well. We have loved
walking on Captain Sams Spit (sometimes with dolphins!)
since we were first there around 1980; SCELP’s work to
resist development of the spit has been particularly mean-
ingful to us. In the next years we hope SCELP will do even
more to publicize the need for public awareness of threats
to the environment in South Carolina and hopefully enlist
more support.

Susie Thorpe and John Baynes | Columbia
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Relentless development in Greerr

Brief Updates

Cases to Watch

Point Farm - We are working with the Coastal Conser-
vation League and local residents in challenging a DHEC
permit authorizing dredging and excavating critical area
salt marsh in order to convert a unique and highly valu-
able brackish and freshwater pond and wetland system
into a saltwater mitigation bank on Wadmalaw Island in
Charleston County.

The sole purpose of this project is economic benefit to the
developer, Point Farm Investors, which has already en-
tered into an extremely lucrative contract with the County
for over $19 million in order to sell mitigation “credits” to
offset marsh impacts associated with future road projects.
We have appealed the DHEC permit to the Administrative
Law Court and expect a hearing to occur in early 2023.

We are also fighting in the zoning arena. Point Farm and
the County, the beneficiaries to the multi-million-dollar
contract, are trying everything to keep the public out of the
zoning process, but SCELP is determined to keep a seat at
the table for the public, also on the local government front.

Upstate Land Use - Relentless development in the Up-
state continues to press forward, along with its associated
detrimental impacts on water quality, wildlife habitat, and
quality of life for residents. SCELP successfully advocated
for a replacement to the much maligned Article 3.1, to pro-

e County continues to threaten the quality of life for rural residents and wildlife.

tect the unzoned areas of Greenville County. Yet the Coun-
ty and its Planning Commission continue to ignore the re-
quirements of their own regulations and approve clearly
noncompliant developments.

This past summer, SCELP challenged the approval of a de-
velopment along the Reedy River because the design failed
to account for onsite waterways, a clear regulatory require-
ment. Although the South Carolina Circuit Court ruled
against our client, a citizen group organized to protect the
rural setting of southern Greenville County, SCELP has
filed a notice of appeal in the South Carolina Court of Ap-
peals and will continue to fight to ensure that local gov-
ernments properly enforce the laws that protect our land,
water, and communities.

Dominion Pipeline - On behalf of the Blue Ridge Envi-
ronmental Defense League, SCELP continues its challenge
of the natural gas pipeline that Dominion Energy seeks to
build in Pamplico, South Carolina. The impacted commu-
nity has voiced widespread opposition but Dominion is
undeterred and has actually stepped up the offensive by
filing lawsuits to take property from the residents in the
way of the pipeline expansion. We have already begun dis-
covery in our appeal of DHEC’s water quality certification
and will conduct depositions throughout the fall, with trial
in the new year set to commence on February 27, 2023.



Celebration
13th Annual Wild Side

This year’s Wild Side was record breaking! Thanks to near-
ly 250 guests and the support of others who weren’t able
to attend, the total event revenue exceeded $150,000 for
the first time. This fundraiser helps SCELP attorneys to
keep fighting for the Wild Side of South Carolina that we
all know and love so dearly.

September 17 was a beautiful evening under the oaks of the
Kaminski House in the heart of Georgetown. Pop-folk duo
Prettier Than Matt entertained while guests dined on de-
licious cuisine from Root and bid on fabulous items in the
online auction. This year’s featured speaker, author Vir-
ginia Christian Beach, shared her insight and appreciation
of the importance of protecting land, water and communi-
ties, and offered her own compelling, personal reasons for
being an advocate for the Wild Side.

The sun setting across the river created a beautiful back-
ground as Staff Attorneys Emily Nellermoe, Leslie Len-
hardt and Ben Cunningham shared a little about their
current work. Executive Director Amy Armstrong touched
on SCELP’s strategic goals and mission, including a re-
flection on the 50th anniversary of the Clean Water Act,
and SCELP’s commitment to both clean water and envi-
ronmental justice, two critical issues that remain deeply
intertwined.

It was a wonderful and meaningful occasion, and we are so
grateful to the many businesses, organizations, volunteers,

friends and family who have made this event possible and
more successful year after year since 2010.

The 14th Annual Wild Side will be on
October 7, 2023 at the Kaminski House.
Ifyou are interested in a business sponsorship,
please contact Alison Geer
at alison@scelp.org or 843-527-0078.
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Photos by Tanya Ackerman | Chasing the Light Photography



South Carolina Environmental Law Project
P.O. Box 1380
Pawleys Island, SC 29585

We are grateful for our 2022 Wild Side sponsors and supporters!

BUSINESS SPONSORS

B&P Real Estate, Bell Legal Group, Biohabitats, Blue Cross Blue Shield of SC, Edward Jones, Elliott Phelan LLC, Hotel Guides, Lucey
Law Firm, Mullikin Law, Nelson Mullins, Poliakoff & Associates, Attorneys, Polymer Ventures Inc., Research Planning, Inc., Tito’s
Handmade Vodka, Whitfield-Cargile Law Firm, Wyche, P.A.

FRIENDS & FAMILY SPONSORS

Thomas & Carol Anderson, John & Robin Dean, Dorchester Trust Foundation, Margaret & Jon Fabri, Greg Garvan & Priscilla Quirk,
Allen & Nikki Grumbine, Tom & Wendy Kulick, Barry & Jill Lieberman, Marianne Mackey, Richard Moore & Robin Morris, Frank &
Linda Nutter, Cynthia Swanson Powell, Greg & Laura VanDerwerker, H. Dallon & Carolyn J. Weathers

AUCTION IN-KIND DONORS

Kevin Adcock, Gerald & Nancy Altman, Alicia Armstrong, Lee Arthur, Aaron Baldwin, Rick Baumann, Bay Street Outfitters, Dana &
Virginia Beach, Louise Bennett & Sidi Limehouse, Bistro 217, Bill & Fran Bollin, Jackie Boyce, Lee G. Brockington, John & Sandra
Bundy, Coastal Expeditions, Creative Landscapes, Inc., Richard & Barbara Cross, Ben Cunningham, John & Robin Dean, Pam DeCh-
ellis, Dee Ruel Jewelry Design, Sam Downs, William Eubanks, Amy Fabri & Keith LaDeaux, William Felder, Mary Edna Fraser, Sam
Gary, Alison Geer, BeBe Dalton Harrison, Helena Fox Fine Art, Marilyn Hemingway, Earl O. Henry Jr., Paul & Maura Kenny, Stayce
Koegler Photography, Legends Golf, Lighthouse Creek Charters, LLC, George McDaniel, McGregor’s Gallery, Bill Mead, Elizabeth &
Co Art, Beth Melton-Seabrook, Michael Musick, Emily Nellermoe, Adam Parker, Pawleys Island General Store, Leslie Pratt-Thomas,
The Preserve at Verdae Golf Club, Filippo & Lauren Ravalico, Kathy & Don Reid, Leon & Jan Rice, Root, Lisa Shimko, Six & Twenty
Distillery, Janet Swigler, T W Graham & Co, Taxidermy, Elizabeth Testa, Clyde Timmons, Tito’s Handmade Vodka, Toadfish Outfit-
ters, Tupacz Fine Wine & Liquors, The Village Museum, Jeff & Sarah Wilson
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“Io have a place, to live and belong in a place. to live
[rom ‘a place without destroying il, we must imagine il.
By imagination, we see il illuminated by ils own unique
character, and by our love for it.”

- Wendell Berry




