
The Nazareth Page 
A gospel meditation for your home   

December 4, 2022 – Second Sunday of Advent  
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

The Earth circles the sun once each year. Thus, there is a scientific basis for our annual 

passage of twelve months. The liturgical year also has a one-year sequence. There is a 

personal basis for this. It relates to our being human. As humans, we tend to forget 

things, even very important things, Or, we are distracted along our travels through life. 

We need reminders about matters of importance. Repetition helps.  

 

So, every Advent season John the Baptist appears to remind us of an important attitude 

we do well to adopt. He calls us to repent for “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

(Footnote: Matthew’s Gospel was written for Jewish converts so he rarely uses the word 

“God,” but substitutes the word “heaven.” Although the meaning is basically the same.) 

Being part of that kingdom today requires us to be more aware of its presence. And to 

actively cooperate with God who invites us personally to participate in making more real 

God’s love at work in the world.  

 

There are two meanings of “time” that we might think about here to assist us in grasping 

the full power of John’s words. First, we can connect through memory with what happened 

long ago, when Jesus took on flesh and God became present on Earth, so wonderfully 

immediate and mysteriously hidden. John the Baptist announced his coming and said that if 

you want to be part of this incredible event, improve your lives, change your self-centerd 

ways and become more amazed at the goodness and “godness” surrounding you. In other 

words, God is coming to us in a new way according to John.  

 

A second meaning arises from the on-going need for us to continue “repenting” in order to 

be part of God’s continuing presence and work of sanctification and salvation. The work 

begun by Jesus two-thousand years ago is still going on. And it is still needed. So, 

repenting today might mean replacing your self-centeredness with caring for others and 

stepping away from the distractions and emptiness of today, allowing us to notice more 

clearly and respond more fully to the needs of today, both immediate and distant. Make 

the world better. Love others as we are loved by God.  

 

A favorite song of mine is Louis Armstrong’s ballad that begins with these challenging 

words. “What the word needs now is love, sweet love. That’s the only thing that there’s 

just too little of.” That’s his way of restating the message of John the Baptist to repent 

because the kingdom of heaven continues to be “at hand” right now. 

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 
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December 11, 2022 – Third Sunday of Advent 
Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Another gospel reading about John the Baptist. Not a surprise. He’s quite important. One 

of my interests has long been the history of art. In European medieval art, there are 

countless depictions of Jesus with his mother Mary. And often, a third figure is added. It 

is John the Baptist. (Not Joseph, as we might expect.)  

 

His major role according to today’s gospel was to prepare us to receive the Messiah, the 

one sent by God to bring us the fullness of God’s Good News, the power of God’s presence 

in our lives and the fuller manifestation of God’s love for all of us.  

 

The preparation called for by John the Baptist required mostly our admitting to our need 

for God, for accepting God as a merciful one who forgives our faults and sins and who 

desired that we change our thoughts and actions to be more in accord with how God wants 

the world to be.  

 

These beliefs and attitudes were crucial matters long ago, but also today. To be open to 

understanding their demand and power, we might need to change ourselves to 

accommodate these matters. The best way, according to John was to become more intent 

on turning our lives of selfishness and sin to lives of generous love and virtue. In other 

words, heeding the words of John the Baptist to repent.  

 

But these words did not lose their import two-thousand years back. In the wisdom of the 

Church, we are reminded of them again and again. At least once a year during the Advent 

season. We need to repent time and time again.  

 

Given the nature of human life that unfolds in time, given our tendency to forget or slip 

back into old patterns of selfishness and narrowness, we meet John the Baptist, again and 

again, right before the coming of the Christ child each Christmas. We are invited to 

prepare ourselves to “come to the stable” with renewed hearts and minds.  

 

Every Christmas season, the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life’ is rebroadcast. It’s a story of 

tragedy turned into triumph, of hard times into better times. The esteemed actor, Jimmy 

Stewart, shows us how this might happen. In much the same spirit, John the Baptist 

appears with his call for repentance each Advent. Maybe we need his words now more than 

ever. 

 

  David M. Thomas, PhD 
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December 18, 2022 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Matthew 1:18-24 
 

Advent is like a drama or play in four acts. Gradually the main players are introduced. The 

coming of the Messiah is slowly announced through the lives of Mary, John the Baptist and 

the prophets of old. This Sunday’s gospel focuses on Joseph, a very underrated person in 

the overall history of what was once called, “The greatest story ever told.”  

 

I grew up, however, with a deep awareness of St. Joseph. My parish and school bore his 

name, or as some said, his patronage. When I was in eighth grade my life was consumed 

with basketball, the official sport of the state of Indiana where I lived. As a team 

member I was given a gold uniform with “St. Joseph” emblazoned across its front. I wore 

it with pride. If his feast day in March came during the school week, we were given a free 

day. Pictures and statues of him were displayed throughout the parish.  

 

Our large parish church displayed a huge mural painted on an arch overlooking the 

congregation. The rendition was contemporary. It showed The Holy Family seated on what 

seemed their front porch looking down at the assembled parishioners. Joseph was 

depicted as a young man with a kind face and a resolute look. Neither old nor distant, but 

easily imagined as one of us. The same with Mary. And Jesus was there as a youngster. Full 

of life.  

 

Reading today’s account of Joseph brings out his virtue. He deeply cared about Mary and 

did all he could to preserve her potentially tarnished reputation. Given the conditions of 

her pregnancy, he could have easily separated from her. But he saw not only goodness in 

her, but the presence of God in what was happening in his life and hers. Certainly, not what 

he might have expected. Or even hoped for. Life has its surprises. 

 

Still, once he came to realize this situation was God’s intent, he gave his life for its full 

enactment. While it all must have remained for him somewhat of a mystery, he never 

stopped being the best husband and father he could be. He trusted the goodness of God’s 

ways even though this must have been no small challenge for him.  

 

We read about this well after it happened. but think of what it must have been like for 

Joseph. Certainly, not easy. His faithfulness to God and his persistence in doing what he 

understood as God’s will for him, makes him a very good and faithful servant of God. And a 

model for husbands and fathers ever after.  

   

David M. Thomas, PhD 
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December 25, 2022 – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 

John 1: 1-18 
 

For most of us, the celebration of Christmas is the most important religious celebration of 

the year. While some claim Easter outshines it, I take a more existential view. Of course, 

the importance of Christmas is accentuated by the practice of gift giving and receiving, 

which are practices related to its original religious meaning. As I write this reflection, we 

are fully within the ambit of what may be called “the Christmas Spirit.” A spirited sense of 

“Advent” helps.  

 

This year I have noticed that I have yet to see a single reference on television to the 

day’s original meaning. I don’t mention this necessarily in a disparaging way. Still, a bit sad. 

Yet within the life of many families and individuals, I believe the real meaning of 

Christmas remains strong. For instance, my wife and I have collected various manger 

scenes from countries and cultures around the world. They are displayed throughout our 

home (even in the bathrooms). If pop culture forgets, we do what we can to remember.  

 

For reflection this Christmas, I have chosen the gospel that is used on Christmas day. It’s 

from the first chapter of the Gospel of John, one familiar to many. Like the very first 

book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis, it begins with the stirring and striking words, “In 

the beginning.” It’s all about God’s amazing creativity told in two mighty acts. First, God 

creating the cosmos, and second, God creating life, not just ours by nature, but by God’s 

transforming us into being children of God.  

 

And, to frame this in the spirit of that first Christmas, God became one of us so that we 

could be alive with God. As we are given God’s life within, we also learn that we are here on 

Earth for a relatively brief time. And once our time here has ended, we continue to live 

with God and with all those who have gone before us. Some are familiar with the idea of 

grace, which is derived from the notion of “gift.” But God’s grace is not like an inanimate 

present under the Christmas tree. Rather it is a full transformation of who we are with a 

fuller life, beginning now and lasting forever.  

 

We celebrate Christmas (and other Christian feasts) because we can forget all of whom 

and what we are. Today’s gospel is clear. We have been given the power and the ability to 

possess a divine dimension to our lives. The early theologians of the Church, quite 

conscious of this particular gospel, liked to say, “God became human so that humans could 

become divine.” What a gift that is!  

 

David M. Thomas, PhD  
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December 30, 2022 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

I have devoted much of my professional life to the study of family life. What I have 

learned might be summarized in the following. First, every family is unique. There may be 

certain patterns that are common, but once you move beyond generalities, you see that the 

history of each family has its own twists and turns. Also, the personality of each family 

member contributes to the life of each family.  

 

Which leads to a second conclusion: No family life is perfect. Every family experiences 

difficulties, many of which are hidden from public view. When families are asked, “How’s it 

going?” the response is often a positive remark like “It’s fine” or “We’re doing just great.” 

But we know that these generalizations often hide small (or even large) difficulties, 

misunderstandings, tensions.  

 

Which brings us to today’s feast day that celebrates the life of the Holy Family, Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph. And how are they described? They are fleeing their homeland for their 

lives. King Herod wants to kill Jesus. Local political authorities are hunting them. Some like 

to note that they are suddenly a refugee family, like many others in today’s world.  

 

Their escape into Egypt would not have been easy. They had to cross a desert where safe 

places to stay might have been in short supply. They were vulnerable to roving bands of 

marauders. And from a physical standpoint, it must have been extremely arduous. Added 

to their difficulties, their stay in Egypt must have been hard. They would be treated as 

foreigners.  

 

We know little of their life once they safely returned to Nazareth. Archaeologists have 

brought to light this ancient village. Homes were simple and small. We learn that Joseph 

worked as a carpenter and he likely taught Jesus some of the skills of that trade. Theirs 

was a simple and ordinary life of those times. Joseph was the first family member to die, 

leaving Mary as a single mom and a widow charged with caring for her family. Jesus did not 

leave home until he was well into adulthood. Perhaps he stayed to care for his mother.  

 

So we celebrate this family not because they were known for outstanding 

accomplishments, but because they were ordinary, like so many of our families. They were 

dedicated to each other’s care. They met difficulties with trust in God’s ways with them. 

Just like we do. 

David M. Thomas, PhD  


