FALL 2020 UPDATE
A Message from Your Councillor
Hello Ward 5! Thank you for reading the third
edition of my quarterly update, containing information about what’s happening at City Hall,
around our neighbourhoods, and across Calgary.
As winter approaches and school is back in session, for many of us, life is busier than ever. After a short summer recess, City Hall is also in
full swing, with many challenges and opportunities ahead of us. As always, please contact my
office with any questions, concerns, or feedback.

July townhall with Northeast residents

Hail Storm Update and Disaster Relief

Public Safety Task Force Update

The effects of a brutal hailstorm that tore
through Northeast Calgary are still widely felt
and noticeable at the time this update was
published. When walking or driving through
neighbourhoods throughout Northeast Calgary,
the amount of unrepaired damage is still
astonishing.

In February, Council unanimously supported a
Motion the Mayor and I brought forward to
create a community-based Public Safety Task
Force to help address growing concerns about
violence, including gang activity and illegal gun
use in Calgary.

I brought forward a motion to Council to ensure
that City Hall acted with urgency in advocating
to other levels of government, and reviewing
municipal policies and procedures to ensure we
are as prepared as possible for the next major
weather incident.

In the Community

In recent months, the Task Force has been
conducting extensive community engagement,
which will continue into December. A public
survey will be released in October—keep an
eye on social media (@ChahalGeorge on
Facebook and Twitter) for this. We want to
hear from anybody who is willing to share their
perspective on public safety in Calgary, with a
focus on gun violence and gang activity.

The Task Force will be reporting back to Council
early next year. We look forward to sharing the
results of this important work.

Press conference with CEMA Deputy Chief Sue Henry

Hail Storm cont.

Airport Trail and Stoney Trail Ramp

Some of my Council colleagues—Gian-Carlo Carra, Peter Demong, Sean Chu, and Mayor Nenshi,
joined me for a walking tour in Saddleridge.
They were able to fully understand the urgency
of the situation, and I am grateful to them for
taking the time to visit and learn. When one area of the City suffers, we all do.

Construction on the ramp from southbound
Stoney Trail to westbound Airport Trail is complete and the ramp is now open.

Surveying the damage (Photo credited to Calgary
Herald)

At the newly-opened Airport Trail ramp

Chai with Chahal in Redstone
We have found many new ways to connect with
each other since the start of the pandemic, but
when done safely, nothing beats an old fashioned in-person get-together. Although we
weren’t able to provide Chai, the conversation
was great as always!
Thanks to all those who stopped by and shared
their thoughts, questions, and concerns!

Chatting with a group of Redstone residents

Thank you to the amazing planners and crews
who took this project to the finish line. Increased connectivity is important for folks living
in Ward 5, and we’re excited to see the remainder of the Airport Trail project come online!

80 Avenue Flyover
A crossing over Stoney Trail East at 80 Avenue
N.E. is approved for emergency, transit, pedestrian and cyclist access only. The study will evaluate the ultimate function and design of the 80
Avenue N.E. crossing, including whether access
will include people who drive or remain for
emergency, transit, pedestrian and cyclists only.
The study will look at the design and construction timing of the crossing planned at 64 Avenue

Rendering of a flyover-design (will be refined in the
future)

Listening is useless unless we are prepared homes, with breadwinners on the front lines and no childcare,
to act on racism
are being stretched to their limits while being exposed to the
Growing up in a working-class family on the east end of Calgary
gave me an appreciation for the hard work and perseverance of
individuals from all backgrounds who helped build this city. Few
sacrifices were too great, as they fought tooth and nail to provide for their families.
I assumed all Calgarians went through similar challenges in
building lives. Calgary was rapidly growing as a city and would
eventually overcome collective challenges. It quickly became
apparent that not all Calgarians face the same challenges. Some
areas, and some people, matter more than others in Calgary.
Certain voices are prioritized, others ignored, and some are never even heard. These forms of stigmatization are not limited to
one quadrant of the city.

We increasingly rely on workers who sacrifice their physical and
mental health to maintain our standard of living. They are the
people who clean our workplaces, stock our grocery stores, deliver our packages and mail, respond to our emergencies, and
more. Not only are their contributions taken for granted, but
their well-being is often neglected by governments. We cannot
afford to neglect those who ensure our city remains viable and
functioning.
I am as guilty as others and have silently taken these contributions for granted. I am grateful for those who continue to work
during the pandemic and struggle with increased anxiety and
stress, especially compared to those of us who are safely working from home.
It is wrong that workers are asked to work without proper safeguards for themselves and their families. A defining moment for
me was when meat-plant workers from all over North America,
who protect the food supply, became infected by the thousands
with many lives sacrificed.
I say to my fellow Calgarians, we should be grateful to the men
and women who continued to work when many Calgarians could
not leave their homes. In hindsight, we are fortunate to have
one of the highest minimum wages in Canada.

We cannot forget the volunteers in non-profits and faith communities who also sacrificed their health to look after their
neighbours.
As I raise my own children, I see the disparity in opportunity in
increasing levels, and the pandemic has highlighted this disparity
more than ever. Low-income Calgarians simply do not have options and face additional challenges. Large families in small

pandemic daily. They have no choice but to sacrifice themselves
to put food on their tables, while they are the only thing keeping
our communities functioning.
Not only do we fail to appreciate their efforts, but there are
some who blame, ridicule and disrespect fellow Calgarians with
a misplaced sense of superiority. All of these reflections come to
the forefront of my thoughts as I see the recent bigoted outbursts here in Calgary or the violent response to peaceful antiracism protests in Red Deer.
Moreover, the pandemic has shown that for too long the political and business establishment has paid lip service to working
Calgarians. For too long, parts of this city have been
shortchanged in services and amenities. Much of this has to do
with a community’s ability to rally around a cause and make
their voice heard.
We must demand change. Equality and equity are not given;
they need to be taken. Residents in these communities must rise
up, speak up and demand their fair share. For too long, your
communities have been neglected and treated as afterthoughts,
with your value limited to your election day vote. Rally your
neighbours and hold your representatives accountable by demanding fair treatment and opportunity. All children deserve
the same access to good schools. All commuters deserve safe,
reliable and accessible public transit and transportation.
All Calgarians deserve green spaces and athletic amenities. In
2018, I brought forward a proposal for a Class-A soccer field in
Ward 5, which was approved by council. Until then, out of 78
existing fields, none were in the northeast. This is just one example of many inequities in city services, planning and infrastructure. We must demand better.
George Chahal, Ward 5 Councillor

This editorial was published in the Calgary Herald.

Skyview Ranch AGM
Lots of topics were discussed, including speeding and traffic safety, plans for Blue Line LRT
and BRT service, future rec center, library,
schools, and much more!
Our neighbourhoods are safer and healthier
when Community Associations are energized
and empowered. Thanks again for the great
work you do, and for allowing me to be part of
the conversation.

Financial Relief for Taxpayers Motion
In July, Calgary City Council unanimously
passed Councillor Chahal's motion titled Financial Relief for Taxpayers, which directed Administration to explore scenarios for relaxation of
penalties for late payment of property tax. At
today's Combined Meeting of Council, Administration recommended that the penalty for late
payments be reduced from 7% to 3.5%. This
recommendation was approved by Council, and
will come into effect on October 1.

Cancelling 50% of the late penalties applied to
property tax bills will allow those experiencing
economic challenges to defer payment without
being subjected to as substantial a financial burden.

In Skyview Ranch, at their Annual General Meeting

Genesis Centre Award
Northeast Calgary's largest recreation facility
was awarded the Calgary Chamber of Commerce TD Inclusion and Diversity Award last
night!

This recreation centre is a great example of how
people from all backgrounds can come together
to learn, share, and grow. The spirit and energy
of Northeast Calgary is abundant at the Genesis
Centre!

Calgarians have experienced financial challenges
on many fronts, such as volatile energy markets, storm damage, and COVID-19 pandemic
shutdown effects. Reducing late payment penalties on property tax bills from 7% to 3.5% will
provide short term financial relief to property
owners, while still incentivizing timely payments
on outstanding balances."

Safe Roads and Traffic Concerns
Thank you to all those who reached out to my
office with concerns about dangerous driving
behaviours on Northeast roads. The City’s Roads
department, the Calgary Police Service, and my
office, are working closely to find solutions,
while encouraging residents to file Traffic Service Requests when dangerous or disturbing
road behaviour is observed:
https://www.calgary.ca/cps/traffic/trafficservice-requests.html

TD Inclusion trophy at the Genesis Centre

If you have traffic concerns, call or report online

Independence Day Celebrations

Dampy Brar wins Willie O’Ree Award!

Pakistani and Indian Calgarians celebrated Independence Day for their home countries on August 14th and 15th respectively.

My good friend and former teammate, Dampy
Brar, was the winner of the Willy O'Ree Community Hero Award, which recognizes "the commitment of those improving lives and strengthening
communities through hockey."

We also celebrated Canada Day on July 1st. Regardless of the fact that we couldn't be together, we enjoyed the company of our close friends
and families while considering the many things
we are grateful for!

Celebrating Pakistan Independence Day 2020!

Congrats, Dampy!

With ball hockey teammate Dampy Brar

Closing Remarks
2020 is quickly coming to an end—we are more
than three quarters of the way through the
year! For many, it has not been easy.
I want to reiterate my commitment to you as
your Ward 5 Councillor: I will do my very best,
every day, to listen to your concerns and advocate for you at City Hall. Do not hesitate to send
me a message.
Take care, and stay in touch!
Celebrating Indian Independence Day 2020!

Celebrating Canada Day 2020!

From my family (including new member Leo!) to
yours.

Neglected communities in Calgary must
rally to demand their fair share
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I assumed all Calgarians went through similar challenges in
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eventually overcome collective challenges. It quickly became
apparent that not all Calgarians face the same challenges. Some
areas, and some people, matter more than others in Calgary.
Certain voices are prioritized, others ignored, and some are never even heard. These forms of stigmatization are not limited to
one quadrant of the city.

We increasingly rely on workers who sacrifice their physical and
mental health to maintain our standard of living. They are the
people who clean our workplaces, stock our grocery stores, deliver our packages and mail, respond to our emergencies, and
more. Not only are their contributions taken for granted, but
their well-being is often neglected by governments. We cannot
afford to neglect those who ensure our city remains viable and
functioning.
I am as guilty as others and have silently taken these contributions for granted. I am grateful for those who continue to work
during the pandemic and struggle with increased anxiety and
stress, especially compared to those of us who are safely working from home.
It is wrong that workers are asked to work without proper safeguards for themselves and their families. A defining moment for
me was when meat-plant workers from all over North America,
who protect the food supply, became infected by the thousands
with many lives sacrificed.

homes, with breadwinners on the front lines and no childcare,
are being stretched to their limits while being exposed to the
pandemic daily. They have no choice but to sacrifice themselves
to put food on their tables, while they are the only thing keeping
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Not only do we fail to appreciate their efforts, but there are
some who blame, ridicule and disrespect fellow Calgarians with
a misplaced sense of superiority. All of these reflections come to
the forefront of my thoughts as I see the recent bigoted outbursts here in Calgary or the violent response to peaceful antiracism protests in Red Deer.
Moreover, the pandemic has shown that for too long the political and business establishment has paid lip service to working
Calgarians. For too long, parts of this city have been
shortchanged in services and amenities. Much of this has to do
with a community’s ability to rally around a cause and make
their voice heard.
We must demand change. Equality and equity are not given;
they need to be taken. Residents in these communities must rise
up, speak up and demand their fair share. For too long, your
communities have been neglected and treated as afterthoughts,
with your value limited to your election day vote. Rally your
neighbours and hold your representatives accountable by demanding fair treatment and opportunity. All children deserve
the same access to good schools. All commuters deserve safe,
reliable and accessible public transit and transportation.
All Calgarians deserve green spaces and athletic amenities. In
2018, I brought forward a proposal for a Class-A soccer field in
Ward 5, which was approved by council. Until then, out of 78
existing fields, none were in the northeast. This is just one example of many inequities in city services, planning and infrastructure. We must demand better.
George Chahal, Ward 5 Councillor

This editorial was published in the Calgary Herald.
I say to my fellow Calgarians, we should be grateful to the men
and women who continued to work when many Calgarians could
not leave their homes. In hindsight, we are fortunate to have
one of the highest minimum wages in Canada.
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COVID-19 (Coronavirus disease) Information
Alberta has had over 8,000 confirmed cases of COVID, and over 150 deaths. However, we
have successfully been able to “flatten the curve” and manage the spread. As a result,
businesses are being allowed to re-open while ensuring employee and customer safety.
To protect ourselves and our community, we must continue following directions provided by
all levels of government, particularly Alberta Health Services (AHS). These are some steps
that will help prevent the re-emergence of COVID-19:
1. Practice diligent hygiene
• Wash your hands often and thoroughly
• Clean and disinfect surfaces that are frequently touched

2. Limit the number of people you come in contact with
• Stay at home as much as possible
•

Stay 2 metres from others when in public, also known as physical distancing

3. Wear a mask when physical distancing is not possible

•

Go to this website for more info: https://www.calgary.ca/csps/cema/covid19/safety/covid-19-city-ofcalgary-mask-bylaw.html

4. Stay at home if you feel unwell
• If you have any symptoms of COVID-19, stay at home!
• Call you doctor or Healthlink 811—they will be advise you on how you must proceed

5. Get Tested
• AHS is now encouraging all Albertans to get tested regardless of symptoms. This is to

trace the spread of the virus and determine how effective measures taken have been. This
information will inform further steps of the relaunch strategy.
Each of us must do our part to ensure the disease does not re-emerge. All levels of government continue to provide valuable information and relevant updates:
City of Calgary: https://www.calgary.ca/csps/cema/covid19/response-to-coronavirus.html
Government of Alberta: https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx
Government of Canada: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/
coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
World Health Organization: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

