CAPTAIN SAMS SPIT
Captain Sams Spit, one of the last three publicly accessible undeveloped barrier island spits in South Carolina.
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Captain Sams Spit is a pristine and
sensitive 150-acre barrier island spit on
the southern end of Kiawah Island. It is
used by the public and endangered and
threatened species such as the piping
plover, diamondback terrapin and
bottlenose dolphins.
And yet, despite its natural and
cultural importance, the spit is under
constant threat of development.
For 10 years and counting, SCELP
and our partners have
relentlessly—and successfully—
fought back against a developer’s
efforts to build 50 houses on the
spit’s shifting sands.

The senselessness of this proposal is
compounded by the rising toll of
climate change to South Carolina’s
shoreline.
“If we learn one thing from the
natural disasters currently threatening
our state, it is that we should not place
people and structures directly in harm’s
way, particularly in the era of sea level
rise, regular hurricanes, and major
flooding,” SCELP Executive Director
Amy Armstrong said.
During this grueling saga, we’ve
brought four separate legal challenges

to permits associated with proposed
development on the spit.
These challenges include:
(1) a 2,783-foot revetment and
bulkhead system;
(2) a community dock;
(3) a 340-foot steel sheet pile wall;
(4) a 2,380-foot steel sheet pile wall.
To date, we have secured three out
of four favorable rulings by the
South Carolina Supreme Court, with
a fifth hearing scheduled in 2020. We
are confident we will again prevail.
In the most recent ruling in April
2018, the state’s highest court
concluded that the public benefits to
preserving the spit outweighed any
benefits to developing it.
We are committed to using all
available legal tools to advocate against
this ill-conceived project so Captain
Sams Spit remains undeveloped and
protected for generations to come.

Learn more: www.scelp.org
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