
The Nazareth Page 
A gospel meditation for your home   

August 7th, 2022 – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Luke 12:32-48 

 
Almost every daily newscast will have some mention of what is called “the economy.” 

Reports often include such matters as the daily results of the Wall Street Market, 

employment figures, cost of living estimates and more recently, “the price at the pump.” 

These reports of dollars and cents, goods and services can stimulate some to make a 

personal assessment of their personal worth through consulting their bank account 

balance, their savings and investments and let’s not forget their debts. All these 

calculations may result in something called “net worth.” In in other words, their “treasure.”  

 

Such calculations of personal value or worth go back centuries, and in reading today’s 

gospel, it was surely a concern of the contemporaries of Jesus. Back then there might 

have been many ways to calculate ones’ personal worth or treasure, like land owned or 

animals in one’s care or by bag of “money,” depending on one’s local monetary system. Or by 

one’s family success as a parent.  

 

Jesus called attention to another way of calculating personal wealth. It was not learned by 

counting what one owned or possessed, but by assessing the state of your heart. Look 

there and you will find your real treasure. And what you find will never be lost. It will be 

yours forever.  

 

Of course, this reference is not to your physical heart, which supplies enriched nutrition 

to every part of your body. Rather, Jesus was thinking of our hearts in a metaphorical 

sense – which is no less real, yet much more important.  

 

Our heart in this sense is the center of our being, the place in us where love begins and is 

nourished. It is our deep center, that part of us that will be life-giving to us forever. It is 

where is stored all the loving acts of our life. And, to take the words of Jesus seriously, 

it’s where we are most ourselves. It’s not our surface or appearance, or even the stuff 

that we have done. Rather it is what makes each of us unique, alive and developing during 

every moment of our earthly existence. It is both the deep source and the enduring part 

of what makes you and me unique and precious in God’s eyes.  

 

And it is in that dimension of our lives, namely our hearts is where our thoughts, words and 

deeds are collected and preserved – in fact, all the good that we have done. This is what 

God sees when gazing into is our hearts. So, attend first to that part of you when you want 

to know your real worth.     

David M. Thomas, PhD  
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Luke 12:49-53 
 

My initial reaction to reading today’s gospel was not a positive one. It is mid-summer and 

there are wildfires raging in many places, especially in the West where I live. I can see and 

smell smoke in the air. And there are warnings that more danger may be ahead. 

 

Then I read in Luke’s gospel for the day that Jesus has come to set fire on the earth. Not 

where I live, I thought. Still, I must ask how can I harvest some wisdom from the words of 

the Master?  

 

Readers of my gospel reflections might know that I have great interest in the history of 

the cosmos, especially our home planet Earth. These days I visit the James Webb Space 

Telescope website for the latest findings of this astounding scientific instrument.  

 

When I viewed its first image of deep space that captured a small part of what the 

Universe looked like a mere few million years after its inception, tears filled my eyes. 

From that came you and me! When it focused on a part of our galaxy where new stars were 

being created, I thought that view was what our sun looked like about eight billion years 

ago. That’s when its first “fires” ignited. 

 

Star fire in creation was needed to warm things up so that life, human life, could come 

forth. Seeing that brought me to recall words written by Teilhard de Chardin that I have 

reproduced on a wall-hanging given to me by one of my students many years ago. I quote 

those words here: “The day will come, when harnessing the distances of space, the winds, 

the tides and gravitation, we shall harness for God the energies of love. And on that day, 

for the second time in the history of the world, we will have discovered fire.” 

 

Fire can be destructive, as we witness in the forest fires of this summer. However, their 

full scientific story must include a chapter where fires are shown as a way forests 

regenerate themselves.  

 

But the fire that Jesus refers to is a mystical, creative fire that can burn between us. 

The fire of love that can warm the space between us and bring us closer together. Sadly, 

that space that can also be cooled by harshness, hatred and indifference, which also exist 

in our world. Pray for the fire of God’s Holy Spirit to inflame our hearts with, as we say in 

prayer, “the fire of God’s divine love.”       

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for your home 
August 21st, 2022 – Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 13:22-30 
 

I am the product of Catholic education. What I valued most about that in my early years 

was that I received a set of directions on how to live now so that I would eventually end up 

in heaven after I died. Gaining entrance to the final Kingdom of God was up to me. In early 

adulthood, I entered vowed religious life and one of the first things I learned was this: “If 

you keep the rule, the rule will keep you.” Again, it was all up to me. And all along the way, I 

kept a kind of scorecard on how I was doing. I did not want to fail in the life I was given.  

 

As I entered adulthood and advanced in the study of my religious faith, I came across 

something that caused me to rethink my personal religious approach to life. In brief, I 

learned about the nature of God’s grace and God’s ways with us. One of the biggest 

revisions I had to make concerned this idea that I was in charge. Slowly I came to 

understand (however imperfectly) that God was in charge and that God’s ways are not 

under my control. I had to learn that it was not my job to control God but rather to let 

God control mine. And if I was led in ways I didn’t understand, I had to learn to trust God.  

 

The people described in today’s gospel had their set of rules for living what they thought 

of as God’s plan for them. Biblical historians tell us that some of the good people of those 

times had hundreds of rules and guidelines for insuring they were right with God. What 

did Jesus think about their holy playbook? They wanted assurances from him that their 

approach was the correct one.  

 

In brief, Jesus taught them not to be so sure about what they thought. He didn’t condemn 

their rules, but he clearly gave them the impression that their calculations of holiness 

were not to be viewed as the last word. God’s ways are in a sense beyond us but that is not 

a bad thing. While we cannot fully comprehend the mind of God, we can know God’s heart. 

And we can trust that God’s ways are the best. Both for us and for everyone. 

 

While I am not taken by every contemporary technology, I really appreciate the GPS app 

on my phone. It tells me where I am and where I need to go to arrive at my destination. I 

wonder what would appear on my screen if I asked my GPS how to get to God. Probably 

nothing. But also (perhaps) a message from God telling me not to worry. God has taken over 

the steering of my life. (Like some of today’s new cars.) So, relax, David, and enjoy the 

scenery. And love those you travel with along life’s ever winding, ever surprising road.    

 

   

David M. Thomas, PhD 
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Luke 14:1,7-14 
 
There seems to be a kind of immoral virus in some people that causes them to think that 

they are inherently better than others. Or that they deserve greater respect or be 

treated better than others. In today’s gospel, Jesus describes them as wanting to sit at 

the higher places at the banquet table. In a sense, they are self-promoters. They might be 

said to have a superiority complex. 

 

I have an insatiable hunger for history, especially the history of places where I live. 

Currently, I am reading a recently published work called Saving Yellowstone: Exploration 

and Preservation in Reconstructing America by Megan Kate Nelson. It presents in rich 

detail an account of how Yellowstone National Park was created as a “place for all,” while 

at the same time, ignoring the rights of Native Americans who populated that area for 

countless centuries.  

 

This publication and research echo the history of African Americans who were first 

brought in chains from their African villages to serve as slaves for early white settlers. In 

other words, there’s a long history of white superiority that goes all the way back to the 

early days when Columbus first stepped onto American soil – which he thought was Asia.  

 

I see today’s gospel as an invitation to make a personal examination of conscience to all of 

us. Our nation’s founding documents boldly state that we are all created equal. From that 

follows a moral imperative that we view each other, no matter what our background and 

who we are, as equals. And as sisters and brothers who all trace our existence to the loving 

act of God who created us. In God’s eyes, we are all loved, equally and fully.  

 

And this can be extra hard to do in a country that sometimes thinks of itself as superior 

to others, to a racial identity that claims superiority, and even to a religion which judges 

itself as the best.  

 

Like I said, this gospel calls forth an “examination of conscience.” It is a huge challenge to 

examine long-standing beliefs and prejudices that we have inherited from the moment of 

our conception and birth to the present day. Social bias can also be reinforced by an 

education that can be one-sided, by contact with people (even family and friends) with 

unexamined prejudices, and finally, to a powerful media that makes all sorts of implicit 

judgments about who is better and who is not. Finally, the execution of Jesus may be 

traced in part to silence his views on the profound equality of all people.   

David M. Thomas, PhD 


