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Who: Doug Dworsky of Dworsky Architecture

Where: Los Angeles

In his own words: “Being an architect means I’m able to be creative and solve real-

world problems at the same time. It’s a great combination.”

Achieving a more spacious feel can be a challenge when your home is on a limited

lot. Doug Dworsky, who owns Dworsky Architecture in L.A., believes the key to

success lies in making the most of every available square foot. “It’s a puzzle,” he

says. “You need to focus on both broad strategies and critical details.”
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Go with a flow. Start by opening up your primary living spaces to enhance your

home’s flow. “Most of us live a more informal lifestyle than previous generations,”

Dworsky says. “The distinctions or separations between formal and informal areas

are no longer even desired.” For spaces that do need to be separate, such as

bedrooms and offices, Dworsky suggests placing them away from main social

areas, ideally on a different level of the home.

Dworsky Architecture
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Take it outside. Dworsky recommends taking full advantage of your outdoor space

to create additional living areas. “Define a ‘green’ room using hedge plantings to

provide privacy,” he says. He also suggests adding upper-level terraces or roof

decks: “They extend the opportunities for outdoor activities.” 

Ready to go big and go home? Dworsky shares some tips below.
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1. Go Long

Create an unobstructed sightline that extends from your front door to the end of

your lot. “This makes the entire space appear larger than it would be if the view

were blocked or fragmented,” Dworsky says. 

He designed the main floor of this home in Venice as one large room, with no walls

to impede the view out to the yard. “The openness creates a sense of

spaciousness,” Dworsky says. He turned to subtle architectural details, including

the built-in entryway console and a mix of ceiling heights, to define different areas

within the main space. 

Dworsky Architecture
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See more of this project

2. Reach for the Sky

Look for opportunities to

open up your main floor to

the rooms above it. “It

creates a feeling of

connectedness between

the various levels of the

home,” Dworsky says. 

In the main entertaining

area of this Westwood

home, a double-height

ceiling increases natural

light and offers an

intriguing glimpse of the

second floor via a

thoughtfully placed

window. It also helps

creates an airy, welcoming

space for the family to

socialize and entertain

guests. Dworsky kept the rest of the first-floor ceilings at standard height, as the

second floor houses most of the home’s private spaces.

See more of this project
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3. Develop an Indoor-Outdoor Relationship

Cultivate a connection between your indoor and outdoor spaces with generously

sized windows and sliding glass doors. “It expands the sense of spaciousness,”

Dworsky says.

In the Pacific Palisades home seen here, plenty of windows and glass doors blur

the line between its interiors and a long deck that stretches across the back of the

house. Views across the neighboring yards make the small lot feel larger. “There’s

even a peekaboo view of the ocean,” Dworsky says.

See more of this project
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More: For more information on Doug Dworsky and examples of his work, visit

Dworsky Architecture’s Houzz profile.

This story was written by the Houzz Sponsored Content team.
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